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ABSTRACT 
 
Entrepreneurial individuals who migrated seeking adventure, wealth and opportunity 

initially stimulated friendly societies in Victoria. As seen through the development of 

friendly societies in Victoria, this thesis examines the migration of an English 

nineteenth-century culture of self-help. Friendly societies may be described as mutually 

operated, community-based, benefit societies that encouraged financial prudence and 

social conviviality within the umbrella of recognised institutions that lent social 

respectability to their members. The benefits initially obtained were sickness benefit 

payments, funeral benefits and ultimately medical benefits – all at a time when no State 

social security systems existed.  

 

Contemporaneously, they were social institutions wherein members attended regular 

meetings for social interaction and the friendship of like-minded individuals. Members 

were highly visible in community activities from the smallest bush community picnics 

to attendances at Royal visits. Membership provided a social caché and well as financial 

peace of mind, both important features of nineteenth-century Victorian society. 

 

This is the first scholarly work on the friendly society movement in Victoria, a significant 

location for the establishment of such societies in Australia. The thesis reveals for the 

first time that members came from all strata of occupations, from labourers to High 

Court Judges – a finding that challenges conventional wisdom about the class 

composition of friendly societies. Finally, the extent of their presence in all aspects of 

society, from philanthropic to military, and rural to urban, is revealed through their 

activities and influence in their communities. Their physical legacy has diminished as 

buildings were demolished or re-purposed, but it remains visible in some prominent 

structures in major Victorian cities. A final legacy is the Victorian community’s on-going 

financial use of private health insurance cover. This financial prudence has its roots in 

the friendly society movement. Theirs is largely an invisible history but one deserving 

of being told. 

 

 



iii 

 

DECLARATION 
 

 

This is to certify that: 

 

i. This thesis comprises only my original work towards the Ph.D., 

ii. Due acknowledgement has been made in the text to all material used, 

iii. The thesis is less than 100,000 words in length, exclusive of tables, illustrations, 

bibliography and appendices. 

 

 

 

 

Signed:   

Date:  24 June 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



iv 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

My great grandfather, Holford Highlord Wettenhall, was a member of the Australian 

Natives Association Friendly Society. My parents were members of the Independent 

Order of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity, Friendly Society. My wife, Susan, was a member 

of a friendly society, again the ANA. These friendly societies’ names are part of my 

familial life. When Professor John Murphy noted in a class that a history of friendly 

societies in Victoria had not been written, I knew some of the names that were 

apparently missing from historiography. Such was the germ of an idea for this thesis. 

Professors Andrew May and John Murphy have provided unwavering support 

for this thesis as my supervisors, and importantly as mentors in the academy. Academic 

disciplines and conventions are important, and their gentle but persuasive advice has 

guided my hand and research skills to a much higher standard. I will always be thankful 

for their time and commitment. Other academics have also inspired me to rise to the 

occasion, perhaps without realising their impact on a mere student. Associate Professor 

Faye Anderson, Monash University, first taught me the importance of the method of 

writing history. Emeritus Professor Stuart Macintyre was sheer inspiration. His advice 

was to write a thesis.  

Much of this thesis evolved from primary sources held by individuals who have 

become the keepers of the friendly society flame. Innes Russell made available 

Independent Order of Rechabites materials and information as did Russell Morrison 

with a large collection of Ancient Order of Foresters documents. Beryl Armstrong, the 

archivist for Australian Unity, provided research space, digitised records, and an 

extraordinary collection of memorabilia for researching the Manchester Unity and the 

ANA. Equally generous was Michael Taffe, archivist at the Catholic Diocese of Ballarat 

Archive with the nationally significant collection of material tracing the Hibernian 

Australasian Catholic Benefit Society back to its foundation. 

Overseas, the staff at the Peoples History Museum in Manchester, the Manchester 

Unity Museum, and the Library and Museum of Freemasonry, in London, were 

particularly welcoming after long travelling. Closer to home, the staff at the Noel Butlin 

Archive Centre in Canberra, the Geelong Heritage Centre and the University of 

Melbourne Archives were always available to retrieve documents and to guide me 

through their catalogues. Finally, my wife Susan has so patiently lived with my obsession 

to write this narrative. I am blessed. Thank you.  



v 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

ABSTRACT................................................................................................................................................................. ii 

DECLARATION ....................................................................................................................................................... iii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ..................................................................................................................................... iv 

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS .................................................................................................................................. vii 

LIST OF TABLES .................................................................................................................................................... ix 

ABBREVIATIONS AND USE OF NAMES ......................................................................................................... x 

INTRODUCTION ...................................................................................................................................................... 1 

Summary of Chapters and Appendices ................................................................................................. 23 

CHAPTER ONE ...................................................................................................................................................... 26 

Translocation and the State ............................................................................................................................ 26 

Background Differences between England and Victoria ............................................................... 29 

Introduction of Legislation ........................................................................................................................ 32 

Societies at Risk, a Royal Commission and New Legislation ....................................................... 40 

1877 legislation and its effectiveness ................................................................................................... 49 

CHAPTER TWO .................................................................................................................................................... 58 

Settlement, Occupations, Democracy ......................................................................................................... 58 

Early Settlements and Friendly Societies ............................................................................................ 59 

Occupational Review .................................................................................................................................... 66 

Clearances ......................................................................................................................................................... 81 

Democracy and Mateship ........................................................................................................................... 86 

CHAPTER THREE ................................................................................................................................................ 91 

Inside a Friendly Society .................................................................................................................................. 91 

Who Was a Member of a Friendly Society? ......................................................................................... 92 

Meetings and Meeting Places .................................................................................................................. 100 

Symbolism of The Friendly Societies................................................................................................... 115 

Processions and Demonstrations ......................................................................................................... 122 

Banners ........................................................................................................................................................... 133 

Rituals, Passwords and Regalia ............................................................................................................. 138 

Passwords ....................................................................................................................................................... 140 

Regalia .............................................................................................................................................................. 145 

CHAPTER FOUR ................................................................................................................................................. 150 

Connections ......................................................................................................................................................... 150 

Female Membership and Female Friendly Societies .................................................................... 150 

Religion and Ethnicity ................................................................................................................................ 168 



vi 

 

Sectarian Divide ........................................................................................................................................... 168 

Jewish Societies ............................................................................................................................................ 176 

German Societies ......................................................................................................................................... 179 

Others ............................................................................................................................................................... 184 

Temperance Societies ................................................................................................................................ 188 

Dividing Societies and Employers ........................................................................................................ 191 

CHAPTER FIVE ................................................................................................................................................... 197 

Social Benefits, Voluntarism, Charity........................................................................................................ 197 

Civil Society and Social Capital ............................................................................................................... 198 

Deriving Social Benefits. ........................................................................................................................... 202 

Voluntarism, Charity and The Extent of Welfare ............................................................................ 216 

Friendly Society Responses ..................................................................................................................... 228 

CHAPTER SIX ...................................................................................................................................................... 235 

Medicine, Drugs and Power .......................................................................................................................... 235 

Appointment of Club Doctor ................................................................................................................... 236 

Servicing the Health of Friendly Society Members ........................................................................ 238 

Interaction of The Societies with The Pharmacists ....................................................................... 240 

Impact of The Societies on The Medical Profession ...................................................................... 243 

The Sweating Crisis ..................................................................................................................................... 247 

Doctors’ Strike............................................................................................................................................... 253 

CHAPTER SEVEN ............................................................................................................................................... 274 

At War .................................................................................................................................................................... 274 

Military Conflicts and Friendly Societies ........................................................................................... 276 

Friendly Societies in The War................................................................................................................. 288 

Social Benefits Created in Wartime ...................................................................................................... 291 

Other Impacts ................................................................................................................................................ 294 

Closure ............................................................................................................................................................. 299 

CONCLUSION ...................................................................................................................................................... 303 

BIBLIOGRAPHY .................................................................................................................................................. 310 

PRIMARY SOURCES .................................................................................................................................... 310 

SECONDARY SOURCES .............................................................................................................................. 318 

APPENDICES ....................................................................................................................................................... 335 

 



vii 

 

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

Figure 1: Original Victorian Register of Friendly Societies, 1855. ......................................... 36 

Figure 2: Dr Augustus Frederick Adolphus Greeves, MLC, MLA, 1805-74. ........................ 38 

Figure 3: Advertisement, Hobart Town Gazette and Southern Reporter, 1816. .............. 59 

Figure 4: Nineteenth-century English Foresters’ travelling licence. ..................................... 82 

Figure 5: Private Sidney H. R. Elliot, killed in action at Gallipoli. .......................................... 100 

Figure 6: Empire Hotel, lower left, Walhalla meeting place for friendly societies. ....... 103 

Figure 7: GUOFG List of lodges and meeting places, 1913. ..................................................... 104 

Figure 8: Hibernian Hall, Swanston Street, Melbourne. ........................................................... 109 

Figure 9: Rechabite Hall, Little Chapel Street, Prahran. ........................................................... 110 

Figure 10: Plan of Hall & Offices for MUIOOF Loyal Lodge of Fidelity, Singleton, New 

South Wales. ............................................................................................................................................... 111 

Figure 11: GUOOF meeting room plan. ........................................................................................... 112 

Figure 12: HACBS meeting room plan. ............................................................................................ 113 

Figure 13: Opening the new Foresters’ Hall, Queenscliff, 1 October 1890. ...................... 115 

Figure 14: Ancient Order of Foresters poster. ............................................................................. 118 

Figure 15: Independent Order of Rechabites coat of arms. .................................................... 120 

Figure 16: Cover of ANA song sheet. ................................................................................................ 121 

Figure 17: Ancient Order of Foresters processional banner, 1860s. .................................. 126 

Figure 18: Burke and Wills funeral procession. .......................................................................... 132 

Figure 19: Duke of Wellington funeral procession. .................................................................... 132 

Figure 20: George Tutill catalogue, Foresters banner. .............................................................. 135 

Figure 21: George Tutill catalogue, Loyal Order of Ancient Shepherds banner. ............ 136 

Figure 22: Ancient Order of Foresters, Court Queenscliff, Hesse Street, Queenscliff. . 137 

Figure 23: Druids, Key to the passwords. ...................................................................................... 141 

Figure 24: Druids, password for 1914............................................................................................. 142 

Figure 25: MUIOOF, alpha-numeric password for 1931. ......................................................... 142 

Figure 26: Manchester Unity, signs or Honours for Degrees, nineteenth century. ....... 143 

Figure 27: Manchester Unity, signs or Honours for Degrees, twentieth century........... 144 

Figure 28: Manchester Unity, Honours of the Order. ................................................................ 144 



viii 

 

Figure 29: MUIOOF Loyal Ballarat Lodge, 1916, members in regalia. ................................ 146 

Figure 30: MUIOOF apron. ................................................................................................................... 147 

Figure 31: Forester sash with jewels. .............................................................................................. 147 

Figure 32: Forester jewel. ..................................................................................................................... 148 

Figure 33: First committee: Melbourne Association for making Passover Cakes. ........ 177 

Figure 34: Temperance pledge, Sons of Temperance. .............................................................. 189 

Figure 35: Metropolitan Gas Company. .......................................................................................... 194 

Figure 36: Denton Hat Mills. ................................................................................................................ 194 

Figure 37: Henry Thomas Normanton Tisdall, FLS. ................................................................... 199 

Figure 38: ANA Membership certificate. ........................................................................................ 204 

Figure 39: ANA Membership certificate, lower detail. .............................................................. 204 

Figure 40: Fete Day at the Friendly Society Gardens ................................................................ 211 

Figure 41: Friendly Society Gardens, Melbourne, 1898. .......................................................... 212 

Figure 42: Celebrating Dan O’Connell’s birthday at Friendly Societies’ Gardens. ......... 213 

Figure 43: Druids House, 1887, first prize in a Druids fund raising raffle. ....................... 214 

Figure 44: Melbourne Hospital, 1867. ............................................................................................. 230 

Figure 45: Mack’s Hotel, Geelong, 1857. ......................................................................................... 231 

Figure 46: Walhalla Hospital Carnival procession 1910, Oddfellows Hall on right. ..... 233 

Figure 47: Melbourne Weekly Courier, 1845. ................................................................................ 248 

Figure 48: Melbourne Punch, ‘The Butcher’s Shop’, Alfred Hospital. ................................... 250 

Figure 49: Melbourne Punch, ‘A Blue Pill’. ...................................................................................... 252 

Figure 50: Prahran United Friendly Societies Dispensary. ..................................................... 258 

Figure 51: Melbourne Punch, ‘Dr Spots treats Dr Drops’. ......................................................... 260 

Figure 52: Melbourne Punch, ‘The Poor Fellow has been Hurt’. ............................................ 261 

Figure 53: Advance Australia, the Doctors’ Strike. ...................................................................... 267 

Figure 54: Anzac Buffet, London. ....................................................................................................... 293 

Figure 55: Honor Roll, Sons of Temperance, Lara. ..................................................................... 300 

Figure 56: Roll of Honor, ANA, Fish Creek. .................................................................................... 301 

Figure 57: Honor Roll, MUIOOF, St Arnaud. .................................................................................. 302 

 

 



ix 

 

LIST OF TABLES 
 

Table 1: Population of Walhalla. .......................................................................................................... 64 

Table 2: Victorian 1871 Census, occupational categories. ........................................................ 68 

Table 3: Comparison of population to friendly society memberships, 1871-1874......... 69 

Table 4: Daylesford MUIOOF member occupations. .................................................................... 72 

Table 5: Occupational analysis of eight friendly society branches. ....................................... 74 

Table 6: Occupational analysis, Victoria and Its Metropolis. ..................................................... 76 

Table 7: Occupational analysis, Cyclopedia of Victoria. ............................................................... 77 

Table 8: Occupational analysis, People Australia. ......................................................................... 79 

Table 9: Politicians and friendly society memberships. ............................................................. 80 

Table 10: Rechabite meeting locations, 1906. .............................................................................. 107 

Table 11: Ratio of females to males, England. .............................................................................. 154 

Table 12: Ratio of females to males, Victoria. ............................................................................... 155 

Table 13: Female friendly societies, 1920. .................................................................................... 167 

Table 14: Female membership by friendly society, 1920. ....................................................... 168 

Table 15: Flowchart of predecessor societies, HACBS, 1871. ................................................ 171 

Table 16: Registration dates of dividing societies, 1908-1921. ............................................ 193 

Table 17: Properties reserved or granted to friendly societies. ........................................... 210 

Table 18: Ballarat UFS Dispensary, analysis of membership, 1894. ................................... 255 

Table 19: Bendigo UFS Medical Institute, analysis of membership, 1894. ....................... 256 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



x 

 

ABBREVIATIONS AND USE OF NAMES 
 

Friendly societies were frequently registered with long legal names. A consequence of this 

formality was that the words ‘friendly society’ were often omitted from the names when 

they were being used in general communications. In other instances, especially in 

newspapers and for informal communications, the name would be reduced to an acronym. 

That having been said, there was not a consistent approach. For the purposes of this thesis 

and to assist the reader, where possible the full name is used once in each chapter with 

subsequent referencing in that chapter by use of a shortened name or the acronym. For 

example, the Australian Natives Association Friendly Society was more frequently known as 

the Australian Natives Association; its acronym of ANA was the common usage and will be 

used in this thesis.  

The use of the word Oddfellows appears in some names. The Grand United Order of 

Oddfellows did not have a shortened version and the acronym GUOOF was its usual name. 

Similarly, the Independent Order of Oddfellows was usually referenced as IOOF. The 

Independent Order of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity, was usually named Manchester Unity. 

 

Acronym Friendly Societies     Shortened Name 

 

ANA  Australian Natives Association.      

AOF  Ancient Order of Foresters.     Foresters 

AOS  Ancient Order of Shepherds.     Shepherds 

AWA  Australasian Women's Association.      

BUFS  Bendigo United Friendly Societies Medical Institute. 

GUOFG  Grand United Order of Free Gardeners.   Gardeners 

GUOOF  Grand United Order of Oddfellows.      

HACBS  Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society.  Hibernians 

INF  Irish National Foresters.      

IOOF  Independent Order of Oddfellows.      

IOR  Independent Order of Rechabites, Salford Unity.  Rechabites 

JMAS  Jewish Aid Mutual Society. 

MDKV  Melbourner Deutscher Kranken Verein.     
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MTAS  Melbourne Total Abstinence Society.  

MUIOOF Independent Order of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity.  Manchester Unity 

OSA  Order of St. Andrew.     

OST  Order of Sons of Temperance.  

PUFSDMI Prahran United Friendly Societies Dispensary  

and Medical Institute.  

PAFS  Protestant Alliance Friendly Society.   Protestant Alliance 

SPS  St. Patrick's Society.     

UAOD  United Ancient Order of Druids.         Druids 

UFJBS  United Friends’ Jewish Benefit Society. 

       

General Abbreviations       

       

ADB  Australian Dictionary of Biography.      

AMJ  Australian Medical Journal.      

BMA  British Medical Association (Victorian Branch). 

ERC English Royal Commission - Report from the Royal Commission appointed to 
inquire into Friendly and Benefit Building Societies, 1871-1874.  

FSAV  Friendly Societies Association of Victoria. 

NBAC  Noel Butlin Archives Centre, Australian National University. 

PROV  Public Record Office of Victoria. 

SLV  State Library of Victoria. 

UFS  United Friendly Societies. 

VLC  Victorian Legislative Council 

VPP  Victorian Parliamentary Papers 

VRC  Victorian Royal Commission - Royal Commission Appointed to Inquire into the 
Working of the Friendly Societies Statute, 1875. This thesis has only used the 
final report - Report of the Royal Commission Appointed to Inquire into the 
Working of the Friendly Societies Statute Together with Minutes of Evidence 
and Appendices, 1877/78, VPP, No. 51, (Commission Report). 

WRC Wasley Royal Commission - Report of the Royal Commission to Investigate the 
Disputes and Differences Leading to the Resignation of Medical Officers of 
Friendly Societies or Branches, and to Consider and Make Recommendations 
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with Respect to Agreements between Medical Officers and Friendly Societies, 
1918, VPP, No. 33. 

 

USE OF NAMES 

Victoria 

This thesis spans eighty years during which time the Port Phillip District of the Colony of 

New South Wales became the Colony of Victoria in 1851 and finally the State of Victoria in 

1901. The name Victoria has been used from 1851. 

Oddfellow 

In scholarly texts, and primary and secondary sources, the words Oddfellow and Odd Fellow 

frequently appear. Oddfellow is the most frequently used spelling and it has been adopted 

in this thesis. The reader should be aware that the term Oddfellow was commonly used as a 

generic term for a person who was a member of a friendly society. Confusingly, it also often 

referred to a member of either the Independent Order of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity 

(MUIOOF) or the Independent Order of Oddfellows (IOOF) being two separate societies. 

These were two separate societies in Australia despite there being common roots in their 

early histories. This similarity of names gives rise to a dilemma for a researcher – was an 

Oddfellow a member of one of these two bodies or simply a member of any friendly society? 

Sometimes additional information enabled a distinction to be made but usually not. In those 

instances when quantitative and qualitative analyses were being made of the research 

information and a positive identification could not be made, the name of the society was 

taken as unknown but friendly society membership acknowledged. 

Friendly societies 

The thesis lists many friendly society names. It also documents over 2,700 friendly societies 

as being registered by 1920. Two issues arise. First, criteria need to be established to define 

what is a friendly society. Second, with friendly societies having unique names for their 

meeting places, what would be an appropriate generic name for such a location? For the 

purposes of this thesis, a friendly society was incorporated into the research if it was 

registered with the Victorian Registrar of Friendly Societies. The Registrar operated under 

contemporary legislation from 1855. Appendix A contains a listing of friendly societies 

compiled by me from the files of the Registrar, held at the PROV, as part of this research. 

Each friendly society was allocated a registration number by the Registrar. If a number was 

allocated, a separate friendly society existed for statutory purposes despite most of them 
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being under the umbrella of a large affiliated organisation, for example Manchester Unity, 

Australian Natives Association or the Rechabites.  

 In respect of the names for each friendly society location, this thesis has used the 

generic term - branch. The names lodges, tents, sanctuaries, and branches were those 

commonly used by the societies, depending on which society was being discussed. The 

correct name is used if the actual friendly society is identified.
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INTRODUCTION 
 

In 1697, writing some twenty-two years before publishing Robinson Crusoe, Daniel 

Defoe expounded his theories for social and economic improvement of the English 

population in An Essay on Projects. In a wide-ranging treatise examining subjects 

including banks, insurance, highways, gambling and academies, Defoe considered the 

potential role of friendly societies. He defined them as ‘a number of people entering into 

a mutual compact to help one another in case any disaster or distress fall upon them.’1 

This definition displays a universality of purpose that Defoe illustrates with examples of 

farmers collaborating in flood mitigation projects and mounted troopers contributing to 

a fund to purchase a horse for a fellow trooper who has lost his mount. In modern day 

terms, the first example might be an agricultural co-operative and the second an 

insurance enterprise. Defoe went further to propose that organisations provide relief 

for disabled seamen as well as the widows and children of deceased sailors and indeed 

provide relief to widows and families generally. Defoe proposed that men in 

employment would contribute to funds that would be centrally controlled with 

government oversight thereby relieving distress in a period when there was no State 

welfare. Defoe summarised his proposal succinctly: 

 

That all persons in the time of their health and youth, while they 

are able to work and spare it, should lay up some small 

inconsiderable part of their gettings as a deposit in safe hands, to 

lie as a store in bank to relieve them, if by age or accident they come 

to be disabled or incapable to provide for themselves, and that if 

God so bless them that they nor theirs never come to need it, the 

overplus may be employed to relieve such as shall.2 

 

                                                             
1 Daniel Defoe and Henry Morley, The Earlier Life and the Chief Earlier Works of Daniel Defoe (Carisbrooke 
Library. London: Routledge, 1889), p. 80. 

2 Daniel Defoe and Henry Morley, The Earlier Life and the Chief Earlier Works of Daniel Defoe, p. 90. 
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Almost a century later in 1793 when State sponsored welfare was not provided in 

Britain, the first English legislation was passed in respect of friendly societies. This 

formative legislation—known as Rose’s Act, the initiative of George Rose, Secretary of 

the Treasury—presaged a century of legislative and community initiatives that 

fundamentally altered the availability of sickness, medical and funeral benefits 

throughout the British Empire. These initiatives were driven by the promotion of self-

help, mutuality and voluntarism during the nineteenth century. These were the 

attributes of friendly societies that are the subject of investigation in this thesis. 

This thesis is important because it expands the historiography and 

understanding of the friendly society movement in Victoria. Friendly societies have had 

little scholarly attention in Australia, yet they once impacted half the population of 

Victoria. Theirs is a story of a transnational flow of people, principles, and bureaucracy. 

This flow of humanity and ideas brought with it concepts of mutuality and self-help, both 

essential during the eighty-five years covered by this thesis, given state welfare 

remained embryonic until the twentieth century. The thesis investigates the time frame 

1835 to 1920. The year 1835 is the year the future site for Melbourne was occupied by 

the colonists arriving from Van Diemen’s Land. The year 1920 is two years after a Royal 

Commission into the relationship between the friendly societies and the medical 

profession, as examined in Chapter Six. The thesis concludes that by 1920, with the 

imposition of a new contract between the two groups, there was an irrevocable shift in 

the relationship that saw the medical profession in control of its destiny for the first 

time. After 1920, the influence of the friendly societies gradually waned. 

The formation of friendly societies in Victoria was stimulated by entrepreneurial 

individuals who migrated seeking wealth and opportunity. Friendly societies 

encouraged financial prudence and social conviviality within the umbrella of recognised 

institutions that lent social respectability to their members. An aura of respectability 

overlays many of the important themes addressed in this thesis. 

 

Friendly societies were a social welfare concept that had their golden days in the 

nineteenth century. They were overtaken in the twentieth century by the establishment 

of what is now termed the Welfare State. Stein Kuhnle and Anne Sander argued that ‘the 

modern welfare state followed what Rimlinger (1971) labelled ‘the liberal break’, a 

rupture between the old, pre-industrial concept of dependence and protection and the 
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emerging modern concept of social protection induced by industrialization and 

democratization.’3 Friendly societies in Britain, as in some European countries, were a 

prominent feature of Rimlinger’s liberal break. There have been minor variations in the 

nature of the European societies. Bruno Palier noted that in Germany, friendly societies 

were titled ‘Hilfskassen’ ( translates as relief funds or help funds) whereas in France they 

were known as ‘Société de secours mutualles’ (society for mutual aid) and that these 

societies became places for political discussion and played a role in the development of 

trade unions.4 Although Bismarck implemented his Prussian social welfare reforms over 

a period of years to 1889, such social welfare reforms were not universal in other 

nations until well into the twentieth century. 5  

 

In the meantime, the role of the English friendly societies rose to prominence. 

Peter H. J. H. Gosden, having edited and published his 1959 Ph.D. thesis with the title The 

Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875, also published Self-Help: Voluntary Associations 

in Nineteenth-century Britain in 1973.6 A distinguishing feature of Gosden’s work is his 

scepticism of the myths underlying the history of friendly societies. A hallmark of many 

friendly societies was their early adoption of pomp and circumstance with ceremonies, 

regalia and secrecy pervading meetings and community perceptions. Gosden relates the 

claims of one friendly society ‘said to have had their origins in AD 55 in the reign of the 

Emperor Nero … The Antediluvians laid claim to even greater antiquity while there were 

Foresters who counted Adam as the “first Forester”’. He concluded that ‘the origins of 

the friendly society in the accepted sense of the term seem to have been much more 

recent and perhaps more prosaic than these ideas might suggest.’7 The importance of 

Gosden is not just that he wrote on a topic for which the historiography is small, but he 

researched and wrote at a time when friendly societies were still operating in the United 

                                                             
3  Stein Kuhnle and Anne Sander, ‘The emergence of the western welfare state’ in Francis G. Castles and 
Universität Bremen, Transformations of the State Collaborative Research Centre, The Oxford Handbook of the 
Welfare State (Oxford Handbooks. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010), p. 64. 

4 Bruno Palier, ‘Continental Western Europe’ in Francis G. Castles and Universität Bremen, Transformations of 
the State Collaborative Research Centre, The Oxford Handbook of the Welfare State (Oxford Handbooks. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2010), p. 602-603. 

5 Kuhnle and Sander, ‘The emergence of the western welfare state’, p. 64. 

6 Peter H. J. H. Gosden, Self-Help; Voluntary Associations in the 19th Century (Studies in Economic and Social 
History. London: Batsford, 1973). 

7 Gosden, Self-Help; Voluntary Associations in the 19th Century, p. 3. 



4 

 

Kingdom and institutional memories were still intact. In Australia, however, there are 

few visible reminders of friendly societies and their raison d’etre has been largely 

eliminated by the prudential and financial necessities of twentieth and twenty-first 

century State oversight and governance concerns. Other than some pharmacy-

orientated friendly societies, they now only exist with small social gatherings and the 

nineteenth-century names are largely receding into in a twilight zone of public memory.  

Although Gosden’s two texts reflect an historical narrative that is factual, they do 

not provide comprehensive insights into the relationships, roles and place of friendly 

societies in their communities. Daniel Weinbren and Simon Cordery have each written 

extensively on these relationships. Cordery noted that prior to his British Friendly 

Societies, 1750-1914 in 2003, there had been virtually no other interpretation of the 

friendly society movement besides Gosden’s scholarly works.8 When bridging the gap 

between Gosden and the twenty-first century, Cordery’s work has placed friendly 

societies within the context of British political history with the social aspects of 

respectability and voluntarism featuring prominently. Weinbren on the other hand has 

focused on the issues of mutuality and reciprocity. He also promoted the development 

of the Friendly Societies Research Group at the Open University, United Kingdom. 

Although only operating for a decade to 2010, the Friendly Societies Research Group 

members expanded the historiography through the lens of social and labour histories. 

Weinbren has also published a British history of the Independent Order of Oddfellows, 

Manchester Unity, that has the advantage of not being hagiographically written by a 

member of the institution, as has been a feature of many such individual histories.9 This 

wider examination of friendly societies in the United Kingdom by Cordery and Weinbren 

is not reflected in the Australian academy to any significant degree. 

In the Australian context, the scholarly literature follows the Gosden model. The 

seminal text on Australian friendly societies by David Green and Lawrence Cromwell, 

published in 1984, provides a similar style of narrative to Gosden’s analysis of friendly 

societies in the United Kingdom. Like Cordery, Green and Cromwell observed the 

                                                             
8 Simon Cordery, British Friendly Societies, 1750-1914, (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003), p. 1. 

9 Daniel Weinberg, The Oddfellows 1810-2010 (Lancaster, UK: Carnegie Publishing, 2010); Daniel Weinbren (ed.), 
Friendly Societies Research Group Newsletter (Milton Keynes: United Kingdom Open University, Friendly Societies 
Research Group, 1999-2010). 
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constant theme in the historiography of friendly societies, being the lack of research on 

the topic. Green and Cromwell discuss this ‘neglected story’, noting that few historians 

have devoted any attention to the friendly societies.10 This paucity of research highlights 

the fact that friendly societies have what could be termed invisible histories, given little 

attention or indeed not referenced at all by Australian historians. Although Geoffrey 

Blainey has written on the history of the Independent Order of Oddfellows in Australia, 

he makes no mention of any friendly society or their place in nineteenth-century Victoria 

in his history of that state.11 This lack of scholarly attention may have been caused by 

membership of friendly societies being a very personal and partially secretive decision, 

similarly to Freemasonry membership. Green and Cromwell do not offer an answer to 

their observation but reflect that ‘all these things are forgotten in the wonderful spirit 

of humanitarian mateship.’12   

Bob James researched friendly societies in Australia during the late twentieth 

century during which time there was renewed academic interest in fraternal societies 

and trade unions. James’ polemical style of writing argued against the narrow focus 

taken by labour historians and he sought to define friendly societies under the overall 

heading of fraternal societies. James incorporated trade unions, Freemasons and 

friendly societies within the concept of fraternal societies, having first noted that the 

antecedents of all three were the guilds that dominated pre-industrial revolution British 

labour relations in the centuries up to the eighteenth century. James argued that there 

were five elements of a guild exhibited by some but not necessarily all the above 

fraternal societies: 

 

 Ceremonies investing an initiate with membership, being secret 

practices guarded by rituals open only to those in the know, 

 An oath of acceptance sworn by the incoming member, being a 

practice ‘explained’ by moral tales and religious symbols, 

                                                             
10 David G. Green and Lawrence G. Cromwell, Mutual Aid or Welfare State: Australia's Friendly Societies (Sydney: 
George Allen & Unwin, 1984), p. xiv. 

11Geoffrey Blainey, Odd Fellows: A History of IOOF Australia (Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 1991); A History of Victoria 
(Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 2006). 

12 Green and Cromwell, Mutual Aid or Welfare State, p. xiv. 
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 A structure of internal advancement, being practices providing 

opportunities for and justifying fraternal bonding, 

 Membership bound to the whole as contributors and recipients, 

a bonding providing the sinew defending the structure and 

individual ‘brothers’,  

 A structure with social strength incorporating feasting, 

harmony and speechmaking, taking the lodge strength to family 

and the community. 

In summary, the elements were conviviality, secrecy, fraternity, welfare and religion.13  

James and Weinbren jointly examined these elements in their comparative 

analysis of friendly societies in Australia and the United Kingdom. Although Getting a 

Grip: The Roles of Friendly Societies in Australia and Britain Reappraised is only an 

introductory paper on the subject, it provides a comparative analysis using the larger 

British historiography as a foundation. 14  The significance of this paper is that it 

identifies many of the unique features of the Australian scene using the categories of 

class, migration, gender and democracy. Gender issues and democracy feature strongly 

in both British and Australian friendly societies whereas the gold rushes, accompanied 

by mass migration of all social classes, feature prominently in the Australian scene but 

have no equivalent in the British setting.  

Like many social organisations and companies, Victorian friendly societies 

sometimes celebrated their anniversaries by having a history commissioned to 

document their successes and to remember their founders. Unsurprisingly hagiographic 

in nature, they do, however, provide a commentary of the progress achieved over a 

period of decades. These books and monographs were written for all the major friendly 

societies and for convenience they are separately listed in the Bibliography under 

secondary sources, friendly societies’ histories. Less in number are scholarly theses on 

                                                             
13 Refer to a collection of speeches and papers including ‘Errors and Omissions in Labour History’, ‘A Background 
Statement on Benefit Societies’ and ‘A History of Neglect by The Societies’ in Bob James, Squandering Social 
Capital: Trade Unions, Freemasons, and Friendly Societies in Australia (Newcastle, N.S.W.: B. James, 2003). James 
has also published: Bob James, Craft, Trade or Mystery? Part One–Britain from Gothic Cathedrals to the Tolpuddle 
Conspirators, www.takver.com, 2002, online, accessed 15 January 2016; Bob James, They Call Each Brother, The 
Strange, Slow Death of Mateship in Australia 1788–2010, The Authentic History (Tighes Hill, N.S.W.: B. James, 
2010). 

14  Daniel Weinbren, and Bob James, ‘Getting a grip: The roles of friendly societies in Australia and Britain 
reappraised’, Labour History, 88, (2005): 87-103. 

http://www.takver.com/
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specific topics relating to the societies. Of note is that by Nancy Renfree whose 

occupational information relating to Italians working in the Daylesford gold-mining 

region complemented my further research on that topic, see Chapter Two. Similarly, the 

theses have been listed in the Bibliography under secondary sources, theses. 

Alison Bashford and Stuart McIntyre, in their introduction to History of Australia, 

state:  

The wealth generated by gold, immigration and foreign investment 

created a society with one of the highest standards of living in the 

world. The gold-rush years and what Australian historians have 

come to call the ‘long boom’ – from the 1860s to the end of the 

1880s - have generated many local histories, especially of 

Melbourne and Victoria.15  

 

Bashford and McIntyre further described ‘visible patterns of cities, transportation and 

communications’ and ‘invisible patterns that governed social engagement, family 

formation and leisure.’16 Friendly societies are imbricated in these local histories. They 

are also in the visible and invisible patterns that overlay the rural and suburban societies 

that grew from humble beginnings into the modern State of Victoria. 

Scholarly literature on mid-nineteenth-century Victoria is framed by two 

intersecting developments: the gold rushes and the flowering of democracy. Although 

friendly societies had a presence in Victoria prior to the 1851 discoveries of gold, they 

flourished as a social movement with the mining of gold and the consequential spread 

of the population across the colony. Miners, shopkeepers, rural workers and their like 

joined friendly societies wherever mining occurred. Like many of the goldfield locations 

that are now ghost towns and no longer appear on today’s maps, so friendly societies in 

these towns and camps faded away only to resurface wherever the population next 

settled. Those who remained as permanent residents, after the gold rushes abated, 

turned their minds to what would become the more permanent community institutions.  

                                                             
15 Alison Bashford and Stuart Macintyre (eds.), The Cambridge History of Australia (Cambridge: Port Melbourne, 
Vic.: Cambridge University Press, 2013), Vol 1, p. 11. 

16 Bashford and Stuart Macintyre (eds.), The Cambridge History of Australia, Vol. 1, p. 7. 
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Gold and democracy are just two of the developments in which friendly societies 

were participants. This thesis will highlight the multifaceted nature of friendly societies; 

friendly societies do not neatly fit into one section of the scholarship. Historians 

studying migration and global population movement, social welfare, the foundation of 

political systems, cultural and recreational studies and Australian settler societies could 

do well to reference friendly societies. Historians studying the relationship of Australia 

to transnational population flows across the Pacific, Indian and Atlantic oceans could 

examine the movement of friendly societies from British shores to English speaking 

settler colonies - the American colonies being an early example with the West Indies, 

Canada, South Africa, New Zealand and Australia following in the nineteenth century. 

This transnational movement was not just one way. This thesis will describe the 

formative role played by Victorian friendly societies in the establishment of brother 

organisations in Britain, New Zealand and South Africa.  

Migration to Victoria brought with it the skills, occupations and interests of the 

immigrants as evidenced in the names and records of the friendly societies. Such 

societies were established after 1839, the foundation year of the first Victorian society, 

the Melbourne Union Benefit Society. A copy of this society’s rules is preserved in the 

State Library of Victoria, but we have little other evidence of its existence. The society 

had Captain Lonsdale as its Patron and when Superintendent Charles La Trobe was 

welcomed to Melbourne, the society’s banner led a civic procession of welcome.17 At that 

time, friendly societies operated under legislation enacted in the Colony of New South 

Wales. It was not until 1855 that the newly established Colony of Victoria enacted its 

first legislation providing for non-compulsory registration of the societies with the 

Registrar of Friendly Societies. Timber workers were the first to register a Victorian 

society and used the name Melbourne Sawyers’ Friendly Society. They had previously 

had their rules certified in 1847 and on 14 September 1855, John Lascelles certified the 

rules under the new legislation. Members paid 9d per week for twelve months before 

being deemed a member although sickness benefits were available after six months. Sick 

members had a curfew to be home by 8pm from October to March otherwise the curfew 

was 6pm. Sick pay was 10/- per week for the first three months, then 5/- per week for 

the next three months; after six months, payments were at the stewards’ discretion. A 

                                                             
17 Australian, Sydney, 7 November 1839, p. 3. 
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death benefit for members of £5 was payable, £3 for a wife and £1 for children under 

twelve years. No benefits were payable if the sickness was due to illegal or immoral 

practices and they would be discontinued if the member was found intoxicated or 

working without permission. A member would be expelled from the society if they were 

imprisoned but would be reinstated if ultimately found to be not guilty. Meetings were 

initially held at the Dan O’Connell Inn in Bourke Street, Melbourne.18 

Other occupational groups registered the Victorian Shipwrights’ Friendly 

Society, the Melbourne Association for Making Passover Cakes, United Laborers’ 

Friendly Society, and the Melbourne and Hobsons Bay United Railway Company’s 

Servants Benefit Society. 19  Immigrants also brought their prior associations with 

English societies and ultimately these friendly societies became amongst the largest and 

most active in Victoria including: Independent Order of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity; 

Independent Order of Rechabites, Salford Unity; Ancient Order of Foresters, Salford 

Unity; Grand United Order of Oddfellows; Independent Order of Oddfellows; Irish 

National Foresters; United Ancient Order of Druids and Grand United Order of Free 

Gardeners.  

Gradually new societies were created. Some catered for sectarian interests 

including the St Patrick’s Society, the Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society, 

and Protestant Alliance Friendly Society; employer-associated societies came later 

including the Dunlop Sick Benefit Society, the Yarraville I.C.I.A.N.Z. Sick and Accident 

Society, and the East Melbourne Salvation Army Printing Works Sick & Holiday Club. 

Significantly, only persons born in Australia could join the Australian Natives 

Association. The Registrar of Friendly Societies recorded societies down to the branch 

level and by 1880 there were 32 parent societies registered with 748 branches and 

46,074 members;20 by 1913 there were 47 parent societies, 1,501 branches and 157,280 

members.21 By the closing year of this thesis, 1920, there were 55 parent societies, 1,475 

                                                             
18 PROV, Registrar’s files, VPRS 284/ P0000/34. 

19 Appendix A of this thesis contains a listing of friendly societies registered under the Victorian legislation up to 
1921. 

20 Victoria, Report of the Government Statist, Victorian Parliamentary Papers, 1881, No. 10, xiii. 

21 Victoria, Report of the Government Statist Victorian Parliamentary Papers, 1914, 2nd series, No. 6, ix. 
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branches and 143,021 members.22 These statistics in themselves do not tell the whole 

story. As the settlement of Victoria progressed and rural town populations waxed and 

waned with the dynamics of gold mining and pastoral activities, friendly societies in 

some communities disappeared when the population moved on to more fertile ground, 

only to set up a new branch of their society. An analysis of the Registrar of Friendly 

Societies’ annual returns reveals that over 2,700 branches had been registered as 

individual societies by the 1920s but equally only 1475 branches existed by 1921. An 

examination of the high attrition rate is an important feature of this thesis, and the 

conclusion notes that friendly societies lost their significance in the community after the 

1930s. The nineteenth century was their apotheosis whereas the twentieth century saw 

the rise of State-based welfare arrangements that would ultimately force their economic 

demise with their only current-day reminders being initials and names on some historic 

buildings and Melbourne office skyscrapers, as discussed in Chapter Three.23  

Male society dominated the operation of friendly societies in England and 

mitigated against the establishment of female friendly societies. The social attitudes of 

English nineteenth-century men diminished the opportunities for women to be either 

members of existing societies or to form their own female societies. This position was 

highlighted by the nature of benefits available to male members; women were already 

substantial beneficiaries of male friendly societies given the benefits provided to the 

workingman, his spouse and his family. These spousal and family benefits were a feature 

of Victorian friendly societies. Therefore, just as in England, the concept of female 

friendly societies languished in Victoria. Despite this circumstance being common to 

both countries, one issue specific to Victoria further diminished the impetus to establish 

friendly societies for women in the first place. The female population of Victoria was 

small when friendly societies were being established in the colony. This situation, 

combined with the fact that the ratio of females to males in Victoria was less than in 

                                                             
22 Victoria, Report of the Government Statist Victorian Parliamentary Papers, 1921, No. 26, iv; the Spanish flu 
epidemic and war related deaths are noted as contributing factors to the decreasing membership in 1920. 

23 Look up at the IOOF neon sign atop 161 Collins Street Melbourne or AUSTRALIAN UNITY on 114 Albert Road, 
South Melbourne with the latter created by merging Australian Natives Association, Manchester Unity 
Independent Order of Oddfellows as well as Grand United Independent Order of Oddfellows. A search of the 
terms friendly societies, temperance or the organisational acronyms (MUIOOF, IOOF, etc.) on the database of 
Heritage Council Victoria reveals dozens of former friendly societies’ meeting halls and dispensaries in 
Melbourne and rural towns scattered across Victoria.  
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England, ensured that the need for assistance was greatly reduced.24 More importantly, 

the viability of female societies would have been problematic due to the small 

population through which the financial risk could be spread.  

Other factors also influenced the lack of female participation in the friendly 

society movement. As well as cultural and demographic considerations, there was also 

the more pragmatic issue of who could afford to pay the contributions and the perceived 

risks associated with insuring females. Housewives had no income against which they 

could insure for sick pay and, like some men, women in menial roles could not have 

afforded to maintain the fortnightly contributions. Gosden reflected that the nineteenth 

century was one of large families and frequent pregnancies that would mean ‘the 

economic cost of sickness insurance for a married woman was apt to be high.’ 25 

Complicating the cost factor even further was the fragile nature of working-class 

households in the towns and rural communities across both England and Victoria. This 

revolved around the important consideration of the stability of employment of both the 

husband and wife. 

Friendly societies provided a cloak of social and welfare security for Australian 

families from the early nineteenth century to the middle of the twentieth century. 

Commencing with sickness and funeral benefits, friendly societies ultimately became 

partial participants in the State-sponsored provision of medical and hospital benefits. 

Initially with limited government supervision, friendly societies brought together 

immigrants in a variety of social contexts; ethnicity and religion were strong 

foundations for some friendly societies as were occupational and regional community 

ties. The social cohesion evinced through these social contexts was not just the province 

of friendly societies but could also be found in the formation of the trade union 

movement, the rise of trading co-operatives and the establishment of provident and life 

insurance companies. This thesis will argue that friendly societies were the most 

community orientated and encompassing of these social developments – ‘adapting ideas 

associated with magic, the theatre, trade unions, Freemasonry, guilds and insurance 

                                                             
24 The gender ratio in England and Victoria is discussed in detail in Chapter Four.  

25 Gosden, The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875, p. 61. 
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companies, (they) focused on the construction of social relationships and the 

institutionalization of benevolence.’26 

Complementing these social, political and business movements was the 

influential social cohort in nineteenth-century Victoria – the religious institutions. There 

is much scholarly research on the influence and presence of the churches, religion and 

the sectarian ‘troubles’ that played out in nineteenth and early twentieth-century 

Victoria.27 Geoffrey Blainey asserted that the strong reason for the rise in the interest of 

religion in Victoria was that ‘Victorians were overwhelmingly the immigrants of the 

1850s, and they came from islands where the interest in religion had increased with the 

Oxford movement, the rise of the Primitive Methodists, the split in the churches of 

Scotland and the spiritual quickening in Ireland.’ 28  This wave of immigration that 

brought the various strands of religion was accompanied by knowledge of friendly 

societies and their role in communities from which migrants had travelled. Religious 

affiliations influenced the friendly society movement as they did many other social 

institutions, although a major feature of most friendly societies was their non-sectarian 

nature. Friendly societies generally acknowledged a supreme being but with religious 

tolerance within and without the individual branches. Having noted the status of 

religious institutions and their influence and importance in the community psyche, this 

thesis will argue that friendly societies were the next major societal force in Victoria. 

Membership of friendly societies was extensive within the male working population but 

more importantly this thesis determines that the beneficiaries of friendly society 

benefits would have comprised over fifty percent of the Victorian population in the early 

                                                             
26 Weinbren, The Oddfellows 1810-2010, p. 1. 

27 For an Australian perspective, Alan Atkinson wrote under the heading ‘God and humanity’ in The Europeans 
in Australia, Volume Two: Democracy (Sydney: UNSW Press, 2016), pp. 240-270, and The Europeans in Australia, 
Volume Two: Nation (Sydney: UNSW Press, 2014), pp. 264-298. Sectarian conflict was a major issue during the 
World War One conscription debates, see Robin Archer, Joy Damousi, Murray Goot and Sean Scalmer, (eds.), 
The conscription conflict and the Great War (Clayton, Victoria: Monash University Press, 2016). In Victoria, 
sectarianism impacted on the provision of education, a subject investigated by Geoffrey Serle, The Golden Age: 
A History of the Colony of Victoria 1851-1861 (Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 1963), pp. 336-352, and 
The Rush to be Rich: A History of the Colony of Victoria 1883-1889 (Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 
1971), pp. 10-11, also pp. 127-175 for churches and religion. 

