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consultation groups and questionnaire respondents did suggest that 
substantial team research which took a long-term view of some problems 
within the field could make a distinctive contribution to its development. 
Broad areas suggested for further development included: 

• bilingualism and multilingualism;

• literacy; and

• language difference.

Some of the sub-areas for research identified by respondents for further 
work included: 

• the optimal ages for second language learning in a variety of
environments;

• a better understanding of the variables which affect second language
performance;

• a comprehensive depiction of stages or patterns of language
development for specific languages;

• a better understanding of literacy requirements across subject and
disciplinary conventions and an examination of the degree to which
these are portable;

• the relationship between roman and non-roman script learning for the
acquisition of English or character-based languages; and

• the continued study of language differences for speech pathology and in
cross-cultural communication and the workplace.

Research in language and literacy needs to draw on funding from a wide 
variety of sources to maintain and enhance its research culture in Australian 
universities. While it is critical to attract basic research funding to develop 
the theoretical foundations for work in the field, and to ensure that there is 
support for higher degree students and for areas that might not otherwise 
attract funds, applied and cooperative research and development project 
funding are likely to continue to provide much of the substantive funding 
for the field. Thus, it is important where possible, to design projects which 
use this latter funding for the dual purpose of collecting theoretically useful 
data while still meeting the applied needs of the project. 

While the theory-practice nature of the field brings with it certain tensions 
and the potential for misunderstanding the nature of the field and the role of 
research within the discipline, this Report demonstrates that these tensions 
can be a positive and dynamic force for developing language and literacy, 
for expanding the range of the resources available to researchers and for 
ensuring that practice is based on grounded research. The Report 
demonstrates that Australian language and literacy research is a major 
contributor on the international scene to knowledge in the field, and that in 
some areas (e.g. language testing, systemics, language policy, genre theory 
and community based interpreting and translating) Australian research is at 
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the cutting edge. In many cases these achievements have been attained with 
relatively little funding when compared to other disciplines. The Report 
argues that it is important to sustain and develop this research excellence if 
Australia is to benefit from applied best practice produced by the field. The 
recommendations point to ways in which the field can be strengthened. 
































































































































































































