28 Blainey, A History of Victoria, p. 111. 
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twentieth century; although numerically smaller, Tasmania and South Australian 

achieved fifty and seventy percent coverage of their respective populations.29  

In the Australian historiography, this level of beneficial participation by the 

population is not widely recognised. Friendly societies lack academic scrutiny as a major 

social force despite this numeric importance in society. Unlike the Mechanics Institutes 

and the Freemasons whose architectural heritage and symbolism is regularly seen in 

rural towns and suburbs across Victoria, friendly societies have not left a significant 

heritage trail that can be physically studied. Friendly societies dropped out of sight. This 

may have contributed to their invisibility, although this thesis will highlight that 

evidence of their existence is all around the community even at the most grassroots 

level. In the histories of pubs and hotels spread throughout Victorian country towns and 

suburbs, that were initially the regular meeting places for friendly society business 

activities, they were the locus for friendly society funerals and wakes as well as being 

the common meeting places for all members of the community. 

The non-financial fraternal aspect of friendly societies was a major contributor 

to their existence. Pubs have always been social gathering places. For nineteenth-

century friendly societies they were a place of branch business as well as recreation. 

Recreational activities also spilled out onto the streets and into Victoria’s parks and 

gardens; so important were the recreational activities of friendly societies that the 

Victorian government gazetted the allotment of land in towns all over the State for the 

use of friendly societies, with the name Friendly Society Gardens still in use to this day 

in some municipalities. This thesis argues that friendly societies deserve to be better 

recognised as having influenced the availability of public space in Victoria as well as 

playing an integral role in the recreational activities of Victorian towns and rural 

communities. 

The greatest feature of friendly societies was their encouragement of mutual 

self-help and thrift within communities. Daniel Weinbren expanded this theme in his 

history of the English friendly society, Manchester Unity, by asserting that ‘The Society 

did not simply rely on people being helpful. It was structured to encouraged (sic) mutual 

                                                             

29 David G. Green and Lawrence G. Cromwell, Mutual Aid or Welfare State, P. 218. 
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aid. It recognised, as others have subsequently, that huge differences in behaviour flow 

from differences in circumstances, that people are more inclined to behave in a virtuous 

fashion if encouraged to do so.’30 This mutual self-help extended to developing skills of 

leadership in members through participation in the administration of the societies from 

branches through to the head office, by encouraging debating and public speaking skills 

that fostered the development of the State and the nation, and by providing financial 

assistance to fellow members and the wider community in times of financial distress. 

The financial viability of friendly societies was critical if they were to provide 

future benefits. The importance of this issue can be identified in an application for 

membership. Noting that a membership invitation would only be given to a person who 

was determined to be of good character, a proposed member then had to provide 

information relating to age, marital status and occupation. This was also supported by a 

medical certificate issued by the doctor contracted to the branch. Why was this 

information critical? Why was the medical examination important? Age, health and 

occupation were essential for assessing the financial risk of the friendly society having 

to pay out sickness and funeral benefits as well as funding medical attendance. A sixty-

five-year-old underground miner would have been a greater financial risk than an 

eighteen-year-old librarian. Marital status was important because most friendly 

societies provided benefits to a spouse and family members under the age of sixteen 

years. This expanded the number of persons for whom the friendly society carried a 

contingent liability. Research for this thesis analysed membership records for several 

societies and branches. This research concludes that traditional inferences by scholars, 

that friendly society memberships were exclusively taken up by manual workers and 

tradesmen, should be revised in the Victorian context. In their introduction, Green and 

Cromwell state: 

 

This book tells the story of Australia’s friendly societies. It tells how 

ordinary Australians – labourers, miners, carpenters, bricklayers, 

stonemasons, blacksmiths, shop workers, railwaymen - banded 

together to provide, by their own exertions and from their own 

                                                             
30 Weinbren, The Oddfellows 1810-2010, p. 2. 
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resources, some of the medical and other essential services they 

lacked.31  

 

My research concludes that the largely blue-collar description of those who paid 

contributions to friendly societies is limited in its depth and essentially misleading. This 

thesis argues that all occupations, trade and professional, took up memberships in 

friendly societies. Previous scholarly texts are misleading because they understate the 

coverage and penetration of friendly society memberships in the Victorian population. 

The research process investigated both primary source membership records and 

secondary records, both contemporary and recent. Within the Victorian context, James 

Smith’s 1903-1905 writings on rural and urban settlements in Victoria provide friendly 

society membership information for dozens of Victorian storekeepers, farmers, 

tradesmen and businessmen.32 Similarly, Alexander Sutherland’s 1888 volumes provide 

biographical entries that disclose friendly society membership affiliations. 33  Both 

authors’ description of small gold-mining settlements, farming districts and growing 

urban towns support the contention that membership of Victorian friendly societies was 

much more widespread than previously asserted by scholars. 

 

Although nationally sourced and not exclusively in a Victorian context, research 

conducted using the Australian Dictionary of Biography (ADB) highlights individuals 

whose entries reference friendly societies, including for members of Manchester Unity, 

Rechabites, Foresters and other societies. 34  Again professionals, administrators and 

businessmen feature prominently. The importance of the national ADB analysis is that 

it demonstrates that the conclusions drawn from the Victorian analyses of the Smith and 

Sutherland texts are not just a Victorian phenomenon. The results of the research into 

occupations and social connections add a new dimension to the small historiography for 

such a prominent social movement in Victoria. It is not relevant that the ADB and works 

                                                             
31 Green and Cromwell, Mutual Aid or Welfare State, p. xiii. 

32 James Smith, The Cyclopedia of Victoria: An Historical and Commercial Review, Descriptive and Biographical 
Facts, Figures and Illustrations, an Epitome of Progress (Melbourne: Cyclopedia Company, 1903-1905), 3 volumes. 

33 Alexander Sutherland, Victoria and its Metropolis: Past and Present (Melbourne: McCarron, Bird & Co, 1888), 2 
volumes. 

34 National Centre of Biography, Australian Dictionary of Biography, Australian National University, website, 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/, accessed 30 September 2018. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/
http://adb.anu.edu.au/
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of Smith and Sutherland may be focussed on the leaders and more prominent citizens of 

rural and urban communities. Their relevance is that they support my contention that 

membership of friendly societies was for all occupations.  

 

 Friendly society members were expected to regularly attend meetings, especially 

the nomination nights for positions of responsibility within the branch. Although the 

names of positions may have varied from friendly society to friendly society, nomination 

nights were usually twice a year when all roles within a friendly society would become 

vacant. Members nominated to fill the positions for the next six months. Further internal 

appointments included Trustees (for making Court investments in their names), and 

auditors. A most important external position to be filled, usually on an annual basis, was 

that of Court Surgeon. Variously called the Lodge Doctor or Club Doctor, the doctor’s role 

was pivotal to the welfare of the friendly society. Larger lodges had more than one 

doctor and there may have been other disciplines employed including masseurs, oculists 

and pharmaceutical chemists.  

The doctor was the mainstay of the system. The role of the lodge doctor evolved 

over time during which the relationship between friendly societies and the medical 

establishment in Victoria deteriorated. Such was the antipathy and hostility that State 

intervention was required between the parties. Green and Cromwell researched the 

unique roles played by friendly societies in the development of the medical and 

pharmacy professions in Australia; unlike the United Kingdom where friendly societies 

were active participants as government agents in delivering Lloyd George’s 1911 and 

later social welfare reforms, the Australian scene was one of continual contestation. 

Green and Cromwell termed this ‘The Battle of the Clubs.’ 35  The contest between 

friendly societies and doctors in Victoria led the Argus newspaper to run the headline 

‘The Doctors’ Strike.’36 Although disputes concerning the ‘sweating’ of doctors occurred 

                                                             
35 Green and Cromwell, Mutual Aid or Welfare State, Chapter 6. 

36 Argus, 11 February 1918. 
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in the United Kingdom and in all states of Australia, the debate was particularly bitter in 

Victoria.37  

Before the Victorian Government called a Royal Commission into the matter in 

1918, tensions had existed since the 1870s.38 Geoffrey Haines researched the pharmacy 

profession in Victoria and Tony Pensabene the medical profession in Victoria. Their 

analyses identified the defensive mechanisms used by friendly societies against both 

professions through the creation of medical institutes and dispensaries that employed 

their own doctors and pharmacists on a full-time basis.39 In this tense atmosphere, any 

possible reforms in social welfare and health in Australia did not have the blessing of the 

friendly societies. This thesis will assert that despite this fraught working relationship, 

friendly societies were a formative influence in the development of the medical and 

pharmacy professions in Victoria. 

 After providing medical benefits through the services of the doctor, funeral 

benefits frequently became an important factor in the benefits obtained through 

membership of a friendly society. Nineteenth-century funerals were visible to the whole 

community as the deceased was carried to the burial site in the company of the grieving 

family and friends.40 One’s place in the social order was solemnly affirmed as the cart, 

bier or hearse processed to the final resting place. Funeral expenses were a burden for 

many families with the nineteenth-century grieving widow requiring mourning clothes 

for herself and the children as well as having to afford the funeral service, undertaker 

expenses and the cemetery grave. Death was inevitable and for working families who 

had lost their breadwinner the shame of an unmarked pauper’s grave could be avoided 

                                                             
37 Ludwig Bruck, The Sweating of the Medical Profession in Australia by the Friendly Societies in Australia (Sydney: 

Ludwig Bruck, 1896). Bruck widely used this term and made it prominent in Australia in this pamphlet.  

38 Victoria, ‘Report of Royal Commission to Investigate the Disputes and Differences Leading to the Resignation of 
Medical Officers of Friendly Societies or Branches, and to Consider and Make Recommendations with Respect to 
Agreements between Medical Officers and Friendly Societies’, (Melbourne: Albert J. Mullett, Government 
Printer, 1918), [Wasley Royal Commission]. 

39 Their major texts in respect of this thesis are: Tony S. Pensabene, The Rise of the Medical Practitioner in Victoria, 
Research Monograph /Health Research Project (Canberra: Australian National University, 1980); Gregory 
Haines, A History of Pharmacy in Victoria (Melbourne: Australian Pharmaceutical Publishing Co. in association 
with the Pharmaceutical Society of Australia (Victorian Branch), 1994). 

40 Death and funerals in the Australian context have been examined by Pat Jalland: Australian Ways of Death: A 
Social and Cultural History 1840-1918 (South Melbourne, Vic.: Oxford University Press, 2002), and Changing 
Ways of Death in Twentieth Century Australia: War, Medicine and the Funeral Business (Sydney: UNSW Press, 
2006), refer Chapter Three.  
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by the friendly society benefit payment. In the nineteenth century, pauperism implied 

an idle life, distinguished the deserving from the undeserving and ‘epitomised the 

negative aspects of the social order the colonists had left behind’ when they migrated to 

Australia.41 The benefits of membership not only covered the unavoidable costs, but the 

deceased’s fellow lodge members would turn out in their funeral regalia, process with 

the cortege and hold a graveside vigil with appropriate pomp to indicate that their 

dearly departed brother was a respected member of the community. 

Respectability was an aspiration associated with friendly societies and their 

potential members. Respectability was an ideal that flourished in the nineteenth 

century. Janet McCalman has described it as being ‘amongst the most important cultural 

baggage brought to Australia by immigrants hoping for dignity and prosperity in a new 

land.’42 Respectability was about discipline, modes of behaviour, how one presented 

oneself physically and perceptibly to the world at large. Traits of thrift, chastity, 

independence, good manners, and self-responsibility were features of respectability. 

Respectability was an aspirational characteristic of the working classes, the middle class 

of lower paid white-collar workers, self-employed tradesmen, as well as the élites. 

Friendly societies encouraged all these characteristics of respectability and hence 

membership of one of the local ‘friendlies’ was just as aspirational. Keeping out of 

poverty was among the highest priorities for respectability because it allowed 

interaction with others in the community, be it for paying the rent, sending the children 

to school with shoes on their feet, subscribing to the Mechanics Institute or joining a 

friendly society.  

Friendly societies provided fortnightly meetings for men, and later women, to 

mix socially and be part of a community. Gathering behind closed doors, using secret 

signs and handshakes and wearing aprons and other regalia created bonds of 

recognition and social inclusiveness that united communities. The whole family would 

have been proud of the man of the house when watching the parade for the opening of 

the Bairnsdale District Hospital in June 1887: 

                                                             
41Stuart Macintyre and Sean Scalmer, ‘Colonial states and civil society, 1860-90’ in Bashford and Macintyre (eds.), 
The Cambridge History of Australia, Vol 1, p. 189. 

42  Janet McCalman, Struggletown: Public and Private Life in Richmond, 1900-1965 (Carlton, Vic.: Melbourne 
University Press, 1984), p. 21. 
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The Friendly Societies’ banners, silken, betasselled, embroidered 

with gold thread, were dipping and wavering as they surged along 

to a Sousa march exhaled vigoroso by Philip Redenbach’s brass 

band; instruments, boots, and buttons all ashine-shine-shine.43 

 

No less important was the Bairnsdale New Years’ Day procession when the boisterous 

picnickers, having processed with the glinting banners, would wander up to the Friendly 

Societies’ Ground for games, races and fun or retire to the pub used on lodge nights.44  

The voice and role of men and women in the temperance movement during the 

second half of the nineteenth century has been well researched by scholars.45 It was not 

just a phenomenon in the colony of Victoria, but the temperance movement of that era 

impacted all of Australia and many nations worldwide. It is therefore not surprising that 

many friendly society members signed the pledge and formed branches encouraging 

sobriety and temperance as a distinguishing feature. This temperance movement would 

have been another item of cultural baggage that travelled from the British Isles, 

especially carried by Presbyterians, Congregationalists and Methodists.  

It was the strength of the female presence and influence in the temperance 

movement that caused the temperance-orientated friendly societies to adopt female 

membership much earlier than the non-temperance societies. Although male-

dominated friendly societies did not admit women, female friendly societies in England 

established in this period fell within the context of changing gender relationships and 

changing activities of members. The temperance movement provided impetus for these 

changes. The 1871 English Royal Commission into friendly societies classified all 

                                                             
43 Hal Porter, Bairnsdale: Portrait of an Australian Country Town (St. Ives, N.S.W.: John Ferguson, 1977), p. 167. 

44 Porter, Bairnsdale: Portrait of an Australian Country Town, p. 154. 

45 For detailed references to the Victorian temperance movement: Ann M. Mitchell, Temperance and the Liquor 
Question in Later Nineteenth Century Victoria, MA thesis (1966), Department of History, The University of 
Melbourne; for United States, Jack S. Blocker, (ed.) Alcohol, Reform, and Society: The Liquor Issue in Social Context 
(Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1979); for Australia, Judith Pargeter, For God, Home and Humanity: National 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of Australia Centenary History 1891-1991 (Golden Grove, South Aust.: 
National Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of Australia, 1995); for United Kingdom, Lilian Lewis Shiman, 
Crusade Against Drink in Victorian England (Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire: Macmillan, 1988). 
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societies according to the nature of their operations. One classification was termed 

Societies of Females although the Commissioners admitted that ‘strictly speaking these 

societies did not form a distinct class of their own at all but were simply a group that 

could be divided into as many classes as societies for males; there were female versions 

of affiliated orders, female village and town clubs and female burial societies.’46  

Women played a significant role in the spread of the temperance movement in 

Victoria and the abstemious friendly societies were among the earliest to admit women 

as members; in addition to the Rechabites, the Order of the Sons of Temperance and the 

associated Order of the Daughters of Temperance were well known in this regard. The 

temperance movement had many other supporters in Victoria including the Woman’s 

Christian Temperance Union, and all of them sought to educate the young in the perils of 

liquor, to reform drinkers, to influence public thinking and to agitate for legislation 

against the liquor trade. The influence of the movement also had an indirect impact on 

some friendly societies by causing them to reconsider where meetings should be held. 

Friendly society members enjoyed conviviality, but gradually not all lodges were meeting 

in public houses. Those not meeting in the corner pub took the matter of respectability 

to a higher level. This newfound respectability, influenced by the attitude of sobriety, saw 

purpose-built halls constructed in rural and urban communities for lodge and general 

community meetings. In Queenscliff, the Foresters built the Foresters Hall in the 1870s, 

extended it in the 1890s and eventually sold it to the Borough to become the town hall. 

Such halls were built all over Victoria and in many Melbourne suburbs. Entrenched as 

part of the fabric of some communities, friendly society halls became pivotal for small 

communities—on 30 October 1877, the Kangaroo Flat community attended a bazaar, in 

the Oddfellows Hall in aid of funds for the Kangaroo Flat Volunteer Fire Brigade that had 

incurred a deficit of £60.47 In March 1914, the town of Casterton in western Victoria 

gathered to participate in the Salvation Army’s harvest festival activities at the 

Oddfellows Hall; by August they congregated in the hall to farewell the first of its 

volunteers for the Great War; and in October it was the enlistment point for the home 

defence unit. The following year found the hall being rented to the Education Department 

as the Casterton Higher Elementary School, a temporary solution that lasted for several 

                                                             
46 England, Report from the Royal Commission Appointed to Inquire into Friendly and Benefit Building Societies, 
1871-1874. 

47 Bendigo Advertiser, 1 November 1877, p. 2. 
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years.  

During the period 1835 to 1920, friendly societies in Victoria numbered over 

2,700 individually registered branches or stand-alone societies. A listing of these friendly 

societies has been created through this research and is contained in Appendix A. The 

listing was developed from the archives of the Public Record Office of Victoria (PROV) 

where files for each registered society are held, as created by the Registrar of Friendly 

Societies. The Registrar registered each branch of a large affiliated society as a separate 

society, hence the size of the listing. Although the PROV files are not complete for every 

registered entity, this archive is the most complete primary source available for 

researching the formation of the societies.  

The only friendly societies to which this thesis refers are those registered with 

the authorities. It is not possible to accurately determine how many unregistered 

friendly societies existed during the period of this thesis. No records of unregistered 

friendly societies were located when conducting research. It is apparent that some 

branches of societies operated for a period before they were registered. When the John 

Lascelles, Registrar of Friendly Societies gave evidence before the Victoria 1875 Royal 

Commission into friendly societies, he estimated that there were over 1,000 societies of 

which 400 were not registered. There was no compulsion to register, thereby creating ‘a 

very alarming state of things.’48 It was not until 31 December 1907 that registration of 

friendly societies was made compulsory, with 1908 being the third largest year of 

registrations in the period researched (see Appendix B for annual registration statistics).  

Each individually registered friendly society maintained its own records from 

which regular membership and financial returns were submitted to a regional or head 

office if it was part of a larger affiliated society. The Registrar of Friendly Societies and 

later the Government Statist/Actuary would each receive annual returns from which 

statutory reports to the Victorian Parliament were prepared. These parliamentary 

reports provided registration information, actuarial valuations on a quinquennial basis, 

and importantly, commentaries relating to the important contemporary issues impacting 

on friendly societies. From 1855 to 1920, there were 110 such reports tabled in 

                                                             
48 Report of the Royal Commission Appointed to Inquire into the Working of the Friendly Societies Statute Together 
with Minutes of Evidence and Appendices, 1876, (Commission Report), VPP, No. 44, p. 6. 
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parliament. Complementing these reports were the two Royal Commissions into friendly 

societies of which the 274 pages of evidence to the 1875 Royal Commission are a rich 

vein of analysis and commentary.49  

In respect of many individual friendly society branches, the primary source 

records have suffered with the passing of time. The most extant records are held by the 

Noel Butlin Archives Centre at the Australian National University. Other major 

collections are held at the University of Melbourne Archives, Geelong Heritage Centre, 

the Ballarat Diocesan Historical Commission (Catholic) archive, the Australian Unity 

corporate archive, the National Archives of Australia and the State Library of Victoria. In 

Manchester, England, the People’s History Museum holds a substantial research 

collection of regalia, banners and ephemera. It also holds the bequest of papers and other 

archival material from the late Professor Peter Gosden, arguably the member of the 

academy who researched and wrote the seminal text on friendly societies in England.50 

In London, the Library and Museum of Freemasonry holds a substantial collection of 

early texts relating to fraternal societies. All these sources of primary records have been 

utilised for research. Complementing the archival material researched in Australia and 

England are the records of individual branches retained by families whose forebears 

were former officeholders, and remnant members. These records are highly contested 

with many custodians reluctant to share them, largely due to fear of what they may 

reveal. This reluctance may also be due to misinformation concerning the real nature of 

what they thought were secret societies like Freemasonry. Fortunately, some isolated 

and extraordinarily rich sources of primary records were available for research 

providing membership records, minute books and journals that enabled significant 

qualitative and quantitative research to be undertaken. 

This thesis is a social history of friendly societies and does not seek to study the 

mathematical and actuarial aspects of their operations. The use of actuaries is examined 

in Chapter One in respect of the nascent development of contribution tables for sickness 

and funeral benefits. This examination, however, does not extend to a critique of the 

mathematical formulae ultimately used by insurance companies that were being 

developed in nineteenth-century Britain and translocated to Victoria. Similarly, the study 

                                                             
49 Commission Report. 

50 Peter H. J. H. Gosden, The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875 (Manchester Eng.: University Press, 1961). 
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of risks associated with the payment of sickness and funeral benefits is examined in the 

context of the financial viability of the societies rather than through the actuarial lens of 

probabilities. 

Summary of Chapters and Appendices 
 

The thesis first investigates how English friendly societies were translocated to Victoria 

and then compares the responses of the Victorian authorities to the English model. This 

translocation from England has not previously been given prominence in the 

historiography. The influence of English legislation and the statutory authorities was 

profound. Although the influence of imperial precedents may have been an obvious 

requirement given the immaturity of the colonial legal environment, the extent to which 

the handling of friendly society matters was replicated is unexpected. Legislation and a 

Victorian Royal Commission into the friendly society statutes all followed English 

precedents. The replication was initially unexpected because of the independent 

colonial attitudes towards self-governing autonomy evidenced in the mid-nineteenth-

century Victoria. Despite this similarity of bureaucratic actions, as evinced throughout 

the thesis, local social and environmental factors created the opportunity for Victorian 

friendly societies to be unique when compared to their English cousins.  

 

The second chapter breaks new ground. Scholars have emphasised the working-

class nature of friendly societies, but a review of members’ occupations documents the 

universal take up of friendly society memberships by all classes of society. Such a 

widespread nature of membership has not been previously documented. Labourers to 

prime ministers, shop assistants to clergymen, all participated in the friendly society 

movement. Associated with the occupational study is a review of the clearance system 

that allowed people to transfer from district to district as their occupations required, 

without loss of benefits.  

 

The third chapter looks inside the friendly societies. Like many other social 

organisations, friendly societies had places for meetings that reflected their ethos and 

mores. These were places where rituals and the symbols of friendly societies were on 

display as a means of ensuring the brotherly bonds remained in place. Processional 

banners, regalia and other trappings were brought out for public display as the occasion 

arose. These men, and much later women, embraced friendly societies with an 
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enthusiasm for traditions, rituals and fellowship – some of which will be seen to include 

a level of secrecy that has them mistaken for Freemasonry. Secret handshakes, signs and 

passwords added to their mystery.  

Chapter Four examines the coming together of friendly society members from all 

walks of life and interests. Gender, religion and ethnicity are investigated and 

connections that developed within the friendly societies and those with outside actors 

are examined. These connections frequently developed with the changes in nineteenth-

century mores in respect of racial and religious antipathies and the influence of 

temperance activities. Such changes saw the creation of new Victorian friendly societies 

of a particularly parochial outlook.  

The fifth chapter argues that the fundamental importance of friendly societies 

was their role in the creation of benefits available to the whole community, by way of a 

social capital dividend. Friendly societies will be seen not just as being for their 

members, but of significant influence in the communities in which they were 

established. Their influence spread throughout the nation, in war and peace, in private 

lives and public arenas. The benefits to the wider community derived from the activities 

of friendly societies are examined to reveal that friendly societies did not operate in 

isolation from the community but rather responded to the needs and shared in the 

responsibilities of worthy citizens deserving of the reputation of makers of social capital. 

The chapter documents what other benevolent and philanthropic institutions were in 

place, and what infrastructure was needed to support those who could not contribute to 

their own livelihoods through individual effort. Remembering that state welfare did not 

initially exist in Victoria, many institutions with friendly societies’ assistance were the 

backbone of the provision of welfare.  

 

Chapter Six expands on the relationships theme. Unique relationships emerged 

during the nineteenth century. Of significant importance were those with doctors and 

pharmacists. They were significant, I argue, because they were formative in the 

development of these occupations as professions; with unity came strength and a desire 

for improvement. The beneficiary of this rise in professionalism was the Victorian 

community through better delivery of health advice and better-quality medicines. The 

choice of 1920 as the end of the thesis coincides with a significant change in the 

relationship between friendly societies and doctors in the wake of a Royal Commission. 
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Chapter Seven brings together all the arguments of this thesis in one prominent 

example: the role and response of friendly societies to war. Military conflicts gradually 

impacted on Victoria’s citizens during the nineteenth century, culminating with the war 

in South Africa, the Boer War. This was a mere prelude to what followed over the next 

twenty years. Military tensions, and ultimately World War One, saw friendly societies 

sending off their youngest and fittest to enlist in the expeditionary forces. By 1920, 

friendly societies had weathered a storm of falling memberships, death benefits paid to 

widows and families, and a long trail of sickness payments as the wounded return to their 

friendly society branches. But through this time, the social benefits provided through 

friendly societies never wavered. The authorities recognised the importance of the 

friendlies with assistance to ensure that such a large cohort of the population was 

receiving proper care. The friendly societies survived, albeit shaken, but over the next 

sixty years were to fade as local community institutions. 

 The appendices have been developed from the research undertaken for this 

thesis. Appendix A is the first listing of all friendly societies registered by the Registrar 

of Friendly Societies in Victoria for the period up to and including 1920. This listing also 

records the place of formation as well as matters including temperance affiliations, 

religious allegiances, gender specificity, juvenile societies and those that were dividing 

societies. There are 2,735 branches or standalone societies listed. Appendices B, C and D 

have been created from the data in Appendix A. The importance of these latter three 

appendices is that the growth of friendly societies can be studied by year (Appendix B) 

or by decade (Appendix B); Appendix D shows the growth by decade in graphical pie-

chart format. Societies registered in the 1850s and 1860s are found to be numerically 

significant overall whereas the 1880s and 1890s were the formative decade for the 

Australian Natives Association. These appendices provide a platform for future 

researchers seeking to delve further into the individual friendly societies in Victoria. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

Translocation and the State  
 

In any study of the development of friendly societies the 

attitude of the state and of the governing classes generally 

must play an important part, for those who control the 

state had it in their power to create conditions which 

would help or hinder the societies.1 

 

The principal agents in the formation of English friendly societies were the State and 

the members of the English societies. In this chapter, I investigate the role of the State 

in developing legislation and undertaking commissions of enquiry into friendly 

societies. The English legislators developed the legal framework under which both 

English and, ultimately, Victorian friendly societies operated. The role played by the 

authorities is central throughout the thesis. Pervading the background to this 

legislation and commissions is the constant fear of governments in respect of many 

risks associated with friendly societies.  

 Early English friendly society legislation was enacted during times of labour 

unrest. The English authorities saw seditious activity occurring whenever meetings 

of workers were held. Additionally, once friendly societies were operating, 

officialdom constantly sought to ameliorate financial risks associated with their 

operation. A significant burden of alleviating distress within the community was 

shouldered by friendly societies; healthy workers kept factories operating and 

farmers tilled the soil. Economic activity was facilitated by an active workforce. In the 

absence of the age pensions and other welfare of the twentieth century, the legislators 

sought to ensure that laws and government oversight kept up with the growth of 

                                                             
1 Gosden, The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875, p. 155. 
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friendly societies.2 Except for the worries concerning seditious activity, the situation 

in England was replicated in Victoria. The financial and operational risks identified by 

the colonial bureaucrats were of constant concern through the entire study period, 

evident in the large number of amendments to legislation. Additionally, the Victorian 

Registrar of Friendly Societies and the Victorian Government Statist annually 

reminded parliament of the need for constant vigilance. 

The English friendly societies, the model for Victorian societies, were mutually 

based, independent, self-help type organisations. Their success was of great economic 

importance to the nation. Despite this imperative, the motives for the State to develop 

controls and legislation were varied. Initial English legislation was more focussed at 

controlling the labour unrest and the political dissent that had emerged from 

eighteenth-century Europe, especially France. Furthermore, late eighteenth-century 

socially orientated legislation reflected a concern for solving the welfare problems 

associated with the poor and indigent population. In the nineteenth century, when 

poor laws were reformed and laws against sedition were relaxed, friendly societies 

became a social force in England. Although initial friendly society legislation was 

formulated with the spectre of social activism at large, by the second half of the 

nineteenth century, it became more concerned with the preservation of friendly 

society members’ funds, the governance of the benefit societies and ultimately the 

good order of institutions that relieved the State from having to consider the 

provision of welfare from its own coffers.  

The larger English societies grew rapidly during the nineteenth century 

especially with the industrial expansion in the Midlands. 3  Although having been 

formed decades earlier, but not formally registered until 1850, the Independent Order 

                                                             

2 In Australia, the provision of age pensions by the State occurred through the states of New South Wales, 
Victoria (1901) and Queensland (1908), The Commonwealth government introduced a national age pension 
scheme in 1909. See, Michael Jones, The Australian Welfare State (Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 1980). Although 
Jones has published revised editions of this book, the first edition in 1980 provided a preferred overview of 
the Australian welfare state. Government responsibility, especially in charitable need and welfare reforms, is 
well documented in Brian Dickey, No Charity There: A Short History of Social Welfare in Australia (West 
Melbourne, Vic.: Nelson, 1980).  

3 The industrial expansion in the Midlands is documented in Emma Griffin, ‘Patterns of industrialisation’ in 
Martin Hewitt, (ed.) The Victorian World (Oxford: Routledge, 2012), pp. 73-89, and Richard Dennis, 
‘Urbanising experiences’ in Martin Hewitt, (ed.) The Victorian World (Oxford: Routledge, 2012), pp. 241-258. 
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of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity, grew to become the largest friendly society in 

England.4 In another Midland city, Salford, the Ancient Order of Foresters, Salford 

Unity, was similarly expanding rapidly. In the period from the formative 1793 Rose’s 

Act5 to 1875, the Westminster Parliament enacted nineteen pieces of legislation in 

response to the growth of friendly societies. Additionally, four select committees of 

the House of Commons and one of the House of Lords reported on friendly society 

matters.6  

The relationship of English friendly societies to the State was one that would 

be mirrored in Victoria. Emigrants travelling from England aspired to new livelihoods 

and included replication of those parts of their former existence that were beneficial 

to their lives. The travellers on the vessel Calcutta would have known of friendly 

societies when they read an advertisement in the Hobart Town Gazette and Southern 

Reporter on 19 October 1816: 

 

 FRIENDLY SOCIETY 

Several persons who arrived at this Settlement in the Calcutta, 

having agreed to form themselves into a Friendly Society for the 

Support of each other in the case of Old Age or Infirmity, such 

persons who came in that ship, and wish to Encourage this 

Benevolent Undertaking, are requested to meet at Mr. Charles 

Connelly’s, Bricklayer’s Arms, Liverpool-street, on Saturday the 

2nd of November next, at Twelve o’ Clock at Noon.7 

 

                                                             
4  Weinbren, The Oddfellows 1810-2010, is the major reference for the Manchester Unity in the United 
Kingdom. 

5 Legislation passed in 1793 under the aegis of George Rose, Secretary of the Treasury. 

6 Victoria, Friendly Societies: Report of the Royal Commission Appointed to Inquire into the Working of the 
Friendly Societies Statute Together with Minutes of Evidence and Appendices. Melbourne: George Skinner, 
Acting Government Printer, 1876, p. vi. 

7 Hobart Town Gazette and Southern Reporter, 19 October 1816, p. 1.  
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This is the earliest reference that contemplates friendly society being formed in 

Australia that this study located. In 1829, formation of a friendly society in New South 

Wales was being contemplated with advertising appearing in the Sydney Gazette. 8 In 

Victoria, with the settlement of Melbourne occurring in 1835, the development of 

legislation for friendly societies was a lesser priority due to the advantage of watching 

and responding to the developments in the mother country. When the colony’s first 

friendly society legislation was formulated in 1855, Victoria’s social, political and 

industrial setting was vastly different from the mother country. 9  The spread of 

pastoral activities had been opening much of the state, the 1850s gold rushes changed 

the face of many rural settings permanently, and cities were established in locations 

central to these activities and the needs of a growing population.10 

 

Background Differences between England and Victoria 
 

Although Victorian friendly societies responded to English initiatives, there were two 

factors that impacted on English societies that were not generally felt in Victoria. The 

first related to English Poor Laws in English parishes and villages. Prior to the passing 

of the Poor Law Amendment Act 1834, it had been recognised in an English Royal 

Commission into Poor Laws that where friendly societies were operating successfully, 

the Poor Laws also operated more successfully.11 Membership of a friendly society 

demonstrated an attitude of self-help and independence from a reliance on the 

contributors to the parish rate books.12 Further, the friendly societies and the Poor 

Law administrators sometimes worked in tandem when individual contributions to 

                                                             

8 Green and Cromwell, Mutual Aid or Welfare State, p. 4. 
9 The Friendly Societies Act 1855. 

10 The development of Victoria from earliest settlement through to the establishment of major cities including 
Melbourne, Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo is well documented by scholars. See Geoffrey Blainey, A History of 
Victoria (Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 2013); Richard Broome, Arriving: The Victorians 
(McMahons Point, N.S.W.: Fairfax, Syme & Weldon Associates, 1984); Anthony Dingle, Settling: The Victorians 
(McMahons Point, N.S.W.: Fairfax, Syme & Weldon Associates, 1984); Priestley, Susan, Making Their Mark: The 
Victorians (McMahons Point, N.S.W.: Fairfax, Syme & Weldon Associates, 1984). 
11 Gosden, The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875, p. 201. 

12 Gosden, The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875, p. 201. 
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friendly societies were paid out of the poor rates sourced by the parishes. 13 

Effectively, the poor rates funded a member’s contributions to a local friendly society. 

After the 1834 amendments to the Poor Laws, the Poor Law Commissioners ruled on 

the extent to which a member of a friendly society could also claim the now reduced 

poor rate if he was in necessitous circumstances. Although the authorities ruled 

against such double relief, local parishes were known to at least allow some 

supplement given that the member had been industrious and thrifty when times were 

good. 14  Friendly societies would not have wanted to see a member in such dire 

circumstances that caused him to be sent to the workhouse. Additional support, as 

could be made available, was therefore preferable.  

In Victoria, consideration of the Poor Laws influenced different courses of 

action by the authorities. The whole question of the Poor Laws, and the debate as to 

their merits, travelled to the Australian colonies with the immigrants. The new world 

colonists, however, rejected the Poor Laws and the nature of their assistance. This 

may have been an overreaction. John Murphy quotes Ronald Mendelsohn as stating: 

‘the colonists overreacted to the Poor Law, and in throwing out the bad - its harsh 

administration - they also threw out the good, which was the long-accepted formal 

British obligation to support those who in the last resort could not support 

themselves.’15 The ruling classes in Victoria objected to the Poor Laws because they 

encouraged pauperism and in their minds sapped the worker of the initiative to be 

thrifty and to seek work further afield. The workers feared the despair and heartless 

environments created by workhouses. Therefore, the question of poor rates assisting 

friendly societies, as they had done in England, did not arise in Victoria. 

 The second factor that impacted on English friendly societies but not on 

Victorian societies was distrust by the English authorities of secret societies and the 

fear of seditious activities. In late eighteenth century England, there was a 

revolutionary atmosphere of high political volatility. The French Revolution had 

                                                             
13 Gosden, The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875, p. 199. 

14 Gosden, The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875, p. 203. 

15 John Murphy, A Decent Provision: Australia Welfare Policy, 1870 to 1949 (Farnham, Surrey: Ashgate, 2011), 
p. 11. 

 



31 

 

inspired fear in the English ruling classes and rising food prices created unrest in the 

general population. The authorities feared workers disrupting the rising power of the 

industrialists through trade union-style activities and targeted all associations where 

men met in groups. Many in authority saw trade unions and friendly societies being 

one and the same type of organisation.16 The guild nature of some friendly society 

antecedents encouraged this view, as did the use of secret passwords, handshakes and 

regalia. However, there were legitimate non-threatening societies, not the least of 

which were Freemasonry and friendly societies comprising non-union orientated 

members. The 1793 Rose’s Act provided specific exemptions for friendly societies but 

only on the basis that they were individual societies (no affiliated branches allowed), 

a prohibition on the use of secret signs, and a ban on other clandestine trappings. 

Rose’s Act was a precursor for much more sweeping legislation that targeted 

unregistered friendly societies, being those that did not want State overview of their 

operations. The authorities responded with the Seditious Assemblies Act 1795, 

Treasonable and Seditious Practices Act 1795 and the Combination Acts of 1799 and 

1800.  

Bob James describes this period as being one when the authorities ‘sought to 

establish a definition for “good” worker combinations in order that it be able to track 

and supress “bad” worker combinations.’17 With an Australian connection, it was the 

example of the Friendly Society of Agricultural Labourers that illustrated the English 

tensions of the early-nineteenth century. This society was both a trade union and a 

friendly society. In 1834 both these institutions were legal, but it was the secrecy of 

their affairs and the use of an oath of loyalty that led six members, the Tolpuddle 

Martyrs, to be transported to the Australian colonies. It was the matter of the oath 

that was problematic because, as James notes, ‘to be lawful an oath was to be required 

by law, and sworn in public in front of a suitable JP.’18 The irony was that, as George 

Loveless and his five fellow transportees were shipped to New South Wales and Van 

Diemen’s Land, free settlers were emigrating and discussing their notions of mutual 

                                                             
16 This was the position in nineteenth-century Victoria with the Registrar of Friendly Societies also being the 
registering authority for trade unions, with trade union statistics collated in the annual reports, see the Report 
of the Registrar of Friendly Societies for the year 1894, VPP 1895, No. 64, p. 3. 

17 James, Craft, Trade or Mystery? online, Chapter 4, accessed 21 January 2016, p. 33. 

18 James, Craft, Trade or Mystery? online, Chapter 5, accessed 21 January 2016, p. 21. The relevant legislation 
was the Unlawful Oaths Act 1797. 
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aid and Oddfellowship with all the traditions of regalia, secret codes and archaic 

oaths. 

 

Introduction of Legislation 
 

When the first friendly society was formed in 1839 in the Port Phillip District of the 

Colony of New South Wales, there was no local legislation to which it was accountable. 

The authorities in the Colony of New South Wales had jurisdiction over the future 

Colony of Victoria. 19  The rules of the Melbourne Union Benefit Society made no 

reference to legislation although Rule XLIX did state that ‘this society shall be duly 

enrolled according to law at the next Quarter Sessions at Melbourne, in New South 

Wales.’20 In 1839 there were no laws enacted in the governing authority, the Colony 

of New South Wales, relating to friendly societies. Under the imperial Australian 

Courts Act 1828, all English law that was in force in England became in force in New 

South Wales insofar as it was applicable to the new colony. In effect, all common law 

and statute law of England was ‘transported’ to New South Wales.21 Although Green 

and Cromwell noted that by 1843, the ‘IOOF, Manchester Unity, the Rechabites and 

the Foresters were all operating in Sydney…(with) no legal recognition’, 22  the 

imperial legislation would have informed the formation of early societies. Thus, 

English friendly society legislation provided the applicable laws for the Melbourne 

Union Benefit Society. It was not until November 1843 that the Legislative Council in 

New South Wales formulated An Act to regulate Friendly Societies in the Colony of New 

South Wales.23 This legislation drew substantially on the various English Acts that 

were already in force at that date. The substantive elements of the legislation allowed: 

                                                             
19 The Port Phillip District of the Colony of New South Wales was governed from Sydney until 1851 when the 
Colony of Victoria was proclaimed. Responsible self-government was achieved in 1855 with statehood 
created at the time of Federation in 1901. 

20 Articles and Rules for the Regulation of the Melbourne Union Benefit Society, Melbourne Union Benefit 
Society, 1839.  

21  Museum of Australian Democracy, ‘Australian Courts Act 1828 (UK)’ in Documenting a Democracy, 
http://www.foundingdocs.gov.au/item-did-39.html, website, accessed 29 March 2016. 

22 Green and Cromwell, Mutual Aid or Welfare State, p. 7. 

23 An Act to Regulate Friendly Societies in the Colony of New South Wales, 7 Vict., No. 10 (1843). 

http://www.foundingdocs.gov.au/item-did-39.html
http://www.foundingdocs.gov.au/item-did-39.html
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• People wishing to form a friendly society to assemble for that purpose; 

• The payment of benefits for an occurrence that is susceptible of calculation by 

way of average; 

• The officers of the society to be protected from legal actions brought against 

the society. 

 

Friendly societies were also impacted by the New South Wales Legislative Council 

passing legislation relating to processions and parades. In Victoria in 1846, 

processions and the display of banners and regalia created anxiety for the authorities. 

On 13 July 1846, sectarian violence broke out in Melbourne when Catholic 

sympathisers took exception to Battle of the Boyne commemoration celebrations 

being conducted by the Orange lodges at the Pastoral Hotel in Queen Street, 

Melbourne. The local press was outraged at the ‘Popish Riots.’24 They were also called 

the ‘Orange and Ribbon Riots.’ 25  By October 1846, legislation had been 

promulgated.26 Titled as an ‘Act to prevent for a limited time Party Processions and 

certain other public Exhibitions in the Colony of New South Wales’, it was known as 

the Party Processions Act 1846.27 Similar legislation had been passed in the English 

parliament when ‘it was evidently directed against the Orange party in Ireland yet it 

was so framed that it might be extended to all processions of political parties in that 

country.’28 The New South Wales Act focussed on associations of a political character 

and processions or meetings featuring emblems that could create religious and 

political animosities. The Orange lodges in Melbourne petitioned for protective 

legislation claiming that the Australasian Holy Catholic Guild of St Mary and St Joseph 

                                                             
24 Port Phillip Gazette, 22 July 1846, p. 2. 

25 Geelong Advocate and Squatters Advocate, 18 July 1846, p. 1. 

26  Andrew Brown-May, Melbourne Street Life: The Itinerary of Our Days (Kew, Vic.: Australian Scholarly 
Publishing, 1998), p. 242. 

27 An Act to Prevent for a Limited Time Party Processions and Certain Other Public Exhibitions in the Colony of 
New South Wales, 10 Vic 1 (1846). 

28  House of Lords, Hansard, 16 July 1844, Vol. 76, cc. 876, 
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/lords/1844/jul/16/party-processions-
ireland#S3V0076P0_18440716_HOL_16, online, accessed 10 April 2016. 

 

http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/lords/1844/jul/16/party-processions-ireland#S3V0076P0_18440716_HOL_16
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/lords/1844/jul/16/party-processions-ireland#S3V0076P0_18440716_HOL_16
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/lords/1844/jul/16/party-processions-ireland#S3V0076P0_18440716_HOL_16
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/lords/1844/jul/16/party-processions-ireland#S3V0076P0_18440716_HOL_16
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had been parading ‘under various pretexts … with various colours and devices … 

offensive to those of a different faith.’29 The celebration of festivals, anniversaries or 

political events featuring religious and political distinctions was declared unlawful, as 

was the exhibition of banners, emblems, flags or symbols that might provoke such 

animosities. An exception was made for legislature elections. Although not specifically 

aimed at friendly societies but rather at religious and party-political entities, there 

was concern that there would be unintended consequences for non-sectarian 

societies. The Melbourne temperance societies petitioned strongly noting that 

‘intemperance … was the prolific source of all kinds of dissention’ and feared that the 

Act would ‘put a stop to the harmless teetotal processions.’30 The Freemasons and the 

friendly societies were to be exempted from the legislation.31 However, a reading of 

the Act reveals that the exemption was not incorporated into the final legislation.  

Further New South Wales friendly society legislation was enacted in 1848 and 

1853. The 1848 Act allowed friendly societies to invest in government or corporate 

securities and real estate mortgages. In 1853, the authorities addressed fraud, one of 

the constant concerns relating to the governance of friendly societies. Although 

ostensibly a consolidation Act, its focus was ‘for the protection of members against 

fraud and misapplication of their funds.’32 The objects for which friendly societies 

might be established were also more clearly enunciated. It was lawful for persons to 

establish a society to raise by voluntary subscription or donations for: 

 

• Death benefits for a member; 

• Funeral benefits for a member or husband, wife, child or 

kindred of a member; 

• Relief, maintenance or endowment of members or their 

family ‘in infancy old age sickness widowhood or any other 

                                                             
29 The Melbourne Argus, 23 October 1846, p. 2. 

30 The Melbourne Argus, 23 October 1846, p. 2. 

31 The Melbourne Argus, 23 October 1846, p. 2. 
32 An Act to Consolidate and Amend the Laws Relating to Friendly Societies, 17 Vic 26 (1853). 
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natural state of which the probability may be calculated by way 

of average’; 

• Insuring loss of live or dead stock, goods in trade, and tools of 

trade, of members by fire, flood, shipwreck or any other 

contingency that could be calculated by way of average; 

• Savings investment accounts ‘for the frugal investment of the 

savings of members’ that were only for the benefit of members. 

 

Insurance and funeral benefits for children were problematic issues. English 

authorities had grappled with the issue over many years. In simple terms, they were 

concerned that the poor might murder their infants just to receive the funeral benefits 

payable by benefit societies. 33  The 1854 report of the House of Commons Select 

Committee on friendly societies had the matter drawn to its attention but could not 

find it to be anything more than a rare event. In its view, in the few cases brought to 

trial the issue was ‘exaggerated by the horror with which the idea of a crime so 

heinous would naturally be regarded.’ 34  The 1853 New South Wales legislation 

handled the issue by prohibiting the payment of funeral benefits of a child under ten 

years except where the sum not exceeding three pounds was paid direct to the 

undertaker.35 

 Although the Colony of Victoria achieved separation from New South Wales in 

1851, the New South Wales 1853 legislation remained in force until 1855. Separation 

provided the first opportunity for the Victorian Legislative Council to stamp its own 

authority on local friendly societies, especially in respect of registration. Gosden, 

when reflecting on the period after the 1830s, noted that English legislation allowed 

                                                             
33 Infanticide in Britain was studied by Anne-Marie Kilday, A History of Infanticide in Britain, c. 1600 to the 
Present (Basingstoke, UK.: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013), see pp 163-164 wherein Kilday concluded that 
economic hardship was a contributing factor to infanticide, however, she also noted that obtaining financial 
reward from a burial club was less of a motive; Annie Cossins, Female Criminality: Infanticide, Moral Panics 
and the Female Body (Basingstoke, UK.: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015), examined nineteenth-century infanticide 
in Britain, noted burial clubs existing, especially in the North of England, but did not cite them as contributing 
to the crime of infanticide, see pp. 99-100. 

34  House of Commons, Friendly Societies Bill Together with the Proceedings of the Committee, Minutes of 
Evidence, Appendix and Index, 26 July 1854, p. v, Parliamentary Papers Online, 
http://parlipapers.chadwyck.co.uk.rp.nla.gov.au/home.do, accessed 12 April 2016. 

35 An Act to Consolidate and Amend the Laws Relating to Friendly Societies, 17 Vic 26, Sec. 3. (1853). 

 

http://parlipapers.chadwyck.co.uk.rp.nla.gov.au/home.do
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government to establish a centralised bureaucracy to manage the affairs of friendly 

societies. The use of magistrates located in English towns and villages to authorise the 

establishment of friendly societies was eliminated. 36 Handling of Victorian friendly 

societies followed a similar path to this English centralisation process. As a precursor 

to the formulation of the legislation, a schedule of friendly societies that had filed their 

rules with Clerks of the Peace in Victoria was compiled that listed twenty-six societies. 

The most notable feature of the list was that it contained five friendly societies but 

twenty-one building societies.37 Building societies were initially registered under the 

same legislation as friendly societies, hence the objective in the 1853 legislation 

relating to frugal investment in savings accounts.  

In 1855, the new Victorian government took over full responsibility for the 

friendly societies in the Colony of Victoria. The office of Registrar of Friendly Societies 

was established on 1 September 1855. This office would soon expand to encompass 

responsibility for the other mutual, self-help institutions established during the 

second half of the nineteenth century including building societies, industrial and 

provident societies, co-operatives and trade unions. The Registrar listed all such 

societies existing in 1855, with the original register of the first 100 societies serving 

as a valuable starting point for research (Figure 1). 

38 

                       FIGURE 1: ORIGINAL VICTORIAN REGISTER OF FRIENDLY SOCIETIES, 1855. 

                                                             
36 Gosden, The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875, p. 177. 

37 Victorian Legislative Council, Return of Friendly Societies, 30 January 1855, p. 2. 

38 Public Record Office of Victoria, VPRS 11164, P0001, 000001, author’s photo. 
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               The formulation of the Friendly Societies Act 1855 by the Victorian Legislative 

Council followed imperial precedents.39 Although legislative autonomy from the 

mother country was possible, the influence of imperial legislation was significant 

and remained so for many years. The Victorian Friendly Societies Act 1865 ‘was itself 

a reprint of an imperial Act passed in 1855, and transferred, with some alterations, 

to the Victorian Statute Book.’40 An 1875 Victorian Royal Commission into friendly 

societies noted that ‘the course of our local societies, therefore, for the last twenty 

years has virtually been guided by the imperial Act of 1855.’41 The Victorian 1855 

legislation added several objectives to those previously allowed in 1853 including 

assistance to immigrate, enabling immigrants to purchase tools of trade, lending, 

real estate mortgage lending and personal loans.  

 
The 1855 legislation also addressed the previously difficult matters of sedition 

and secrecy in friendly society affairs. Imperial legislation of the late-eighteenth 

century relating to seditious activities and corresponding societies had the impact of 

hindering members of a society moving from town to town and joining in friendly 

society activities as they travelled.42 Importantly, if they left a village friendly society 

in which they had invested their contributions, there was no legislative ability to have 

the member information and funds transferred to a friendly society located 

elsewhere. This was especially critical for members of the large affiliated societies 

being those with branches spread across the country such as Manchester Unity or the 

Foresters. The movement of labour seeking work and the shift of impoverished rural 

workers to the Midland centres of industrial activity and employment opportunities 

put the imperial legislation under pressure. It was changed to allow the free 

association and movement of members between cities despite belonging to societies 

that incorporated secrecy into their rituals. Friendly societies could use previously 

banned secret passwords, handshakes and other signs that identified members when 

                                                             
39 Responsible government followed the 1851 separation from New South Wales during which time the 
Legislative Council approved the Victorian Constitution in March 1854 with proclamation in November 1855. 
Elections took place in 1856 with the first Victorian bi-cameral parliament sitting in November 1856. 

40 Victoria, Report of the Royal Commission Appointed to Inquire into the Working of the Friendly Societies 
Statute, Victorian Parliamentary Papers (VPP), 1876, No. 44, p. v. (Commission Report) 

41 Commission Report, p. v. 

42 Refer the Seditious Meetings Act 1795 (36 Geo. III c. 8) and the Unlawful Societies Act 1799 (39 Geo. III c. 
79), also known as the Corresponding Societies Act. 
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they attended a meeting of a lodge, importantly when attending a lodge other than 

their own. The imperial legislation substantially became a template for the Victorian 

authorities. A minor exception related to the matter of sedition that had exercised the 

minds of the English authorities. Section XXXIX of the Victorian 1855 Act sets out 

which previous imperial Acts would not apply with the new Act and noted that the 

imperial legislation relating to seditious meetings and otherwise treasonable 

activities of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries would only not apply 

to friendly societies if their rules and regulations were available for inspection. 43  

Dr Augustus Greeves, a member of the Victorian Legislative Council (Figure 2), 

noting that the legislation drew substantially on the imperial legislation, was aware 

that the previous four years had seen the movement of men across Victoria in pursuit 

of the latest gold discoveries. He raised the matter of movement between societies, 

especially in rural districts. 

 44 

     FIGURE 2: DR AUGUSTUS FREDERICK ADOLPHUS GREEVES, MLC, MLA, 1805-74. 

      PAST GRAND MASTER, INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODDFELLOWS, MANCHESTER UNITY 

                                                             
43 Imperial statutes that would not apply were listed in The Friendly Societies Act 1855, Section XXXIX and 
were ‘An Act for the more effectual suppression of Societies established for seditious and treasonable 
purposes and for better preventing treasonable and seditious practices’ and ‘An Act for the more effectually 
preventing seditious meetings and assemblies.’ 

44 Augustus F. A. Greeves, engraved by H. S. Sadd, State Library of Victoria, Image H90.159/8. Also held at 
Library and Museum of Freemasonry, London, GBR 1991 P 10/6/112. 
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Responding to the Attorney-General’s proposition that a recently passed law relating 

to friendly societies would be an improvement for Victorian legislation, Greeves noted 

that ‘many subscribers to these societies lost a large amount of their money by leaving 

the district.’ 45  It was also observed that the issue also impacted on immigrants 

‘continually arriving here from England (losing) all the advantages of membership.’46 

Ultimately, the issue was not one solved by legislation but rather the formalisation of 

clearance and travelling certificates issued by the various friendly societies, a process 

discussed later in this thesis. 

As in Great Britain, the expansion of Victorian friendly societies occurred on a 

widespread scale and legislation was continuously being updated to cater for the 

greater organisational sophistication of the societies. Further, the Victorian 

authorities needed to ensure that the burgeoning social and financial influence of the 

friendly societies was reflected in the evolving legislation. In the time frame of this 

thesis, additional Victorian friendly society legislation was enacted in 1865, 1877, 

1890, 1891, 1896, 1900, 1905 (twice), 1906, 1907, 1911, 1914, 1915 (twice), 1916 

(twice) and 1918. Most of these legislative changes were of a housekeeping nature, 

although unusual matters were dealt with in 1877, 1905, 1916 and 1918 legislation. 

One of the two 1905 pieces of legislation, Friendly Societies' Gardens Act 1905, related 

to the re-vesting of the Friendly Society Gardens in Richmond, opposite the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, to the Crown. The Friendly Societies Act 1916 (No. 2) incorporated 

provisions relating to contributions under the Friendly Societies Acts by persons on 

war service. Finally, a Royal Commission relating to friendly societies, held in 1918, 

was the catalyst for the legislation relating to agreements between medical 

practitioners and the friendly societies. This last piece of legislation, and the Royal 

Commission chaired by Commissioner J. S. Wasley, arose out of the longstanding 

dispute between the medical profession and the friendly societies (a dispute 

examined in detail in Chapter Six). Of all this legislative activity, the most formative 

piece of legislation was the Friendly Societies Act 1877. 

                                                             
45 Age, 2 February 1855, p. 5. 

46 Age, 2 February 1855, p. 5. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsga1905262
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa19162228
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The Friendly Societies Act 1877, and the 1875 Victorian Royal Commission 

from which it was initiated, were heavily influenced by the 1871–74 English Royal 

Commission into friendly societies and its consequential legislation. The influence of 

this imperial activity cannot be overstated, with the Victorian Commissioners noting 

that ‘the social question involved in the existence and working of Friendly Societies 

has assumed so large importance in the mother country that a Royal Commission was 

appointed.’ 47  The outcomes of such an important inquiry virtually made a Royal 

Commission in Victoria a compulsory event given the successful and influential 

translocation to Victoria of English friendly societies. The English Royal Commission 

sat for four years, handed down four extensive reports and resulted in a new Act.48 

The Victorian Royal Commissioners, however, having noted that imperial legislation 

had previously formed the basis of local statutes, wanted to ensure that local matters 

were considered. They noted that the English legislation: 

 

is of so comprehensive a nature that its transfer to the Victorian 

Statute Book would be inadvisable without prior careful inquiry 

into its applicability in all respects to the present condition and 

circumstances of the local societies.49 

 

Societies at Risk, a Royal Commission and New Legislation 
 

State intervention in the affairs of friendly societies was highly contested. On one 

hand were the nervous authorities who understood the value of friendly societies and 

the distress they ameliorated yet feared uncontrolled labour unrest and worker-

based organisations. On the other hand, the friendly societies decried intervention 

                                                             
47 Commission Report, p. v. 

48 United Kingdom, The Friendly Societies Act 1875. 

49 Commission Report, p. v. 

The Report, as well as containing references to the imperial Royal Commission and subsequent legislation, 
frequently recommended that the imperial legislation be the template for the Victorian Act. For example, 
when considering the imperial Act wording in respect of fraud of officers, the Victorian Commissioners 
recommended ‘These provisions ought, we think, to be adopted in the proposed new Act’; similarly, for the 
imperial definition of a branch – ‘This definition seems too us complete, and we recommend its adoption in 
the interpretation clause of the proposed new Act.’ 
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that would lessen their freedom of social and financial independence. The part of the 

contest that focussed most attention for the authorities was the fear that, having 

allowed friendly societies to proliferate, they would not remain financially viable. 

Authorities feared that the collapse of friendly societies on a large scale would cause 

widespread distress and additional political unrest. Financial viability of the societies 

was well understood in England. Peter Gosden, when studying parliamentary 

proposals for the English Royal Commission into friendly societies noted: 

 

This problem of the financial stability of the friendly societies 

became the aspect of their work which most attracted the 

attention of statesmen during this period, and it was this 

problem, as much as anything else, which caused Gladstone’s 

ministry to initiate a general inquiry into friendly societies of the 

nation.50 

 

There were four major issues that caused English and Victorian friendly societies to 

be exposed to this financial risk.  

First, many branches paid management, entertainment and other incidental 

expenses out of sick and funeral funds. The Victorian Government Statist described 

the practice as ‘a disguised way of robbing the benefit fund, and the practice cannot 

be too strongly condemned.’ 51  His reports in the 1880s referred to them as 

misappropriation of funds. Second, many societies had members of an older age. Their 

ability to draw benefits was sometimes at risk. If the available benefit funds became 

depleted, younger members would not join and the branch would collapse from an 

inability to fund future benefits. Younger members disliked subsidising older 

members rather than building up funds for their own future. Additionally, some 

branches collapsed when younger members voted to dissolve a branch leaving the 

older members to lose the benefit of past contributions. The younger men would then 

                                                             
50 Gosden, The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875, p. 94. 

51 Victoria, Statistics of Friendly Societies for The Year 1878, 1879, VPP, No. 56, p. x. 
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set up a new branch with only younger members, having perhaps kept funds from the 

dissolved branch.52  

Third, a lack of actuarial knowledge caused friendly societies to set 

contribution rates that were not based on any sophisticated methodology. Actuarial 

studies developed during the nineteenth century.53 Their impact on friendly societies 

was not significant until the 1870s when the English actuary, Henry Ratcliffe, released 

actuarial tables based on the claims-history of Manchester Unity.54 Ratcliffe had the 

advantage of being intimately familiar with the operations of a friendly society. He 

was the first officer of a friendly society to qualify as an actuary. 55  These tables 

became a standard, especially for advising on contribution rates adjusted for the 

experience of Victorian friendly societies. The use of these adjusted English tables was 

required until Victorian claims’ histories were available.  

Fourth, theft of funds and other fraudulent activities committed by trustees 

and other official members were frequently reported.56 This risk was compounded by 

branch bookkeeping being handled by untrained members and the audit of books 

being conducted by other members of the branch. Incompetency and conflict of 

interest made fraud a tempting proposition. 

 Ultimately legislation arising from the Victorian Royal Commission 

strengthened the powers of the authorities but there were other factors that 

ameliorated financial risks. In England and Victoria, there were always members who 

resigned or simply walked away from friendly society branches. Given contributions 

were never refundable when resigning from a society, the funds could grow as the 

                                                             
52 Gosden, The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875, p. 98. 

53 Actuarial studies were developed for life insurance, pensions and for other financial products where a 
contribution rate was developed from a range of factors including age, occupation, gender and residential 
location. The history of actuarial studies in Britain, from where Victorian actuaries were required to receive 
their initial qualifications, is documented in Steven Haberman and Trevor A. Sibbett, (eds.), History of 
Actuarial Science (London: W. Pickering & Chatto, 1995). Actuarial issues relating to friendly societies are 
extensively documented by Penelope Ismay, ‘Between providence and risk: Odd fellows, benevolence and the 
social limits of actuarial science, 1820-1880s’, Past and Present, 226 (2015): 115-147. 

54 Gosden, The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875, p. 103. 

55 Cordery, British Friendly Societies, 1750-1914, p. 143. 

56  Victorian newspapers reported numerous cases: see Bendigo Advertiser, 10 May 1873, p. 2; Ballarat 
Advertiser, 24 June 1910, p. 6; Fitzroy City Press, 12 January 1899, p. 3. 
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liability for future benefits was extinguished. The Victorian Government Statist 

reported that a major advantage gained by friendly societies occurred when members 

left their society. In 1881, he calculated that approximately 5000 or 11% of members 

left annually thereby providing societies with significant funds.57 The Statist gave no 

reasons for such turnover of members, but it is not hard to imagine the unreliability 

of earning income from prospecting, mining and pastoral pursuits as contributing to 

the constant resignations.  

A second factor lessening the viability risk related to the basic nature of 

friendly societies. They were fraternal societies which, at their core, looked out for 

their fellow man. If funds were depleted, but a member was in necessitous 

circumstances, a levy could be imposed on the members. Alternatively, within the 

larger affiliated societies, a centralised levy could be imposed either on all members 

or out of consolidated funds. During World War One, many branches levied members 

to support arrears of contributions for enlisted men serving overseas. Although other 

remedies would be utilised, this was the response of friendly societies in the early 

years of the war. 

In the matter of financial viability, the Victorian 1855 Act stated that: 

 

It should not be lawful for the Registrar to register any society 

assuring to any member any benefit susceptible of calculation by 

way of average, unless the tables of contributions payable for 

such kind of assurance had been certified by an actuary of some 

Life Assurance Company nominated by the Registrar, and who 

should have exercised the profession of an actuary for at least 

three years in Great Britain, Victoria, or some of the Australian 

colonies.58 

 

                                                             
57 Victoria, Fourth Annual Report of the Government Statist in Connection with Friendly Societies: Report for The 
Year 1881, p. xiii. 

58 Victoria, Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies for The Year ending 31 December 1878, Victorian 
Parliamentary Papers, 1879, No. 33, p. 6. 
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Although the wording was in place, the fears of the authorities were not necessarily 

assuaged. The role of actuary was undertaken by William Henry Archer, having 

previously been an actuary in Great Britain and later the author of many statistical 

analyses of Victoria. Archer became the pioneer for actuarial practice in Victoria but, 

based on evidence he gave to the Victorian Royal Commission, was found to have used 

inappropriate assumptions when approving contribution tables for friendly societies. 

He retired as actuary in 1874. His difficulty was that there were no actuarial tables 

based on the Victorian experience of sickness and death rates. He relied on English 

actuarial tables, but they were subsequently found to be inaccurate. The Registrar of 

Friendly Societies, reporting on the Royal Commission noted that, having regard to 

the Archer’s evidence, ‘it may naturally be expected that the contributions calculated 

on these erroneous data are much too low.’59  

The Victorian Royal Commission provides a unique analysis of the first forty 

years during which friendly societies were established in Victoria. Evidence was 

heard from seventy-one witnesses with sittings in Melbourne, Castlemaine, 

Sandhurst (Bendigo), Geelong, Warrnambool, Belfast (Port Fairy), Portland, 

Beechworth and Ballarat. The Minutes of Evidence cover 274 pages of small type with 

the hearings lasting twelve months. Although the Registrar of Friendly Societies had 

issued annual reports from 1855, the Commission Report’s appendices provide up to 

ten years of statistical analyses of the three major societies (Manchester Unity, 

Foresters and Grand United Order of Oddfellows) including contribution and benefit 

payment analyses, membership information, details of land grants to friendly 

societies, and other summarised information.  

The Commissioners included seven politicians and five friendly society 

representatives. In an unusual circumstance, one of the Commissioners, John M. 

Templeton, gave evidence to the Commission in his capacity as the Certifying Actuary 

under the Friendly Societies statute. Conflict of interest was not addressed. Although 

Templeton’s evidence was the last heard by the Commission, it does provide a 

summary of the critical issues from the bureaucratic point of view. The Commission 

                                                             
59 Victoria, Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies for The Year ending 31 December 1878, Victorian 
Parliamentary Papers, 1879, No. 33, p. 6. 
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Report made thirty-four recommendations relating to the day-to-day housekeeping, 

legal and administrative matters to assist in the bureaucratic oversight of the friendly 

societies. Other recommendations concerned the interaction of friendly societies with 

the wider community.60 The principal recommendations included the following: 

 

1. The objects of the Act should be expanded to allow for the ‘provision for 

mutual relief when on travel in search of employment, or in shipwreck, 

and for insurance of workmen’s tools against fire to a small amount.’ 

(Recommendation 2). 

2. Not to allow the granting of ‘annuities and endowments.’ 

(Recommendation 3). 

3. All building societies to be registered under the separate Building 

Societies Act. (Recommendation 4). 

4. Reserves of land are to continue to be granted for recreational purposes 

but not for charitable purposes. Reserves previously granted to societies 

on Emerald Hill (South Melbourne) that have not been used for their 

charitable purposes, should be resumed by the Government. 

(Recommendation 5). 

5.  Friendly societies refused registration should have a right of appeal to the 

Supreme Court. (Recommendation 7). 

6. The furnishing of reports and data to enable the annual and quinquennial 

reviews and actuarial valuations should be made compulsory. 

(Recommendations 9 and 10). 

7. The Government should procure a set of actuarial tables to be made 

available as a model for use by the friendly societies when determining the 

level of contributions to be paid by members. (Recommendation 13). 

8. Trustees should be prohibited from borrowing money from their own 

friendly society. (Recommendation 16). 

9. Branches of friendly societies should only have the power to dissolve after 

approval from the parent society and that all funds must be transferred to 

the parent society upon dissolution. (Recommendations 19 and 20). 

                                                             
60 Commission Report, ‘A summary of recommendations’, Part IV, pp. xxiii–xxv.  
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10. Friendly societies should be prohibited from owning real estate for 

speculative purposes and the building of halls for meetings, etc., should 

only be allowed under stringent conditions. (Recommendation 24). 

11. The ‘formation of local dispensaries by combination of the societies, for 

their own use and benefit, should be legalised.’ (Recommendation 25). 

12. All friendly societies should be registered under the new law and that ‘no 

new society should be allowed to be established without being registered.’ 

(Recommendation 26). 

13. The Registrar should have the power to order an audit of a friendly society, 

‘on being memorialised to that effect by ten members.’ (Recommendation 

34). 

 

The critical issue that underpinned the recommendations was the on-going viability 

of the friendly societies.  

Initially, both the authorities and friendly societies in Victoria referred to the 

English experience. 61  At the Victorian Royal Commission, the first witness was 

William H. Archer, a former actuary with responsibility for certifying the rate tables 

used by friendly societies. Archer had studied under Francis Neison and frequently 

cited John Finlaison (English actuaries). He stated that he did not consider that the 

‘circumstances of Victoria and England were at all analogous.’ Further he asserted: 

 

To have adopted rates for deferred annuities at all, was quite out 

of the question without data to go upon, and that therefore I had 

taken a tentative rate without graduation, avowedly with the 

intention of throwing societies upon their own experience, 

which would be accumulated in a few years, and upon which 

they should seek actuarial advice, in order to obtain practical 

                                                             
61 The English Institute of Actuaries is a source of literature on the development of contribution tables for 
insurance companies and friendly societies. An 1886 publication compared the major tables for nineteenth 
century friendly societies: George F. Hardy, Messenger Prize Essay on Friendly Societies (London: Institute of 
Actuaries (United Kingdom), 1886). Prominent English friendly society actuaries included Charles Ansell, 
John Finlaison, Francis Neison and Henry Ratcliffe. 

 



47 

 

knowledge of what would be equitable premiums for the 

respective risks they incurred.62 

 

The evidence from the actuary John Templeton was unequivocal. Templeton’s 

evidence was highly critical of his predecessors and the state of affairs he found upon 

his appointment eighteen months previously in 1874. His controversial reaction upon 

appointment had been to not approve the registration of new friendly societies. In his 

evidence before the Commission he noted: 

 

Since my appointment as actuary under the Friendly Societies 

Statute, it has been practically impossible to start a new society; 

for no new society could be established with good prospects of 

obtaining members if its rates were higher than those of existing 

societies, and I hold a very decided opinion that the rates of all 

the societies at present conducting this business in Victoria are 

inadequate to provide the benefits promised.63 

 

Although the motive for having a Commissioner give evidence is not clear, it is 

apparent that Commissioner Templeton’s evidence was virtually a lone voice of 

pessimism at the Commission. Perhaps the Commissioners wanted to ensure that the 

almost universally optimistic outlook evinced by the seventy other witnesses needed 

to be countered by an opposing view, hence Templeton being the last witness to give 

evidence. Despite the lack of financial viability of friendly societies being a constant 

fear of the authorities, as reflected in the Commissioners’ questions, the evidence 

from the friendly societies was inevitably optimistic. Typical of this evidence was the 

questioning of James Hayes, the Grand Secretary of the Grand United Order of Free 

Gardeners: 

 

                                                             
62 Commission Report, ‘Minutes of Evidence’, paragraph 197, p. 18. 

63 Commission Report ‘Minutes of Evidence’, paragraph 6112, p. 269. 
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Commission:  Do you think a shilling a week paid by members is 

sufficient to meet all the liabilities of the society? 

Hayes:   We always find the sick and funeral fund increasing. 

Commission:  At present? 

Hayes:   Yes 

Commission:  But do you think your rates are sufficient to give all the 

benefits in the future? 

Hayes:   Yes. 

Commission:  On what do you base that opinion? 

Hayes:  Only that we have done very well so far. Fresh members 

will always be joining and bringing more money in.64 

 

George Reid, district sub-chief ranger with the Melbourne District of the Foresters and 

a member for twelve years at least could acknowledge the issue: 

 

Commission:  Are you not aware that the greater part of your liability 

is in the future? 

Reid:   Undoubtedly. 

Commission:  And that therefore it is necessary to accumulate 

sufficient funds and get what future contributions will 

provide for the amount of the future claims? 

Reid: I am aware of that, and we are accumulating. 

Commission: Is it not important to ascertain whether that fund is 

sufficient for its purposes? 

Reid: Yes, but we rely on the power to levy. 

                                                             
64 Commission Report, ‘Minutes of Evidence’, paragraphs 3371-3374, p. 157. 
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Commission: Supposing, for the sake of argument, that you had 

£30,000 in hand, and £60,000 is necessary, how are you 

going to make up the deficiency of £30,000; by levying? 

Reid: How are we to ascertain that £60,000 is necessary? 

Commission: By valuing your liabilities? 

Reid: That we have never done.65 

 

1877 legislation and its effectiveness 
 

The major product of the Royal Commission was the legislation enacted in 1877,66 the 

first legislation exclusively for controlling friendly societies. The previous legislation, 

although titled the Friendly Societies Statute 1865, was also used to register building 

societies and continued to do so until 1890 when their own legislation was put in place. 

The important changes provided an emphasis on the monitoring and accountability of the 

societies to both members and the authorities. It will be seen that the legislation was not 

perfect, but it did introduce reforms that allowed the authorities to be more effective in 

their prudential oversight.  

The most far-reaching reform was in respect of the duties and obligation of the 

societies to have an actuarial valuation of assets and liabilities on a quinquennial 

basis. 67 Supporting this reform, the Government Statist was required to prepare and 

circulate model forms for collecting information for preparation of financial statements 

and valuations. The Statist was then to use this information to create contribution tables 

for any of the contingencies for which the societies provided benefits. However, in a sop 

to the friendly societies, the authorities weakened the approach by allowing that ‘the 

adoption of such tables … shall be optional.’68 Financial disclosure by way of the model 

forms ensured that the valuations would all be comparable given the collection of like 

information from each society. Section 13 of the Act further required that the Statist was 

                                                             
65 Commission Report, ‘Minutes of Evidence’, paragraphs 1291-1292 and 1296-1298, p. 73. 

66 Friendly Societies Act 1877 – An Act to Amend and Consolidate the Laws Relating to Friendly Societies, 41 
Vict., No. 590. 

67 Friendly Societies Act 1877, Section 13. 

68 Friendly Societies Act 1877, Section 8. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa1877201
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa1877201
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa1877201
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to receive an audited annual return, that the members be allowed to inspect the books of 

the society, and that the annual balance sheet and latest quinquennial valuation to be 

‘always hung up in a conspicuous place’ for inspection. Separate bank accounts were 

required for each of the sick, funeral and management funds. 

Other new sections were innovative but not necessarily of immediate impact. 

Dividing societies were allowed for the first time. These societies only operated for a 

twelve-month period after which all surplus funds were divided between the members. 

The next year the process re-commenced. These are discussed in more detail later with 

the first registrations not occurring till 1908.69 Another reform recognised the rise of 

military conflict during the nineteenth century. The Crimean War had ended in 1856 but 

the threat of Russian military expansion hung in the air. Complementing the creation of 

militia units enlisting civilians as well as professional soldiers, the legislation stated: 

 

No person by reason of his enrolment or service in any corps of 

volunteers or in the military or naval forces of Victoria shall lose or 

forfeit any interest he possesses at the time of his being so enrolled 

or serving in any friendly society or any branch thereof registered 

or unregistered or be fined for absence from or non-attendance at 

any meeting of the society.70 

 

Despite the good intention of the reforms, the matter of actuarial valuations was 

contested.  

The Commissioners were concerned about the professionalism of those 

undertaking the work and the use to which the valuation reports would be put. The 

Commission Report was cognisant of the difficulties that could arise when actuarial 

investigations were implemented, especially in the matter of insolvency. When 

addressing contribution rates, the Commissioners opined that ‘on the whole, we are 

inclined to the opinion that the strictly actuarial view of what constitutes insolvency 

                                                             
69 Friendly Societies Act 1877, Section 9. 

70 Friendly Societies Act 1877, Section 23. 

 



51 

 

in the case of friendly societies may be a good deal overstrained.’71 Additionally, the 

Commissioners faced two major hurdles when investigating insolvency. First, some 

witnesses to the Royal Commission did not recognise the problem. As already 

discussed, the witness statements of those representing the friendly societies were 

filled with optimism that sought to leave the matter well alone. Second, witnesses who 

might have otherwise been regarded as the objective professional actuaries, 

disagreed with each other as to the merits of how the available statistical 

methodologies should be applied to friendly societies. Confusion, obfuscation and 

self-interest are evident when examining the actuarial evidence. The Commissioners 

reported, after examining the issues placed before them, that ‘all these factors in the 

problem are incapable of being reduced to precise calculation, so that even the most 

expert actuaries are unable to agree upon what really constitutes insolvency in any 

given case.’72 

The Commissioners appear to have assuaged their frustrations by noting that 

the experience of the English Royal Commissioners was little different. The 

Commission Report quoted extensively from the English Royal Commission reports 

in respect of actuarial advice. The conclusion drawn from the evidence of Mr Tidd 

Pratt, the long standing Registrar of (English) Friendly Societies noted that ‘out of 

some 23,000 societies in England and Wales, he could not satisfy himself of the 

solvency of twenty.’73 Despite this evidence from an experienced professional, one of 

the English Commissioners, Sir George Young, was not convinced stating that ‘The 

reports of actuaries appear to me generally to err both by excess and defect; they are 

full of figures, but disclose little of their mode of reasoning; they give small account of 

the degree to which estimate, as distinct from calculation, has affected their results, 

or of the assumed data which have guided their estimates.’74  

So how did this state of confusion and distrust arise? What were the factors 

that confronted those who were charged with ensuring the financial stability and 

viability of friendly societies in Victoria? Part III of the Commission Report, having 

                                                             
71 Commission Report, p. xvi. 

72 Commission Report, p. xv-xvi. 

73 Commission Report, p. xvi. 

74 Commission Report, p. xvi. 
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noted that contribution rates were only one of the factors, highlights other factors that 

were addressed by witnesses: 

 

1. Rates of sickness and mortality; 

2. The amount of accumulated funds held by the societies at any 

given time; 

3. The amount of interest earned from investments; 

4. Cost of management of the friendly societies; 

5. The nature of occupations of members; 

6. Outbreak of disease in districts; 

7. Economic depression in trades; 

8. Other matters affecting the regular employment of members.75 

 

Of the above factors, the income returns from investments were constantly monitored 

by the authorities. In 1880, Henry Hayter, the Government Statist, published tables to 

be used for establishing contribution rates as required by the 1877 legislation.76 

These tables were constructed using the principles developed by Henry Ratcliffe, of 

which investment income was a primary factor. The Ratcliffe tables used the English 

practice of 3% interest as an earning rate. The Statist noted the Victorian experience 

ranged from 4.397% to 5.372% depending on the time periods. The tables were 

conservatively prepared using 4%. Any higher rate that was not achieved could cause 

the contribution rates to be understated.  

 In his report for 1909, the Statist highlighted that 10% of investments for the 

sick and funeral funds were in halls, other freehold property, and non- interest-

bearing accounts. Although the overall income return by all societies was 4.05%, he 

noted that for the previous year the return had been 3.97%. He was concerned about 

the inconsistent returns often achieved by landlords.77 In the 1910 report, he further 

                                                             
75 Commission Report, passim. 

76 Victoria, Second Annual Report of the Government Statist in Connection with Friendly Societies (Melbourne: 
Government Printer, 1880), No. 7, 17. Appendix C. 

77  Victoria, Thirty-Second Annual Report of the Government Statist in Connection with Friendly Societies 
(Melbourne: Government Printer, 1910), No. 56, p. xiii. 
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noted that for ten out of twenty preceding years, the rate of return was below 4%.78 

A remedy to eliminate risk associated with the inadequate income return was jointly 

developed by the friendly societies and the State government. The deputation to the 

State Government was under the auspices of the Association of the Friendly Societies 

of Victoria that had been established in 1888 to enable ‘united action (to) materially 

enhance the prestige of the Friendly Societies generally, whose interests sometimes 

individually suffer for want of proper assertion.’ 79 

After receiving a deputation from the friendly societies, the State government 

agreed to issue Victorian Government Special Inscribed Stock. These bonds would 

only be held by friendly societies, would be issued for twenty years and earn 4% 

interest. 80  They were issued and redeemable at par. Additionally, the conditions 

would not allow market dealings in the stock and any redemption of stock could not 

be for the purposes of making alternative investments. Such co-operation was 

beneficial for both parties and for friendly societies would therefore ‘solve the much-

debated question as to the system and ways of their funds.’81 This result ensured that 

one of the critical underlying risk factors, used in the contribution tables, was 

effectively eliminated. 

The first quinquennial valuations appeared in the Government Statist’s 1882 

annual report, having been prepared by the actuary, Evan Owen, working in the office 

of the Statist. The primary purpose of the actuarial assessments was to determine the 

valuation of fund assets compared with the fund actual and contingent liabilities. A 

contingent liability relates to a future event that will give rise to a potential 

requirement to pay a benefit. A critical conclusion drawn from the first valuations was 

that the contributions paid by friendly society members were insufficient to cover the 

                                                             
78  Victoria, Thirty-Third Annual Report of the Government Statist in Connection with Friendly Societies 
(Melbourne: Government Printer, 1911), No. 9, Second Session, p. xix. 

79 Reported in the AOF United Melbourne District Quarterly Meeting report, 19 October 1888, NBAC Z87, Box 
57. 

80  Victoria, Thirty-Second Annual Report of the Government Statist in Connection with Friendly Societies 
(Melbourne: Government Printer, 1910), No. 56, p. xvi. 

81 Manchester Unity in Victoria, Report of the Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors, pp. 9-10, NBAC Z129. 
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potential liabilities, given the existing assets. 82  Hayter argued that contributions 

should be based on three actuarial principles: 

 

1. Medical and Management Fund is an annual fund and should be 

the same for all members irrespective of age; 

2. The Sick Fund should be based on the age of the members when 

they entered the friendly society, proportionate to the 

guaranteed benefit, and 

3. The Funeral Fund should relate to the liability quantum as well 

as age. 83 

 

 In the 1887 report to Parliament, the Statist noted that several friendly 

societies — and particularly the Foresters — had not increased their contribution 

rates. The October 1889 Report of the Executive of the Foresters, United Melbourne 

District, takes nearly four pages to justify why they believed that, for them, the 

comments were not appropriate. Competition between friendly societies was intense. 

The Executive was concerned that the ‘remarks apparently have been accepted by the 

public Press as a reproof on the Societies referred to, and as exhibiting a precarious 

financial position, and various articles have appeared founded on those statements.’84  

The Foresters’ major justification for their attitude was that in thirty-nine 

years of operation, no branch had closed for want of funds. The Foresters’ report did 

acknowledge the precarious nature of many branches that had ‘flourished while the 

goldfields succeeded’. However, when the fields ran out, the younger members 

departed, often to other Courts, transferring their contributions to a new Lodge and 

sometimes leaving older members to maintain the declining branch. Despite this, 

                                                             
82 Victoria, Fifth Annual Report of the Government Statist in Connection with Friendly Societies (Melbourne: 
Government Printer, 1884), No. 6, p. vi. 

83 Victoria, Fifth Annual Report of the Government Statist in Connection with Friendly Societies (Melbourne: 
Government Printer, 1884), No. 6, p. x. 

84 Ancient Order of Foresters, United Melbourne District, Quarterly Report, 18 October 1889, pp. 13–16, NBAC 
Z87, Box 57. 

 

 



55 

 

there had not been any failures. Another Foresters’ defence was that the 

acknowledged English expert actuaries, Messrs. Finlaison, Neison and Ratcliffe, 

whose work had been used to develop the ‘Standard Tables’ for contribution rates 

used by the Government Actuary, did not always agree on contribution calculations.85  

 The Foresters remained persistent. Court Little John put forward a proposal 

to have differentiated contribution rates. They requested that current members 

retain their lower contribution rates and new members have a higher rate. The 

Actuary was equally persistent. He recognised that new members would be, without 

being aware, subsidising the deficiencies created by the older members. The actuary 

responded by saying ‘I regard that proposal with extreme disfavour.’86 

The Foresters were not the only society grappling with the deficiency issue. In 

1908 the GUOOF in Victoria was in crisis. The Grand Master addressed its Annual 

Meeting on 10 October announcing that the Society was in an embarrassing and 

exigent condition.87 Drastic reform was required to address the ‘seething discontent 

at the disorganisation’; heavy levies were required to bolster an antiquated system. 

Men had fraudulently depleted the funds, some having escaped the consequences of 

their crimes, others being in prison. He claimed that the GUOOF, the oldest Society in 

the State, was now one of the weakest societies in the State through 

maladministration, neglect and fraud. There were only 3000 members, funds of 

£80,000, after 60 years of building up its asset base ‘which the present actuary insists 

is not sufficient to meet all liabilities.’ He compared the GUOOF to the Australian 

Natives Association by noting that the latter had only been in existence for thirty-one 

years, had 25,000 members and £250 million in funds. He accused the GUOOF of being 

dysfunctional and that ‘for years the audited balance sheets of certain Lodges and 

Districts have been as false as Dicers Oaths’ using auditors who were not ‘sufficiently 

trained or educated to do the work.’ Here was a friendly society was at risk.  

                                                             
85 Ancient Order of Foresters, United Melbourne District, Quarterly Report 18 October 1889, 13–16, NBAC 
Z87, Box 57. 

86 Actuary for Friendly Societies, correspondence dated 18 December 1898, transcribed in the Ancient Order 
of Foresters, United Melbourne District, minute of meeting, 27 January 1899. 

87 Grand United Order of Oddfellows, Minutes of 60th Annual General Meeting, pp. 5-8, NBAC Z87, Box 59. 
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The crux of the concern of Government Statist and the Registrar of Friendly 

Societies can be drawn from the GUOOF Grand Master’s speech: 

 

The question of the hour is what scheme can be propounded in 

answer to the complaints and increase the membership of the 

Order, otherwise the death rate and falling away of younger 

members must bring the Society into dissolution. Many branches 

have attempted the profitless task of introduction of 

amusements such as Shooting Matches, Card Paying, Cricket 

Clubs and the like, with varying success all of them, pleasurable 

but not practically profitable. The problem with the public is 

what Society will give the largest benefits with a minimum 

payable amount conserving as little trouble as possible.88 

 

The Grand Master’s solution was to have one Governing Central Body and only one 

branch in each city, town or district. At the next Annual General meeting this idea and 

increased contribution rates were adopted, ensuring the long-term survival of the 

Society.89  

When the friendly society movement translocated from England to Victoria, 

the principal agents were the State and the societies. Given imperial legislative 

requirements, initial friendly society legislation in Victoria was effectively a copy of 

the English statutes. This was also encouraged by the English roots of the major 

affiliated societies whose members emigrated to Victoria. Additionally, a major Royal 

Commission into friendly societies was held in each location during the mid-1870s. 

This similarity of development, however, occurred in circumstances when underlying 

factors were different. English friendly societies developed during times when Poor 

Laws and seditious activities were occupying the minds of authorities. These matters 

did not translate to the colonies in such a way as to impact on the formation of the 

friendly societies. What did impact on the formation of the friendly societies was the 

                                                             
88 Grand United Order of Oddfellows, Minutes of 60th Annual General Meeting, pp. 5-8, NBAC Z87, Box 59. 

89 Grand United Order of Oddfellows, Minutes of 61sth Annual General Meeting, p. 13, NBAC Z87, Box 59. 
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close attention of the authorities to ensure the financial viability of the societies. Both 

the Registrar of Friendly Societies and the Government Statist reported to Parliament 

annually noting their concern about inadequate contributions and misuse of funds. 

Although actuarial calculations continued to be at the forefront of many debates into 

the financial viability of friendly societies for as long as they operated, no friendly 

societies were reported as defaulting on payments of benefits.  
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CHAPTER TWO 

Settlement, Occupations, Democracy 
 

The focus of this chapter is to identify the places, tangible and intangible, where 

friendly societies were sited in Victoria. This chapter provides context in respect of 

the communities in which they emerged. Friendly societies were not institutions in 

isolation from society. They were inherently part of its fabric and wherever the 

population established itself, so friendly societies and a host of other community-

based institutions were also created. Complementing this analysis will be an 

examination of the social and geographical context for the formation and spread of 

friendly societies throughout the state. It will illustrate the movement of settlers, gold 

prospectors and pastoralists around Victoria and the establishment of their 

communities in which friendly societies were located. It will also chart the 

development and spread of the towns and settlements that enabled friendly societies 

to become an influential social movement during the nineteenth century. Having 

established the nature of the population base and where it was located, the provision 

of charity and welfare within communities will be investigated. This review will 

highlight key features of nineteenth-century settler societies in Victoria: some people 

were better off than others; sickness could force a family into penury; and the State 

was not yet an agent in the provision of welfare. Such a process will necessitate an 

examination of the agency of different community groups when ensuring that those 

needing welfare could receive it. This evaluation of the impact of charitable and 

philanthropic organisations will provide a context for the welfare activities 

undertaken by friendly societies for both their members and the wider community.  

In the first instance, the formation of these communities was preceded by the 

migration of individuals and families from other lands. What is significant is that the 

flows of families spreading across Victoria also map the rise and spread of friendly 

societies across Victoria.  
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Early Settlements and Friendly Societies 
 

Victoria had early attempts at permanent settlement with the authorities sending 

parties to Sullivan Bay, near Sorrento in 1803 and Corinella in Westernport Bay in 

1826. Neither of these sites was successful and it took a civilian party, the Henty 

brothers, to establish the first permanent settlement at Portland in November 1834. 

This was also the year of the first recorded friendly society being established and 

operating in Australia, the Australian Union Benefit Society in Sydney.1 Although the 

Australian Union Benefit Society was the first society to be recorded, there had been 

earlier indications that similar proposals had been considered. There were 

advertisements appearing in Hobart newspapers going as far back as 1816 

encouraging people to attend meetings to consider forming such societies (Figure 3). 

 

 2 

        FIGURE 3: ADVERTISEMENT, HOBART TOWN GAZETTE AND SOUTHERN REPORTER, 1816. 

    
No further record of this Tasmanian proposal has been located. It is the notice 

in the Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser on 1 May 1834 that provides 

detailed information for the Australian Union Benefit Society including an extract of a 

prospectus and notification that the Articles of the society were available at the Albion 

Inn in Sussex Street, Sydney. Friendly societies had arrived in Australia as Victoria 

was being first settled. 

Following the Henty settlement, Van Diemen’s Land based syndicates sought 

to opportunistically take possession of land in the Port Phillip region. The first 

syndicate was the Port Phillip Association led by John Batman that sailed from 

                                                             
1 Green and Cromwell, Mutual Aid or Welfare State, p. 5. 

2 The Hobart Town Gazette and Southern Reporter, 19 October 1816, p. 1. 
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Launceston in May 1835. After further arrivals the sudden influx of people and 

livestock caught the authorities in Sydney unawares, with Governor Bourke 

appointing Captain William Lonsdale as the Commandant for the Port Phillip region 

in October 1836. The following decade was a formative time for both the new Colony 

and its friendly societies despite the early 1840s being a period of economic 

depression and uncertainty. 3  This was a time of falling wool prices, the primary 

agricultural staple of the region. In an inauspicious time, investors revised their 

estimates on returns and in 1842 the downturn in the inflow of funds from Britain 

precipitated bank insolvencies followed by a widespread collapse in land values. 

Geoffrey Blainey describes immigrants in this period finding no work ‘after crossing 

the world specially to seek work.’ Many businesses failed, credit tightened, and 

insolvencies became common.4  

An example of such difficulties can be found in the first friendly society 

established in the Colony, the Melbourne Union Benefit Society. The articles and rules 

of the Melbourne Union Benefit Society, dated 8 May 1839, were very similar to those 

of the Sydney based Australian Union Benefit Society. 5 The Melbourne Union Benefit 

Society sought and was granted the honour of Captain Lonsdale as its initial Patron 

and Dr Patrick Cussen, the Medical Officer.6 By October 1839 the Society welcomed 

Charles La Trobe, the newly appointed Superintendent of the Port Phillip District. 

                                                             
3 The agricultural sector was especially impacted by the depression. Many run-holders (larger-scale farmers) 
failed, see Geoffrey Serle, The Golden Age: A History of the Colony of Victoria, 1851-1861 (Carlton, Vic.: 
Melbourne University Press, 1963), p. 2; Tony E. Dingle, Settling: The Victorians (McMahons Point, N.S.W.: 
Fairfax, Syme & Weldon Associates, 1984), pp. 102-3; Margaret Kiddle, Men of Yesterday: A Social History of 
the Western District of Victoria, 1834-1890 (Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 1962, revised edition), 
pp. 132-146. 

4 Geoffrey Blainey, Our Side of the Country: The Story of Victoria (North Ryde, N.S.W.: Methuen Haynes, 1984), 
p. 31. 

 
5 Port Phillip Gazette, 29 May 1839, p. 3. 

6 Dr Patrick Edward Cussen arrived in the District in 1837 and was appointed assistant surgeon for the 
nascent settlement of Melbourne. In the same year as the formation of the MUBS, he performed the first 
known surgical operation in the District. By 1846 he was the first president of the Port Phillip Medical 
Association (see Chapter Six). For a complete biography, see Bryan Gandevia, 'Cussen, Patrick Edward (1792–
1849)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography, Australian National University, 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/cussen-patrick-edward-1946/text2335, published first in hardcopy 1966, 
accessed online 14 June 2019. 
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They gave a welcoming address and flew the colours of the Society in front of a 

procession in La Trobe’s honour. 7 But these were difficult times.  

The financial viability of the friendly society required a steady stream of 

contributions from members in employment. The downturn in employment created 

a downturn in contributions causing the availability of benefits to be problematic. 

Paul De Serville argued that the boom days were over for the gentlemen of the Colony 

and ‘the years of depression were endured with a climate of bitterness, hardship and 

acrimony’ 8  Workers were even worse off. The agricultural employees were 

unemployed as properties were bankrupted and tradesmen were laid off with fewer 

houses being built. The timing of these nascent years for Victorian friendly societies 

could not have been worse.9 

In December 1841, the Melbourne Union Benefit Society was listed as owing 

13/9d to the Port Phillip Gazette, out of a total of £1,100 due by debtors to the 

newspaper, after the ‘hurried departure of Mr Strode’.10 In January 1842, the Society’s 

notice for the January meeting stated that ‘all members six months and over, that shall 

not pay the arrears to the society, will be struck off the books and considered no 

longer members.’11 All their benefits would have been lost. Although advertising in 

both the Port Phillip Gazette and Port Phillip Patriot and Melbourne Advertiser each 

month, the last advertisement was published in the Port Phillip Gazette on 12 

February 1842 for a 14 February 1842 meeting. Nothing further is heard or said about 

this society. The reference to Mr Strode’s hurried departure may have been editorial 

licence or simply a sign of a commercial dispute. Geoffrey Blainey tells us that Strode 

was ‘solid and reliable’ whereas the editor and Strode’s partner in the Port Phillip 

                                                             
7 Port Phillip Patriot and Melbourne Advertiser, 7 October 1839, p. 4. 

8 Paul De Serville, Port Phillip Gentlemen: And Good Society in Melbourne Before the Gold Rushes (Melbourne: 
Oxford University Press, 1980), p. 150. 

9  Noel Butlin, Jules Ginswick and Pamela Statham, ‘The economy before 1850’, in Australians: Historical 
Statistics (Broadway, N.S.W.: Fairfax, Syme & Weldon Associates, 1987), p. 102-125, highlights this depression 
and link it with British economic conditions causing a reduction in British investment impacting on the 
Colony’s trade, pastoral production and availability of public finance. 

10 Port Phillip Gazette, 4 December 1841, p. 2. 

11 Port Phillip Gazette, 8 January 1842, p. 2. 
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Gazette, George Arden, is described as ‘a teenage firebrand.’12 Whatever the case, 

Thomas Strode appears to have been instrumental in the founding of the second 

friendly society, the Loyal Australia Felix Lodge of the Independent Order of 

Oddfellows, some eighteen months earlier.13 It is possible that one outcome of the 

demise of the Melbourne Union Benefit Society was that the members transferred 

membership to the Loyal Australia Felix Lodge.  

The naming of the Loyal Australia Felix Lodge was exciting to its founding 

members. They drew on the recent history of their Colony. In 1836 the explorer and 

Surveyor-General Major Thomas Mitchell had crossed the Murray River and explored 

the lands to the west of Port Phillip. On 30 September 1836 Mitchell climbed Mount 

Macedon and ‘wondered if he could see the new village of Melbourne.’14 Although not 

seeing Melbourne, the vistas and lush pastures through which Mitchell trekked 

caused him to christen the western region south of the Murray River as Australia 

Felix. Settlers were so enamoured of this name that it became favoured for the wider 

region that was ultimately named Victoria. George Arden, editor of the Port Phillip 

Gazette referenced the arrival of John Batman in Port Phillip as being ‘when Australia 

Felix was first discovered and inhabited by stray parties’.15 In his 1840 treatise on the 

settlement of Port Phillip, Surveyor Robert Hoddle used the term to encompass the 

region. 16  With great significance for the founding members, Australia Felix was 

incorporated into the name of the first IOOF lodge in Victoria. Despite the optimistic 

tone of Australia Felix, Blainey’s description of the economic woes of 1842 includes 

‘The name Australia Felix was now infelicitous and even had a mocking sound.’17 

Fortuitously, such an auspiciously named friendly society would continue to operate 

for over one hundred years. 

 

                                                             
12 Blainey, Odd Fellows: A History of IOOF Australia, p. 11; De Serville, Port Phillip Gentlemen, p. 65, states Arden 
as having fought the first duel in Melbourne and being expelled from the Melbourne Club. 

13 Blainey, Odd Fellows: A History of IOOF Australia, p. 11. 

14 Blainey, Our Side of the Country, p. 18. 

15 Port Phillip Gazette, 16 March 1839, p. 2. 

16 Robert Hoddle, ‘A chapter on Port Phillip by Surveyor Hoddle’, published in Port Phillip Gazette, 31 July 
1841, p. 5. 

17 Blainey, Our Side of the Country, p. 31. 
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By the late 1840s, sheep graziers needed to innovate with entrepreneurial 

ideas. Their sheep, that were previously valued at £1 10s to £2, had fallen to 1s 2d to 

4s. Their innovation was to introduce the process of boiling down sheep for tallow 

which was ‘a real boon to the pastoral settlers.’18 Eventually livestock and produce 

prices improved and Victoria looked optimistically to the future. In 1851 the Port 

Phillip District became the autonomous Colony of Victoria. More importantly, 

Victorians being aware that gold had been found within its borders, responded with 

alacrity at the news of gold discoveries by Edward Hargreaves in New South Wales. A 

public meeting on 9 June 1851 appointed a gold-discovery committee to offer rewards 

for the recovery of remunerative quantities of gold in Victoria. The discoveries 

followed. Nineteenth-century narratives described the crowds flooding in from the 

United Kingdom, the United States and elsewhere in a scramble for wealth.’ 19       

Victoria was becoming a master of its own destiny.20 

The changes wrought in Victoria because of the events after 1851 were both 

formative and in many instances permanent. This applied to both the state and the 

friendly societies. Noel Butlin, Jules Ginswick and Pamela Statham refer to gold as the 

‘trigger to renewed expansion.’21 Changes occurred initially in the larger towns of 

Melbourne and Geelong as fortune seekers left the shops, factories and all manner of 

places of employment. Contemporaneously, gold discoveries led to transient 

populations moving from district to district as the news of fabulous discoveries 

spread along the alluvial ore-bearing creek beds. A few strikes were richer than others 

and small settlements would form with some eventually becoming towns and 

ultimately cities. The names became famous – Ballarat and Bendigo were known 

throughout the world. Castlemaine, Maryborough, Stawell, and Ararat all became 

                                                             
18 Victoria, 1874 Year Book, p. 12. 

19 Victoria, 1874 Year Book, p. 15. 

20 The gold rush decade in Victoria 1851-1861 has an extensive historiography. A foundational reference is: 
Geoffrey Serle, The Golden Age: A History of the Colony of Victoria, 1851-1861. Reprinted with corrections 
(Carlton, Vic.: Melbourne University Press, 1968); the gold rush narrative is often a stand-alone chapter: 
Blainey, ‘A Golden Ant-hill’ in Our Side of the Country, chapter 3; Tony Dingle, ‘Diggers’ in Settling, The 
Victorians (McMahons Point, N.S.W.: Fairfax, Syme & Weldon Associates, 1984), chapter 3. The Victorian gold 
rushes, especially the Ballarat discoveries and subsequent events have been recently examined, refer Clare 
Wright, We are the rebels: the women and men who made Eureka (Melbourne, Vic: Text Publishing, 2016); 
David Headon and John Uhr (eds.), Eureka: Australia’s greatest story (Annandale, NSW: The Federation Press, 
2015). 

21 Butlin, Ginswick and Statham, ‘The economy before 1850’, p. 103. 
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synonymous with gold. These towns still exist today and became long-term locations 

for friendly societies. However, the impact of the gold rushes was not just felt in the 

major towns. Many small communities had temporary lives, as did the friendly 

societies within them. 

 

Gold discoveries witnessed thousands of prospectors swarming to a location, 

a name would be placed on a map but within a short period of time the settlement 

would be deserted for the next Eldorado. This movement of people and the temporary 

nature of many small settlements illustrates why many friendly societies were formed 

and closed within the short period of time. The names of these settlements passed 

into history although some took longer to fade away than others. For example, 

Walhalla now has an estimated population of less than 30,22 but in previous decades 

had been far greater (Table 1): 

23 

                                                     TABLE 1: POPULATION OF WALHALLA. 

 

These official numbers reflect permanent population statistics, but there would have 

been a transient cohort of prospectors during these decades. Some commentators 

estimated that the population peaked at over 4,500 in the years between 1885 and 

1895.24 Hidden up the Stringer’s Creek valley, the Walhalla deep-lead mines were in 

                                                             
22 Estimated by the writer after visit and discussions at the Walhalla Museum, January 2015. 

23 Monash University and University of Queensland, http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/walhalla, website, 
accessed 20 October 2016.  

24 Raymond Paull, Old Walhalla: Portrait of a Gold Town (Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 1967), p. 
59. 

 

Census date Population
1871 1484
1881 1614
1891 1771
1901 2061
1911 1549
1921 235
1933 124
1947 83
1961 54

http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/walhalla
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/walhalla
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/walhalla
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/walhalla
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/walhalla
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/walhalla
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/walhalla
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production until 1914. The town now features a clutch of weatherboard cottages and 

shops as the only reminders of its once great wealth.25 Walhalla had five friendly 

societies but today there are none, although one of the historic buildings rebuilt twice 

after fires and floods bears the name Oddfellows Hall.26 

At other locations around Victoria, there may be little evidence of the former 

presence of the gold discovery sites other than a lonely stand of old apple trees in a 

farmer’s paddock or old brick foundations hidden in eucalypt forests that have 

reclaimed their territory. Some smaller communities became well-known names. 

Dunolly, Heathcote, Omeo, Clunes, and Daylesford all became settlements on the gold 

maps of Victoria and have remained partially intact. Names such as Steiglitz and 

Strangways are now mere dots on a map. However, all these locations are 

documented in the names of friendly societies: 

 

• Dunolly Branch, Australian Natives Association. 

• Heathcote Branch, No 265 Hibernian Australasian Catholic 

Benefit Society. 

• Loyal Clunes Lodge, No 7 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society. 

• Pride of Daylesford Division, No 85 Ballaarat Grand Division of 

the Sons of Temperance. 

• Omeo Rose of Livingstone Tent, No 171 Independent Order of 

Rechabites. 

• Loyal Steiglitz Lodge, No 5193 Corio District Manchester Unity 

Independent Order of Oddfellows. 

• Loyal Newstead and Strangways Lodge, No 4951 Castlemaine 

District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows. 

 

If miners moving from place to place were the only source of membership, it 

would be unlikely that a friendly society would have been established. What 

                                                             
25 The town visited by the author in January 2015 and extensive referencing to friendly societies has been 
recorded by Gwynydd F. James and Charles Gordon Lee, Walhalla Heyday (Walhalla, Vic.: N and R Aquilina, 
2010), 1970. 

26Walhalla Chronicle and Moondarra Advertiser, 31 July 1914 - lists Independent Order of Oddfellows, Ancient 
Order of Foresters, Independent Order of Rechabites, Australian Natives Association and Independent Order 
of Oddfellows Manchester Unity. 
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promoted friendly societies to be established was also the presence of other 

occupations and tradesmen who travelled less spontaneously. These were the 

occupations that supported the needs of the mining communities and each other. 

Shopkeepers and tradesmen were part of this moving humanity. Butchers, carters, 

publicans and labourers featured in the membership lists along with all the other 

requisite occupations that supported the communities.  

At the same time as these rural settlements were focussed on mining activities, 

Melbourne, Geelong and Portland expanded as major ports of entry to Victoria. These 

were rapidly growing cities with community wealth and infrastructure being created 

as a by-product of the gold discoveries. The economic growth in Victoria provided 

employment opportunities that led to an increasing population. This increasing and 

employed population base stimulated the growth of friendly societies. Friendly 

society members needed an occupation to derive income to be able to afford 

contributions to their society. I argue that historians have previously understated the 

breadth of member occupations within friendly societies. My research reveals that friendly 

society members were spread through all strata of society and therefore their influence can 

be seen to pervade the whole community.  

 

Occupational Review 
 

The class of people for whom membership of a friendly society was a major 

consideration is not easily answered. The English parliament was in no doubt when 

at the prorogation of Parliament at Westminster in August 1855, the Queen’s Speech 

included reference to ‘the laws which regulate friendly societies will encourage habits 

of industry and thrift amongst the labouring classes of the community.’ 27  The 

reference to the labouring classes is a common theme in the historiography. This 

occupational review examines the veracity of this statement through the lens of 

members’ occupational activities. Initially, the notion that friendly societies were for 

the labouring classes is verifiable by early statistical analyses in Victoria. However, 

what this thesis highlights is that by the 1880s, there is an identifiable shift to 

                                                             
27 Bendigo Advertiser, 20 November 1855, p. 4. 
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professional occupations and all members of the community. This is not to say that 

labourers did not continue to seek membership but rather a new emerging cohort of 

members can be identified.  

The financial viability of friendly societies was a primary concern for all those 

associated with their administration. Concurrently, members sought security for the 

benefits potentially payable at some future date. Financial viability required many 

factors to be considered of which the risks associated with the underlying members’ 

occupations was a primary one.28 The applications for friendly society membership 

required that the members’ occupations be disclosed, and the information would be 

provided to the respective society’s central administration. Further, the Government 

Statist annual reports for 1873 and 1874 disclosed detailed occupational analyses 

based on the available annual returns from the friendly societies. 29 The conundrum 

is that the Office of the Government Statist, responsible for assessing the financial 

viability of friendly societies, did not acknowledge using such information. After 1877, 

the Government Statist was required to value every friendly society on a quinquennial 

basis, but his annual reports primarily focused on the age profiles, contribution rates 

and actuarial tables. 30  Although the 1906 actuarial report into friendly societies 

briefly considered the effect of hazardous occupations on friendly societies’ sickness 

statistics, occupational analyses were not a consideration in the valuation reports 

researched for this thesis up to 1920.31 

Although the Government Statist did not actively use the occupational analysis 

he had undertaken, such a statistical analysis of friendly societies has a significant 

                                                             
28 Other major factors included the age of members, the level of contributions, the investment earnings on 
funds, management and operational expenses, and membership numbers.  

29 The Government Statist’s report for 1873 laments that ‘there is now no penalty prescribed by the Statute 
in the case of the returns not being furnished’, see Statistics of Friendly Societies for the Year 1873, p. v. The 
1874 report noted a decrease in friendly society memberships but concluded that the cause was due to a 
failure to lodge returns rather than fewer numbers, see Statistics of Friendly Societies for the Year 1874, p. v. 
It was not until the passing of The Friendly Societies Act 1877 that penalties for non-lodgement of returns were 
implemented. 

30  The reports were variously titled: Statistics of Friendly Societies (1873-1879); Annual Report of the 
Proceedings of the Government Statist in connection with Friendly Societies (1879 (redone)-1894); Annual 
Report for Friendly Societies, Report of the Actuary for Friendly Societies (1896-1907); Annual Report for 
Friendly Societies, Report of the Government Statist (1908-1920). 

31 Annual Report for Friendly Societies, Report of the Actuary for Friendly Societies, 1906, p. xvii. 
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benefit for the historian. It provides answers to the questions – who joined a friendly 

society and what was their role in society? Complementing the friendly society 

occupational statistics, the Government Statist had also conducted a similar analysis 

of the whole population of Victoria when conducting the 1871 census. Although two 

to three years apart, additional questions can be considered when comparing the 

statistics of the census with those of the friendly societies. Importantly, the overall 

penetration of friendly society membership in the total population can be considered 

as well as a more detailed review of which occupations sought the coverage provided 

by the friendly societies.32 

In the 1871 census the Statist documented more distinct occupations than had 

been previously done. He expanded the list of occupations from 63 headings to 398 

headings, which, after subheadings, created a listing of 1,600 occupations. 33 Each 

occupation was allocated a number, called an order number, of which there were 

fifteen orders. These order numbers acted to summarise the census information 

(Table 2):  

 

                      TABLE 2: VICTORIAN 1871 CENSUS, OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES. 

                                                             
32 A state-by-state analysis comparing friendly society memberships to the total population for the years 
1892, 1913, 1930 and 1938 is documented in Green and Cromwell, Mutual Aid or Welfare State, Appendices 
5–9. Green and Cromwell did not consider occupational issues in detail. 

33 Victoria, Census of Victoria, 1871, General Report and Appendices, 1874, p. 21. 

1 Persons engaged in the general or local government, or the defence or protection of the country.

2 Persons engaged in the learned professions, or in literature, art, science (with their immediate subordinates).

3 Persons engaged in the domestic offices or duties of wives, mothers, mistresses of families, children, relatives.

4 Persons engaged in entertaining and performing personal offices for man.

5 Persons who buy and sell, keep or lend money, houses, or goods of various kinds.

6 Persons engaged in the conveyance of men, animals, goods, and messages.

7 Persons possessing, working, or cultivating land; raising or dealing in animals; or following pursuits subsidiary thereto.

8 Persons engaged in working and dealing in at and mechanical productions in which matters various kinds are employed in combination.

9 Persons working and dealing in textile fabrics, dress, and in fibrous materials.

10 Persons working and dealing in food and drinks.

11 Persons working and dealing in animals and vegetable substances.

12 Persons working and dealing in minerals.

13 Laborers and others (branch of labor undefined).

14 Persons of property and rank not returned under any office or occupation.

15 Persons supported by the community and of no specified occupation.
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Unfortunately for the historian, when compiling the 1873 and 1874 

occupational analyses in the friendly society annual reports, the Statist chose to 

categorise occupations in a different manner. He expanded the above number of 

orders from fifteen to twenty-three. Reclassifying the 1873 and 1874 occupational 

information using the order numbers shown in the 1871 census has enabled the 

following analysis to be completed (Table 3). This reclassification has been done to 

allow a direct comparison of the friendly society cohort with the population. This 

comparison has also been facilitated by the 1871 census dissecting the population by 

gender and age. Therefore, because the friendly society members in 1873 and 1874 

were males and all over the age of 16 years, the 1871 census information for males 

over the age of 20 years is available to make a reasonable comparison.  

In 1871 the largest occupational group in the population of males aged over 

20 years was those working and dealing in minerals (order 12), essentially miners. 

Such miners comprised 61,622 men or 28% of the males aged over 20 years. In the 

1873 and 1874 returns, an average 11,533 men or 24% of friendly society members 

were miners. Combining the two sources of information, 19% of the mining 

population of males aged over 20 years were members of a friendly society.  

   

         TABLE 3: COMPARISON OF POPULATION TO FRIENDLY SOCIETY MEMBERSHIPS, 1871-1874. 
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Perhaps the uncertainty of an income hindered miners from committing to a regular 

contribution to a friendly society despite the risks associated with the occupation. By 

comparison, those who worked in factories and manufacturing (order 8) would have 

had a more regular income stream and this would account for 49% of such male 

workers being members of a friendly society. Regularity of income would also account 

for the high level of the population who were friendly society members in the 

transport (order 6), textile industry (order 9) and food and drink industries (order 

10). The high level of labourers at 37% (order 13) is more difficult to generalise but 

may include labourers who could be classified in other occupational orders. 

 How should these statistics be interpreted? Overall, 48,946 or 23% of adult 

males belonged to friendly societies. The memberships held by these males also their 

covered families. Statisticians have traditionally applied a multiple of four times to 

estimate the population number covered by friendly society memberships.34 In the 

1871 Victorian census, the population is 731, 528 of which, using the above 

membership multiple, 195,784 persons or 27% were under the coverage of friendly 

societies. This is a significant number especially when considering that two of the 

major friendly societies, the Hibernians and the ANA were only founded in the 1871 

census year. Further, the 1870s were to be the growth decade for friendly societies.35  

It is not until the appointment in 1907 of David Barry, the Acting Actuary for 

Friendly Societies, that occupational considerations are detailed in the annual 

report.36 Specifically, Barry addressed the occupational experience of the Manchester 

Unity in England wherein he concluded that ‘sickness claims are influenced to a 

greater extent by occupation than by geographical situation or populousness of the 

place where a branch of the Society is established.’37 Barry highlighted that in the 

English report sickness due to mining occupations were substantially higher than 

                                                             
34 Commonwealth of Australia, Year Book 1901-1913, (Melbourne: Commonwealth Bureau of Census and 
Statistics, 1914), p. 761. 

35 Refer Appendix C that shows the number of friendly society registrations by decade and the 1870s are the 
major growth period. 

36 Annual Report for Friendly Societies, Report of the Actuary for Friendly Societies, 1906. 

37 Annual Report for Friendly Societies, Report of the Actuary for Friendly Societies, 1906, p. xvii. 

 



71 

 

other occupations. 38  This conclusion caused him to compare Victorian mining 

districts with non-mining districts. Typical of his findings was the experience of the 

Rechabites. Assuming a score of 100 to be the Expected according to the Standard 

Table, the Rechabites scores were: 

 

• Hamilton (grazing and farming district)   68 

• Drouin (dairy and farming district)    81 

• Bendigo (mining)      129 

• Ballarat (mining)      147 

• Maldon (mining)      179 

• California Gully (mining)     217 

Two Melbourne suburban societies scored the following: 

• German Sick and Relief Society    28 

• Melbourne Tramway Benefit Society    209 39 

 

Barry does not delve further other than to opine that ‘the occupations of tramway 

employees may be regarded as hazardous.’40 

Another aspect of the occupational study is the occupations of friendly society 

members within specific communities. The importance of more closely studying 

identifiable locations is that it provides a snapshot of the industry and significant 

economic activities in those towns and rural districts. Further, it demonstrates how 

                                                             

38 Barry was never appointed to the position of Government Actuary because he had never qualified under 
the English examination, see Age, 29 July 1908, p. 6. Friendly society legislation required a fully qualified 
actuary and despite support from his friends, the position was given to Alexander Millar Laughton who went 
on to write Victorian Friendly Societies' Experience, 1903-1907: Methods Employed in Investigation of 
Experience, Rates of Sickness, Mortality and Secession and Monetary Tables Based on Experience (Melbourne: 
Victorian Government Printer, 1912). 

39 Annual Report for Friendly Societies, Report of the Actuary for Friendly Societies, 1906, p. xviii. 

40 Annual Report for Friendly Societies, Report of the Actuary for Friendly Societies, 1906, p. xix. 
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friendly societies were deeply entrenched in the social fabric of individual 

communities. The realisation of this entrenchment supports one of the central 

arguments of this thesis — that friendly societies through their members were 

centrally placed to influence the development of civil society in the state by their 

spread though all sectors of occupational activity.  

Nancy Renfree researched the Italian community in Daylesford / Hepburn 

Springs goldfields and analysed Manchester Unity members and their occupations in 

the period 1860-1880 (Table 4): 

 

41 

      TABLE 4: DAYLESFORD MUIOOF MEMBER OCCUPATIONS. 

 

Renfree’s thesis focussed on the Italian community that had settled in the gold-mining 

district around Daylesford. It is not surprising to see most members have mining as 

an occupation. For my thesis, the importance of Renfree’s analysis is that the 

occupations are diverse, and members may have been self-employed businessmen 

rather than the trope of labourers and tradesmen. The occupational categories of 

                                                             
41 Nancy Renfree, ‘Friendly societies: An unexpected source of history on Italian-speaking pioneers’ in Italian 
Historical Society Journal, 9, 2 (2001): 23-25. 

Baker 5
Barber 1
Butcher 2
Carter 2
Clerk 1
Dairyman 2
Farmer 4
Gardener 2
General dealer 1
Hotel keeper 1
Miner 38
Shoemaker 1
Surgeon 1
Tradesman 1
Winegrower 1
Wine merchant 1
Woodcarter 1
Woodcutter 1
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surgeon (who may have been the lodge doctor), farmers, wine grower, and wine 

merchant suggest more stable and better-remunerated occupations. 

My research investigated the occupations using membership records available 

for eight friendly society branches. Two branches were in mining districts (Bendigo 

and Walhalla), two branches in a seaside town (Queenscliff), one branch in a regional 

town (Geelong), one branch in a rural village (Learmonth), and two branches in what 

was then middle to outer suburban Melbourne (Brighton and Mordialloc). The data 

used in the analysis was taken from the admission to membership records of available 

individual branches.  

Towns and rural communities are dynamic and subject to fluctuations in 

population numbers through the growth or demise of the underlying factors that 

caused them to be founded.42 In Victoria, this is best exemplified by the growth and 

eventual decline in the population of the many mining communities after the alluvial 

deposits were worked out or the deep lead mines became uneconomic. Therefore, the 

dates of the membership records for the eight branches in this analysis become 

important.43 What was happening in these locations when the membership statistics 

were created? In the period 1895-1904, the gold mining towns of Bendigo and 

Walhalla were operating deep lead mines that had commenced after alluvial deposits 

had been depleted. From 1876-1904, Queenscliff had been a fishing community for 

many years on Port Phillip Bay. At the time of this membership analysis it housed a 

major military base as part of Victoria’s defences against foreign powers. By the 

period 1895-1920,  

                                                             
42  The joint venture between Monash University and University of Queensland, 
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au provides extensive access to statistics and narrative on the growth and 
decline of most villages, towns and cities in Victoria. A framework for studying individual locations will be 
assisted by using Victoria’s Framework of Historical Themes, 
https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/61465/Victoria_Framework_Historical_The
mes_themes.pdf, online, accessed 15 March 2019.  

43 Bendigo and Walhalla information sourced for the years 1895-1904 from the membership records of the 
ANA, Australian Unity Archive, Melbourne; Queenscliff sourced for the years 1895-1904 from the ANA 
Australian Unity Archive, Melbourne and minute book extracts, AOF Court Queenscliff, 1876-1887, 
Queenscliff Heritage Museum; Geelong sourced from IOOF membership records for the years 1895-1920, 
Geelong Heritage Centre, reference 64/3; Learmonth sourced from the 1864 annual return of the MUIOOF 
Loyal Learmonth lodge, NBAC File Z190, Box 53; Mordialloc sourced from the MUIOOF Registration Book 
1915-1920, Loyal Mordialloc lodge, NBAC File Z192, Label 4; Brighton sourced from the MUIOOF Registration 
Book 1874-1906, Loyal Prince Alfred lodge, NBAC File Z262. 

http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/walhalla
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/walhalla
https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/61465/Victoria_Framework_Historical_Themes_themes.pdf
https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/61465/Victoria_Framework_Historical_Themes_themes.pdf
https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/61465/Victoria_Framework_Historical_Themes_themes.pdf
https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/61465/Victoria_Framework_Historical_Themes_themes.pdf
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Geelong had become the second largest town in Victoria with shipping, rail 

and road networks giving it access to much of the state as well as interstate and 

overseas import and export business. Although surrounded by rural districts, its size 

encouraged the development of urban communities and manufacturing and service 

industries of significance. In 1864, Learmonth was in a rural district with a small 

village community at its heart. Between 1874 to 1920 Brighton and Mordialloc were 

middle to outer suburbs of Melbourne and featured market gardens, small dairy farms 

and other semi-rural activities. Brighton, being closer to Melbourne, had also 

developed as a location for many large estates of wealthy city merchants and 

businessmen.  

It is possible to characterise the nature of these communities by also scanning 

for the unusual occupations. Queenscliff, home of a major lighthouse protecting the 

Rip at the entrance of Port Phillip Bay, enrolled a lighthouse keeper. A boat builder 

also joined in the same period. Mordialloc, the home of many horse trainers and the 

Epsom racetrack, enrolled two jockeys/horse trainers. The Mordialloc information 

covers a period in the second decade of the twentieth century when motor vehicles 

appeared – one new member gave his occupation as a car cleaner. The railways of 

Geelong employed IOOF Geelong members. 

 

 

        TABLE 5: OCCUPATIONAL ANALYSIS OF EIGHT FRIENDLY SOCIETY BRANCHES. 

Major occupations Number Per
cent

Baker 31 2.3
Battery hand 15 1.1
Blacksmith 33 2.4
Bootmaker 11 0.8
Butcher 47 3.4
Carpenter 38 2.8
Carter/carrier 55 4.0
Clerk/ civil servant 41 3.0
Draper 13 0.9
Engine driver 20 1.5
Farmer/dairy farmer 29 2.1
Fireman 12 0.9
Fisherman 42 3.1
Gardener 23 1.7
Grocer 43 3.1
Groom/stable hand 17 1.2
Labourer 115 8.4
Miner/striker 238 17.3
Painter/coach painter 16 1.2
Printer/compositor 15 1.1
Railway employee 28 2.0
Salesperson/traveller 20 1.5
Storekeeper/shop assistant 9 0.7
Soldier 150 10.9
Teacher 11 0.8
Others 301 21.9

1,373             100.0
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In total 1,373 individuals were listed (Table 5), and their occupations collated. The 

membership records disclosed 130 different occupations although overall 37% of the 

members belonged to three categories - labourers 8%, miners 17% and soldiers 11%. 

The selection of such small number of branches (eight out of over 2,700 during the 

period 1839 to 1920) skews this broad analysis but a comparison with the previous 

analysis of the 1870s is useful in respect of labourers and miners. In both instances, 

the percentage of members in these occupations has reduced—miners reduced from 

24% of members to 17% and labourers reduced from 13% to 8%. Additionally, there 

is an emerging change in the occupational mix. 

Importantly, within the above analyses, there are friendly society members 

who are businessmen, self-employed wealthier individuals, and professional 

occupations (farmers, storekeepers, and teachers). This observation gives rise to my 

hypothesis that to categorise labourers and tradesmen as making up the membership 

of friendly societies is to significantly misunderstand the place of friendly societies in 

the community.  

A test for this hypothesis has been to collate biographical information from 

gazetteer-type texts published in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

Alexander Sutherland wrote Victoria and Its Metropolis in 1888 and James Smith 

published Cyclopedia of Victoria over three years to 1905.44 The process of reviewing 

these texts sought to collate the occupational activities undertaken by friendly society 

members documented by the authors. Both texts describe major Victorian towns and 

cities as well as providing biographical snapshots of the prominent citizens in each 

location. Given the importance of friendly societies at that time, Sutherland and Smith 

referenced friendly society memberships. It is not possible to determine if the 

individuals sought the information publicly known or if Smith actively requested the 

information. Either way, the result is the same. We can discern that that such 

information relates to leading citizens in the communities. 

Sutherland identified ninety-one members of friendly societies with forty-

three different occupations. There were nine different societies being all the larger 

                                                             
44Smith, The Cyclopedia of Victoria; Sutherland, Victoria and Its Metropolis.  
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affiliated societies. My analysis showed that forty-eight or 53% of these members 

could be listed within ten occupations (Table 6): 

 

                                   TABLE 6: OCCUPATIONAL ANALYSIS, VICTORIA AND ITS METROPOLIS. 

 

Given the nature of Sutherland’s publication, it is valid to say these occupational 

descriptions feature businessmen and self-employed people rather than the 

labourers and tradesmen.  

A similar review of Smith’s three volumes noted seventy-seven occupations of 

friendly society members ranging from accountants to windmill manufacturers. 

Smith documented 302 members of friendly societies of which 50% were in ten major 

occupations (Table 7):  

 Alexander Sutherland, 10 major occupations

Blacksmith wheelwright 3
Bootmaker 3
Builder 4
Businessman 3
Butcher 5
Farmer 8
Politician 7
Public servant 4
Shoe retailer 5
Storekeeper 6

No. of members 48
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TABLE 7: OCCUPATIONAL ANALYSIS, CYCLOPEDIA OF VICTORIA. 

     

Even with the lack of standardised occupational descriptions, it is apparent that 

professionals and ‘whiter’ collared occupations are revealed as seeking membership 

of friendly societies. Again, the nature of the publication suggests that these were 

occupations of businessmen and civic decision makers. Interestingly, some of the 

occupations differ from the Sutherland analysis. The methodology of each author is 

unknown as are the reasons for the variations. However, the common factor between 

does remain as being information relating to prominent community members. Of 

course, some of the occupations can be seen to have an economic rationale to them. A 

doctor seeking the contract to service a local friendly society could only be 

advantaged by being close to a lodge – Smith notes Dr Percy Fethers in Castlemaine 

as belonging to the Manchester Unity, Hibernians and the Rechabites and Dr James 

Cowen as the lodge doctor to the Druids, Rechabites and the ANA.45 

The analyses derived from the Smith and Sutherland biographical information 

relate solely to Victoria. The question then arises – is the wider spread of occupational 

activities merely a Victorian phenomenon or is it a feature of friendly societies 

throughout Australia? Although the question is arguably beyond the remit of this 

                                                             
45 Smith, The Cyclopedia of Victoria, Vol. 3, p. 408. 

   James Smith, 10 major occupations
Baker 11
Butcher 11
Estate agent 18
Grazier 10
General merchant 36
Medical Practitioner 15
Mine Manager 13
Newspaper proprietor 13
Publican 13
Stock and Station agent 11

No. of members 151
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thesis, confirmation of the occupational spread on a nation-wide basis would give 

validity to the initial conclusions for Victoria. The primary source of Australian 

biographical information is the Australian Dictionary of Biography. Associated with 

the ADB are several other biographical datasets—Obituaries Australia, Indigenous 

Australia, Women Australia, and Labour Australia. All the datasets, including the ADB 

are consolidated into a single dataset named People Australia. When utilising these 

resources, it was noted that friendly society memberships were only found in the ADB 

and Obituaries Australia datasets. The dearth of female members and the apparent 

exclusion of Indigenous Australians from friendly societies are discussed in this thesis 

and the lack of references would be expected.  

Like the Smith and Sutherland texts, the ADB biographies feature members of 

the community and provide ‘descriptions of the lives of significant and representative 

persons in Australian history.’46 The criteria for inclusion in Obituaries Australia are 

not as precise but provide ‘obituaries relevant to the history of Australia.’47 It is a safe 

assumption that individuals, for whom obituaries have been prepared, as against a 

death notice, will be more prominent members of their community. Therefore, the 

cohort referenced in People Australia are like those found in the Sutherland and Smith 

analyses. The results of national analysis follow the same trend of the Smith and 

Sutherland biographies – professional people were members of friendly societies 

(Table 8). 

 

                                                             
46  National Centre of Biography, Australian Dictionary of Biography, http://adb.anu.edu.au/, website, 
accessed 24 July 2018. 

47 National Centre of Biography, Obituaries Australia, http://oa.anu.edu.au/, website, accessed 24 July 2018. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/
http://adb.anu.edu.au/
http://adb.anu.edu.au/
http://oa.anu.edu.au/
http://oa.anu.edu.au/
http://oa.anu.edu.au/


79 

 

 

    TABLE 8: OCCUPATIONAL ANALYSIS, PEOPLE AUSTRALIA. 

          

Within People Australia and out of a sample of 162 individuals listed with 

friendly society memberships, in 57 different occupations, 59% were in the above ten 

occupations. They are generally professional occupations or self-employed business 

owners. These are types of occupations identified in the Smith and Sutherland 

analyses. Therefore, the conclusions developed from the Smith and Sutherland 

analyses can be applied on a national basis – membership of friendly societies 

penetrated more of the community than previously stated by scholars. Importantly, 

the hypothesis developed from the Victorian analyses achieves greater credibility 

given the support of the national analysis. 

Coming out of the People Australia review was an additional feature not 

identified in the Victorian study. It relates to politicians and Federation, a subject that 

emerges in the story of the ANA. There are many politicians in People Australia 

identified with friendly society memberships. As would be expected, some politicians 

are identified with other occupations as lawyers, journalists, and businessmen. They 

are listed as having two occupations. For example, Alfred Deakin is listed as a 

journalist and politician and Sir Isaac Isaacs was a lawyer and politician. If these 

second occupations are deleted, forty-nine or 30% of the all members of friendly 

societies listed in People Australia were politicians at some stage in their lives. In 

respect of these politicians, their membership allegiances also reveal that 
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membership of the federation-orientated Australian Natives Association was 

significant (Table 9).  

     

 

            TABLE 9: POLITICIANS AND FRIENDLY SOCIETY MEMBERSHIPS. 

 

A study of the birth dates of the forty-nine politicians reveals that thirty-seven were 

alive and of adult age in 1901, the year of Federation. This highlights the influence of 

the ANA to the Federation movement. Another feature of these statistics is the relative 

strength of the temperance-orientated Rechabites whose influence will be seen later 

in this thesis during wartime with dry canteens for soldiers, and agitation for the early 

closing of hotels. 

Further evidence of the extent to which all professions and trades should be 

included in the roll call of friendly society memberships is also available from the 

proceedings of 1902 Intercolonial Medical Congress of Australasia held in Hobart. At 

that time, the medical profession was not united from a membership perspective with 

Victoria having two professional bodies that competed for memberships.48 This lack 

of unity caused great concern for many doctors especially in respect of their 

                                                             
48  Intercolonial Medical Congress of Australasia, Transactions of the Sixth Session (Hobart, Tasmania: 
Tasmanian Government Printer, 1903), p. xxxvi. 

                       People Australia , politicians' friendly society memberships

Politicians Politicians alive
in 1901

Ancient Order of Foresters 5  4
Australian Natives Association 15 15
Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society 4 2
Independent Order of Rechabites 11 8
Manchester Unity 5 2
Sons of Temperance 3 1
United Ancient Order of Druids 2 2
Others 4 3

49 37
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relationship with friendly societies. A primary focus of the concern at the congress 

was the attitude of the Australian Natives Association when reducing fees payable to 

doctors contracted to the friendly society. Dr Ralph Worrall received applause when 

he noted that ‘legitimate friendly societies were formed by men mainly of industrial 

classes … (whereas the ANA existed) for the purpose of taking into its ranks men of 

all classes and persuasions.’49 Dr Hinchcliffe of Bendigo, a former president of the 

Medical Society of Victoria, was unequivocal in reference to all friendly societies – 

‘Bankers, lawyers, parsons, mine managers, belonged to lodges.’50 

The significance of analysing occupational information is that the position 

taken in scholarly texts should be reassessed in respect of Victoria. Friendly societies 

were not just for the likes of labourers, bricklayers, and railwaymen. Friendly 

societies in Victoria were for all professions, trades and occupations. Friendly 

societies were of such importance for significant persons and those relevant to 

Australian history that their biographical memorials highlight membership of these 

societies. It is some irony that the everyday labourers, bricklayers and railwaymen, 

for whom scholarly tradition linked so strongly to friendly societies, are unlikely to 

ever be recorded in People Australia. 

 

Clearances  
 

A remarkable feature of the nineteenth century was the growth of English affiliated 

orders, especially the Manchester Unity and the Foresters.51 Affiliated orders were 

those orders whose lodges were governed by an overriding set of rules and 

regulations determined by a central authority. This growth in affiliated orders 

coincided with the movement of men and families from rural and village settings 

seeking work opportunities in the growing cities that emerged during the industrial 

revolution. A similar movement of workers occurred in Victoria. Not only would 

fellowship and community be found when attending a lodge in a new town, the 

benefits of friendly society membership could be continued. Additionally, movement 

                                                             
49 Intercolonial Medical Congress of Australasia, Transactions of the Sixth Session, p. xxxvi. 

50 Intercolonial Medical Congress of Australasia, Transactions of the Sixth Session, p. xxxviii. 

51 Gosden, The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875, p. 220. 
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by men seeking work in new locations may have required travelling from location to 

location for an extended period. There were travellers who were required to move 

from city to city selling goods or representing their employers. Members of friendly 

societies travelling for occupational purposes would obtain a travelling licence 

(Figure 4). 

 

 52 

      FIGURE 4: NINETEENTH-CENTURY ENGLISH FORESTERS’ TRAVELLING LICENCE. 

 

The member moving permanently would obtain a clearance certificate. This use of 

clearance certificates allowed the transfer of memberships from one lodge to another. 

The use of clearances was also applied internationally for the emigrants travelling to 

Australia.53 In Victoria, the availability of the clearance system provided security for 

the travelling gold miners, tradesmen and workers as they relocated with the gold 

discoveries occurring around the colony. The opening of the pastoral districts and the 

                                                             
52 Manchester Peoples’ History Museum collection, not catalogued, author’s photo. 

53 Green and Cromwell, Mutual Aid or Welfare State, p. 44. 
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towns spawned from the overall spread of the new settlers in the 1860s and 1870s 

also benefited from the clearance system.  

For example, the ANA Queenscliff branch was opened in 1895. Analysis of the 

membership records held in the Australian Unity archives highlights that, during the 

next eight years the branch received ten members from as far afield as Murtoa and 

Castlemaine as well as members from the nearby Corio branch. These new members 

transferred using the clearance system. Over the same period in the gold mining town 

of Walhalla, the ANA branch received sixteen new members by clearance with many 

of them transferring from ANA branches in other gold field regions. 54 

Despite the clearance system having a history of usage, evidence before the 

1875 Victorian Royal Commission into friendly societies was not encouraging for 

members.55 The benefits obtained from using the clearance system were not uniform 

with different friendly societies and even affiliated lodges applying varying criteria 

before benefits may be available. The High Chief Ranger of the Victoria High Court of 

Foresters, Bro. H. Bannister gave evidence to the Commissioners that under the AOF 

High Court laws there was a fixed clearance fee payable to the new lodge of 2/6 and 

the on-going contributions ‘the same as the man paid before’. He may have been a 

member at another Court for many years. However, if he sought a clearance to the 

Melbourne district, the member would be asked to pay a substantially higher 

contribution rate relating to his existing age.56 No further explanation was given for 

this variation from the High Court laws.  

In a further one-sided procedure, contributions paid at one lodge were often 

not forwarded to the member’s new lodge. With the movement of workers around 

Victoria, some lodges could be better off if members left for other locations. Although 

a Manchester Unity lodge could make a claim back on the member’s previous lodge 

for a period of the first twelve months after the transfer, lodges would have been 

delighted to provide clearance certificates to travelling members. George Lance, 

                                                             
54 Australian Natives Association, Victorian branch returns, 1879-1912, digitised copies held at the Australian 
Unity Archive, South Melbourne. 

55 Commission Report. 

56 Commission Report, p. 240. 
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Secretary of the Warrnambool district of Manchester Unity, agreed with the Royal 

Commissioners that the greater number that left the district, ‘the better off you are as 

a district.’ 57  Robert Cunningham, secretary of the Ovens and Murray District of 

Manchester Unity (Beechworth) advised the Royal Commission that medical evidence 

of good health was required before a clearance was accepted. When questioned 

hypothetically about a clearance applicant being fifty years old, he opined ‘I should be 

very chary to receive him over 50 years, because we are only guaranteed for the 

twelve months, and he would be almost certain to be a burden to us.’ 58 If such a 

clearance were refused, as he stated could happen, the previous lodge would have 

been guaranteed to be better off because the sick fund would never be called upon. 

The receiving lodge had other reasons to be chary of taking in members with 

clearances. Apart from receiving a 2/6 fee for accepting the clearance, and after a 

three to six-month period for which the previous lodge continued to hold the liability 

for sickness payments, the new lodge may have taken on the liability without having 

received any significant contributions. Friendly societies in the gold mining districts 

of Victoria took additional risks when accepting clearances for members. Mining 

activities were inherently more dangerous and the risk of having to make sick 

payments was greatly enhanced. Peter Thomas, a past grand master of the 

Manchester Unity gave evidence to the Royal Commission: 

 

I think as to the inferior position financially of goldfield 

lodges (and you will have observed all our mining lodges are 

poorer than the town lodges, you will find that the almost 

invariable rule, and no doubt the greater risks of their 

members and the greater liability to sickness have 

something to do with it), no small part of it has taken place 

from the large number of members joining in towns and 

cities and going into the mining districts.59 

                                                             
57 Commission Report, p. 256. 

58 Commission Report, p. 263. 

59 Commission Report, p. 239. 
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It is also apparent that the position of some members could become perilous if the 

clearance system was abused. Closing a lodge could cause such an abuse. Giving 

evidence to the Royal Commission, Bro. Robert Wrexford, acting permanent secretary 

of the Foresters noted that some Courts in the Ballarat district decided to advise the 

Registrar of Friendly Societies of their intention to close after paying up their 

membership arrears. Further, they advised of their intention to divide the sick funds 

between themselves in the form of clearances. Wrexford’s evidence further stated 

that: 

 

All but one of the members had drawn their clearances and 

thrown them into other courts; the member (who had not 

drawn his clearance) unfortunately was a man receiving sick 

pay, and he could not draw his clearance, nor could he be 

received by any other court.60 

 

What had apparently happened in this instance was that the Court was left with 

insufficient funds after the ‘healthy’ members departed with their clearances in the 

form of their paid-up funds. Such was the laxity of enforcing the rules in some friendly 

societies that it became literally survival of the fittest. Don’t be the last man standing 

or ill in bed.  

Complicating the matter further, international clearance certificates were not 

always being acknowledged. Bro. James Hayes of the Gardeners, a society at that time 

only located in Victoria, gave evidence that they had decided to separate from the 

English order despite retaining the same name. Consequently, Victoria would not 

accept clearance certificates from the English order.61 It was this type of behaviour 

that caused consternation at the workings of some friendly societies. However, the 

                                                             
60 Commission Report, p. 163. 

61 Commission Report, p. 157. 
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process was so entrenched the Royal Commissioners could not come up with an 

effective recommendation. Apart from noting that ‘if in the future a great influx of 

immigration were to take place, the results might become disastrous in their effects 

upon the society (Manchester Unity) …we are unable to recommend that in the 

proposed new Act, the present system of clearances should be interfered with.’62 

 

Democracy and Mateship  
 

Mateship may be a loosely defined expression but given the importance of social 

connectivity encouraged by the requirement of lodges to meet fortnightly, it is an 

important concept.63 Green and Cromwell referenced Richard White’s example of the 

Australian surf lifesaving movement as being one of humanitarian mateship. 64 

Humanitarian mateship embodies: 

 

 the practice of goodwill, aiding one’s neighbour, working in 

partnership and extending a helping hand all contribute to 

building a more democratic and harmonious world environment 

where human rights are respected. Helping in times of need and 

creating a better world for each other.65  

 

The friendly societies’ principles of mutual self-help are reflected in these words and 

lead to my assertion that the term humanitarian mateship can be appropriately 

applied to friendly societies. This is not just a reference to goodwill, aiding one’s 

neighbour and working in partnership but, importantly, to two other components 

imbued in the humanitarian mateship concept. First, there is the contribution of 

                                                             
62 Commission Report, p. xv. 

63 Australian mateship is examined by Nick Dyrenfurth, Mateship: A Very Australian History (Melbourne: 
Scribe Publications, 2015). 
64 Green and Cromwell. Mutual Aid or Welfare State, p. xiv. 

65  Patricia Jenkings, ‘Women & the United Nations’ in Evatt Journal, 11, 1 (2012): 
http://evatt.org.au/papers/women-united-nations.html, online, accessed 27 October 2016. 

http://evatt.org.au/papers/women-united-nations.html
http://evatt.org.au/papers/women-united-nations.html
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friendly societies to democratic processes. Participation in a democratic process is an 

important element of community membership, no less so than in friendly societies. 

Attendance at meetings was monitored, indeed enforced through the imposition of 

fines and other penalties. Attendance at regular these meetings would have allowed 

the free flow of ideas and initiatives from which, society in general, and friendly 

societies, benefited.  

These friendly societies and their lodge meetings were the social media 

channels of their day. Some of the political and social development in the nineteenth 

and twentieth centuries would have originated from individuals learning democratic 

processes through friendly society activities. The General Laws of Manchester Unity 

required that all positions of responsibility within a branch be vacated every six 

months with the names of the branch positions being: The Noble Grand (NG), Vice 

Grand (VG), Grand Master (GM), Secretary, Warden, Right and Left Supporters of the 

NG and VG, Conductors, Inside and Outside Guardians, and Treasurer. Trustees were 

also required who would act as the ‘names’ responsible for the investment of funds 

and the incurring of liabilities of the branch. All members were expected to make 

themselves available to fill vacant branch positions for which their fellow members 

believed they were competent. These men, through their actions, facilitated the 

creation of a democratic tradition thereby contributing to the development of social 

capital in their locality. Although the democratic processes operating in friendly 

societies arrived with immigrants to Victoria, the cry for democracy had found a 

louder voice at Eureka Stockade in 1854. Further, the 1856 adoption of a secret ballot 

for the election of the Upper and Lower Houses of the new Victorian Parliament was 

a world first that was followed, in 1857, with the adoption of universal manhood 

suffrage for the Legislative Assembly. Friendly societies were emerging in these 

democratically formative years of nineteenth-century Victoria.  

Alex McDermott highlighted democracy as a feature of friendly societies in his 

research on the ANA friendly society. McDermott articulated that: 

the most developed form of direct democracy was found in 

friendly societies…workers, clerks, miners, businessmen, 

farmers and railway navvies all learnt how to participate in 

democratic debate, run meetings, take advice, give rulings, and 

perform a multitude of roles. For Australia, the bold experiment 
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of founding democratic society would be midwifed by friendly 

societies.66 

Others have explored the symbiotic relationship of democracy in friendly societies 

with the development of politicians and those holding public office. James Curnow, a 

prominent businessman in Bendigo, held numerous municipal positions including 

five times Mayor of Bendigo. He, with Sir John Quick, founded the first Federation 

League branch in 1893. Kevin Peoples attributed the ANA as providing ‘the grounding 

for Curnow’s public life.’ 67  Alan Gregory was even more specific when ascribing 

importance to the ANAs role in the development of politicians. In his ADB biographical 

entry for Sir James Peacock, a member of the ANA, Gregory opined that ‘the ANA was 

a training ground for aspiring politicians.’68 

Within Australia, the zenith of nineteenth-century democracy occurred during 

the period of debate prior to the federation of the Australian states. A primary driver 

of the debates was the Australian Natives Association friendly society. The social 

capital evinced through the rise of the ANA, its activities as a friendly society and as 

an embryonic movement seeking a federation of states, had its roots in the actions of 

Australian-born white males. These men took on the practice of nativism whereby 

they sought to protect the interests of native-born Australians against those of 

immigrants. This concept of nativism established its roots when men and women 

born in the Australian colonies asserted their moral right to have a unique standing 

in the community. In 1873, Sir James Martin, former Premier of New South Wales and 

soon to be Chief Justice of the New South Wales Supreme Court had eulogized the late 

William Charles Wentworth as ‘the greatest of Australia’s sons’ otherwise known as 

‘The Great Native’. 69  The white males’ appropriation of the word native was a 

                                                             
66 Alex McDermott, Of No Personal Influence (South Melbourne: Australian Unity, 2015), p. 30. 

67 Kevin Peoples, 'Curnow, James Henry (1861–1932)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of 
Biography, Australian National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/curnow-james-henry-
5850/text9945, published first in hardcopy 1981, accessed online 23 June 2018. 

68 Alan Gregory, 'Peacock, Sir Alexander James (1861–1933)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National 
Centre of Biography, Australian National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/peacock-sir-
alexander-james-7994/text13927, published first in hardcopy 1988, accessed online 23 June 2018. 

69 Ken S. Inglis, Australian Colonists: An Exploration of Social History 1788-1870 (Carlton, Vic.: Melbourne 
University Press, 1993), p. 295. 

 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/curnow-james-henry-5850/text9945
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/curnow-james-henry-5850/text9945
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/curnow-james-henry-5850/text9945
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/curnow-james-henry-5850/text9945
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/peacock-sir-alexander-james-7994/text13927
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/peacock-sir-alexander-james-7994/text13927
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/peacock-sir-alexander-james-7994/text13927
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/peacock-sir-alexander-james-7994/text13927
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powerful evocation of their Australian born status, a point of differentiation that did 

not carry the taint and stain of a convict past despite one’s parentage. Nativism was 

synonymous with patriotism and had blossomed in Sydney when Wentworth and his 

fellow cornstalks in the Australian Patriotic Association. This association operated 

from 1835 to 1842 and was revived twenty-six years later in 1868, the year of the 

visit to the Colony by Prince Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh.  

The Australian Patriotic Association, although credited as Australia’s first 

political party, again passed into history.70 It was not until 1871 that the spirit of the 

native-born was rekindled with an advertisement inserted in the Melbourne Argus 

newspaper on Saturday 22 April: 

 

MELBOURNE NATIVES desirous of forming a society for the 

promotion and protection of their interests are requested to 

ATTEND a MEETING Monday evening, 8 o’clock, at Grinwood’s 

Hotel, Elizabeth street.71 

 

The friendly society movement was to become imbued with nativism through the rise 

of these Melbourne Natives. The sponsor natives of the Melbourne meeting, Samuel 

Lyons, W. Leahy and twelve other men, subsequently sought the views of a Mr. Sinclair 

who was present to explain the objectives and workings of the Australian Patriotic 

Association functioning in Sydney. The meeting declined to form a society similar to 

the one in Sydney and instead resolved: ‘that it is desirable the gentlemen present 

should form themselves into a Friendly and Benefit Society to be provisionally 

registered in accordance with the Friendly Society Act and to be “styled” the Victorian 

Natives’ Friendly Society.’72 The second object of this new society, ‘to promote the 

moral, social and intellectual improvement of its members’ was described by Brian 

                                                             
70  Australian Electoral Commission 
http://www.aec.gov.au/elections/australian_electoral_history/reform.htm, website, accessed 21 April 2014. 

71 Argus, 22 April 1871. 

72  John E. Menadue. A Centenary History of the Australian Natives' Association 1871-1971. (Melbourne: 
Horticultural Press, 1971), p. 9. 

 

http://www.aec.gov.au/elections/australian_electoral_history/reform.htm
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Fitzpatrick as being ‘admirably typical of the 19th century when Samuel Smiles’ 

moralizing book Self-Help was more influential than Charles Darwin’s Origin of Species 

published in the same year.’73 

 Twelve months later, at the 25 April 1872 meeting, having noted that ‘natives 

of the Australian colonies be admissible as Benefit members of the Association’, a 

resolution was passed to replace the word ‘Victorian’ with ‘Australian’ thereby 

allowing the association to raise its profile to a national level. Ultimately, the profile 

became of such significance that the term ANA and the Australian Natives’ Association 

became synonymous with the Federation movement and other nationalistic 

movements in the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. This was powerful 

mateship and valuable social capital that became a formative element of nineteenth-

century civil society in Victoria.  

 

                                                             
73 Brian Fitzpatrick, Australian Natives' Association, 1871-1961: A History of A.N.A. Since Founded 90 Years Ago 
(Melbourne: Australian Natives' Association, 1961), p. 6. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

Inside a Friendly Society 
 

This chapter examines the workings and membership of friendly societies. The 

examination encompasses the activities of the larger well-known affiliated societies 

as well as smaller individual societies. This study of the operations of a friendly 

society benefits from a review of the common features of most societies, their nature 

and attitudes, the translocation of the English friendly societies’ practices, and the 

features that made membership an aspirational objective for many citizens. Further, 

the chapter investigates the waves of British immigrants who were to become the 

members of the friendly societies. Their knowledge of friendly societies was full of 

symbolism, practices and rituals. They brought with them the rulebooks that were 

used to establish everything from the local town friendly society through to the 

national organisations of the largest societies. Each of these levels operated in well-

known ways because their English heritage was familiar to members.  

This review of the societies will also describe how the branches were created, 

where the meetings were held and the bureaucracy of individual branches as well as 

the head offices. It will review the background for the rules and regulations drafted 

for each friendly society. These rules set out procedures, positions of authority, and 

tenets of morality and codes of conduct. With some activities having been called into 

question by the authorities and the wider community, friendly societies were, 

nevertheless, a prominent feature of most rural and urban communities in Victoria. 

Within the body of this thesis, reference has been made to the names Manchester 

Unity, the Foresters and many other societies. What these references hide is the story 

behind the names. Although the various societies had a common theme of mutuality 

and self-help, they were all different in many respects. It is these differences that this 

chapter will also explore. In exploring the characteristics and idiosyncrasies of the 

various societies, an important question will be considered – what were the 

characteristics of friendly societies that caused aspiring candidates for membership 

to choose one society over the others? Membership of friendly societies involved a 

financial investment and well as a social investment. The return from the financial 

investment was economic in terms of the benefits received. The social investment was 
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not economic but rather sought an aspirational return – acceptance into a community 

allowing interaction with the movers and shakers in society and the camaraderie of 

people in a local community.  

 

Who Was a Member of a Friendly Society?   
  

In this colony at the present day Odd Fellows, Foresters, 

Druids, and Rechabites, are overrunning the land, from 

Sandridge to Echuca, from Jericho to Swan-hill. A forge, a 

store, a “public”, and a water-hole, are the nest-eggs from 

which Australian towns are hatched; and the chicks are 

hardly out of the shell and chirping, when some N.G., Arch-

druid, or Chief ruler, some secretary with scroll, or treasurer 

with bag, jumps up amongst them, and recognising some 

brothers of the “mystic tie”, sure to be there before him, a 

lodge or tent is improvised.1 

 

For the nineteenth-century workingman, joining a friendly society was a decision 

based on aspirations. Such aspirations included: 

 

• Protection of one’s family in times of financial distress 
caused by sickness; 

• Recognition in the community as a person of integrity;  

• To join an organization that provided social interaction and 
friendships;  

• Ensuring the family could bury the deceased breadwinner 
with dignity, and 

• To be part of a successful institution with roots deep in the 
heritage of an Empire transplanted to their new ‘home’.  

                                                             
1 Jika Jika, ‘Fishing in old waters, or Melbourne reminiscences’, in The Australian News for Home Readers, 
Melbourne, 20 September 1866, p. 6. 
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Complementing the term aspiration is respectability. Respectability has been 

identified by scholars including Simon Cordery and James Riley as being an important 

factor in the development of friendly societies. James Riley described the 

differentiating factor between workingmen members of British friendly societies and 

other workingmen as not relating to wages, moral characteristics or attitudes to risk 

but rather the desire of friendly society members for respectability.2 Cordery noted 

that friendly societies used their influence to transform the middle-class concept of 

individualism and self-help as defining respectability to one of achieving 

respectability through a collective response to mutuality and self-help with 

‘independence from external control.’3 

There were other factors, however, that should be considered when 

examining the reasons for membership. Although the financial benefits providing sick 

pay and a funeral benefit were taken up by most members, the non-financial 

aspirations were genuine as evinced by Victorian friendly societies having honorary 

members. Honorary members were those who would participate in activities but not 

usually make contributions or receive any sick or funeral benefits. Honorary 

members in most societies paid a subscription to be a member but their subscription 

rate did not include the financial benefits available to full members. They were 

generally not entitled to vote in the election of office bearers or at meetings handling 

the day-to-day business of the society. Friendly societies were social organisations as 

well as being financial institutions. It is in this context of being social organisations 

that further explanations can be explored for membership. Ordinary members would 

attend their lodge, sanctuary, tent or branch every fortnight to pay their membership 

                                                             
2 James Riley, Sick, Not Dead: The Health of British Workingmen During the Mortality Decline (Baltimore, 
Maryland: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1997). James Riley argues that a feature of the nineteenth century 
working man is that he began to visit doctors more frequently. This, with improvements in medicine, meant 
that workers started living longer. Living longer meant more periods of sickness and the role of friendly 
societies for providing sickness benefits became a feature of the era. Riley used the British records of the 
Ancient Order of Foresters Friendly Society to chart the spread of disease and the patterns of employment, 
health and mortality. There is no Australian scholarly equivalent of this research for friendly society members 
in Australia. 

3 Simon Cordery, ‘Friendly societies and the discourse of respectability in Britain 1825-1875’, in Journal of 
British Studies, 34, 1 (1995): 35-36. 
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dues. Payment of contributions would not have been the only reason for attending the 

meetings. This would not explain why honorary members attended these meetings.  

The Foresters’ 1862 laws approved of honorary members who were 

‘respectable person(s)…of the age 21 years, by paying 21s (initiation fee), and the 

annual contribution of 10s 6d.’ These honorary members had no claim over the funds 

of the Order ‘nevertheless he shall have the privilege of expressing his opinion on all 

questions brought before the Court in which he was initiated but shall not be entitled 

to vote on any question.’4 The impact of having an honorary member was to provide 

prestige by way of a name that became associated with a branch. It also allowed men 

of means and acumen to be recognised as providing credibility and trustworthiness. 

Unusually the Foresters’ 1862 laws, although barring honorary members from most 

activities and benefit, did allow them to be a Treasurer or Trustee in a lodge.5 The role 

of trustee required the highest level of integrity given all a lodge’s funds, property and 

assets were vested in the personal names of the trustees. Gosden studied the 

memberships of wealthier middle-class members of English affiliated societies. He did 

not differentiate between honorary and financial members but noted the role of such 

leaders of the community to ‘build up and manage these great societies.’6 

 The Rechabites’ 1909 rules allowed honorary membership for persons of 

either sex over sixteen years old. Honorary members were required to pay a 

proposition fee of 2/6- and a quarterly fee of 1/-.7 Such members were not entitled to 

medical, sick or funeral benefits. They could not vote on matters relating to the sick 

and funeral funds nor at the election of the Tent surgeon. In respect of holding office 

                                                             
4 Ancient Order of Foresters, Amended Laws for the Government of the Ancient Order of Foresters Friendly 
Society in the United Melbourne District (Melbourne: Printed by the Order, 1862), p. 14. 

5 Ancient Order of Foresters, Amended Laws for the Government of the Ancient Order of Foresters Friendly 
Society in the United Melbourne District, p. 14. 

6 Gosden, The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875, p. 89. 

7 Average wages varied greatly but in Victoria in 1908-9, pastoral workers were earning 15/- to 30/- per 
week and factory workers in Melbourne were earning 40/- to 50/- per week, see Victoria, Victoria Year 
Book 1908-9, pp. 616-712. 

 



95 

 

in a Rechabite tent, the rules allowed honorary members to hold any office ‘if elected 

there by an absolute majority of members.’8  

In respect of financial members of the friendly societies, many lodges had 

members for whom the services of a private doctor would have been affordable. They 

had ample incomes. Why then did they still join a friendly society? Further, although 

enough for the basic requirements, a funeral benefit of £20 could easily have been 

available by purchasing life insurance from the Australian Mutual Provident Society 

or several other specialist organisations.9 What else motivated potential members to 

seek initiation and entry into the local lodge? John Henry Curtis, a Druid and former 

Chairman of the Friendly Societies Conference gave evidence to the 1875 Royal 

Commission into friendly societies wherein he noted that although members joined 

for the medical benefits, ‘a great many are attracted to these societies by their mimicry 

of Masonry…they fancy there are some wonderful secrets to be communicated to 

them…they expect something wonderful to be told them.’ 10  Here were the 

aspirational ideals at work. 

Other more basic factors were also at play. Many families were faced with an 

inadequate State welfare system and an uncertain existence for breadwinners and 

their families. In the nineteenth century, work accidents and ill health could leave 

families in distressing circumstances with only benevolent organisations available to 

provide the bitter bread of charity. A worse prospect was a pauper’s grave if there 

was no money to bury the dead. In historiographical terms, these financial 

imperatives are central to the narratives surrounding friendly society membership. 

Edward ‘Ted’ Egan, the Australian balladist and musician, was born in 1932. The early 

chapters of his autobiography illustrate the tough, but formative lives of the 

sometime-impoverished families in working class Coburg, Melbourne, during the 

Depression: 

 

                                                             
8 Independent Order of Rechabites, Constitution of the Victoria District No 82 (Melbourne, Independent Order 
of Rechabites, 1909), p. 30. 

9 Geoffrey Blainey, A History of the AMP 1848-1998 (St Leonards, N.S.W.: Allen & Unwin, 1999). 

10 Commission Report, 105, paragraph 1995. 
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Dad was out of work due to the Depression, and we were 

fairly lucky to have our own home in those days. Dad was in 

the Irish National Foresters (always referred to as ‘The 

Lodge’) which covered us for health and sickness benefits. 

We were very proud of a large photograph of all the 

members of the lodge, wearing green sashes, for Dad and 

Phil Fury, a family friend were the two leading officials. I 

guess all funding and lending institutions had to be flexible 

in those lean times, for we survived even though Dad was 

unemployed for a couple of bitter years.11  

 

Although writing of a time well into the twentieth century, the financial motives for 

the Egan family joining a friendly society are clearly understandable.  

  Funeral benefits were limited by the Friendly Societies legislation with most 

friendly societies providing a benefit of £20 per member with a £10 benefit payable 

on the death of registered widows. Funerals were a time of dignity and respect for the 

deceased and the grieving family. 12 Dignity was also a major consideration for the 

grieving widow who would want the deceased to be buried with the appropriate 

ceremony and recognition expected of a nineteenth-century family. The social 

conventions of the time required mourning clothes to be worn for a period and the 

funeral benefit would be used to cover this expense. Such was the importance of 

appropriate attire, that in October 1915 the mother of a serving World War I soldier 

wrote to Lady Margaret Forrest, wife of Sir John Forrest, pleading her necessitous 

circumstances of ‘living in the bush in a tent… (and having) seen plenty hardships and 

poverty.’ Mrs. Walsh pleaded ‘if you would give me any old black or any old dresses 

                                                             
11 Ted Egan, The Paperboy's War (Balmain, N.S.W.: Kerr Publishing, 1993), pp. 29-30. 

12 Nineteenth-century funeral rituals and mourning-dress have been researched by Pat Jalland, see Death in 
the Victorian Family (Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), pp. 300-307; for the Australian 
context, see Pat Jalland, Australian Ways of Death: A Social and Cultural History 1840-1918 (South Melbourne, 
Vic.: Oxford University Press, 2002), pp. 129-143.  
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you did not want…I have not had a dress for years and if anything happened to my 

poor son I would like a little black to wear.’13 

Friendly societies were community based and ranked alongside many other 

societal institutions. Along with churches, Freemasonry, militia units, benevolent 

institutions and trade unions, they provided an important opportunity to converse 

and interact with fellow members in a social atmosphere. We see the aspirational 

aspect of friendly societies at work. Networking and social connections could be 

maintained on a regular basis. Even those outside the inner circles of the networks 

would have had the vicarious experience of association with leaders of their 

community. It is no coincidence that James Smith’s Cyclopedia of Victoria included 

friendly society membership details when documenting the social affiliations of 

Victorian businessmen. 14  Similarly, many entries in the Australian Dictionary of 

Biography note friendly society membership alongside other affiliations. Both Smith 

and the ADB editors have recognised that the inclusion of affiliation information 

provides a context for understanding the mores of the individual and the community 

they inhabited. Ephraim Zox, a businessman, networker, community leader and 

politician in Victoria, is noted in the ADB in the following terms: 

 

Zox was president of the Melbourne Hebrew congregation 

in 1883-85, treasurer of the Melbourne Hebrew School in 

1883 and president of the Melbourne Jewish Club in 1885. 

In 1890 he chaired a meeting of the Melbourne branch of the 

Anglo-Jewish Association of London that protested Jewish 

persecution in Russia. He was vice-president of the 

Discharged Prisoners' Aid Society from 1885 and chairman 

in 1898-99, a director of the Royal Humane Society of 

Australasia and a board member of several hospitals. 

                                                             
13  Brenda Niall and John Thompson, (eds.), The Oxford Book of Australian Letters (Melbourne: Oxford 
University Press, 1998), p. 159.  

14 Smith, The Cyclopedia of Victoria. 
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Prominent in the Manchester Unity Order of Oddfellows, he 

was a justice of the peace from May 1874.15 

 

Dual memberships were common with Pierce Jones of the Criterion Hotel in 

Maldon joining the Druids and ANA and George Powley at the Albion Hotel in 

Wangaratta attending the Hibernians and Manchester Unity.16 In the same vein, James 

Smith’s biographical chronicles highlight newspaper proprietors as frequently having 

multiple memberships and James T. Tunnock, a pharmaceutical chemist in Melbourne, 

found it appropriate to belong to five societies. These individuals have not recorded 

their reasons for multiple memberships but networking for commercial opportunities 

is not an unreasonable explanation. It is less clear if this included multiple financial 

memberships. Certainly not all societies were in favour of dual memberships. The 

Ancient Order of Foresters, Court Unity in Ballarat convened a meeting, not minuted, 

but referenced in the 6 August 1863 minutes, at which its resolutions were passed 

‘condemning an action taken by a Sanctuary of A. O. Shepherds in registering ten 

members of this Court.’ A further motion expressed ‘its disgust to the Sanctuary Friar 

Tuck.’ The meeting decided to take no further action.17 

An important aspect of such biographical references is to note that friendly 

societies were not a part of an individual’s personal or private life. Friendly societies 

were part of everyday life, complementing aspirations and respectability. Having said 

that, this thesis does not present an argument that membership of a friendly society 

was any more important than participation in any other social institution of the day. 

What is being argued here is that every-day membership has frequently not been 

recognised by scholars as being of at least equal importance. Friendly societies were 

where a person would be seen on a Tuesday night, just as being seen on Sunday at 

Church, or on Saturday afternoon at militia training. It was not just prominent 

                                                             
15 L. E. Fredman, 'Zox, Ephraim Laman (1837–1899)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of 
Biography, Australian National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/zox-ephraim-laman-
4912/text8225, published first in hardcopy 1976, accessed online 26 November 2015. Other prominent 
Victorians cited in the ADB with friendly society memberships include James Munro, Sir George Turner, Alfred 
Deakin, Moses Rintel and Sir Isaac Isaacs. 

16 Smith, The Cyclopedia of Victoria, Vol. 2, pp. 382-401; Vol. 3, p. 437. 

17 Ancient Order of Foresters, NBAC Z193 Box 1, Minute Book, 1860-1863. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/zox-ephraim-laman-4912/text8225
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/zox-ephraim-laman-4912/text8225
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individuals whose friendly society membership and other community interactions 

were a feature of their lives. The 1915 obituary for Private Sidney H. R. Elliot, killed in 

action at Gallipoli (Figure 5), provides a remarkable narrative of a young and 

otherwise unremarkable member of his community whose record of participation in 

the community includes: 

 

Private Elliott, who was a native of Eaglehawk, was educated 

at the Eaglehawk State School… was a prominent member of 

the Rifle Club… was an active member of the Eaglehawk Fire 

Brigade… took an active interest in friendly society matters, 

and was a P.C. of the Loyal Catherine Lodge, M.U. He was also 

a member of the Oddfellows Band for several years. Being a 

member of the Comrades' class connected with the 

Eaglehawk West Methodist Sunday School… was a member 

of the church choir. He was also associated with several 

social organisations, more especially the lawn party and the 

Swastika Club, and was held in high esteem by the members 

of the Eaglehawk Mechanics' Institute. He was unmarried… 

employed as a foundry man at the Austral Drill Foundry at 

Eaglehawk. He had also worked at several of the local mines 

as a blacksmith…The Eaglehawk footballers wore 

crepe armbands in the match in the Upper Reserve on 

Saturday, out of respect to the memory of Private Elliott, 

who had played with the team.18 

 

                                                             
18 Bendigonian, 17 June 1915, p. 20. 
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19 

          FIGURE 5: PRIVATE SIDNEY H. R. ELLIOT, KILLED IN ACTION AT GALLIPOLI. 

          
Similarly, the Bendigonian noted the death of Private Isaac Dowsey, killed in action on 

11 July 1916 describing his ‘occupation of a miner at the Clarence United mine … 

scholar of the Eaglehawk East Methodist Sunday School and for some considerable 

time he was a member of the Eaglehawk branch of the A.N.A.’20 

 

Meetings and Meeting Places 
 

Community newspapers provide a source of information when researching the 

proceedings of meetings of friendly societies. The fortnightly meeting reports were a 

regular feature of local news. The Barrier Miner newspaper published on 13 

September 1915 in Broken Hill, New South Wales, covered a recent meeting in that 

city: 

 

Ancient Order of Foresters, Court Marvel, commenced with 

sick reports being received, medical certificates read, sick 

pay passed for payment, correspondence was read and 

discussed, and the retirement of the lodge doctor, Dr Booth, 

noted with a suggestion that patients could move to Dr 

                                                             
19  The official website of the Bendigo Anzac Centenary, use authorised by photographer, Bev Hanson , 
http://www.anzaccentenarybendigo.com.au/Local_Stories/Great_War_WWI/Elliott_Private_Sydney_Harold
_Richard, accessed 26 November 2015. 

20 Bendigonian, 10 August 1916, p. 25. 

 

http://www.anzaccentenarybendigo.com.au/Local_Stories/Great_War_WWI/Elliott_Private_Sydney_Harold_Richard
http://www.anzaccentenarybendigo.com.au/Local_Stories/Great_War_WWI/Elliott_Private_Sydney_Harold_Richard
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Dobbyn’s list. A report on the Friendly Societies Dispensary 

was tabled after noting the higher cost of drugs due to the 

war. One new member was proposed, and another was 

initiated into the lodge. The next lodge night was to include 

a euchre tournament and a ‘pound social’.21 

 

Meeting locations were a matter of contest between the societies and were also a 

contested issue within societies. The choice of meeting places alienated some 

societies from potential members. On the other hand, some locations enabled friendly 

societies to display their status within the community.  

This status was used to encourage respectability when attracting new 

members. Lodge, sanctuary, tent, court, branch, or division: these were the most 

frequently used names to identify the branch location of friendly societies. The most 

commonly used was lodge albeit this is the one that causes confusion for many 

readers and historians alike. Freemasonry uses the expression lodge in respect of its 

branches. An uninitiated person unfamiliar with the nomenclature of Freemasonry 

and friendly societies could easily confuse the two institutions as being one and the 

same. The term lodge was used by: 

 

• Grand United Order of Free Gardeners. 

• Grand United Order of Oddfellows. 

• Independent Order of Oddfellows. 

• Independent Order of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity. 

• Order of St. Andrew. 

• Protestant Alliance Friendly Society 

• United Ancient Order of Druids. 

 

The Independent Order of Rechabites met in tents; for example, the Self Reliance Tent 

in Geelong and the Ebenezer Tent in Heathcote. The Ancient Order of Shepherds 

preferred to meet at their sanctuary of which Sanctuary Freedom in Clunes and 

                                                             
21 Barrier Mail, 13 September 1915, p. 1. 
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Sanctuary Duke of Edinburgh in Portarlington are examples. The Ancient Order of 

Foresters members would meet at their court, perhaps at Court Perseverance in 

Sandhurst or Court Robin Hood in Beechworth. The Order of Sons of Temperance and 

Daughters of Temperance met in their divisions. Other friendly societies simply used 

the word branch as a suffix if more than one branch existed in a society. These 

included the: 

 

• Australian Natives Association. 

• Australian Women’s Association. 

• Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society. 

• Irish Australian Catholic Benefit Society. 

• Irish National Foresters. 

• St. Patrick’s Society. 

 

The members of the Abbotsford Brewery Sick and Accident Society and the Carlton & 

United Breweries Benefit Society presumably did not need to identify their meeting 

establishments in any more detail. 

Having named their establishments, the meeting locations were chosen after 

considering the available community facilities and institutional requirements. The 

English heritage of the friendly societies, with their village-centric nature, caused 

public houses to be a preferred location. Meeting in public houses had a long tradition 

in English friendly societies and the two were closely linked. In October 1854 London, 

James Horsey commenced publishing The Friendly Societies and Licenced Victuallers 

Journal which kept both parties up to date in the one publication. Although the name 

was changed in the following year to The Friendly Societies Journal ‘in accordance with 

the wishes of our numerous patrons’, the link between the two continued both in 

Britain and Victoria for many years.22 The village pub would have had a meeting room 

for the private part of the meeting after which refreshments could be taken. 

Manchester Unity dispensation certificates, that authorised the formation of a lodge, 

                                                             
22 The Friendly Societies Journal, January 1855, p. 12. 
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described the authorised meeting place in terms of a public house. This public house 

tradition translocated to Victoria when the gold mining settlements were established 

(Figure 6). 23 

 24 

     FIGURE 6: EMPIRE HOTEL, LOWER LEFT, WALHALLA MEETING PLACE FOR FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 

 

Mine host would frequently be a member of the local friendly society to encourage 

their custom. One way to expand such business was to be a member of more than one 

society. Michael Curtain, publican of the Exchange Hotel at Eaglehawk, near Bendigo, 

was a member of the ANA, Manchester Unity, the Druids and the Foresters.25 The 

1913 listing of Gardeners’ lodge meeting locations were mostly in friendly society 

associated halls and approximately one-third still met in hotels (Figure 7).  

                                                             
23 Pubs in Australia, especially in rural locations, have been iconised in Australian art and literature. The slab-
sided bush pub was painted by S. T. Gill in Refreshment Shanty, Ballarat, 1854, and W. F. Liardet, The Lamb 
Inn, 1875, whereas Ray Lawlor scripted Summer of the Seventeenth Doll in 1955 with barmaids as central 
characters. Such is its importance that ‘The pub has contributed in no small way to an Australian national 
identity’- Diane Kirby, Tanja Luckins and Chris McConville, The Australian Pub (Sydney: UNSW Press, 2010), 
p. 7. 

24 Langhorne & Meyer, Main Street from Old Road, [Walhalla, Victoria], http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-140381463, 
website, accessed 15 August 2017. 

25 Smith, The Cyclopedia of Victoria, Vol. 3, p. 382. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-140381463
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-140381463
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-140381463
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 26 

   FIGURE 7: GUOFG LIST OF LODGES AND MEETING PLACES, 1913. 

 

     
 
In the Ballarat District in 1865, the Shepherds sanctuaries met at the British Queen 

Hotel, Ballarat; Telegraph Hotel, Clunes; Court House Hotel, Smythesdale; Glasgow 

Arms Hotel, Talbot and the Man of Kent Hotel, Carngham. The Manchester Unity 

elected to also frequent the British Queen Hotel but also met at the Exchange Hotel, 

Buninyong, Bellair’s Rainbow Hotel, Union Hotel, and the North Star Hotel in Ballarat. 

The Foresters chose Bellair’s Rainbow Hotel but met on Thursdays to not clash with 

the Manchester Unity lodge on Fridays. 27  The public house setting encouraged 

testimonial dinners and drinking to be a feature of meetings. So frequent were such 

social arrangements, they were regularly used as examples of members’ funds being 

                                                             
26 Author’s own collection. 

27 John W. Butler, Birtchnell’s Daylesford Directory (Ballarat: S L Birtchnell, 1865), p. 52. 
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wasted and the lax financial controls of some lodges. Not all members agreed with this 

expenditure. 

Brother Crowson, a trustee of the Foresters Court Victoria gave evidence to 

the 1875 Royal Commission that spending of funds for testimonials for officers should 

be made illegal by legislation.28 The Government Statist, Henry Hayter, in his 1876 

report referred to the benefit funds being ‘robbed’ with the monies being used for 

management expenses. These expenses would have included everything from dinners 

to paying for the lodge doctor but Hayter appeared to assume that the expenditures 

were for improper purposes. Describing this as a ‘malversation of funds’, Hayter 

lamented that the existing legislation was ineffective. He identified that 246 out of 761 

branches had illegally used funds totalling £6,590 18s 7d. 29 A decade later the matter 

was still causing Hayter to be reporting ongoing robbing of the funds with the 

Foresters, Ballarat District, coming in for special mention.30 Gradually the matter was 

less of an issue as the friendly societies became more financially sophisticated with 

head offices applying greater scrutiny. 

Many friendly societies frequently met in hotels until the influence of the 

temperance movement held sway.31 Consequently, alcohol-free locations were found, 

or societies met in purpose-built halls. The Foresters Court Perseverance No. 2727, 

built their hall in 1868, located on the corner of Smith and Langridge Street, Fitzroy. 

The temperance movement influenced their decision although they were not 

abstainers. A scroll deposited within the foundation stone included the words: 

 

 The building is being erected in accordance with a wish of 

the Brethren that their business should be carried on apart 

from a public-house, thus endeavouring to give effect to 

                                                             
28 Commission Report, p. 83. 

29 Victoria: Statistics of Friendly Societies for the year 1878, p. viii. 

30 Victoria: Ninth Annual Report of the Government Statist in Connection with Friendly Societies, 1886, p. xxvii. 

31 As early as 1854, the Victorian government had published the Report from the Select Committee of the 
Legislative Council on Intemperance – VPP 1853-4, No. 1. Temperance and its influence on the friendly 
societies is examined in Chapter Four. 
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those feeling and habits of temperance which the Laws of 

the Order are intended to inculcate, and with a hope it may 

remain the property of Court Perseverance, 2727, for all 

time to come.32 

 

The temperance-orientated friendly societies, notably the Rechabites and the OST 

preferred community halls, schoolrooms and their own halls. There were 247 

Rechabite tents in Victoria in 1906 with the meetings held in alcohol-free locations of 

which some were Temperance Halls as well as Rechabite Halls. The importance of 

Mechanics Institutes in rural areas is evident, being the most frequently used 

locations, closely followed by community halls.  

Mechanics Institutes are still frequently seen in many rural towns and villages. 

The buildings may now have uses other than places for apprentices and workers to 

read books and the daily news, but they are important symbols of a past era. 33 

Community halls were usually shire or town halls although libraries and other 

facilities were utilised. Church halls of various denominations were used but perhaps 

surprisingly given their temperance leanings, Presbyterian and Baptist halls appear 

little used (Table 10).  

                                                             
32Francis Le Plastrier, Short History of Court Perseverance, 2727 of the Ancient Order of Foresters of the United 
Melbourne District (Melbourne: Francis Le Plastrier, 1892), p. 24. 

33 Baragwanath and James. These Walls Speak Volumes. 
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 34 

TABLE 10: RECHABITE MEETING LOCATIONS, 1906. 

 

Typical of the arrangements appropriate for the various societies could be 

found in Walhalla, the nineteenth-century Gippsland gold mining town. Listed as 

public halls available for all community activities were the Oddfellows Hall and the 

Foresters Hall.35 Also lining the winding streets of Walhalla were the many hotels. The 

GUOOF Speedwell Lodge met at the Cosmopolitan Hotel.36 In 1866, the Foresters, 

Court of Foresters in Walhalla may have met at the Cosmopolitan Hotel where 

member Bro. Charles Peterson was the publican. By 1869 it could have been the 

Empire Hotel of which James A. Yarra was the publican and a member in 1869. By 

1877 they constructed their own hall. This shift to their own hall would not 

                                                             
34 The Rechabite, ‘Register of Tents, Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites, Salford Unity, No. 82’ 
(Melbourne: Independent Order of Rechabites), Vol. 1, 3, 15 September 1906. 

35 Walhalla Chronicle and Moondarra Advertiser, 31 July 1914, p. 2. 

36 Registrar of Friendly Societies, PROV file, VPRS 284/P0000/16. 
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necessarily have been to avoid a place of alcohol but would have been a way to earn 

revenue through hall hire.37 Such a tenant was the Rechabites, Hope of Walhalla Tent 

that initially met at the Foresters Hall.38 In 1892 they met in the Band of Hope rooms 

and by 1896 was meeting in the Oddfellows Hall. 39  The Manchester Unity Loyal 

Walhalla Lodge moved between the Oddfellows Hall and the Foresters Hall.40 The 

ANA Walhalla branch moved from the Oddfellows Hall to Frick’s Buildings to the 

Mechanics Institute.41 

In Melbourne, building on a grand scale was important for some, less so for 

others. The Hibernians, although spiritually centred in Ballarat, had Melbourne as its 

headquarters. Its grand Swanston Street building, now Storey Hall at RMIT University, 

informed the public and its members that here was an institution – solid, upright, 

financially viable and long lasting. The Hibernian Hall, as the even grander and 

Catholic St. Patrick’s Cathedral attests, exuded a majesty (Figure 8).  

                                                             
37 Gippsland Guardian, 17 September 1868, in Graham Butler, Walhalla Heritage Review (Melbourne: Graham 
Butler & Associates, 2013), p. 77;  

38 Registrar of Friendly Societies, PROV file, VPRS 284/P0000/5. 

39 Registrar of Friendly Societies, PROV file, VPRS 284/P0000/27. 

40 Registrar of Friendly Societies, PROV file, VPRS 284/P0000/31. 

41 Registrar of Friendly Societies, PROV file, VPRS 284/P0000/11. 
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         42     

                                 FIGURE 8: HIBERNIAN HALL, SWANSTON STREET, MELBOURNE. 

         
The Wesleyan and Methodist temperance-influenced Rechabites showed they 

could be architecturally less than temperate. Their Prahran hall and offices spoke of 

the wealth of the land boom era (Figure 9).43 This building speaks of James Munro, a 

Rechabite, corrupt politician, land boom financier and eventual disgraced bankrupt. 

The allusion is perhaps unfair given in the fullness of time, the Rechabites were a very 

successful friendly society. 

                                                             
42  Heritage Council of Victoria, HACBS Hall, Swanston Street, Melbourne, 
http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/821, website, accessed 26 July 2018. 

43  This era of Victoria in the nineteenth century is extensively described in: Michael Cannon, The Land 
Boomers: The Complete Illustrated History (Carlton, Vic.: Melbourne University Press, 1995). 

http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/821
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 44 

                                   FIGURE 9: RECHABITE HALL, LITTLE CHAPEL STREET, PRAHRAN. 

        
 

Ultimately, one of Melbourne’s most famous landmarks would be built to 

house a friendly society. Located on the corner of Collins and Swanston Streets in 

central Melbourne, the Manchester Unity building with its Chicago-style architecture 

remains a dominating symbol of the power and strength of Manchester Unity, the 

largest friendly society in Australia. Completed in 1932 during the Great Depression, 

it was a symbol of hope and resilience for a community that was still counting the cost 

                                                             
44  Heritage Council of Victoria, IOR Hall, 10 Little Chapel Street, Prahran, 
http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/960, online, accessed 26 July 2018. 

 

http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/960
http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/960
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of the Great War as well as the dislocation caused by unemployment and families in 

poverty.45 There is great irony in such a magnificent building being constructed 112 

during a period of economic uncertainty. However, at the time the work 

opportunities it provided made the project, like similar government-sponsored 

schemes, a great benefit to society. 

 Friendly society halls contained rooms for administration and for storing 

banners and other paraphernalia used at meetings and on other occasions. The most 

important room was the meeting room. In the following drawings, the meeting room 

takes up most of the first floor (Figure 10). 

 46 

                    FIGURE 10: PLAN OF HALL & OFFICES FOR MUIOOF LOYAL LODGE OF FIDELITY, 
SINGLETON, NEW SOUTH WALES. 

                                                             
45 The Manchester Unity building is opposite the Melbourne Town Hall, another symbol of power and success 
in Melbourne. Further reading: Bill Hitchings, Grand Dreams and Grand Men: The Intriguing Story of the 
Manchester Unity Building (Melbourne: Caribou Publications, 1988). 

46  University of Newcastle, Pender Collection Archive, Item M5080, 
https://downloads.newcastle.edu.au/library/cultural%20collections/pdf/penderlisting13May2005.pdf, 
online, accessed 9 December 2017. 

 

https://downloads.newcastle.edu.au/library/cultural%20collections/pdf/penderlisting13May2005.pdf
https://downloads.newcastle.edu.au/library/cultural%20collections/pdf/penderlisting13May2005.pdf
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The arrangement of the meeting room was determined by the rules of a 

friendly society (Figure 11). Common to most was the requirement to have the door 

to the room manned by an appropriately name person, e.g. guardians at the 

Manchester Unity, Druids and Hibernians meetings (Figure 12). The respective 

handbooks and ritual books set out the seating plans for all attendees. 

 

                47            

                               FIGURE 11: GUOOF MEETING ROOM PLAN.  

                                                             
47 GUOOF Victoria District Minutes, NBAC Z87, Box 60. 
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                      48 

                                    FIGURE 12: HACBS MEETING ROOM PLAN. 

  
The meeting rooms built by Foresters Court Perseverance No. 2727 in 

Langridge Street, Collingwood, were designed for both use by the Foresters as well as 

for producing income for the Court. The design incorporated a basement for the 

committee room, hall-keeper’s quarters, three cellars and two kitchens. Fronting 

Smith Street, there were two shops between which a 36 feet hallway led to the first-

floor meeting room, 63 feet long and 41 feet wide. A ticket room and offices completed 

the design.49 By the time the building opened, the Court had spent £3520/15/3 and 

                                                             
48 HACBS Ritual Book 1948, Catholic Diocese of Ballarat Archive, loose papers. 

49 Argus, 25 March 1868, p. 5. 
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by August 1883, debts of £2,500 had been fully paid off. Income from rents was 

significant with £8,895 received during the next 24 years.50 

Not all halls were a success. The Foresters at Court Queenscliff No. 4124 were 

too entrepreneurial for their own good and for the central administration (Figure 13). 

The members of the seaside town established the Queenscliff Foresters’ Hall 

Company to build a hall in Learmonth Street, Queenscliff in 1870. Buoyed by initial 

enthusiasm the Court funds were used to invest in the company. Members also bought 

shares in the company with total funds invested in the hall of £4,004, including £1,400 

borrowings. All this in a fishing village. This expenditure was greater than that spent 

by Court Perseverance, a major metropolitan Court. Dividends were paid during the 

first three years. The returns soon dried. But in 1890, the town was booming with the 

Queenscliff Military Fort being developed and holidaymakers coming to the beaches. 

‘Fearing competition by the erection of another public hall in the town, the Court 

demolished the hall and built a larger, more expensive hall.’ 51 

 

                                                             
50 Le Plastrier, Short History of Court Perseverance, pp. 12-15. The building still stands albeit the use would 
perhaps not find favour with the Foresters members. The Forester’ Hall is now a craft beer hall with 32 taps 
pouring local and international craft beers, a 4am license, pizza until 2am every night, and a rock 'n' roll 
attic bar. See, http://www.forestershall.com.au/, website, accessed 1 February 2018. 

51 Ancient Order of Foresters, Report by the District Secretary (Melbourne: United Melbourne District minutes, 
23 July 1897), p. 14.  

 

http://www.forestershall.com.au/
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52 

                FIGURE 13: OPENING THE NEW FORESTERS’ HALL, QUEENSCLIFF, 1 OCTOBER 1890. 

      
The Queenscliff Sentinel filled half its front page with the opening report noting ‘the 

fine addition…to the splendid specimens of architectural buildings in Victoria.’53 But 

concurrent with the celebrations, the financial depression of the early 1890s was 

underway. By 1897, the Foresters central office had conducted a thorough review. 

Financial mismanagement of the hall and the company was rife. The company was 

found to not to have been ever registered. The shares were worthless. Control of the 

hall was taken away from the erstwhile shareholders. Over the next twenty-three 

years the hall assumed the role of the Borough of Queenscliffe (sic) Town Hall with it 

being formally acquired in 1920.54 Today, a modern civic edifice façade has replaced 

the stately Victorian frontage of the old red brick building. 

 

Symbolism of The Friendly Societies 
 

 Arthur Charles Fox-Davies, an expert on heraldry, compiled and edited The Complete 

Guide to Heraldry and Armorial Families: A Directory of Gentlemen of Coat-Armour. 

Heraldry has a long history in Britain and the College of Arms, through the personal 

                                                             
52 Queenscliffe Historical Museum, photographic collection. 

53 Queenscliff Sentinel, Drysdale, Portarlington and Sorrento Advertiser, 4 October 1890, p. 1. 

54 Victorian Heritage Council, Queenscliff Town Hall, http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/120711, 
online, accessed 1 February 2018. 

http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/120711
http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/120711
http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/120711
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appointment of the Heralds by the reigning monarch, grants the use of armorial 

bearings. Such is the prestige of being entitled to use armorial bearings. When 

browsing the 2,182 pages of Armorial Families it is apparent that the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries saw an extraordinary increase in the number of gentlemen who 

applied for a grant of a coat of arms. The caché of having a symbol associated with a 

name became an aspirational identifier. Fox-Davies summed it up succinctly: 

‘Armorial Bearings are one of the earliest outward and visible signs which make their 

appearance when a family commences its rise in the scale of social eminence.’ 55 

Nineteenth-century friendly societies seeking to promote their image of respectability 

and social prominence were no different from their upwardly mobile middle-class 

patrons who took a coat of arms. Friendly societies had to have a symbol. Banners, 

letterheads, badges, aprons and all the friendly society regalia needed to not just be 

recognisable but to also tell a story in the same manner as heraldic emblems. As part 

of this development, friendly societies also created a motto, usually of three words, 

that accompanied the symbols associated with the respective societies.  

Mottoes are one of many heraldic devices that may accompany a coat of arms. 

Commonly a foreign language would be used when writing mottoes, for example, the 

Royal coat of arms of the United Kingdom features the motto Dieu et Mon Droit. Until 

1986, the Victorian Police force motto was Tenez Le Droit. The egalitarian nature of 

friendly societies did not encourage such formality and they sought to use the English 

language with a focus on the traditional seven virtues. Faith, Hope and Charity are the 

three theological virtues (1 Corinthians 13.13) and the four cardinal virtues are 

Prudence, Justice, Fortitude and Temperance. In Australia, the major friendly societies 

mottoes drew on these themes: 

 

• Foresters – Unitas, Benevolentia et Concordia (Unity, 

Benevolence and Concord). 

                                                             
55 Arthur Charles Fox-Davies, Armorial Families: A Directory of Gentlemen of Coat-Armour (London: Hurst & 
Blackett, 1929), 7th ed., p. xiii. 
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• Druids – Justice, Philanthropy and Brotherly Love.56 

• Manchester Unity – Amicitia, Amor et Veritas (Friendship, 

Love and Truth). 

• IOOF – Friendship, Love, Truth. 

• Hibernians – Faith, Hope and Charity. 

• PAFS – Fear God, Love the Brotherhood, Honour the King. 

• OST – Love, Purity, Fidelity. 

• Rechabites – Peace and Plenty: The Reward of Temperance 

 

Other heraldic devices and symbols incorporated into the membership and 

dispensation certificates tell much more. Biblical, classical, astrological and other 

allegorical devices were used by all friendly societies. A Foresters’ poster printed in 

Australia reveals much symbolism (Figure 14). 

                                                             
56 Victoria Solt Dennis, Discovering Friendly and Fraternal Societies: Their Badges and Regalia (Risborough, 
United Kingdom: Shire Publications, 2005), p. 105. Dennis states that the motto of the English Druids was 
United to Assist but this has not been found in use in Australia. 
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57 

                                  FIGURE 14: ANCIENT ORDER OF FORESTERS POSTER. 

 

The poster features Maid Marion and Robin Hood, a clue that the poster was printed 

after 1892 being the year in which women were admitted as members Prior to 

admitting women, the standard bearers were Little John and Robin Hood. The shield 

is quartered with: 

 

• Clasped hands – mutuality and reciprocity. 

• Three stags – strength, power and leadership. 

                                                             
57 Author’s collection. 
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• A chevron, a lamb and flag above the chevron and a bugle 

horn below. 

• A quiver over a bow, arrow and bugle horn. 

 

 An escutcheon in the centre of the shield features a bugle horn and bow and arrows. 

The hunting scene, the stag’s head issuing out of the coronet, the hound and the 

references to bows and arrows all inform the observer of the alleged ancient roots of 

the society. They also allude to a regal connection given that deer hunting was 

traditionally a royal prerogative. The circled illustrations are allegorical: 

 

• Top left – the parable of the Good Samaritan. This emphasises the charity, 

goodwill and benevolence towards one’s fellow men as noted in the motto 

Unitas, Benevolentia et Concordia (Unity, Benevolence & Concord). 

• Top right – A man trying to break a bundle of sticks. This represents strength 

of unity as told in the classical Aesop’s fable, The Bundle of Sticks.  

• Bottom left – Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. The naked bodies provide 

a vision of primal innocence and the fall of man, although no serpent is featured 

in this version. 

• Bottom right – A child with lion and lamb. This refers to the Peaceable 

Kingdom, being an eschatological state inferred from the Book of Isaiah 

Chapter 11, verses 1-11. 

 

The highest symbol on the certificate is the human eye with beams of light radiating 

from it. This is also a Masonic symbol and one that causes some people to erroneously 

link Freemasonry with friendly societies. Freemasons refer to the term, the All-Seeing 

Eye of God, and Dennis notes that most friendly societies ‘probably’ use this meaning. 

Certainly, the theological reference fits the many friendly society references to 

religiosity.58 

                                                             
58 Dennis, Discovering Friendly and Fraternal Societies, p. 53. 
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The temperance-orientated society, the Rechabites, continued the theme 

Foresters’ themes but with variations (Figure 15): 

 

 

                                      FIGURE 15: INDEPENDENT ORDER OF RECHABITES COAT OF ARMS. 

     
1. Figure of Peace - Peace 
2. Figure of Plenty - Plenty 
3. Sword & Olive Branch – Justice & Peace 
4. Wheatsheaf – Plenty 
5. Beehive – Industry 
6. Twisted Cord – Strength of Unity 
7. Eye – Watching Eye of God 
8. Lamb – Meekness & Sacrifice 
9. Sun – Goodness of Life 
10. Moon & Stars – Perfection 
11. Serpent – Wisdom 
12. Doves – Gentleness 
13. The Three tents – Organisation of the Order 
14. Rainbow – Promise 
15. Rose, Thistle, Leek and Shamrock – National and 

International Strength of the Order 
16. Cornucopia – Plenty 
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A textbook for the knowledge examinations set by the Rechabites for juvenile 

members of the Order reviewed all the above symbols. The symbols were all allied to 

the advantages of abstaining: industry requires a strong body not debilitated by drink; 

sun and water were required to make plants grow, so it is for humans that water 

should be the preferred drink for the goodness of life.59 

Even the most egalitarian of the Australian societies, the ANA, used 

iconography to promote their message to members and the world at large. The 

message from the ANA was unambiguous to the reader. At a conference in 1910, they 

sang the Great National Policy Song, the music cover for which reinforced the White 

Australia Policy as a guiding principle of the society.  

 

 60 

                                                          FIGURE 16: COVER OF ANA SONG SHEET.   

                                                             
59 John Harrison, The Emblem of the Order (Manchester: Independent Order of Rechabites, 1956), revised 
1968, p. 4. 

60  National Library of Australia, http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/6977121, online, accessed 18 
September 2017. 

 

 

http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/6977121
http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/6977121
http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/6977121
http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/6977121
http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/6977121
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The cover of a song sheet featuring the Australian Natives Association coat of 

arms under an arch headed White Australia was emblematic of the times (Figure 16).61 

The white map of Australia projects the exclusionary nature of friendly societies in 

Australia in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries although no friendly 

societies had rules prohibiting persons of any one race. With the imprimatur of the 

Governor of Victoria, Sir Thomas Gibson Carmichael and the Governor-General of 

Australia, the Earl of Dudley, the voices sang out the first verse of the marching song 

by W. E. Naughton: 

 

Australia! Australia! 

Sunny South of old Britannia’s sons, 

Australia, the white man’s land, 

Defended by white men’s guns, 

Australia! Australia! 

For Anglo-Saxon race and Southern Cross, 

God bless and help us to protect, 

Our glorious land Australia. 

 

Processions and Demonstrations 
 

Communities create civic identity through a process of actions that bond like-minded 

citizens in a common cause. Community activities that promote civic identity are 

                                                             
61 One of the first pieces of legislation passed after Federation was the Immigration Restriction Act 1901. Its 
purpose was to ensure the British race predominated in Australia and has been commonly known as the 
White Australia Policy. Alfred Deakin, member of the ANA, was a strong advocate for the policy. During the 
second reading of the Bill for the Immigration Restriction Act, and as Attorney-General of the Commonwealth, 
Deakin stated: ‘We here find ourselves touching the profoundest instinct of individual or nation—the instinct 
of self-preservation—for it nothing less than the national manhood, the national character, and the national 
future that are at stake’, see House of Representatives, Debates, 12 September 1901, p. 4804. 
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popular. Team activities, be they sporting, cultural or any other form of group activity, 

promote awareness of a locality. A local football team winning a premiership will 

create awareness of the location from which it emanates. Civic identity does not need 

to relate to a town or suburb but can be attached to an institution or a group of 

individuals within a community. Friendly societies are such a group. In the nineteenth 

century, friendly society ‘processions were a key feature of this process of identity 

formation.’62 Processions gave friendly societies an opportunity to announce their 

presence by utilising public space. Given that participants often also included civic 

dignitaries, authorities did not impede these friendly societies’ activities. Daniel 

Weinbren, when discussing the emblematic designs on banners carried in 

processions, recognised that ‘the carrying of banners of such designs suggested that 

friendly societies could be trusted in public spaces.’63 

Andrew May refers to this public space in the centre of a city as a ‘ritual 

stage.’64 This is a most apt description of a frequently performed friendly society 

ritual. The parades of banners, dress and regalia on display, all combined to create a 

ritual familiar to both the nineteenth-century participants and the observers. This 

presence placed friendly society attributes in front of the observing public as if the 

procession was being performed as a marketing activity. Paul O’Leary identifies the 

assertion of power, images of respectability and the construction of a social identity 

as being important factors behind the use of these processions.65 The assertion of 

power can be represented by the mere claiming of a right to use streets for 

processions. It may also be asserted through the participation in public events. 

Friendly societies will be seen to be placed near the head of civic processions. Would 

not this be a powerful statement? The processions were also events when friendly 

societies presented their image to other members of the community by way of 

banners, insignia and the formal way they were dressed. This formality 

                                                             
62 Paul O'Leary, Claiming the Streets: Processions and Urban Culture in South Wales c. 1830-1880 (Cardiff: 
University of Wales Press, 2012), p. 9. 

63 Daniel Weinbren, ‘Beneath the all-seeing eye: Fraternal order and friendly societies' banners in nineteenth 
and twentieth-century Britain,’ Cultural and Social History, 3 (2006): 174. 

64 Andrew Brown-May, Melbourne Street Life (Kew, Victoria: Australian Scholarly Publishing, 1998), p. 175.  

65 O'Leary, Claiming the Streets, pp. 9-24. 
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communicated respectability and in turn was one of the factors making membership 

an aspirational ideal.  

In the nineteenth century, friendly societies frequently conducted 

‘demonstrations’ being events that generally referred to a parade or procession for a 

special occasion. These demonstrations fell into two categories. First, processions 

were used to recognise significant events including the visits of dignitaries, opening 

of major buildings or public infrastructure and unique anniversaries. These events 

are regarded as external to the participants’ environment. Second, processions were 

undertaken to commemorate internal and familiar events of a more day-to–day 

nature including funeral and temperance processions, events on the religious 

calendar and institutional anniversaries. Funerals of members usually required 

compulsory attendance by members of a lodge. Picnic days, especially New Year’s Day 

and Easter Sunday, provided an opportunity for all-day carnivals as well as the 

procession of the lodges.66 Such processions had been winding their way through the 

streets of Melbourne and other towns from the early days of settlement. On 25 July 

1842, the members of the then recently established IOOF, later Manchester Unity, 

Australia Felix Lodge, processed with other citizens at the laying of the foundation 

stone of the new Melbourne Court House. Described as a huge procession headed by 

‘Odd Fellows’, they ‘attracted considerable attention from the variety of hues which 

distinguished their clothes, and which had on the whole a very pleasing effect.’67 

  A significant procession occurred early in the life of the Colony of Port Phillip. 

The title of the programme for the procession was ‘OPENING OF THE PRINCE’S 

BRIDGE and the ADVENT OF SEPARATION, Friday November 15, 1850.’68 This took 

place on the fourth day of a four-day public holiday in Melbourne. The Argus reporter 

was enthusiastic, noting that the ‘the scene presented by the different bodies of Odd-

Fellows, the Masons, the St. Patrick's Society, the Rechabite Societies, all having their 

                                                             
66 Brown-May, Melbourne Street Life, pp. 178-205. These two broad categories are considered in more detail. 
Brown-May’s categories are: civic; royalty and loyalty; public executions; societies; mourning; proselytising; 
military; political; calendrical; benefit and celebratory. This thesis highlights that friendly societies were not 
just within May’s ‘societies’ single category but played an active role in eight of the categories with exceptions 
being the public execution and military categories. 

67 Port Phillip Patriot and Melbourne Advertiser, 28 July 1842, p. 2. 

68 Argus, 19 November 1850, p. 1. 
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distinct emblems, banners, and regalia was really animating and picturesque.’69 In 

regard to the procession ‘nothing of the kind has ever been witnessed in Victoria; 

nothing at all approaching the spectacle was ever presented to the inhabitants of 

New South Wales.’70 An early sign of a Melbourne and Sydney rivalry that continues 

to this day. The marching commenced at the Public Offices in William Street, turned 

left up Collins Street and right down Swanston Street to the bridge.  

 The significance of the Argus reporting was in the way the friendly societies 

were singled out for special attention. The Argus reported on the ‘manner in which 

(friendly societies) surprised those who did not previously know how influential a 

body they have become.’ 71  The friendly societies joined the mounted police, the 

Freemasons, the Separation Committee, the Clergy of all denominations, Magistrates 

and Resident Judge, the Mayor of Melbourne, the Legislative Council and His Honor 

the Superintendent, Charles La Trobe. Other than derisively referring to La Trobe as 

‘the hat and feathers’, colourful descriptors were frequently applied to the friendly 

societies with little description of the others in the procession. Significantly, the 

friendly societies presented ‘a most respectable and creditable appearance.’72 The 

symbols of the societies were reinforced when the banners were described. The 

Grand United Order of Oddfellows, Felix Lodge banner, had ‘Representing on one side; 

figures emblematical of Odd Fellows exclusively, viz: Truth and Justice, A 

Clouded Providence, Charity, Hour Glass, Cross Keys, Ark, Dove and Olive Branch, 

Lion and Lamb, representing Peace. The Rose, Thistle, and Shamrock, representing 

Unity. On the reverse side —The Leeds "Coat of Arms."’73 The Prince of Wales Lodge 

banner was like that of the Felix Lodge except the reverse side had a portrait of the 

young Prince of Wales as a sailor. 

The visit of dignitaries to a community would frequently require the friendly 

societies to turn out at the request of the town officials. In 1861, the burghers of 

                                                             
69 Argus, 19 November 1850, p. 1. 

70 Argus, 19 November 1850, p. 1. 

71 Argus, 19 November 1850, p. 1. 

72 Argus, 19 November 1850, p. 1. 

73 Argus, 19 November 1850, p. 1. 
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Ballarat prepared for the impending visit of the Governor Sir Henry Barkly to Ballarat. 

This brought the matter of a banner for Ancient Order of Foresters, Court Unity to a 

head. A banner had been ordered but at the 3 October 1861 meeting it was noted that 

£11 was still due. Immediately Bro. Barrowman went ‘around the room and collecting 

the sum of £3/16/6, whence the proposition that the balance be paid out of the 

incidental fund.’ 74 Being such an important occasion there were finer details to be 

handled; five volunteers were sought and obtained to carry the banner (Figure 17). 

Some days later, meeting at Bro. Armstrong’s Camp Hotel, members of the various 

local AOF Courts met to decide on procuring a band, inviting other regional Courts to 

join the procession and advertising. However, one item could not be resolved – the 

Address to the Governor. Two days later they decided that the emblem of the Order 

be attached to the Address parchment, embossed by Bro. Deutsch if he could complete 

it within twenty-four hours at a cost of £3/3/-. The meetings continued regularly until 

the Saturday morning, 11 o’clock, 19 October 1861 when the banner was inspected. 

It was found to be ‘fitting the occasion and worthy the Order’.  

 

 75 

                     FIGURE 17: ANCIENT ORDER OF FORESTERS PROCESSIONAL BANNER, 1860S. 

                                                             
74 Ancient Order of Foresters, NBAC Z193 Box 1, Minute Book, 1860-1863. 

75 Museum Victoria, object registration number SH 890210. Museum Victoria records this as a banner painted 
by the artist Thomas Flintoff for the Ballarat 'court' of the Ancient Order of Foresters (AOF) friendly society 
in 1860. The banner is an oil painting on green taffeta fabric backed with cotton, and has a wide white border 
edged with brocade. Given the closeness of the dates it may be speculated that this is the banner to which the 
Foresters’ minutes refer despite them being in 1861. 
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 The Procession Committee then moved to finalise the Address to the Governor of 

which the minutes subsequently spoke loudly: 

 

If there is one thing that should take precedence in the heart 

and mind, amid the feelings of pride and pleasure, of 

Foresters, as associated with the events of the past holiday 

demonstration, it is in the opinion of the Secretary, that of 

the address to His Excellency, Sir Henry Barkly, for tho’ in 

language it is beautifully simple, it is in conception of ideas 

most nobly grand! (Sic) and proud ought every Forester to 

be, that he can own, as a Brother, one who has been endowed 

by a Superior Power, with gifts which, we may not envy, but 

regret we do not ourselves possess them.76 

 

The next morning the Governor held a levee at Bath’s Hotel during which the Foresters 

presented their Address to Sir Henry Barkly. The Address noted that Sir Henry was an 

honorary member of a ‘kindred Society whose objects like ours, are Christian and 

Philanthropic’ and that considering the growth of the Foresters in Ballarat to be a 

District with five subordinate Courts ‘these details would not be uninteresting.’77 The 

Foresters were further emboldened to hand a letter to the Governor seeking him to 

become an honorary member of the Order or at least become a Patron. The Governor’s 

reply pleaded a travel commitment as being a reason why he could not join the 

Foresters in Ballarat but had ‘no objection to their styling Him their Patron if they 

desire to do so.’78 

The reference to the Governor’s honorary membership of a kindred 

organisation with similar Christian and philanthropic values reveals the underlying 

competition that existed between the societies. The distinction of having an esteemed 

                                                             
76 Ancient Order of Foresters, NBAC Z193 Box 1, Minute Book. 1860-1863. 

77 The Star, Ballarat, 21 October 1861, p. 2. 

78 Ancient Order of Foresters, NBAC Z193 Box 1, Minute Book. 1860-1863. 
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dignitary as an honorary member would have elevated the respectability of lodge in 

the eyes of the existing and prospective members. The financial benefits would have 

been greatly sought after especially when seeking to maximise the number of 

members for future financial viability. Alas, it was not to be. 

A Ballarat Foresters, Court Unity meeting passed a motion on 18 August 1864 

that the District officers ‘take the initiative in procuring the co-operation of the 

District Officers of Manchester Unity in carrying out a proposal for a Grand 

Demonstration of the two Orders on New Year’s day 1865 with a view of helping 

forward the movement for the formation for a District Orphan Asylum’79 The event 

was to include a procession, refreshment booths, archery prizes, and a benefit concert 

or Ball ‘to wind up the days amusements.’80 The grander the occasion, the greater the 

effort that the societies seemed pleased to undertake.  

In Melbourne and in the larger regional towns, grander plans were put in 

place. The erection of buildings in was cause for community celebrations. The 1865 

laying of the foundation stone of the new Oddfellows Hall in Bendigo was a major civic 

event. The Bendigo Advertiser listed the order of procession through the Bendigo 

streets as including ‘every public body in Sandhurst’: 

 

1 Cavalry. 

2 Volunteer Band. 

3 Volunteer Rifles. 

4 Fire Brigades. 

5 Freemasons. 

6 Ancient Order of Foresters. 

7 White's Band 

8 The Order of Rechabites 

9 Ancient Order of Royal Foresters. 

10 St Patrick's Society. 

                                                             
79 Ancient Order of Foresters, NBAC Z193 Box 1, Minute Book, 1863-1865. 

80 Ancient Order of Foresters, NBAC Z193 Box 1, Minute Book, 1863-1865. 
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11 Presbyterian Young Men's Society.  

12 Eight Hours Association. 

13 Phoenix Band. 

14 Oddfellows. 

15 The Clergy. 

16 Members of Parliament. 

17 Sandhurst Borough Council. 

18 Sandhurst Mining Board. 

19 Eaglehawk Borough Council. 

20 Magistrates. 

21 Committee of Hospital. 

22 Committee of Benevolent Asylum. 

23 Committee of Mechanics' Institute. 

24 Committee of Miners’ Accident Society. 

25 Miners and Citizens. 81 

 

Such an opportunity was also provided by the opening of the Sandhurst 

Exhibition, a local version of the international exhibitions popular in the second half 

of the nineteenth century. Bendigo (a name interchangeable with Sandhurst) created 

its own Exhibition Building. The opening witnessed great pomp and circumstance on 

13 September 1866 in the presence of a first-time visitor, the colony’s recently 

appointed Governor, Sir Henry Manners-Sutton. The day had been declared a public 

holiday and ‘from an early hour in the morning it was evident that a great 

demonstration was to take place.’82 

 

Then came the Order of Oddfellows to the number of 150, 

the Heart of Friendship, Bendigo, Loyal Gold Miners Pride, 

James Roe, Albert, and Darling Lodges were all represented. 

In their blue sashes and with banners flying, the chief motto 

                                                             
81 Bendigo Advertiser, 27 July 1865, p.2. 

82 Bendigo Advertiser, 14 September 1866, pp. 2-3. 



130 

 

inscribed being "Friendship, love, and truth," they presented 

a fine appearance. The Phoenix brass band kept up the spirit 

of the occasion with marching music. Following them were 

the Ancient Order of Foresters—stalwart fellows and 

looking well in their sashes of green. About 200 of them 

were in the procession and were headed by their chief 

officers—Mr Ladams, D.C.R, Mr Holl, D.S. and Mr French, D.B. 

The courts which turned out to testify their loyalty were the 

Royal Oak, Queen of the Forest, Bendigo, Pride of the Forest, 

Happy Valley, Banner of Hope, King of the Forest, Alexandra, 

Victoria, and Lockwood. The Bendigo Court displayed a 

beautiful banner, having on one side figures of a Forester, in 

Robin Hood attire, a red Indian, a turbaned Turk, and a 

negro, representatives of Europe, America, Asia, and Africa; 

on the reverse side was the figure of a man trying to break a 

bundle of twigs, one twig lying broken—the motto, 'Unity is 

strength’, explained the allegory. The Court Queen of the 

Forest had also a large fine banner. In the rear of the 

Foresters were about 60 members of the St. Patrick's Benefit 

Society, wearing sashes of emerald hue. The Ancient Order 

of Shepherds was also represented. 83 

 

New Year’s Day was a picnic day for many charitable and community organisations. 

The Geelong Volunteer Fire Brigade was planning to participate in Fifth Annual 

United Fire Brigades Demonstration (all brigades in the state eligible to compete) in 

Geelong in May 1877.  

Like many volunteer organisations, they needed funds to participate in this 

type of event. In December 1876, the Honorary Secretary wrote to the Manchester 

Unity Loyal Geelong Lodge ‘soliciting the patronage of the Society’ on the occasion of 

                                                             
83 Bendigo Advertiser, 14 September 1866, pp. 2-3. 
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a Moonlight Concert in Johnstone Park on New Year’s Day 1877.84 The concert was to 

raise funds for the Geelong Brigade. The Geelong Advertiser wrote up the day’s events 

with the Comunn Na Feinne having held the highland games activities and dancing 

during the day (still held to this day). The Fire Brigade provided the evening 

Moonlight Concert that ‘was a great success.’85 The records do not tell us if the Loyal 

Geelong Lodge had its members in attendance, but the request was one that would 

have been anticipated. Fire brigades were frequent attendees in processions and at 

special events with friendly societies as were the police and local bands. The tiny 

community of Walhalla in Gippsland drew all these together for Queen Victoria’s 

Jubilee in 1897. With the Mountaineer Brass band in the lead, the IOOF one hundred 

and fifty strong, school children and the Foresters sixty strong led a procession of 

floats. The procession included the Walhalla Volunteer Fire Brigade, the Rechabites, 

the Loyal Orange Lodge and numerous other groups winding along the narrow Main 

Street and under the triumphal arches built for the occasion. The whole scene was 

repeated in 1910 for a fund-raising day for the local hospital.86 

Perhaps the most famous procession in nineteenth-century Victoria was for 

the funeral of the explorers, Burke and Wills (Figure 18). The official programme 

highlights that the major friendly societies, as well as most civic associations, joined 

the procession that wound its way through the streets of Melbourne.87 The funeral 

hearse rivalled that of the Duke of Wellington who had died in 1852 (Figure 19).88 

The Melbourne press emulated the graphics of the Duke’s funeral procession, such 

was the significance of the event.  

                                                             
84 Geelong Volunteer Fire Brigade, Correspondence, Geelong Heritage Centre, GRS 102/4 (loose inserted in 
the Minute Book, MUIOOF, 1867-1870). 

85 Geelong Advertiser, 2 January 1877, p. 3. 

86 James and Lee. Walhalla Heyday. 

87 State Library of Victoria, Australian Manuscripts Collection, MS 13071. 

88 For a comparison of these two funerals, see Pat Jalland, Australian Ways of Death: A Social and Cultural 
History 1840-1918 (South Melbourne, Vic.: Oxford University Press, 2002), p. 110. 
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 89    
 
                                     FIGURE 18: BURKE AND WILLS FUNERAL PROCESSION. 

 

 90  

                                      FIGURE 19: DUKE OF WELLINGTON FUNERAL PROCESSION. 

                                              

                                                             
89  Artist unknown, Illustrated Melbourne Post, 24 January 1863, State Library of Victoria, 
http://burkeandwills.slv.vic.gov.au/archive/archives/burke-and-wills-funeral-procession, online, accessed 
16 August 2017. 

90 The Illustrated London News, 3 November 1852, p. 384. 
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Unlike the splendour of the Burke and Wills cortege, nineteenth-century 

funerals were very much influenced by the ability of the families to afford the rites 

and rituals.91 ‘The funerals of the poor proclaimed their poverty and their lowliness 

in that social order; the funerals of the middle classes testified both to their level of 

affluence and to their sense of their own importance; the funerals of the social elite 

were on a scale that is unmatched in anything short of a State funeral – and only some 

State funerals at that.’92 Twenty pounds was the usual friendly society funeral benefit 

payment. The probate document for Thomas Larard, manufacturing jeweller of Little 

Collins Street, Melbourne, lists the £20 receipt from the Manchester Unity with the 

funeral costs being listed as £14/3/8. 93  For the Larard family, whose jewellery 

business was well known in Melbourne, the funeral benefit may not have been a 

necessity. For other less fortunate souls, the benefit provided an opportunity for a 

ceremony that would be respectable in the eyes of the community. The funeral benefit 

was used to cover the cost of mourning clothes for the widow and children, a carriage 

and a coffin, and most importantly a plot not marked by the community as a pauper’s 

grave. 

 

Banners 
 

Processional banners have a long history in Australia and continue to be used. The 

Anzac Day parades in cities all over Australia feature regimental banners. Be they 

Navy, Army or Air Force, these banners inform the uninitiated observer of famous 

battles going back through Australian military history to the Boer Wars. Such banners 

are descendants of the ornate regimental colours that were carried to wars 

throughout the British Empire over the centuries and now hang in cathedrals, 

churches and crypts wherever the dead are honoured. The processional banners used 

by friendly societies have a similar heritage, albeit more peaceful. Banners were a 

                                                             
91 Pat Jalland, Australian Ways of Death: A Social and Cultural History 1840-1918, pp. 108-110. 

92 Graeme M. Griffin and Des Tobin, In the Midst of Life: The Australian Response to Death. (Melbourne: 
Melbourne University Press, 1982), p. 111. 

93 Victoria, PROV, VPRS 28, P0, Unit 185. 
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very direct means of communicating the heritage, mores and attributes of friendly 

societies whether they were marching through the streets of Melbourne or parading 

through rural towns. Carrying the banner was a ritual undertaken on a local stage to 

ensure that the both the eager and casual observer would be under no apprehension 

as to the identity of those marching in its shade. Some banners were transported on 

dray carts if a special display was being featured, often in competition with other 

participants. Either way, the implicit and explicit messages conveyed on the silk or 

canvas banner were the critical outcome. 

The most expensive banners were made of handwoven silk frequently 

embroidered with precious threads of silver and gold. Other banners were of non-

woven painted material. The firm George Tutill founded in 1837 was the leading 

maker of banners for friendly societies and other mutual institutions (especially trade 

unions) throughout the British Empire. That firm’s catalogues are a rich source of the 

styles and symbolism preferred by the friendly societies both in Britain and Australia 

(Figure 20). The late nineteenth-century decades were the golden years for Tutills 

and in 1889 the firm made more banners in a single year than ever before or since.94 

This period also coincided with the rise of trade unions in Australia for whom banners 

exhibited many characteristics in common with friendly societies. John Gorman 

refers to these trade union banners as being labour heraldry and the term heraldry is 

equally appropriate for friendly societies.95 Friendly society banners made a heraldic 

assertion of mutuality, mythology, history, power and loyalty through the graphic 

symbols exhibited to the watching crowds at a demonstration. Banners displayed 

evidence of the legitimacy of the societies – bundled sticks for unity, beehives for 

industry and the benevolent All-Seeing eye watching over the men, women and 

children who sought a haven from the vicissitudes of life (Figure 21). 

 

                                                             
94 John Gorman, Banner Bright: An Illustrated History of Trade Union Banners. (New ed. Buckhurst Hill, Essex: 
Scorpion Publishing, 1986), p. 20. 

95 John Gorman, Banner Bright, p. 18. 
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 96   

                                     FIGURE 20: GEORGE TUTILL CATALOGUE, FORESTERS BANNER. 

    
Weinbren describes banners as being the ‘artefact that announced that a friendly 

society had arrived, that told the world of members’ pride, presence, identity, and 

cause.’97 The banners were carried in processions of long lines of men that spoke of 

their importance in the community that echoed military discipline and preservation 

of colours as in war. If the crowds were noisy, the banners rose above the hubbub as 

silent and strong symbols of sturdiness and trust. 

                                                             
96 Peoples History Museum, Manchester, NMLH.1998.26.22. 

97 Weinbren, ‘Beneath the all-seeing eye’, 168. 
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  98 

          FIGURE 21: GEORGE TUTILL CATALOGUE, LOYAL ORDER OF ANCIENT SHEPHERDS BANNER. 

      
A feature of all mutual institutions is the concept of reciprocity. Banners informed the 

watching crowds of the benefits of thrift, industry and support of friendly societies 

(Figure 22).  

                                                             
98Peoples History Museum, Manchester, NMLH.1998.26.21  
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99  
 

        FIGURE 22: ANCIENT ORDER OF FORESTERS, COURT QUEENSCLIFF, HESSE STREET, 
QUEENSCLIFF. 

 

Reciprocally, the friendly society could be trusted to be there when needed in 

times of illness, distress and death. The scenes portrayed on the banners implied 

nurturing, goodness, strength as well as emblemic messages that would resonate 

with those who could reciprocate the feelings inherent in those attributes. The 

unfurling of the new banner at the Robert Emmet branch No. 1 of the Irish National 

Foresters in 1896 was an opportunity to ensure all members understood the 

message. The event was reported in the Catholic newspaper, The Advocate, allowing 

a wider readership to feel that they could share what it meant to be a member of that 

friendly society.100 Apart from learning that the banner had been painted by the nuns 

of the faithful Companions of Jesus in Richmond, thereby providing it with reciprocity 

                                                             
99 Queenscliffe Heritage Museum, photographic collection. 

100 Advocate, 21 March 1896, p. 6. 
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with the Church, the banner implored everyone to focus on their Irish roots and the 

fight for Home Rule. On the front of the banner was a uniformed Robert Emmet ‘full 

of life, vigour and promise all of which were sacrificed for his beloved country.’101 

Other symbols took the observer back to Erin – a maid tuning a harp, the Celtic cross 

as well as ‘the monarch of the forest trees, the oak.’102 Here was a friendly society that 

could transport an individual’s imagination back home, that could keep alive the Irish 

passions. On the reverse side, however, an Australian/Irish message filled the canvas 

recognising that the INF understood that they were living in a new home as well as 

being a nod to the nationalism that was sweeping the land prior to Federation. 

Accompanying the Irish forest scene with deer and Irish wolfhounds was an 

Australian forest scene with kangaroo and emu. This was reciprocity unlike most 

friendly society banners. The paschal lamb was missing. The bound bunch of sticks 

signifying unity was not needed here. The beehive for demonstrating industry was 

not required. Robert Emmet, martyred after the 1803 storming of Dublin Castle, 

portrayed what the INF represented and reciprocally energised the onlooker to be 

part of it.103 

 

Rituals, Passwords and Regalia 
 

Rituals were of great significance to friendly societies although they were not 

universally adopted. Some friendly society rituals were not for public consumption 

unlike the processions and public displays of banners for which they were well 

known. Other rituals were closely guarded by the individual friendly societies with 

such activities leading to the pejorative title of secret societies. These private rituals 

and practices may have varied from society to society but there is a common thread 

of activities running through the various institutions. This commonality derives from 

a common background. The influence of the English friendly societies provided a 

                                                             
101 Advocate, 21 March 1896, p. 6. 
102 Advocate, 21 March 1896, p. 6. 
103 Advocate, 21 March 1896, p. 6. 
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heritage that was much loved especially by those members whose membership had 

English antecedents. These English antecedents brought with them the traditions 

associated with friendly societies. These traditions were what Eric Hobsbawm 

described as invented traditions. 104  Given the age of friendly societies being 

appropriately measured from the mid-eighteenth century, it would be expected that 

the traditional practices were relatively new, despite the ancient myths surrounding 

some societies. The use of Robin Hood and Little John by the Foresters is a prime 

example. Despite this heritage, the egalitarian nature of some Victorian friendly 

societies will be seen to have caused them to eschew rituals that were considered 

inappropriate. The ANA eschewed all regalia and ritualistic attitudes from its 

foundation in 1871. Other Victorian societies retained traditional ceremonial 

procedures well into the twentieth century.  

  Rituals complemented those of English heritage: the regalia, the 

demonstrations, the meeting formalities and social standing of the fraternities. For 

many of those watching from the outside, the names Oddfellows, Foresters, 

Rechabites, Druids and Shepherds informed and reinforced the powerful symbols 

associated with tales of ancient mythologies and stories of powerful fraternities and 

guilds. This created one of the aspirational incentives for men who, aside from work 

and religious attendances, may not have had strong connections with the society in 

which they lived. Members had to be invited to their first meeting and after a 

successful proposal they would participate in an initiation ceremony. They would be 

bonded into the society thereby reinforcing the self-regarding nature of the mutual 

obligations to each other member. Initiations were a shared experience. Initiations 

were the first ritual that a new member would experience. 

 

 

 

                                                             
104 Hobsbawm described invented tradition as to ‘mean a set of practices, normally governed by overtly or 
tacitly accepted rules and of a ritual or symbolic nature, which seek to inculcate certain values and norms of 
behaviour by repetition, which automatically implies continuity with the past.’ Eric Hobsbawm, ‘Introduction: 
Inventing traditions’ in Eric Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger (eds.), The Invention of Tradition (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1983), p. 1.  
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Passwords 
 

Passwords were used to identify members and authorised visitors. Friendly societies 

sought to maintain confidentiality in respect of the rituals and activities at meetings. 

Complementing this determination for anonymity, the societies also feared that non-

members and interlopers might impose themselves on the regular meetings and 

otherwise pass themselves off as being entitled to attend activities and obtain benefits 

to which they were not entitled. One way to protect friendly societies from this 

imposition was to use passwords. Passwords could be changed regularly to ensure 

that members travelling away from their home lodges could seek friendship and a 

welcome at another lodge. Additionally, the secret nature of some rituals performed 

at meetings could be preserved. In correspondence dated 14 February 1911 to lodges, 

the Druids Grand Lodge in Melbourne stated that the password for the quarter was 

TSNEJ-OYSE-HSAJU. Additionally, the password for members travelling from Australia 

through England for twelve months commencing February 1910 was QRBBJYAR. For 

those travelling to the United States and Germany for twelve months commencing May 

1910, the password was CEYUCREVGO.105 To the casual observer, this was useless 

information. To the imposter, the challenge was to ascertain the key to unravelling 

these codes. The next level of security was a key to enable the above codes to be 

converted into the final passwords: this was distributed to lodge secretaries as did the 

Druids Supreme Grand Lodge of Australia to the Grand Lodges (Figure 23).  

 

                                                             
105 United Ancient Order of Druids, Geelong Heritage Centre, Minute Book, GRS132/1. 
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106 

                                                    FIGURE 23: DRUIDS, KEY TO THE PASSWORDS. 

              
Given this key to the passwords is dated later than the 1911 passwords, the process 

may not have been changed as regularly as it could have been. Using the key, the 

February 1911 quarter password becomes GUARD YOUR FUNDS, the England 

travellers used WELLDONE and those in the United States and Germany used 

PROSPERITY.  

Two years later a new password was adopted that still used the 1912 key (Figure 24): 

                                                             
106 United Ancient Order of Druids, Geelong Heritage Centre, Minute Book, GRS 132/2. 



142 

 

107 

                                              FIGURE 24: DRUIDS, PASSWORD FOR 1914. 

 

Similarly, MUIOOF utilised a similar password and key code system, noticeably well 

into the twentieth century: this one from 1931(Figure 25): 

108 

                                FIGURE 25: MUIOOF, ALPHA-NUMERIC PASSWORD FOR 1931. 

        
In addition to passwords, another layer of secrecy related to handshakes and 

signs used by friendly society members to identify themselves. A member newly 

initiated into the Order would be required to learn these signs before becoming 

eligible to progress through the instruction Degrees of the Order. Manchester Unity 

members were provided with a handbook that in an early version combined both the 

                                                             
107 United Ancient Order of Druids, Geelong Heritage Centre, Minute Book, GRS 132/2. 

108 Manchester Unity, Australian Unity Archives, Melbourne, loose papers. 
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signs and the coded passwords for the various stages of initiation through to the 

highest level of instruction (Figure 26).  

 

   109 

  FIGURE 26: MANCHESTER UNITY, SIGNS OR HONOURS FOR DEGREES, NINETEENTH CENTURY. 

     
A twentieth century edition of the instructional handbook included Degrees relating 

to progression as an officer of the Order (Figure 27). 

 

                                                             
109 Manchester Unity, Australian Unity Archives, Melbourne, loose papers. 
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     FIGURE 27: MANCHESTER UNITY, SIGNS OR HONOURS FOR DEGREES, TWENTIETH CENTURY. 

 

Another set of signs was called Honours. These, like other signs, were not to be used 

in public and they symbolised the mores and tenets of the Manchester Unity being 

Friendship, Love and Truth (Figure 28).   

 111 

                                          FIGURE 28: MANCHESTER UNITY, HONOURS OF THE ORDER. 

     
   

                                                             
110 Manchester Unity, Australian Unity Archives, Melbourne, loose papers. 

111 Manchester Unity, Australian Unity Archives, Melbourne, loose papers. 
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Regalia 
 

Regalia were a contested aspect of friendly societies. Although regalia provided 

splendour and colour, it was not universally popular with members. Cost and the 

sources of funds to pay for sashes, aprons and other regalia could be borne by 

members or the branch. It was the latter that caused concern. The cost of regalia was 

highlighted to the Commissioners when taking evidence in the 1875 Royal 

Commission. Expenditure on regalia was cited in the Commissioners’ report as an 

example of expenditure that called for stricter supervision of friendly society 

management. 112  The Commissioners had heard evidence of excessive levels of 

expenditure on regalia and sick and funeral funds being used to purchase regalia (as 

well as a myriad of other management expenses). A PAFS member’s evidence stated 

that a loan had been taken out with the Commercial Bank to pay for regalia.113 All this 

despite some of the societies claiming that such expenditures were small. 114  The 

weight of evidence suggested that regalia should be abolished but this did not occur. 

The ANA, founded in 1871 with egalitarian ideals, did not condone regalia under any 

circumstances.  

The right to wear regalia was also contested. At its third meeting on 20 

September 1860, the Foresters, Court Unity in Ballarat debated as to who could wear 

AOF sashes during a procession of friendly societies. The event was to celebrate the 

laying of the Foundation Stone of the Mechanics Hall and for a benefit to be held at 

the Charlie Napier Theatre. Twenty-one new sashes were ordered for the occasion. 

The decision of the meeting allowed fully initiated members to wear sashes. Newly 

accepted members who had not been formally initiated would march unadorned.115 

Those adorned in the colourful sashes made an impression on the crowd. The Ballarat 

                                                             
112 Commission Report, p. xii. 

113 Commission Report, p. 177 

114 Commission Report, Evidence given by H. Vine of the IOOF, 51; S. V. Winter of the St. Patrick’s Society, p. 
186. 

115 Ancient Order of Foresters, NBAC Z193 Box 1, Minute Book, 1860-1863. 
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Star reported that ‘all Ballarat shut up house and shop and turned out in costume to 

honor the occasion…the procession was incomparably the finest that ever turned out 

in Ballarat’116 Thus, it was not just attendance that mattered on these occasions but 

entitlement to wear the correct regalia was important. The usual regalia worn by 

members were collars and sashes adorned with the symbols of rank, names and 

heraldry of the society, and other distinguishing features (Figure 29). These sashes 

and collars were also worn when attending meetings (Figures 30 and 31). Other 

regalia included aprons and badges, the latter being referred to as jewels (Figure 32). 

The photographs of friendly society members kitted out in full regalia are reminiscent 

of Freemasonry with which the friendlies are mistaken. Dennis describes some 

English friendly societies using mourning regalia when attending the funeral of a 

member but there is no evidence of this practice in Victoria.117 Members would be 

simply requested to turn out in regalia. 

 

       118 

          FIGURE 29: MUIOOF LOYAL BALLARAT LODGE, 1916, MEMBERS IN REGALIA. 

                                                             
116 The Star, 29 September 1860, p. 2. 

117 Dennis, Discovering Friendly and Fraternal Societies, p. 41. 

118 Manchester Unity, NBAC, Box Z190, item 133-134. 
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  119  

                                                                           FIGURE 30: MUIOOF APRON. 

        

                          120        

                                                             FIGURE 31: FORESTER SASH WITH JEWELS.            

 

                                                             
119 Manchester Unity, NBAC, loose item, not catalogued. 

120 Author’s photo, private collection. 
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                   121 

                                                          FIGURE 32: FORESTER JEWEL. 

 

 Friendly societies were there for most people who could pay contributions.122 

Men, and later women, aspired to the company of each other as well as the tangible 

financial benefits achieved by combining thrift and mutuality. Traditionally, 

membership of friendly societies has been referenced by scholars for working class 

occupations. This thesis expands this position to conclude that all occupations, 

professional and trade, sought membership of a friendly society. Although some 

societies continued the traditions of English societies in respect of regalia and rituals, 

                                                             
121 Author’s photo, private collection. 

122 Some ethnic minorities would have faced discrimination, see Chapter Four. 
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others evolved without the trappings. Their physical presence is still extant in isolated 

locations but for the most part, they have faded from view. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
 

Connections  
 

This chapter focuses on the connections that existed within the friendly society 

movement. Friendly societies were comprised of members who acted with mutuality 

as a guiding principle. The essence of mutuality is that people develop relationships 

to enable their mutual actions to operate successfully. It is these relationships that 

will be examined in detail. The importance of relationships is that unless they exist 

for the mutual benefit of all parties, the full benefit of co-operative behaviour cannot 

be achieved. I examine the direct relationships that evolve from social differentiation 

within the community. Friendly societies were not homogenous. Members came from 

many social groupings and settings within the community. Simon Cordery argued 

that, within the context of friendly societies, there were principal categories of social 

differentiation being gender, religion and ethnicity. 1  It is the relationships that 

existed within these social differentiations that are examined in this chapter. Cordery 

also argued that class was another a social differentiation. This differentiation of class 

has already been examined in the previous chapter, principally through the 

examination of member occupations.  

 

Female Membership and Female Friendly Societies 
 

As the Female Sex are liable to many Sicknesses, and bodily 

Infirmities, which may render them unable to procure the 

Necessaries of Life by their own Labour and Industry…it is highly 

prudent to provide for the Day of Distress, and truly praise-

worthy to support ourselves without being burthensome to 

                                                             
1 Cordery, British Friendly Societies, 1750-1914, p. 74. 
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others: WE . . . do hereby unite ourselves for the Assistance of 

each other.2 

 

The nineteenth-century population of England witnessed societal changes wrought 

by the industrial revolution and other influences of the Victorian era. The newly 

established colony of Port Phillip was to experience different but equally important 

societal changes. During the period from the 1850s to 1900s there were substantial 

changes in the female population of Victoria and in their occupational activities. 

Population numbers and occupational activities were pivotal to the success of friendly 

societies because a larger population would spread the financial risk associated with 

providing the sickness, medical and funeral benefits. It has already been noted that 

occupational activities of friendly society members and the propensity for certain 

occupations to be more dangerous than others could expose some societies to great 

levels of benefit payments. I will argue that the intersecting developments of female 

population increases after the gold rushes, changes in female work participation rates 

and formative attitudes to female enfranchisement created unique circumstances in 

the development of Victoria’s female friendly societies. 

It was a feature of English friendly societies in the nineteenth century that they 

did not generally admit female members. Such female friendly societies in England 

that were established in this period were done so within the context of changing 

gender relationships and changing occupational activities of members. The 1871 

English Royal Commission into friendly societies classified all societies per the nature 

of their operations. One classification was termed Societies of Females although the 

Commissioners admitted that: 

 

                                                             
2 Rules and Orders of the Female Society, Sun Inn, Cockermouth (1786), Cumbria, cited in Andrea A. Rusnock 
and Vivien E. Dietz. ‘Defining women's health and work: Female friendly societies in England, 1780-
1830’, Journal of Women's History, 24, 1, (2012): 69. 
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Strictly speaking these societies did not form a distinct class of 

their own at all but were simply a group that could be divided 

into as many classes as societies for males; there were female 

versions of affiliated orders, female village and town clubs and 

female burial societies.3  

 

Male prejudice influenced friendly societies in England and mitigated against the 

establishment of female friendly societies. The social attitudes of English nineteenth-

century men and male friendly societies diminished the opportunities for females to 

either be female members of existing societies or to form their own female societies. 

This position was evinced by the nature of benefits available to male members. 

Women were already substantial beneficiaries of male friendly societies given 

the benefits provided to the workingman included his spouse and family. Similarly, 

these spousal and family benefits were a feature of Victorian friendly societies. The 

1875 Royal Commission into Victorian Friendly Societies noted fifteen principal 

societies, most of which automatically recognised that a male member’s wife was 

entitled to receive sickness, medical and funeral benefits. In addition, approximately 

half of the Victorian societies provided benefits for a male member’s second wife and, 

with men generally predeceasing their wives, many societies also allowed widows to 

be beneficiaries of some benefits. By 1876, when the Royal Commission reported to 

the Victorian Parliament, female membership of male societies was a very small 

notation in its accompanying statistical analysis. 4 The ability of a woman to be a 

beneficiary of a male friendly society under the above circumstances usually required 

additional contributions especially for second wives and widows. Consequently, the 

fact remains that many women, who may have contemplated membership of a female 

friendly society, had no imperative to do so. Further, the male members were not 

unanimous in their welcome of females to their ranks.  

Male scepticism and chauvinism were evident in English attitudes and debates 

on the matter. At the 1892 annual English Foresters High Court, the entreaties of the 

                                                             
3 England, Report from the Royal Commission Appointed to Inquire into Friendly and Benefit Building Societies, 
1871-1874. 

4 Commission Report, Appendix E. 
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Permanent Secretary of the Order were ridiculed. He implored that ‘there was no 

doubt a need for such Societies, at all events among the female industrial population’ 

but Brother Pitt from London created laughter in the conference hall. He illustrated 

the complications that female members might cause: 

 

For instance, a rap was heard at the door of the Court Room and 

the Beadle would say, “who’s there”, Bro. Harriet Smith was the 

probable response (laughter). Mr. Smith might be a member of 

one Court while Mrs. Smith belonged to another and it was not 

difficult to see that this might lead to complications (laughter). 

Then with respect to official positions there might be some ladies 

chosen as District Chief Rangers and there would be no reason 

why they should not aspire to the position of High Chief Ranger. 

If the proposition were carried, there would not only be trouble 

in the Order and trouble in the Courts, but trouble at home 

(laughter and tears).5 

 

By the time the English Foresters were struggling with the concept, comical notions 

had already made their way to Melbourne. The Australasian newspaper, reporting on 

English female friendly societies in 1888, picked up on the theme: ‘The Loyal Order of 

Ancient Shepherdesses … must be love of combination indeed which can make a 

woman declare herself an “ancient” shepherdess … the United Ancient Order of 

Female Druids presents an historical problem to the mental vision which is all too 

difficult to solve.’6 

Female friendly societies languished in both England and Victoria. In England, 

male attitudes impacted on activities as benign as attendance at celebratory 

processions. English female friendly societies were not usually invited to participate 

in the ‘ranks of civic processions, a privilege routinely extended to male 

                                                             
5 Audrey Fisk, Female Foresters: A Century of Landmarks (Southampton: Foresters Heritage Trust, 1992), p. 1. 

6 The Australasian, 28 January 1888, p. 9.  
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societies…despite this, women often formed an important part of the audiences at 

such events.’7 If they could process, class distinctions came into play with the female 

friendlies ‘accompanied on their walks by more affluent middle-class women, who 

sponsored these societies as part of their philanthropic activities.’8 

 One issue specific to Victoria further diminished the impetus to establish 

female friendly societies in the first place. The female population of Victoria was small 

when friendly societies were being established in the colony. This situation, combined 

with the fact that the ratio of females to males in Victoria was much less than in 

England, ensured that the need for assistance was greatly reduced and, more 

importantly, the viability of female societies would have been problematic due to the 

small population through which the financial risk could be spread. In nineteenth-

century England, a demographically mature nation, there was a balance between the 

male and female populations. The English ratio of females to males was relatively 

constant through the nineteenth and twentieth centuries (Table 11). 

  9   

   TABLE 11: RATIO OF FEMALES TO MALES, ENGLAND. 

 

                                                             
7  Simon Morgan, A Victorian Woman’s Place: Public Culture in the Nineteenth Century (London: Tauris 
Academic Studies, 2007), p. 161. 

8 Morgan, A Victorian Woman’s Place, p. 169. 

9 GB Historical GIS / University of Portsmouth, England through time | Population Statistics | Males & amp; 
Females, A Vision of Britain through Time, 
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10061325/cube/GENDER, website, accessed 14 August 2014. 

http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10061325/cube/GENDER
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10061325/cube/GENDER
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The picture in Victoria was materially different from the English one. In Victoria, there 

was a numeric imbalance between males and females (Table 12). 

  

10  

    TABLE 12: RATIO OF FEMALES TO MALES, VICTORIA.                               

 

The future site of Melbourne was first settled by Europeans in 1835 and was 

predominantly a male society. The first population census of the Port Phillip District 

taken in May 1836 recorded 142 males and 35 females.11 It was not until 1851 that 

the first official census was taken in Victoria. Although there were then 148 males for 

every 100 females, the ratio was to substantially skew of favour of males during the 

succeeding years of the gold rushes. Within two years it was to be nearly 193 to 100 

in favour of the male population and it was not until the early twentieth century that 

the Victorian gender ratio was to approximate the English statistics.  

Patricia Grimshaw’s analysis of the nineteenth century highlighted that, apart 

from the emigration of single women to the colonies, the colonial-born population 

‘constituted 53 per cent of the white population in 1871 … by 1891 the ratio was 119 

                                                             
10 Commonwealth of Australia, Australian Bureau of Statistics, 3105.0.65.001 Australian Historical Population 
Statistics, 2008, Table 1.9. 

11 Susan Priestley, Making Their Mark: The Victorians (McMahons Point, N.S.W.: Fairfax, Syme & Weldon 
Associates, 1984), p. 349. 
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to 100.’12 These references to 1871 and 1891 are significant because they will be seen 

to be the periods during which the first female society was formed in Australia 

(Alexandra Tent, No. 1 of the Independent Order of Rechabites, Albert District, South 

Australia in 1865). 13 The 1890s was the decade during which societies debated the 

merits of female benefit clubs.  

Other factors also influenced female participation in the friendly society 

movement. As well as cultural and demographic considerations, there were also the 

more pragmatic issues of who could afford to pay the contributions and the perceived 

risks associated with insuring females. Housewives had no income against which they 

could insure for sick pay and, like some men, women in menial roles could not have 

afforded to maintain the fortnightly contributions. Gosden reflected that the 

nineteenth century was one of large families and frequent pregnancies that would 

mean ‘the economic cost of sickness insurance for a married woman was apt to be 

high.’ 14  Complicating the cost factor even further was the fragile nature of the 

working-class households in the towns and rural communities across both England 

and Victoria. This revolved around the important consideration of the stability of 

employment of both the husband and wife. If the husband were out of work and on a 

sick benefit from his friendly society, the wife’s earnings would have been vital for the 

maintenance of the family and home. The wife’s membership may have become 

unfinancial at such a time and she would lose the benefit of all previous contributions 

made to her society. This nexus between employment and friendly society 

membership is a constant tension found in friendly society research - membership 

could not be maintained without employment. Despite these concerns the notion of 

female friendly societies gradually took hold in Australia, although initially, the 

concept of a female friendly society had been used in another context. The term 

friendly society was also used in conjunction with female benevolent organisations. 

                                                             
12 Patricia Grimshaw, Marilyn Lake, Ann McGrath, Marian Quartly, Creating a Nation (Ringwood, Vic.: Penguin 
Books, 1994, edition 1996), p. 116. 

13 South Australian Register 23 October 1891, p. 6. 

14 Gosden, The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875, p. 61. 

 



157 

 

The Female Friendly Society established in 1826 in Sydney by Eliza Darling, 

wife of Governor Darling, was open to females of good character, between the ages of 

fourteen and fifty. Green and Cromwell found that the Female Friendly Society was 

not a friendly society in the sense of a self-help mutual aid organisation. It was rather 

a charitable society run by its honorary members, who were defined in the rules as 

‘persons desirous of promoting the institution without deriving any benefit 

therefrom.’15 This type of benevolent society was also found in Victoria. The Victoria 

Female Friendly Society had similar objects to the Sydney-based Female Friendly 

Society. It also did not have the characteristics of a self-help, mutual benefit fraternal 

society. On 30 January 1851, the first meeting of the Victoria Female Friendly Society 

was held in the Mechanics’ Institute Hall in Melbourne. This society had Charles La 

Trobe, Superintendent of the Port Philip District of New South Wales as its Patron and 

President. Under the chairmanship of the Mayor of the Corporation of Melbourne with 

secretary William F. Stawell (later the Chief Justice of Victoria), the objects of this 

society were outlined at the meeting. Stawell announced ‘First, it is advisable to 

establish the Victoria Friendly Home…for the reception of any females of respectable 

character who require a temporary home. Another of the objects of the society is 

stated to be, to co-operate with kindred societies for the furtherance of female 

emigration to this district.’16 It would be nearly forty years before the characteristics 

of male friendly societies would be widely seen in female friendly societies operating 

in Victoria. 

The Ancient Order of Foresters in England reached a momentous decision at 

the 1892 Ipswich High Court Meeting (the supreme council of the worldwide society), 

whereat it authorised female courts to be formed in the United Kingdom only. The 

production of the 1897 and 1899 English membership certificates embraced the 

Ipswich decision. Maid Marion and Robin Hood now replaced the two traditional 

supporters on the Foresters’ coat of arms, traditionally described as Robin Hood and 

Little John. Although this move was in tune with calls for female enfranchisement and 

other social aspirations, the move was still problematic for friendly societies. 

Importantly, there was a lack of actuarial information of female sickness experience, 

                                                             
15 Green and Cromwell, Mutual Aid or Welfare State, p. 23. 

16 Argus, 1 February 1851, p. 2. 
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and there was no sound basis for creating viable tables of contributions and benefits 

for female members. Whether from lack of interest or lack of encouragement, 

membership lagged and by 1911 female membership of the Foresters in England was 

just one percent, some 8,000 female members (including those in mixed courts) out 

of 610,000. A fresh impetus came with the introduction of Prime Minister Lloyd 

George’s National Insurance scheme, some female Courts being established to handle 

the new arrangement.17 In Victoria, the decisions taken in England and the slow take-

up of the concept would have been read by members in the Foresters Miscellany, the 

official monthly journal published in England and distributed to Districts throughout 

the world. Antipodean AOF courts were to observe the English decision for almost a 

decade before seeking the required dispensation from England to form female courts. 

In the year of Queen Victoria’s death, the Foresters in Victoria, having debated 

the matter previously, opened the first female friendly society on 14 June 1901, 

named Court Melbourne. Unlike the masculine names of male courts that referenced 

the legend of Robin Hood (Friar Tuck, Star of the Forest, Robin Hood, Sherwood 

Forest) or the practical locational identifiers (Camberwell, Gisborne, Tarnagulla), the 

female Courts frequently recognised women-hood (Lady Hopetoun, Duchess of York, 

Princess of Wales, Concordia, Princess May) as well as their locational links (Carlton, 

Auburn, Oakleigh). But change was not without its tensions. Male members of the 

Order had not been as welcoming as the authorities had been hoping. A report on 

female courts, tabled at the Foresters United Melbourne District meeting in October 

1901, commented on ‘a large majority of our brethren whom we hope will assist not 

to raise up additional barriers between the District and Female Courts, but will rather 

assist in removing any obstacles that are likely to prevent the success of our sisters.’18 

Success came slowly and by 31 December 1906 there were 12 female Courts with 372 

members of an average age of 24 ½ years.19 Females associated with other Victorian 

                                                             
17  Ancient Order of Foresters Heritage Trust, http://www.aoforestersheritage.com/Certificates.html, 
website, accessed 19 June 2014. 

18 Ancient Order of Foresters, United Melbourne District, Minutes of the District Meeting on 25 October 1901. 

19 Ancient Order of Foresters, United Melbourne District, Minutes of the District Meeting on 31 January 1907. 
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friendly societies were hearing the voices of these women Foresters although the men 

may have been still a little hard of hearing. 

The 1901 Victorian Annual Moveable Conference (AMC) of the Manchester 

Unity adopted a resolution from the Ballarat District to provide for the establishment 

of lodges for females.20 Manchester Unity men created an even greater set of barriers 

than those put in place by male Foresters. The appointed sub-committee’s report on 

the matter was deferred to the 1903 AMC at which time it was removed from the 

agenda. Female membership remained off the agenda for a generation. Perhaps the 

lack of support for women in the Manchester Unity can best be illustrated by John 

Howlett Ross’ history of that order published in 1911 wherein there is no mention of 

the matter of female membership. During the years when the issue was initially 

placed on the AMC agenda and then deferred, Howlett Ross noted that ‘nothing of 

importance’ occurred and they were ‘uneventful years.’ 21  Unsuccessfully the 

Collingwood District tried again at the 1922 AMC to move for the admission of 

women. By 1924, a success of sorts was achieved when the Victorian rules were 

amended to allow for mixed lodges. However, the men continued to scrutinise the 

performance of female members. The ladies appear to have surprised the men that 

they had the skills to be members. Charles Watt and William Walmsley wrote: 

 

Our sisters have proved of excellent service to the Order. Many 

have taken a prominent part, not only in social activities, but also 

in the conduct of their Lodges. An example of their efficiency as 

Lodge Officers was demonstrated at the time of the A.M.C. of 

1931 held at Daylesford. Two local Lodges arranged to hold a 

combined meeting, the conduct of which was entrusted to a team 

of eight sisters of the Loyal Strathlodden Lodge. Five candidates 

were presented for initiation; the ceremony being carried out in 

an exemplary manner and without reference to Lodge ritual 

                                                             
20 Charles I. Watt and William L. Walmsley, A History of the Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows 
in Victoria Friendly Society 1840-1971 (Melbourne: G.M. and Board of Directory, 1972), p. 44. 

21 Ross, A History of the Manchester Unity, p. 88. 
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books. A number of Lodges have appointed efficient secretaries 

from the ranks of their female members.22 

 

Obviously social activities were an important feature of friendly society life, but it was 

important that the reader knew that women could learn their lines flawlessly given 

the importance of initiation rituals in the life of the societies.  

 No less flawless were the women of the Protestant Alliance Friendly Society 

Physical Culture Club. Their routines were greatly appreciated as they ‘went through 

a series of wand exercises, dumb-bell practices, and marching, the graceful steps of 

the latter being much admired.’23 The benefits were not simply aesthetic. Late in 

1912, the PAFS former Grand Master Ferguson wrote ‘Some of the (female) members, 

on joining, had complaints which required medical attention, but on persevering with 

the exercises the trouble soon disappeared and the members who thus suffered are 

now perfectly cured.’24 Similarly to other societies, the PAFS discussions in respect of 

female membership had taken place in the late 1890s with the first PAFS Lodge, Loyal 

White Rose No.1, opening on 16 August 1901. Another Lodge had been planned to 

open earlier but the matter of finances had been an impediment. Contribution rates 

paid by members to friendly societies was always a constant concern – would there 

be enough funds to pay the promised benefits of which medical attendance was a 

major benefit utilised by female members. The PAFS Grand Secretary, Bro. Ted 

Moulton and the Grand Master, Bro. John Callaghan sought the advice of the 

Government Actuary in respect of contribution rates and rules and decided to use the 

Australasian Women’s Association guidelines.25  

The matter of females having higher sickness and medical expenses was a 

constant worry. From the Lodge doctor’s point of view, adopting the standard fixed 

fee-per-member contract with a friendly society provided a guaranteed income. 

However, the ‘cost’ may have been too high (alternatively the return too low) when 

                                                             
22 Watt and Walmsley. A History of the Manchester Unity, p. 44. 

23 Brian F. Stevenson, Stand Fast Together: A History of the Protestant Alliance Friendly Society of Victoria 
(Brisbane: Boolarong Press with the Protestant Alliance Fraternal Society, 1996), p. 101. 

24 Stevenson, Stand Fast Together, p. 102. 

25 Stevenson, Stand Fast Together, p. 81. 
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considering the number of hours taken to handle all the patients in a year. Early in 

1901 a male lodge, PAFS Lodge Cosmopolitan No.2, sought to sponsor a female lodge 

in which member contributions would be reduced in view of female wages being less 

than a male wage. The Lodge Surgeons would not accept the on-going consequence 

being a reduction in their annual capitation fee. The matter was deferred, and the 

lodge did not open.26 If the doctors had their concerns, the morals of workingwomen 

also gave cause for concern. 

 It was a tenet of all friendly societies that members had to be of good character, 

a factor that impacted on the opening of female branches. Friendly societies were 

guardians of good morals, so said Samuel Thomas Davies, as he thundered to the Loyal 

Guithavon Lodge, Essex, in 1858. He stridently expressed the views of all god-fearing 

friendly societies: ‘Sobriety, Morality, our duty to our neighbour, and our duty to God, 

are inculcated in our laws and in our initiation charge; and the infraction of any of 

these are punished either by fine or expulsion. These principles are not mere words.’27 

No wonder there was great consternation at the PAFS St Kilda Lodge in 1906 when 

correspondence was received impugning the character of a former female office 

bearer in the lodge. The Grand Master, following up previous murmurings, consulted 

the police to learn that ‘the rumours were true…given the involvement of the police 

and St Kilda’s long-term reputation as a red-light district, strong and unfortunate 

inferences could be drawn.’ Despite a lack of hard evidence, the Society’s reputation 

was saved from scandal. Bro. Callaghan reported to the Grand Council that expulsion 

was achieved through the ‘questionable lady’ being discovered to be unfinancial.28 

 Religious matters were also close to the heart of PAFS given sectarianism was 

formative to the PAFS story and female lodges were caught up in sectarian tension. 

An anecdotal version of the formation of PAFS has Protestants watching a St Patrick’s 

Day Parade in Ballarat at which the Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society 

first unfurled their processional banners. The Protestant spectators, noting the 

                                                             
26 Stevenson, Stand Fast Together, p. 82. 

27 Samuel Thomas Davies, (Ed.) Odd Fellowship: Its History, Constitution, Principles and Finances (Witham, 
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exclusively Roman Catholic flavour of this new society, determined on the formation 

of a friendly society that also had religious faith as a basis. Brian Stevenson’s research 

casts doubt on this version of the story, but he acknowledges the tension between the 

Protestants and the Catholics.29 In the instance of the opening of the second PAFS 

female lodge, Loyal Violet No. 2, South Melbourne, the appointment of a Catholic 

doctor to attend the women was rumoured. ‘One local medico, Dr Kitchen, wrote to 

the executive complaining about the appointment… (only to be told) the lodge had 

already decided not to engage the service of the practitioner in question.’ 30 

Fortunately the sectarian divide was not a feature of most friendly societies, but the 

place of women continued to be contested.  

Complementing the good character of women was the role of nineteenth-

century women in the temperance movement. A distinguishing feature of some 

Victorian friendly societies was their attitude to the consumption of alcohol. There 

emerged a group of friendly societies that enforced sobriety and abstention. The 

societies that sought a sober membership were the Rechabites, and the Order of the 

Sons of Temperance. Both provided women with membership opportunities either as 

members of mixed branches or as members of female only branches. The OST female 

members paraded under banners as Daughters of Temperance although the male 

Victorian Registrar of Friendly Societies, while recognising the names, registered 

them as female branches of the male-orientated OST. The voice and role of women in 

the temperance movement during the second half of the nineteenth century has been 

well researched by scholars. It was not just a phenomenon in the colony of Victoria, 

but the temperance movement of that era impacted all of Australia and many nations 

worldwide. 31  It was the strength of the female presence and influence in the 

temperance movement that caused the temperance-orientated friendly societies to 

adopt female membership much earlier than the non-temperance societies. 

                                                             
29 Stevenson, Stand Fast Together, p. 12. 

30 Stevenson, Stand Fast Together, p. 105. 

31 For detailed references to Victorian temperance friendly societies, see Ann M. Mitchell, Temperance and the 
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Perhaps the most unexpected place of contestation in respect of female 

membership was in the most uniquely Australian friendly society, the Australian 

Natives’ Association. The ANA with its concern for the Australian-born, Australian 

interests and its vision of a country united by Federation, attracted men with a sense 

of Australian destiny, many of whom rose to prominent positions in the new nation. 

The ANA took a strong stand on matters of national importance soon after its 

inception. Having commenced life as the Victorian Natives’ Association in April 1871, 

a more national Australian focus was achieved in 1872 through eligibility for 

membership being extended to all Australian-born men and a name change to the 

Australian Natives’ Association. The achievement of Federation and an Australian 

nation became Association policy in the early 1880s.32 Many of the proposals put 

forward at an ANA inter-colonial conference in 1890 were embodied in the Federal 

Constitution. Brian Fitzpatrick described the leadership of the ANA as ‘nation makers’ 

when he documents the visionary efforts of Sir Alexander Peacock, James Hume Cook, 

Alfred Deakin, Sir George Turner and Sir Isaac Isaacs – all influential members of the 

ANA and the Federation movement.33 

 During the period 1871 to 1901, as well as supporting Federation, the ANA 

championed its egalitarian nature with Rule 45 of the Association banning any 

member from discussing religion at meetings and it was unique among friendly 

societies by banning all symbols and regalia that were otherwise worn by members 

of friendly societies rooted in English traditions of secret passwords, handshakes and 

arcane rituals.34 This was a friendly society for a new young nation. Paradoxically, this 

was a new nation in which women were already making political decisions having 

been enfranchised in South Australia in 1894 with their vote first used in 1896. 

Although the Federal franchise would not be achieved until 1902 and in other states 

soon after, women’s participation in the nation’s affairs was firmly on the national 

agenda at the time of Federation but not in the affairs of a principal supporter, the 

ANA. The ANA reflected ‘The Coming Man’, that figure of Australian masculinity that 
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Richard White described in terms of whiteness, action, war tested manhood and 

sexism wherein ‘women were excluded from the image of ‘The Coming man’, and so 

were generally excluded from the image of the Australian ‘type’ as well.’35  

It is when the reader reflects on Brian Fitzpatrick’s history of the ANA that it 

is apparent that something extraordinary did not occur in the first ninety years to 

1961 of the ANA. There are no women members of the ANA recorded although they 

assisted with the running of ANA functions. A close reading of Fitzpatrick’s narrative 

reveals that women played no substantive role in its existence to that date and women 

did not gain membership of the ANA until 1964. Although not accepting women, the 

ANA did debate the matter during the years 1896 to 1900 having noted that there was 

a steady increase in the number of women breadwinners with the number of women 

working in Victoria factories increasing from 8,320 in 1891 to 14,147 in 1898. The 

number of Australian-born females in Victoria between the ages of 16 and 41 being 

190,000 by 1899. The ANA Board recommended the establishment of a female 

friendly society, the Australasian Women’s Association. 36  Thomas Burke, Vice-

president of the ANA but later well known as a major benefactor to the Victorian 

Catholic Church and Xavier College, tirelessly promoted the AWA including at Geelong 

after an ANA annual conference. Reported in the Geelong Advertiser, Burke noted that 

the new female association would be totally independent of the ANA.  

Burke’s speech can be seen to reference that constant concern of friendly 

societies being the nexus of employment and friendly society membership. Noting 

that Geelong as a manufacturing centre was bound to greatly develop under 

Federation, he advised the meeting that contributions would be in the range of 8d to 

11d per week, benefits in the form of sick pay would be 10s for the first fifteen weeks 

and 5s for the subsequent fifteen weeks with 2s 6d paid weekly for permanent 

disability.37 In other words, here was an opportunity to create a viable branch of the 

Australian Women’s Association with, firstly, employment opportunities generated 

by the growth of Geelong and, secondly, employed females who would be able to see 
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the benefit of contributing premiums to protect their future as wage earners. This 

after all was the core raison d’etre of the friendly society movement.  

Like other friendly societies, development of the mind and body was also 

important to the AWA of which debating would regularly feature. After Federation 

but during the debate on the enfranchisement of women, the AWA Footscray branch 

considered the question ‘Should Australasian Women take part in the Politics of the 

Commonwealth?’ The negative voice was male, a Mr. Brennan. He argued that 

ignorance in politics was an evil that would be perpetuated by women voters, that 

women would vote purely on the personality of the candidate and they would be less 

likely to know the result of injudicious legislation. Further, women had not expressed 

a desire to have the vote. The local Footscray newspaper, the Independent did not 

record the audience response or the result of the debate. The speaker in the 

affirmative was perhaps less than convincing with the reported conclusion ‘The 

daughters were surely the children of Australia as well as the sons, and that being so 

why should they be deprived of a right that was extended to the men irrespective of 

whether they were ignorant or otherwise?38 The AWA also participated in all matters 

of women’s interest. This was not just a politically orientated self-help mutual 

organisation, but it advocated reform for the role of the women in Australian society. 

 Younger women drove this reform, a demographic confirmed in the 

photograph of the 1901 first Board of Directors of the AWA that comprised nine 

unmarried women and only two married women.39 Societal reform occurred in many 

aspects of women’s lives including domestic duties, industrial occupations and health 

welfare. The AWA strove to be part of reform movements taken up by this new society 

in the new nation. Elizabeth Cantor elected President of the AWA in 1911 was also 

president of the Collingwood branch of the Australian Institute of Domestic Economy 

and induced women to be members of both organisations. The Weekly Times 

reporting that her association with the AWA brought her into an ‘intimate 

relationship’ with women seeking to learn about the new technologies in the home. 

The first public demonstration of cooking by electricity took place at the Prahran 
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Town Hall under the sponsorship of the Australian Institute of Domestic Economy in 

June 1914.40 It is not recorded if Mrs. Cantor watched the unique demonstration but 

the association of the ‘new technology’ with the AWA placed the friendly society in 

the foreground of the new twentieth-century woman. Florence Shadbolt received 

publicity for both being a member of the AWA and being the only female name on the 

list of successful examinees for a certificate as a boiler attendant in the examinations 

of factory and mining engine drivers. Florence was described as a progressive woman 

and a laundry specialist in an industry full of promise to the enterprising woman.41  

This publicity, only a few weeks before the outbreak of World War One and 

during a period of heightened community tensions concerning the coming storm, was 

almost prescient in the call which would be made to women during future industrial 

manpower shortages. Women were referenced into an industrial space, not just any 

industry but a space being one of promise and enterprise, no less a call to arms than 

men would face in a few short weeks. In 1915, under the topic To Be Or Not To Be: Sex 

Education, the Victorian Council of Sex Hygiene and Morality noted the affiliation of 

many women’s societies including the AWA and the Rechabites, the latter friendly 

society having female members. 42  With popular press reporting that venereal 

diseases affected 13% of the Melbourne population and syphilis having been made a 

reportable disease in Melbourne in 1910.43 The new twentieth-century woman was 

being drawn into the debate and being made part of the solution process. The AWA in 

its activities became an agent for change by empowering women. Not just by 

encouraging the friendly society objectives of thrift and self-help – the AWA 

empowered women to observe the whole nature of participation in a nation and its 

communities. Some women might just be homemakers, mothers and tied to the 

laundry copper but irrespective of those roles, there was an accountability 

encouraged by the AWA to become participants in the new technologies, industry and 

the future health and wealth of the nation.  
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By the end of 1914, with World War 1 having recently commenced, there were 

12,372 female members (7.75%) compared with 147,369 male members (92.25%) of 

friendly societies. By 1916 the male memberships had decreased to 145,040 

(91.86%) and female memberships increased to 12,849 (8.14%). At that time, the 

only fully autonomous female friendly society recognised by the authorities was the 

AWA with all other women’s societies being classed as affiliated with male societies. 

The AWA was the largest women’s society with a membership of 3,571 in 1914 and 

3,713 in 1916 representing 28.9% and 28.9% of total female friendly society 

memberships.44 

At the end of 1920, there were 160 female branches from the nine affiliated 

societies and the AWA (Tables 13 and 14)45: 

 

 

                                             TABLE 13: FEMALE FRIENDLY SOCIETIES, 1920. 
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                 TABLE 14: FEMALE MEMBERSHIP BY FRIENDLY SOCIETY, 1920. 

 

But, overall membership numbers remained small in relation to overall friendly 

society memberships. 

 

Religion and Ethnicity 
 
Sectarian Divide 
 

The issues of sectarianism and religious intolerance were apparent in some Victorian 

friendly societies. This was unlike English friendly societies in which sectarian and 

religious antipathies did not feature in any material way. Further, it is apparent that 

sectarian tensions were not translocated to Victoria within friendly societies 

themselves. However, Victorian friendly societies were unable to avoid being 

embroiled in community-wide sectarian conflict. The attitudes of the antipodean 

friendly societies reflected the broader societal attitudes that swirled around them. 

Thus, in Australia, especially in Victoria, sectarianism and religious antipathy featured 

prominently in the formation of two major friendly societies and to a lesser extent in 

minor societies. 

SOCIETY MEMBERS
AWA 2,630
Druids 849
Foresters 553

31
2,076

INF 400
IOOF 490
PAFS 1,230

1,376
59

Female membership 9,694

133,327
Total membership 143,021

6.78%Female % of total membership

Foresters Bendigo
Hibernians

Rechabites
St Patricks

Male membership
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 The English friendly society historiography provides so little evidence of the 

Catholic and Protestant divide that it was apparently of no material consequence. 

Gosden only makes a singular passing reference to a United Order of Catholic Brethren 

with members in Preston and Blackburn but then doubts that it was a friendly society. 

Gosden does not mention sectarianism but rather couches the matter in terms of 

politics – ‘the friendly society movement generally avoided entanglement in party 

politics.’ He saw the Orangemen Lodges (they were not friendly societies) as owing 

‘their existence to political issues.’46 Similarly to the United Order of Catholic Brethren, 

the Orangemen did not create friendly societies within the definition of this thesis. 

There may have had principles of mutuality but not in the social and financial 

methodology of a friendly society. This style of operation of the Orange lodges in 

Britain would be replicated in Australia with the Orange lodges in Victoria also not 

being friendly societies. Cordery similarly saw the catholic question in passing 

although he did note religion as being a variable in the development of friendly 

societies. As well as noting the threat of the Protestant hegemony, Cordery references 

the preservation of native languages as being a factor in the creation of catholic 

friendly societies.47 That having been said, Cordery does not document one major 

friendly society in Britain that has Catholic principles as a raison d’etre.  

In Victoria, sectarianism and religious antipathy was a divisive feature in 

nineteenth-century society. It rose and fell like ocean waves sweeping through the 

decades. Ken Inglis’s exploration of Australian social history from European 

settlement to 1870 noted that by the latter date ‘colonists found much cause for pride 

in what they had made’.48 However, his chapters on the Sabbath, St. Patrick’s Day and 

Christmas temper this observation. Inglis leaves the reader under no misapprehension 

that government, the public service, education and many other facets of society were 

split between Irish Catholics, English Protestants and Welsh and Scottish Non-

Conformists. St. Patrick’s Day in Victoria would be a public holiday depending on 
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which sect held sway in the halls of government.49 Similar sectarian observations are 

made by Blainey when he stated, ‘churches preached bigotry as well as friendship… in 

part it was Ireland versus The Rest.’50 What occurred in Victorian friendly societies 

was unlike any British precedents. The prejudices found in the Victorian community 

became the fodder that fed the development of homegrown, sectarian-based friendly 

societies.  

Unlike the formation of other major friendly societies, the Hibernian 

Australasian Catholic Benefit Society (HACBS) was created in 1871 from an amalgam 

of four distinct Catholic friendly societies: the St Patrick’s Society (SPS), the Irish 

Australian Catholic Benefit Society (IACBS), the Hibernian Benefit Society (HBS) and 

the Albury Catholic Benefit Society (Table 15). The St Patrick’s Society had the oldest 

lineage having as its earliest antecedent the Melbourne St Patrick’s Society formed in 

1842. This society enlarged to several branches, all of which except the Geelong branch 

voted to join the HACBS. The IACBS, formed in 1870, had as its antecedents the St 

Francis’ Young Men’s Society, ultimately becoming the St Francis’ Benefit Society with 

friendly society style rules governing the body. The St. Francis’ Benefit Society 

established six branches prior to the 1871 amalgamation being in Melbourne, 

Sandhurst, St Kilda, Kyneton, Collingwood and Hotham (North Melbourne). John 

Howard describes the creation of the society being questioned by outsiders as to how 

benefits could be payable if funds had not built up. Many members of the Catholic 

Young Men’s Society refused to join the fledgling organisation. Also, to make 

membership more recognisable to the wider Catholic community, the name was 

changed to the Irish Australian Catholic Benefit Society.51  

The HBS, previously the Ballarat Hibernian Society was the primary motivator 

in the creation of HACBS. It was the initiative taken by HBS that gives rise to Ballarat 
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being the spiritual home of HACBS although its central administration was in 

Melbourne. 52 

 

 

       TABLE 15: FLOWCHART OF PREDECESSOR SOCIETIES, HACBS, 1871. 

      

Countering this Irish Catholic influence, in 1868 the Protestant Alliance 

Friendly Society had been formed with branches to extend across Victoria during the 

1870s. Such was the antipathy during these years, a staunch Catholic District Secretary 

wrote of the newly formed HACBS: 

                                                             
52 Mary Denise Sweeney, The Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society: Brisbane Branches 1879-1906: A 
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form the Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society. 
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It attracted the jealousy of certain sections of the community, 

and counter demonstrations were held; St. Andrew’s and the 

Protestant Alliance Friendly Societies were registered. The 

first united procession (of HACBS) with the St. Patrick’s 

Society through the principal streets of Melbourne so 

intensified this feeling that St. Andrew’s started a procession 

on the anniversary of their patron saint.53 

 

Embracing hyperbole, John Howard also described a procession by the Protestant 

Alliance Friendly Society as: 

 

The most amusing display I have seen in the streets of 

Melbourne…a black-fellow was given the post of honour as 

marshal, on the Queen’s birthday, not mounted like those of St. 

Patrick’s Day; he was driving “Irish tandem,” “one step before the 

other,” “on Shank’s mare,” the better to enable him to wield a 

ponderous naked sword, and to perform sundry evolutions.54 

 

The story of PAFS during its early years 1868 to 1880 was one of turmoil, bigotry, 

fraud and opportunism. Brian Stevenson’s authoritative history of the order in Victoria 

titled his chapter documenting the period ‘Turbulent Times’. 55  Initially called the 

Protestant Alliance Friendly Society of Victoria, by 1873 the word Victoria was altered 

to Australasia to reflect the expansion into Queensland and New Zealand. Despite the 

name reflecting a grander presence, the reality was less imposing.  
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The evidence given by the first Grand Master, Richard Baker, and the Grand 

Secretary, Henry Jenkins, to the 1875 Royal Commission into friendly societies reveals 

difficult times. Only one branch was formed in the first three years. By 1875 there were 

twenty-four registered branches in Victoria with nine branches spread through 

Tasmania, Queensland and New Zealand.56 However, during that time five branches 

closed. Finances also were under scrutiny. When the Royal Commissioners so strongly 

cross-examined Henry Jenkins about the finances, he was forced to respond ‘I am sorry 

these questions have not been submitted to me. I have not the opportunity of 

answering them explicitly, for my memory is not of the very best.’ 57  The 

Commissioners found the funeral funds being used for ‘incidental purposes’ with 

secretarial and travel expenses also queried. Loans had been made that could not be 

adequately explained. Perhaps the most prescient question from the Commissioners 

was when Jenkins was asked if there were any cases of defalcation. Only one, he 

replied, and that was for an insignificant amount. 58  They had asked the wrong 

question. Within eight weeks, Jenkins was missing, never to be found. Also missing was 

£264. Not the first defalcation in the Society, not the last, but one that placed the 

Society ‘in deep jeopardy, both about financial matters and in public opinion.’59  

Within three years the replacement Grand Secretary, William C Byass was also 

in the sights of the auditors. This time it was difficult to distinguish between fraud and 

incompetency but irrespective, the deficiency was £237/1/3. With the PAFS Council 

being unexpectedly lenient, Byass was permitted to repay the sum and avoided jail. 

Stevenson records the speculations of a member wherein Bro. James Vallins rued the 

events:  

 

Had there been ordinary business ability and honest 

management displayed by the ones in power in those days, 

our members today would have been counted in thousands, 
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instead of paltry hundreds… other societies have stepped in, 

notably the ANA… and secured hundreds of Protestants that 

should have been in our ranks today… we have been heavily 

handicapped by the actions of our predecessors.60 

 

The ructions caused by the Jenkins fraud and the associated calls for financial 

accountability went unfulfilled. In the meantime, branches in the Ballarat area heavily 

criticised the Melbourne-based administration. The Melbourne-based Council was 

incensed at the criticisms. Five branches in the Ballarat region were expelled with four 

hundred members lost. A Ballarat-centred break away society was registered in 1876 

as the Protestant Mutual Benefit Society and three branches formed in 1879. Although 

the schism and complaints were largely isolated to one district, PAFS needed to restore 

its reputation. This process was largely completed in the years 1900-1914 during what 

Stevenson called the ‘Golden Years’.61  

 Protection of financial assets, while always a prudent matter in any business, 

remained a constant for PAFS Victoria. One suggestion was to centralise all sick pay 

and funeral benefits funds. Branch opposition was to be expected given the relatively 

autonomous relationships local friendly societies of all colours traditionally had with 

their central administrations. The arguments in favour of centralisation included 

better quality auditing of records, more professional oversight of investments, doing 

away with the need for clearance certificates and protection of members from branch 

insolvencies. Many local branches objected, fearing that their branch Management 

Funds would be swept up in a takeover. Consolidation of funds was achieved in 1910. 

The swelling coffers provided such financial strength to PAFS that it became regarded 

as a major and influential friendly society. Perhaps the crowning achievement in the 

resurrection process was the election in 1911 of the Grand Secretary, Bro. John 

Callaghan as President of the Friendly Societies Association. It was this body, 

representing all friendly societies, which took on the doctors in the Battle of the 
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Clubs.62 However prestigious the position may have been, he undertook the role in the 

sunset years of the influence held by friendly societies. Having witnessed the lengthy 

and tiring negotiations before and after the Wasley Royal Commission into the 

contract with the medical profession, Callaghan knew time was up. 63 After noting 

several societies accepting the doctors’ demands, Callaghan suggested that the PAFS 

‘make some move in the matter’. In July 1920, PAFS acquiesced thereby handing the 

doctors another nail in the coffin - the former powers that friendly societies held over 

doctors was dead and buried.  

Sectarian tensions were to last for many years. In the first decade of the 

twentieth century, PAFS branches continued to investigate the parentage and marital 

status of prospective members. A staunch Protestant but born of Catholic parents was 

refused membership in 1908. In 1910 a woman, whose Protestant father was 

remarried to a Catholic wife, was given the benefit of the doubt as to her Protestant 

allegiance and allowed to join PAFS.64 The 1910 Coronation Oath taken by King George 

V was a catalyst to maintain the antipathies. A proposal to include Catholics in the Oath 

reached across the oceans with the Victorian PAFS executive being notified of 

correspondence from their British affiliated society to Prime Minister Asquith. The 

Oath, which had traditionally referenced the ‘superstitious and idolatrous’ nature of 

some Catholic religious principles, was not to be tampered with in any way.65 However, 

the King insisted on the changes. Although becoming out of step with more modern 

attitudes, PAFS continued the fight with their 1913 support of an anti-Home Rule 

Ulster Defence Fund.66 Unfortunately, fighting of greater magnitude overwhelmed the 

nation the following year.  
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World War One, although impacting on Australian Protestants and Catholics 

alike, was a period of continued antipathy. This was especially evident during the 

conscription debates and referenda in Australia of 1916 and 1917, as discussed in 

Chapter Seven. The reading of the Stevenson’s PAFS history notes fewer references to 

sectarian matters after World War One. Stevenson records the 1936 Worshipful Grand 

Master Bro. James Ferguson being ‘a man out of his time’ about his Anti-Catholic 

attitudes.67  Despite this ongoing antipathy between the Protestants and the 

Catholics, they did manage to unite when they had a common enemy. As is often the 

case, money was at the heart of the matter and their common goal was to defeat the 

doctors who were seeking higher remuneration from the friendly societies. This bitter 

battle, examined in the next chapter, Medicine, Drugs and Power, required the various 

friendly societies to unite to form United Friendly Societies’ dispensaries and medical 

centres.  

 

Jewish Societies 
 

The Melbourne Association for Making Passover Cakes was the first registered 

friendly society with a Jewish connection. Among its founders were Rabbi Moses 

Rintel, Asher Barnard and Mark Moss, all names associated with Jewish friendly 

societies and philanthropy in Melbourne (Figure 33). The documents in the friendly 

society’s file note that an object of the society was ‘to supply its members with 

Passover cakes at cost price and others have a small advance.’ Females were allowed 

as members but not as officers of the society. Meetings were to be held at the London 

tavern in Elizabeth Street or as decided.68 There were no further entries in the file 

held by the Registrar of Friendly Societies. 
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   69 

             FIGURE 33: FIRST COMMITTEE: MELBOURNE ASSOCIATION FOR MAKING PASSOVER CAKES.      

 

An annual meeting of members was advertised to take place at the London 

Tavern in Elizabeth Street, Melbourne on 29 May 1859 and there was to be a special 

general meeting at the Synagogue Chambers 10 July 1859. 70  The committee 

advertised that it was holding a meeting on 31 January 1861 at which the trustees 

including Moses Rintel and Henry Horwitz were required to attend.71 Nothing further 

has been gleaned. Such a tantalising name left so little trace of itself. 

                                                             
69 Registrar of Friendly Societies, PROV, file VPRS 284/P0000/34. 

70 Argus, 28 May 1859, 8; 9 July 1859, p. 8. 
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Prominent Jews in the Melbourne community were members of many friendly 

societies. The relationship between the friendly societies and the Jewish community 

was so strong that when the St Kilda Synagogue was being renovated in the 1870s, 

services were held in the local Manchester Unity Hall.72 The significance of noting 

their membership of many societies is that the Jewish community saw civil and 

communal activity as being part of the high standards expected of them. 73 Asher 

Barnard, secretary of the Melbourne Hebrew Congregation was a founding member 

of the United Ancient Order of Druids.74 A.I. Cohen became Grand Secretary of the 

UAOD; Manchester Unity members included H.J. Hart as Corresponding Secretary of 

the Order which, on his death, established a fund for his children. 75 In the same 

MUIOOF lodge, Ephraim Zox was Grand Master, Louis Ellis, Grand Treasurer and Jacob 

S. Hart, Grand Secretary. 76 Ephraim Zox was also a Commissioner serving on the 1875 

Royal Commission into friendly societies. The Jewish Mutual Aid Society (JMAS) was 

formed in 1863 and was an unregistered friendly society at the time of the 1875 Royal 

Commission. The society was an offshoot of another Jewish friendly society formed in 

1855 but around 1863 the funds were split on a pro-rata basis to create two separate 

societies. Members of JMAS could not claim sick pay after the age of 45 years but could 

obtain medical attendance. The doctor was paid 40 shillings per year for each married 

man and 20 shillings per year for each single member. As well as paying sick pay when 

a member is unable to undertake his occupation, the society also paid a mourning 

allowance for the week of mourning after a member’s wife dies. 77  This week of 

mourning is the Jewish observance of Shivah or sitting Shivah. During this period, 

mourners traditionally gather in one home and receive visitors. 

 In 1909, the United Friends’ Jewish Benefit Society (UFJBS) was registered but 

had a short life for unknown reasons. This name had been in existence since the 1856 
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and appears to have been the society out of which JMAS was formed. Lazarus Goldman 

describes the formation of JMAS being necessary to be established ‘for the poorer 

classes.’78 What then was the purpose of the UFJBS is not quite understood any more 

than the reason for then registering it fifty years later as a friendly society. Goldman 

does suggest the UFJBS was a friendly society providing medical and Shivah benefits 

so perhaps it was just another unregistered society for most of its life.79 Having gained 

registration in 1909, the mystery of its short life is difficult to determine. Goldman 

may have given a clue when noting that the JMAS appeared to have a very strong cash 

reserve which caused members of the UFJBS to seek an amalgamation of the two 

societies.80 The terms must have been unfavourable to the weaker society and at the 

eleventh hour the UFBJS walked away from the discussions. 81  Although still 

operating, the UFJBS applied to be dissolved as a solvent society in October 1918.82  

 

German Societies 
 

Friendly societies in Victoria did not generally include those of one ethnic cohort. The 

Irish may have coalesced within the Catholic societies, but they were also to be found 

in Protestant and non-sectarian societies. The Jewish fraternity was not ethnically 

orientated but rather from the European-based diaspora of many nations. Also, Jews 

were notable for being members of the non-sectarian societies as well as their own. It 

was the Germans who saw the need to retain their ethnic roots.83 German friendly 
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societies were born out of the associations created by the German community in 

Melbourne. David Nutting cites Tom Darragh as stating that in 1864 there were 

thirteen German associations (Vereine) in the Victorian goldfields, of which some 

established Krankenverein or sick clubs.84 Early members of the Krankenverein were 

members of the Oddfellows.85 Krankenverein was a sickness benefit society whereas 

the Deutscher Verein was more of a social, charitable organization – both had doctors 

associated with them.86 

In 1850 the German community opened the Allgemeine Deutsche 

Krankenkasse to provide medical assistance to those in need but by 1853 it had 

folded.87 The establishment of a registered German friendly society took many years 

with unregistered associations created for purposes beyond financial assistance to 

members. The importance of the early German associations was that they were not 

just friendly societies. Initially, in 1857, a Deutsche Verein was formed ‘to support and 

promote the political rights of the Germans in Victoria.’ 88  This 1857 association 

appointed a physician (Dr Rosemann) but also created an associated literary and 

singing club.89 Thus, the nature of this association was much more encompassing and 

sought to be a place for the minority community to co-ordinate a collective approach 

to assist fellow countrymen. 

In 1861 the Melbourner Deutscher Krankenverein (MDKV) was formed as a 

friendly society although it was not registered as such for another ten years. The 

Registrar of Friendly Societies did not use their Germanic title but rather named them 

the Melbourne German Sick and Relief Society. Principal members of the German 

business community sponsored the MDKV by becoming honorary members, similarly 

to the style of other friendly societies. The promotion of the German language was 
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continued with entertainments and meetings being in German 90  At the fifth 

anniversary of the MDKV, it was noted that the association undertook the ‘reception 

and care, more or less, of new German arrivals.’91 

The MDKV initially met at the rooms of an associated recreational club, the 

Deutsche Turnverein in Russell Street but soon took on the usual friendly society-

style locations, being the Farmers Hotel, the Golden Fleece Hotel, the Excelsior Hotel 

before returning the Deutsche Turnverein in 1875. Baron von Müller, the botanist and 

Director of the Melbourne Botanic Gardens was an honorary member. Prominent 

members of the Melbourne German community were members including A. Friedrich 

Gelbrecht, the editor of Victoria Deutsche Presse who was President from 1861 to 

1868.92 This society continued for over a century, but its Germanic roots would have 

been an issue for the authorities during time of military conflict. The centenary 

history of the MDKV states that ‘during the 1914-18 war, business and meetings went 

on as before.’ 93 Despite the concerns, post-armistice tensions did not impede the 

Melbourne MDKV from operating after the Great War. In 1924, the Melbourne UFS 

Dispensary and Medical Institute membership list included the Melbourne German 

Sick and Relief Society 94  (another anglicised variation in name) and the society 

survived until the 1960s. 

The name Deutscher Verein or German Association is to be found in Bendigo, 

Ballarat and many other regional towns. Apart from the Melbourne Society, the only 

other one to register as a friendly society was the Bendigo German Society (Bendigo 

Deutscher Verein) in 1908. This society was a foundation member of the Bendigo 

United Friendly Societies Medical Institute in 1874, which indicates that the Bendigo 

German Society operated for many years on an unregistered basis.95 The formation of 

these organisations without registration as friendly societies was not unusual despite 
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the fact the officers of unregistered friendly societies were not afforded legislative 

protection from being sued. The unregistered society had promoted all matters 

German, promoted cultural activities and operated a library.96  

Life was not always smooth, however. The ethnic nature of the German-

orientated friendly societies created tensions and causing dire consequences to be 

imposed on them. Loyalty to the Crown could be somewhat ambiguous. At the 1895 

annual banquet of the Bendigo Deutscher Verein or Bendigo German Society, the 

room was decorated ‘with flags, the coats of arms of the British and German empires 

being conspicuous ... the chairman proposed “The Queen” and “The Kaiser” both of 

which were honored most loyally.’ The Pastor Leypoldt spoke in German on the topic 

Der Deutscher Vaterland (Fatherland).97 

The Bendigo German Society was eventually registered as a friendly society in 

May 1908.98 The copy rules for registering the society initially included ‘fostering of 

the German language and literature and German social customs’ but they were 

crossed out by hand because such objects were not allowed under the Friendly 

Society Act. 99 Political issues in home countries would always be in the minds of 

immigrants. The German community in Victoria would have been no different. The 

newly registered Bendigo Deutscher Verein celebrated its thirty-ninth anniversary in 

September 1908 in the presence of guests from Bendigo and Melbourne. The tensions 

of the pre-World War One armaments race were evident at the celebrations. Speaking 

in German, Pastor Leypeldt hoped that the Germanic cousins, King Edward and 

Emperor William would keep their nations apart: 

 

All that Germany wanted was to go forward … Its battleships 

were only being built to protect its ever-increasing shipping in 

the far distant seas. Wherever the German Eagle went, the fleet 
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must be there to protect it Applause). The fleet was not being 

built to fight England.100 

 

However, other commentaries do not gloss over the matter quite as calmly. Frank 

Cusack cites correspondence written by the secretary of the Bendigo Deutscher 

Verein in the early 1920s, Johann Kahland, wherein he wrote ‘in common with every 

other German Society throughout the Commonwealth of Australia, the Society was 

compelled to close its doors and would not be able to re-open them until the (War 

Precautions) Act was repealed.’101 The war had taken its toll. Kahland wrote to the 

Government Statist in 1921: 

 

I may state that we are the remnant of an erstwhile numerically 

strong society founded in 1869, but Father Time has taken his 

toll and reduced our numbers to the present stage. We now pay 

neither sick pay, nor funeral allowances and levy just some 

sufficient subscriptions to cover the cost of medical attention 

and medicine for members.102 

 

The Bendigo Deutscher Verein was eventually deregistered in 1955.103  

There were also two other German-orientated friendly society branches 

formed in Melbourne although their history is less well known. In 1879, the Teutonia 

Lodge No. 90 branch of the Druids was registered and in 1900, the IOOF established 

the Loyal Teutonia Lodge No. 143 in Melbourne. The IOOF Loyal Teutonia Lodge had 

a dramatic ending. From its opening in 1900, all business was conducted in German, 

including written records. In 1915 the Commonwealth Defence Department ordered 

that only the English language should be used, and meetings required the presence of 
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an officer from the Grand Lodge. By 1917, meetings were suspended due to further 

wartime regulations - meetings could only be held with the written permission of 

military authorities. Although the motives are unclear, and despite the loyal name, the 

parent Grand Lodge moved to expel the Loyal Teutonic Lodge. Perhaps a moment of 

patriotic fervour? The Teutonic Lodge refused to hand back its charter. By 1918 the 

branch was formally closed by the Grand Lodge. 104  An appeal to the Victorian 

Supreme Court in 1923 upheld the decision of the Grand Lodge given that the Grand 

Lodge always held the power of expulsion.105 

 

Others 
 

Two ethnic groups that are notable by their absence in the friendly society lists are the 

Chinese and Indigenous communities. Aborigines may have held friendly society 

memberships but, if they did so, there was virtually no publicity or identification of 

individuals. Given nineteenth-century antipathy, and in many cases outright prejudice 

towards Indigenous people, it is no surprise that they are absent from the friendly 

society narrative. This thesis research located only one reference acknowledging an 

Indigenous person being a member of a friendly society. In December 1864, the Argus 

newspaper reported: 

 

An interesting circumstance occurred Wednesday evening at the 

Loyal Albert Lodge of the Manchester Unity Order of Oddfellows, 

Moonee Ponds, when Thomas Bungeeline, an aboriginal native, was 

initiated as a member. He is a son of the once well-known 

Bungeeline, chief of the Gipps Land tribes. He has since the death of 

his parents been well cared for by the Government, having been for 

a long time on board the colonial SS Victoria, on leaving which he 

was placed in the office of the Minister of Mines, where he is still 
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employed. In his language, manners, and appearance — except, of 

course, his colour — he is not to be distinguished from an English 

youth of the same age.106 

 

Factors including lack of formal educational opportunities and paid occupations 

would have contributed to their absence; Thomas Bungeeline was an exception. 

 Membership by the Chinese community was similarly absent in Victorian 

societies but there was some small evidence of membership elsewhere in Australia. 

However, the absence of Chinese friendly society membership may have been 

exacerbated by cultural and social alternatives to friendly societies. Under the 

headline ‘Rival Friendly Societies’, the Argus newspaper on 13 February 1904 noted 

rivalry and violence caused by Chinese fraternal gangs, as it spilled out onto 

Melbourne streets.107 Despite these highly visible displays of anti-social behaviour 

and ironic tone, the term friendly societies, within the context of mutual aid, may have 

been an appropriate tag for Chinese fraternal associations. However, they were never 

registered as friendly societies, the criterion used in this thesis when defining a 

friendly society. In Victoria, in the 1850s, the Chinese were the prominent ‘other’ 

community. Geoffrey Serle wrote The Golden Age with the Chinese documented as the 

only group of immigrants with their own chapter, despite their position as a minority 

group.108 Yet, in the context of English and Chinese migration to Victoria, both groups 

sought to introduce culturally specific mutual aid schemes through fraternal-type 

societies.  

Chinese migrants to Victoria predominantly arrived from the Guangdong 

region between Hong Kong and Canton in the 1850s and they formed regionally 

associated mutual organisations including See Yup and Sam Yup; these and the Hung 

League which ultimately became the Chinese Masonic Society (not Freemasonry) 
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developed ‘the sense of brotherhood and fraternity’109 exhibited by friendly societies. 

Many of these acted as benevolent organisations that provided financial support, 

assisted in conciliation and arbitration of disputes and raised money for disaster relief 

in China and Victoria. Unlike most friendly societies, the Chinese societies had strong 

underlying geographical roots. Kathryn Cronin stated that ‘… well over 90 per cent of 

the arrivals originated from Canton in the area surrounding the Pearl River delta … 

the See Yap (four districts) …  and the Sam Yap (three districts)’.110 These two regions 

provided the membership base for the two major Chinese associations in Victoria. By 

1859 the Chinese population reached over 42,000. 111  Most Chinese immigrants 

arrived in the 1850s under the credit-ticket system, typically sponsored by Chinese 

merchants using headmen associated with the fraternal associations to collect the 

debts incurred by the emigrant: ‘Although legally free to do as they pleased, labourers 

…were held in check by an extensive social network that secured their employment, 

took care of their needs and ensured that they met their obligations to creditors.’112 

The Chinese fraternities underlay this social network. 

Barry McGowan highlights the differences between three types of Chinese 

mutual aid organisations.113 First, there were those Chinese societies that were native 

place associations that were ‘primarily benefit institutions promoting mutual interest 

among members and doing charitable work.’114 Second, there were secret societies or 

hui that were very much akin to mutual aid societies, but they were ‘also associated 

with rebellions and sometimes crime.’115 Third, were the small mining co-operatives 

                                                             
109 Cai Shaoqing translated by Duncan Campbell, ‘From mutual aid to public interest: Chinese secret societies 
in Australia’, in Sophie Couchman, John Fitzgerald and Paul Macgregor, (eds.), After the Rush: Regulation, 
Participation and Chinese Communities in Australia 1860-1940, Otherland Literary Journal, 9 (2004): 147. 

110 Kathryn Cronin, Colonial Casualties: Chinese in Early Victoria (Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 
1982) p. 17. 

111  Kathryn Cronin Colonial Casualties: Chinese in Early Victoria, p. 136, notes that Chinese population 
statistics were not an accurate representation of that community with 25,424 recorded in the 1857 census. 
Cai Shaoqing asserts over 42,000 by 1859, in ‘From mutual aid to public interest: Chinese secret societies in 
Australia’, p. 140. 

112 John Fitzgerald, Big White Lie: Chinese Australians in White Australia (Sydney, UNSW Press, 2007), p. 64 

113 Barry McGowan, ‘From fraternities to families: The evolution of Chinese life in the Braidwood district of 
New South Wales (NSW) 1850s-1890s’, in Chinese Southern Diaspora Studies, 2 (2008). 

114 McGowan, ‘From fraternities to families’, p. 8. 

115 McGowan, ‘From fraternities to families’, p. 8 
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or kongsi that ‘involved no more than several dozen members, usually working on a 

single site.’ 116  The distinction between these three types of organisations is 

ambiguous given they had overlapping aims and objectives. Certainly, the Hung 

League, described by McGowan as a hui, had significant secret and political aims. 

Shaoqing noted that ‘the Hung League’s organizational activities were conducted 

through clandestine channels and were never disclosed to outsiders.’117 The Hung 

League in Victoria was also known as the Yee Hing Company and eventually the 

Chinese Masonic Society whose nationalist Chinese sentiments at the beginning of the 

twentieth century ‘encouraged … widespread anti-Manchu sentiment’ and the 

movement led by Dr Sun Yat-Sen.118 

Given the prominence of Chinese fraternal societies, why were there no 

Chinese friendly societies? The antipathy towards the Chinese race is the most likely 

cause combined with their desire to retain independence from the authorities. 

Investigating further, there was one Chinese man who was the exception to the rule. 

The well-known Sydney businessman Quong Tart took British citizenship after which 

‘having transformed into a true Briton … next became an Oddfellow.’ 119  He was 

initiated into membership of the Manchester Unity, Araluen Lodge, in New South 

Wales in 1871.120 Such was his prominence in the community that after a near-death 

experience with a robber, the Druids and the Sons of Temperance sent expressions of 

support. 121  Quong Tart had a long association with Ballarat in Victoria and his 

obituary in the Ballarat Star noted that as well as being the first Chinese elected to an 

Oddfellow’s Lodge, he was also a Forester.  

Other than a passing photograph reference in Tasmania, no other Chinese 

have been revealed as members of friendly societies in the research up to 1920.  

                                                             
116 McGowan, ‘From fraternities to families’, p. 9 

117 Shaoqing, ‘From mutual aid to public interest’, p. 137. 

118 Shaoqing, ‘From mutual aid to public interest’, p. 141. 

119 Robert Travers, Australian Mandarin: The Life and Times of Quong Tart (Kenthurst, N.S.W.: Kangaroo Press, 
1981), p. 44. 

120 Goulburn Herald and Chronicle (NSW), 9 September 1871, p. 3. 

121 Robert Travers, Australian Mandarin, p. 178. 
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Temperance Societies 
 

Ann Mitchell documented the rise of the temperance movement in nineteenth-century 

Victoria.122 Its impact on the working class became a cause célèbre for the middle- and 

upper-class matrons of Melbourne. This was not an isolated movement but part of a 

worldwide phenomenon. Temperance and abstinence advocates marched arm in arm 

with religious congregations drawn from the English-founded Methodist and Baptist 

churches. During the 1870s to the 1900s, the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, 

with its roots in the United States, spread throughout the English-speaking world, 

including Australia.123 It was during the period of the extravagances flowing from the 

gold rushes, and the land boom of the 1870s and 1880s, that the temperance 

movement gained a foothold in Victoria.        

Complementing this spread of moral indignation at the evil of the demon drink, 

the questionable locations and practices of friendly society meetings came under 

examination. The idea of societies’ funds being applied to feasting and drinking at 

lodge meetings at the Oddfellows Hotel or the Friendly Societies Hotel, did not sit well 

with the authorities, some members and potential members. 124  The temperance 

movement seized the opportunity and moved to incorporate friendly society activities 

as part of its spreading influence with members taking the pledge (Figure 34). 

 

                                                             
122 Ann M. Mitchell, Temperance and the Liquor Question in Later Nineteenth Century Victoria, MA Thesis, 
University of Melbourne, 1966. Mitchell provides an extensive analysis of the temperance movement in 
Victoria, with emphasis on the roles played by the Independent Order of Rechabites and the Order of the 
Sons of Temperance. 
123  The English temperance movement is documented in: Brian Harrison, Drink and the Victorians: The 
Temperance Question in England 1815-1872 (Keele: Keele University Press, 1994); James Nicholls, The Politics 
of Alcohol: A History of the Drink Question in England (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2009). 

124 The Friendly Societies Hotel, currently named the Carringbush Hotel, is in Langridge Street Abbotsford 
and the Oddfellows Hotel, now being redeveloped was in Little Lonsdale Street, Melbourne. 
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 125 

       FIGURE 34: TEMPERANCE PLEDGE, SONS OF TEMPERANCE. 

 

 English and American temperance-orientated friendly societies especially 

influenced the Victorian scene. The two most influential orders were the Independent 

Order of Rechabites and the Order of the Sons of Temperance. The Rechabites were 

founded in Salford, England, the same city in which the Ancient Order of Foresters was 

established. The Sons of Temperance was founded in New York City during the time 

when the Washingtonian crusade laid the foundations of the American temperance 

movement.126 Associated with these societies were the various abstinence groups that 

also established registered friendly societies, the most prominent of which was the 

Melbourne Total Abstinence Society (MTAS). Other abstinence friendly societies 

registered in regional areas as well as in Melbourne including Geelong (1873), 

Horsham (1877), Buninyong (1885), Ballarat (1897), Melbourne (Crusader branch 

1886) and the suburbs of South Melbourne (1886), Ascot Vale (1890).  

Confusingly, one major abstinence and temperance organisation had all the 

trappings of a friendly society without being such. In Victoria, the Independent Order 

of Good Templars (IOGT) continues to be mistaken for a friendly society but it is better 

described as a temperance fraternal society. Established in Victoria in 1873 as an 

offshoot of the American organisation of the same name, the IOGT met at lodges, wore 

regalia and in most ways appeared to be a friendly society. The critical differentiation 

                                                             
125 Sons of Temperance, Geelong Heritage Centre, GRS 18/3. 

126 Mitchell, Temperance and the Liquor Question in Later Nineteenth Century Victoria. 
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was that the IOGT did not provide any benefits that enabled it to be registered as a 

friendly society. Its remit was purely to promote temperance and abstinence.  

Temperance societies, as benefit societies or not, built halls for their meetings 

to avoid the public houses frequently used by other friendly societies. The advantage 

of these halls was that other community organisations could hire them safe in the 

knowledge that no untoward activity might be found within their walls. The YMCA, the 

South Melbourne Thistle Club, South Melbourne Harmonic Society, as well as the local 

friendlies from the MUIOOF, Rechabites and Sons of Temperance branches used the 

South Melbourne Total Abstinence Society hall opened in 1888. 127  The first hall, 

opened in 1863, was used for the first meeting of the Cecil Football Club in 1874. A few 

weeks later the club changed its name to the South Melbourne Football Club that went 

on to become one of the most prominent Australian Rules Football teams in the 

nation.128 

It is apparent that some temperance societies were formed many years before 

they were registered as friendly societies. Lack of primary records makes it difficult to 

determine if they were originally benefit societies or did they convert to providing 

benefits at the time of registration. The MTAS held its first meeting at Scot’s Church, 

Collins Street, Melbourne, on 22 February 1842. 129  The Registrar recorded 

registration as a friendly society as being in October 1870. Similarly, the South 

Melbourne Total Abstinence Society was formed as the Emerald Hill Total Abstinence 

Society in 1854 but was not registered until May 1886. In both cases, no primary 

source documents can be located to solve the conundrum. A further complication was 

that the registered temperance friendly societies did not always provide the usual full 

suite of benefits. The Crusade Total Abstinence Society, registered in 1886 and initially 

operating from the St Ignatius Presbytery on Church Street, Richmond, provided 

medicines and medical aid but not funeral or sickness benefits. The members wore 

                                                             
127  City of Port Phillip, Heritage Recognition Program, 
https://heritage.portphillip.vic.gov.au/People_places/Heritage_recognition_program, website, accessed 15 
January 2018. 

128  History of the South Melbourne Football Club online: 
http://www.redandwhiteonline.com/wiki/index.php/Detailed_history, website, accessed 15 January 2018. 

129  Ian Williams, Melbourne Total Abstinence Society: The Temperance Movement in Victoria (Melbourne: 
Melbourne Total Abstinence Society, 2017), p. 5. 

https://heritage.portphillip.vic.gov.au/People_places/Heritage_recognition_program
https://heritage.portphillip.vic.gov.au/People_places/Heritage_recognition_program
http://www.redandwhiteonline.com/wiki/index.php/Detailed_history
http://www.redandwhiteonline.com/wiki/index.php/Detailed_history
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regalia and Guardians oversaw admitting men through the meeting doors to impede 

imposition, similarly to other friendly societies.  

Jane Carr, wife of a gold-digger and grandmother of Albert Facey, author of A 

Fortunate Life, lived the 1860s in a hut at Barkers Creek in Specimen Gully near 

Castlemaine. Hers was a tough life, gold was hard to find, land was poor, but resilience 

shone through as she maintained an indomitable spirit with her watchword being 

respectability. The Facey family at Barkers Creek in Specimen Gully were faced with 

sixteen pubs in their midst but Jane Carr was a strict Methodist and alcohol did not 

pass her Albert’s lips.130 The friendly society of choice for Jane Carr could have been 

the Rechabites, the local branch of which was Tent 104, Hope of Australia and which 

met in the Barkers Creek Rechabite Hall, the only public meeting place in the 

settlement.131 Reviewing John Hirst’s conclusion on the advice given to Albert Facey 

by Grandma Carr, it is apparent that lessons on respectability were foremost in her 

mind – ‘Grandma taught Albert to be respectable.’132 

 

Dividing Societies and Employers 
 

In Victoria, some friendly societies had a special relationship with the worker’s 

employer. They were named dividing societies. In England, this alternative style of 

friendly society became important in the latter half of the nineteenth century. These 

societies were variously named slate clubs or Birmingham societies. The essential 

feature of dividing societies was that after contributions and benefit payments had 

been tallied at the end of a year, the balance of funds would be returned to members 

on a pro-rata basis and the ‘slate wiped clean’. Members saw them as a means of 

forced saving with the dividends from surpluses coming through before Christmas 

each year.133 Profits could be achieved if healthy young men were encouraged to join 

                                                             
130 John Hirst, The World of Albert Facey (Sydney: The History Institute of Victoria in association with Allen & 
Unwin, 1992), p. 39. 

131 Hirst, The World of Albert Facey, p. 43. 

132 Hirst, The World of Albert Facey, p. 36. 

133 Gosden, Self-Help; Voluntary Associations in the 19th Century, p. 109. 
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and the investment returns were greater than the benefit payments for the year. 

English authorities, despite allowing dividing societies to exist under the legislation, 

were not in favour of their use. Actuaries noted that during periods of high sickness, 

they were likely to collapse through insolvency. 134 In England, the large affiliated 

societies, especially Manchester Unity, campaigned to have dividing societies 

restricted because of the competition they created through their administrative 

simplicity.  

In Victoria, at the end of the nineteenth century, dividing societies were in 

their early stages of development. Also, in their translocation to Victoria, the dividing 

societies emerged in a different format to those in England. The unique Victorian 

feature was the special relationship with employers. When the concept of dividing 

societies was translocated from England to Victoria, they did not operate under 

friendly society legislation, were unregistered, and not widespread. Their statutory 

isolation was caused by the paying out of surplus funds to members, a feature banned 

under the existing friendly society legislation. It was not until 1890 that enabling 

legislation was passed in Victoria.135 After that date, dividing societies were covered 

by the legislation but none formally registered as friendly societies until 1908. This 

was the year when compulsory registration was incorporated into the Friendly 

Societies Act 1907. Eleven dividing societies registered in the first year of which eight 

were associated with employers. Such familiar Melbourne business names as Dunlop, 

John Danks and Carlton & United Breweries feature early on the list of registered 

dividing societies (Table 16). 

 

                                                             
134 Cordery, British Friendly Societies, p. 77. 

135 Victoria: Friendly Societies Act 1890. 
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         TABLE 16: REGISTRATION DATES OF DIVIDING SOCIETIES, 1908-1921. 

 

This new style of friendly society emerged in an era when closer relationships 

developed between employers and employees. This early twentieth-century period 

was when trade unions in Victoria became better organised, seeking improved pay 

and conditions for their members. Trade union benefit societies had not been 

universally successful in Victoria and workers took up friendly society memberships. 

This provided an opportunity for employers to encourage employee retention and 

loyalty (Figures 35 and 36). Employer-sponsored friendly societies, in the form of 

dividing societies, were established.  

 

YEAR ACRONYM REGISTRAR'S REFERENCE NUMBER PLACE
& NAME

1908 GAGYPS 2318 Ashby & Geelong Yearly Provident Society Geelong
1908 PMVYBS 2319 Victoria Yearly Benefit Society Port Melbourne
1908 MGCMISBA 2321 Metropolitan Gas Company's Meter Inspectors Sick and Benefit Association Melbourne
1908 DHMSAS 2327 Denton Hat Mills Sick & Accident Society Abbotsford
1908 JDSESAS 2332 John Danks & Son Pty Ltd Employees Sick & Accident Society South Melbourne
1908 CHBRABS 2335 W J Brewers' Employees Accident Benefit Society Clifton Hill
1908 GMSBA 2337 Geelong Mutual Sick Benefit Association Geelong
1908 JSESAS 2340 John Stones Employees Sick & Accident Society Fitzroy
1908 TCWEMAS 2349 Tram Car Workshops Employees Mutual Benefit Society Fitzroy North
1908 SMAOECEAC 2350 Austral Otis Engineering Company Employees Accident Society South Melbourne
1908 DSBS 2356 Dunlop Sick Benefit & Dividend Fund Montague, Sth Melb
1909 CUBBS 2386 Carlton & United Breweries Benefit Society Carlton
1909 JWEAF 2387 Johns & Waygood Ltd Employees Accident Fund South Melbourne
1909 MPCEABS 2395 Mulready Proven & Clark's Employees Accident and Benefit Society Fitzroy
1909 CBESAF 2399 Cliff & Buntings Employees Sick & Accident Fund North Melbourne
1911 SCEAS 2503 Shiner & Coy Employees Accident Society North Melbourne
1911 ABSAC 2510 Abbotsford Brewery Sick and Accident Society Abbotsford
1912 MCCESESAS 2529 Melbourne City Council Electric Supply Employees Sick and Accident Society Melbourne
1918 CCMESAF 2686 Caulfield City Municipal Employees Sick and Accident Fund Caulfield
1918 MESCESF 2691 Melbourne Electric Supply Company Ltd Employees Sick Fund Richmond
1918 CBS 2692 Cosmopolitan Benefit Society  South Melbourne
1918 DMBS 2693 Democratic Mutual Benefit Society Port Melbourne
1919 GSBDF 2696 Goldings Sick Benefit & Dividend Fund Canterbury
1919 CCESAS 2703 Commonwealth Cordite Employees Sick & Accident Society  Moonee Ponds
1920 BESMS 2705 Beecham Employees' Sick and Mortuary Society Melbourne
1920 FHMESAS 2707 Fairfield Hat Mills Employees Sick and Accident Society Fairfield
1920 LBDEBS 2708 Langwill Bros and Davies Employees Benefit Society South Melbourne 
1921 CUBBS 2716 Carlton & United Breweries Benefit Society Melbourne
1921 JSSESAS 2722 John Sharp & Sons Employees Sick and Accident Society South Melbourne
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                                                  136          

                                                         FIGURE 35: METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY.          

   

 137  

           FIGURE 36: DENTON HAT MILLS.              

 

One of the advantages of the Victorian employed-sponsored dividing societies 

was that administration and financial support could be provided by the employer 

thereby ensuring solvency was maintained. Meetings could be held on company 

premises and members were easily contacted to follow up on claims, etc. The 

authorities designated dividing societies as Shop Clubs. Despite this nomenclature 

                                                             
136 State Library of Victoria, http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/252937 , online, accessed 20 September 
2018. 

137  Victorian Heritage Council, http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/67144, online, accessed 20 
September 2018. 

 

http://%E2%80%8B/%E2%80%8Bhandle.slv.vic.gov.au/%E2%80%8B10381/%E2%80%8B252937
http://%E2%80%8B/%E2%80%8Bhandle.slv.vic.gov.au/%E2%80%8B10381/%E2%80%8B252937
http://%E2%80%8B/%E2%80%8Bhandle.slv.vic.gov.au/%E2%80%8B10381/%E2%80%8B252937
http://%E2%80%8B/%E2%80%8Bhandle.slv.vic.gov.au/%E2%80%8B10381/%E2%80%8B252937
http://%E2%80%8B/%E2%80%8Bhandle.slv.vic.gov.au/%E2%80%8B10381/%E2%80%8B252937
http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/67144
http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/67144
http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/67144
http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/67144
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and usually carrying an employer’s name, membership of some dividing societies was 

open to the public. This feature was prohibited in 1922. After that date, all dividing 

societies were required to be composed of members who were solely employees of a 

‘corporate body, firm or person.’138 In most other respects, dividing societies offered 

the same benefits as ordinary friendly societies. In view of the annual division of funds 

to members, the statutory authorities did not require actuarial valuations to be 

conducted. Dividing societies always remained a small part of the friendly society 

movement. At 30 June 1988, they represented only 3% of the traditional friendly 

societies’ funds held for investment. 139 

The success of friendly societies as institutions depended on them being 

members of the community. Communities are made up of relationships between 

individuals and groups. Friendlies did not advertise in the nineteenth century. Word 

of mouth recommendations, public displays and their interactions with in the 

community were all integral to the relationships they developed. The observable 

social differentiations, especially gender, religion and ethnicity, stimulated the 

relationships to create cohesive cohorts of membership. Although female friendly 

societies, as a cohort, were initially centred within the temperance-orientated 

friendly societies, by the end of the nineteenth century, most friendly societies 

admitted women members. This gradual shift was mirrored in the enfranchisement 

of women, first in the states of Australia and eventually on a national basis.  

Unlike England, religious antipathies were a feature of Victorian friendly 

societies. The catholic-protestant sectarian divide saw the formation of the 

Hibernians through the amalgamation of many disparate catholic friendly societies. 

Responding to this movement, that was based in parishes all over Victoria, the 

Protestant Alliance moved to provide a balance with branches opening all around 

Victoria. In amongst this jockeying for the hearts and minds of the faithful, minority 

groups created their own friendly societies. Displaying a nationalism akin the ANA, 

and its promotion of Federation, the Germans formed friendly societies that not only 

provided benefits but also promoted the new nation of Germany, its language and its 

rise as a world power. The Jewish community created its own societies although 

                                                             
138 Victoria: Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies for the Year 1928. 

139 Victoria: Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies for the Year Ended 30 June 1989, p. 12. 
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members of the community were welcomed in other societies. In Victoria, the 

minority Chinese and Indigenous communities did not create friendly societies and 

evidence of membership in other societies is virtually non-existent. The lack of 

income to pay contributions would have impacted even if community prejudices had 

not been so prevalent. Friendly societies were predominately male-orientated with 

women and minorities facing antipathy and prejudice that by 1920 were only 

marginally improved. Dividing societies, sponsored by employers, were available to 

all employees of firms and institutions. Although smaller and less widespread, they 

catered for both men and women. By their very nature, all friendly societies were 

based on members in some style of relationship. Gender, religion and ethnicity were 

primary drivers and with the overlay of other relationships, friendly societies catered 

for most members of the workforce. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
 

Social Benefits, Voluntarism, Charity 
 

The thesis has thus far examined the translocation of the societies from England, the 

response of the State to their arrival in Victoria, and the operational activities of the 

societies. This chapter examines the role and place of friendly societies in the social 

fabric of the communities in which they were established. This chapter primarily 

seeks to illustrate the social benefits derived by the community from the activities of 

friendly societies. There are examples of such benefits throughout this thesis, but this 

chapter illustrates that they created social capital in the process of spreading benefits 

throughout the community. Recognition of this role places them as being influential 

agents in the growth of nineteenth-century Victoria. Examination of this influence 

highlights their place in civil society.  

Importantly, the argument in respect of social capital does not assert that this 

was reflected in all their actions. It has already been seen that friendly societies 

operated for the benefit of their own members. What this chapter argues is that the 

societies and their members served a dual role—a role for the benefit of others in 

which the creation of social capital and the subsequent social benefits advantaged the 

whole community. Social capital is a term applied to many social movements 

especially community organisations including religious, philanthropic and charitable 

institutions. It may be regarded as the glue that binds a society into a cohesive unit. 

Less recognised has been the role of friendly societies in encouraging the availability 

of social benefits to the whole community. In this chapter, the social benefits provided 

to the whole community are examined as the product of social capital. Further, this 

examination identifies a factor that has an Australian resonance. It is the role played 

by friendly societies in the growth of Australian democracy. The impetus created for 

Federation was a significant social benefit. This may have been just as valuable as the 

community benefits derived through a healthier population than might otherwise 

been the case.  
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Civil Society and Social Capital 
 

In the winter of 1868, Henry (Harry) Thomas Normanton Tisdall (Figure 37) and his 

wife Lucy departed Port Albert on the blustery coast of Victoria for Walhalla in the 

dank foothills of the Great Dividing Range. They would have endured a journey over 

rough tracks and a bleak Gippsland winter. They were to become part of a mining 

community that had unique features in its early days but is now, like many old mining 

villages, a virtual ghost town. Walhalla lays claim to one of the richest nineteenth-

century gold mines in Australia, the Long Tunnel Extended Gold Mine. With gold 

having been discovered by Edward Stringer and his fellow prospectors in December 

1862, the Springer Creek valley exploded into feverish mining activity. By World War 

One, however, the riches were exhausted and buildings in the town were being sold 

off and removed.1 The Tisdalls would remain in Walhalla for eighteen years during 

which time Harry, also known by locals as Tom Busy, would be appointed the first 

headmaster of the Walhalla State School (Common School No. 957), perform in Acis 

and Galatea, a burlesque show in the 1882 Walhalla Peoples’ Entertainments charity 

event, act as chairman of the Walhalla Mechanics Institute, be the foundation 

president of the Walhalla Mutual Improvement Society, serve as Church Warden at St 

John’s Church of England, be recognised by the Field Naturalist’s Society for his 

paintings of wildflowers, be elected a Fellow of the Linnean Society of London, 2 

conduct a detailed study of the flora in northern Gippsland and the Baw 37 plateau 

with Baron Ferdinand von Mueller’s encouragement, 3  and be appointed to the 

committee to prevent the spread of smallpox in Walhalla.4  

Perhaps a renaissance man in today’s terms, Harry Tisdall more appropriately 

should be recognised as a very active participant in the civil society to be found in the 

Walhalla gold fields and more generally in the settler-colonial frontier. It is not 

                                                             
1 The story of Walhalla is well documented in privately published monographs, see: Raymond Paull, revised 
by Rudi Paoletti, Old Walhalla: Portrait of a Gippsland Town (Langwarrin, Vic.: Rudi Paoletti, 2003); Gwynydd 
F James and Charles G Lee, Walhalla Heyday (Walhalla, Vic.: N&R Aquilina, reprint 2010). 

2 Paoletti, Old Walhalla, pp. 48-54. 

3Australian National Herbarium, https://www.anbg.gov.au/biography/tisdale-henry.html, website, accessed 
15 January 2015. 

4 James and Lee, Walhalla Heyday, p. 16. 

https://www.anbg.gov.au/biography/tisdale-henry.html
https://www.anbg.gov.au/biography/tisdale-henry.html
https://www.anbg.gov.au/biography/tisdale-henry.html
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difficult to suggest that Walhalla had an active civil society by the various community 

activities and groups in which Harry Tisdall could participate. 

 

 5 

                             FIGURE 37: HENRY THOMAS NORMANTON TISDALL, FLS. 

    
There were other organisations in Walhalla’s civil society. They included the 

Presbyterian, Roman Catholic and Wesleyan churches, the Salvation Army, the 

Cemetery Trust, the Mountaineers’ Brass Band, Walhalla Volunteer Fire Brigade, 

Walhalla Recreation Club, Walhalla Community Hospital, Walhalla Masonic Lodge No. 

69, Walhalla Football Club, and the Walhalla Railway League.6  

There were also six friendly societies. They comprised the Independent Order 

of Rechabites, Independent Order of Oddfellows Manchester Unity, St Patrick’s 

Society, Ancient Order of Foresters, Australian Natives Association and the (Ancient) 

Independent Order of Oddfellows. Future research may uncover Harry Tisdall’s 

membership in one or more of these friendly societies but what is unequivocal is that 

Walhalla was an example of civil society in which friendly societies were participants. 

Civil society is the sector of society, that is distinct from the State, business and 

the family. In their formative years of the nineteenth century, friendly societies fell 

within the definition of civil society although they were neither charitable nor faith-

based organisations. They had an overriding consideration for other people, but the 

focus was not primarily charitable. Friendly societies frequently supported charitable 

organisations with social occasions and events that raised funds for members of the 

community in necessitous circumstances or for community organisations such as 

                                                             
5  Walhalla Heritage and Development League Inc. collection, 
http://www.walhalla.org.au/news/1308HH07.htm, website, accessed 15 January 2015. 

6 All noted by the writer when visiting the Walhalla Museum, 6 January 2015. 

http://www.walhalla.org.au/news/1308HH07.htm
http://www.walhalla.org.au/news/1308HH07.htm


200 

 

hospitals and benevolent societies. In other words, friendly societies are better 

regarded as being philanthropically orientated towards charitable needs rather than 

being charitable organisations in themselves. Although some societies were sectarian, 

most were non-sectarian with members drawn from diverse faith and occupational 

backgrounds thereby allowing them to support a wide range of charitable causes and 

institutions.  

Why is it important to recognise that friendly societies are an integral part of 

civil society? The importance of civil society is that it also facilitates the creation of 

social capital. Robert Putnam has written extensively on civil society and strongly 

asserted that non-political organisations in civil society are vital for democracy 

because they build social capital, community trust and shared values.7 According to 

Putnam, it is the connections between individuals that develop social capital. The 

connections feature networks, norms, and social trust that work for the mutual 

benefit of people.8 Here we can identify the mutuality of friendly societies. Putnam’s 

study of late twentieth-century society in the United States highlights that social 

capital has a significant value but that the value of social capital can be greatly reduced 

by the rise of individualism in opposition to the importance of the community. 

Putnam asserted:  

 

Whereas physical capital refers to physical objects and human 

capital refers to properties of individuals, social capital refers to 

connections among individuals – social networks and norms of 

reciprocity and trustworthiness that arise from them. In that 

sense social capital is closely related to what some have called 

“civic virtue”. The difference is that “social capital” calls 

attention to the fact that civic virtue is most powerful when 

imbedded in a dense network of reciprocal social relations. A 

                                                             
7 Putnam, Leonardi, and Nanetti. Making Democracy Work, pp. 172-174, pp. 183-85. 

8  Robert Putnam, Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community (New York: Simon & 
Schuster, 2000). 
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society of many virtuous but isolated individuals is not 

necessarily rich in social capital.9  

 

Herein lies a core theme of this thesis, an interpretation that supports the importance 

of friendly societies in Victoria and the importance of reinscribing them in the 

historiography. The role of friendly societies in the civil society of nineteenth-century 

Victoria, and the social capital and benefits they generated, are at the core of the 

themes developed in this thesis. Friendly societies were made up of individuals who 

co-operated for mutual benefit through reciprocity of trust and effort that featured in 

the study of their operational activities in previous chapters. 

Other scholars have defined social capital in similar terms. Pierre Bourdieu 

defines social capital in terms of:  

 

The aggregate of the actual or potential resources which are 

linked to possession of a durable network of more or less 

institutionalized relationships of mutual acquaintance or 

recognition – or in other words, to membership in a group.10  

 

Nan Lin’s research into social networks and status attainment, wherein ‘social capital 

refers primarily to resources accessed in social networks’, supports Putnam’s 

conclusions.11 It was Lin’s social networks, found in friendly societies, which caused 

them to create social capital. Irrespective of the definition, there are keywords that are 

common to the definitions of social capital including relationships, mutuality, 

networks as well as resources, reciprocity and trust.  

It is the role of the collective rather than the individual that causes the subject of 

civil society and social capital to be relevant to friendly societies. It is in the form of a 

                                                             
9 Putnam, Bowling Alone, p. 19. 

10 Pierre Bourdieu, ‘The forms of capital’ in John G Richardson (Ed) Handbook of Theory and Research for the 
Sociology of Education (New York: Greenwood Press, 1986), p. 248. 

11 Nan Lin, "Social networks and status attainment" in Annual Review of Sociology, 25, (1999): 471. 
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collective that co-operation occurs and provides mutual benefit to the greatest 

number within society. Individuals may create social capital when they form 

connections that benefit their own self-interest although it is when many individuals 

join on a collective project that social capital creates value. Membership of friendly 

societies was an aspirational attainment for many people. In terms of Putnam and Lin, 

members employed the social capital created by friendly societies by utilising the 

social resources found within the lodges. These social resources included the 

opportunities to ‘latch onto the social networks’ of fellow members,12 to develop skills 

to operate meetings, conduct debates and organise social events through the six-

monthly rotation of lodge members as lodge officials. These resources also allowed 

friendly societies to achieve community recognition by participation in 

demonstrations of fraternal bonding that included processional marches to 

commemorate community events, the visits of dignitaries or funerals of members.  

 

Deriving Social Benefits. 
 

The importance of social capital in my argument relates to the social and other 

benefits derived by the community from the activities of the friendly societies. 

Although some people in the community will be seen to have been excluded from such 

benefits, the positive aspects of the benefits will be seen to outweigh the exclusionary 

issues. One negative feature of friendly societies was that some people were excluded 

from membership by not being able to afford the contributions. Secondly, many 

people were barred from membership or simply ignored by racial or sectarian 

discrimination. It is a sad irony that many, who would have most needed the available 

benefits in times of distress, were least able to afford membership of a friendly 

society. This marginalisation of a part of the community meant that the value of the 

social capital could have been increased if the friendly societies had been more 

charitable as well as philanthropic. Other than assisting widows and children of 

deceased members and contributing to philanthropic causes, my research does not 

highlight any significant charitable activities or assistance for the non-member 

                                                             
12 Arthur Downing. ‘Social capital in decline: Friendly societies in Australia, 1850-1914’ in Discussion Papers 
in Economic and Social History (Oxford: University of Oxford, 2012), p. 14. 
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unemployed, healthy or otherwise. The sickness benefits available to members 

unable to work were not available to the less fortunate.  

I have already discussed the exclusion of women in some friendly societies 

especially in the egalitarian Australian Natives Association. Perhaps the Natives 

assuaged their consciences by sponsoring the creation of the Australasian Women’s 

Association in 1900 thereby ensuring their own fortnightly meetings and social events 

remained men only. Women were not admitted to membership of the Australian 

Natives Association until the 1960s. Although some societies did admit women 

members, especially the temperance related friendly societies, the larger societies 

were slower to do so. In 1901, the Foresters finally admitted women as members 

thereby enabling the standard bearers on the society’s coat of arms to be altered from 

showing Robin Hood and Little John to Robin Hood and Maid Marion.  

In respect of racial antipathies, there was no place for Aboriginal and 

Indigenous cultures within the friendly society movement. This absence of Indigenous 

representation in the membership ranks has already been discussed and the naming 

of the Australian Natives Association is an ironic proposition in terms of twenty-first 

century Australian values. The symbolism inherent in the Aboriginal figure witnessing 

the first vessel sailing into Port Phillip Bay on the ANA membership certificates of the 

time did not reflect a concern for a true native of the land. The Indigenous figure on 

the certificate was not identified as such but rather this scene sits alongside a vision of 

progress being a thriving city built by confident white men ostensibly with no 

Aboriginal assistance (Figures 38 and 39). This certificate was all about progress, 

strength of what Britannia and an Australian born, handsomely clothed white male, 

had achieved. As part of this progress, they had successfully excluded the Indigenous 

Australian. 
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  13         

                                                     FIGURE 38: ANA MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE. 

 

    

                                     FIGURE 39: ANA MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE, LOWER DETAIL. 

 

It was the collective impact of friendly societies’ activities on the wider 

community and how they ran their own organisations that facilitated the creation of 

social capital and the benefits that flowed from their activities. Mark Lyons could have 

                                                             
13 Author’s photograph, Australian Unity Ltd, Albert Road, South Melbourne, Victoria, archive document. 
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been discussing friendly societies when he observed that mutual benefit organisations 

helped ‘institutionalise social capital … [serving] as examples of the efficacy and 

practicality of social trust…to reproduce the norms of trust and reciprocity on which 

an effective market economy, and well-functioning democracy relies.’ 14  The social 

capital generated by friendly societies was a product of the influence they brought to 

bear on the community. 

Many Australians participate in at least one organisation that is part of civil 

society although less than half describes themselves as active participants or 

members. 15  Mark Lyons writing in a twenty first-century context labelled these 

organisations as belonging to the ‘third sector’ consisting of private organisations: 

 

1. That are formed and sustained by groups of people (members) 

acting voluntarily and without seeking personal profit to 

provide benefits for themselves or for others; 

2. That are democratically control; and 

3. Where any material benefit gained by a member is 

proportionate to their use of the organisation.16 

 

These traits can be applied to friendly societies in nineteenth-and twentieth-century 

Victoria. Friendly societies were firmly established in Victoria as part of civil society 

through people joining together to establish local branches in towns and suburbs. 

Objectives of friendly societies were laid down in their rules. Meetings were to be held 

regularly, at which elected office bearers presided over the proceedings. The 1867 

Bye-Laws of Loyal Talbot Lodge, No.10 of the Castlemaine District, Manchester Unity, 

were typical of those used by all friendly societies, having: 

 

                                                             
14 Mark Lyons, ‘Non-profit organisations, social capital and social policy in Australia’, in Ian Winter (ed.) Social 
Capital and Public Policy in Australia, (Melbourne: Australian Institute of Family Studies, 2000), pp. 168-169. 

15  Mark Lyons. Third Sector: The Contribution of Non-profit and Cooperative Enterprise in Australia (St 
Leonards, N.S.W.: Allen & Unwin, 2001), p. xi. 

16 Lyons. Third Sector, p. 5. 
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 For its objects the raising of funds by initiation or entrance fees, 

contributions, fines, donations, and by interest on capital, for the 

following purposes, viz.: For insuring sum of money to be paid 

on the death of a member, and also for insuring a sum of money 

to a member on the death of his wife; for rendering assistance to 

members when sick, and not able to follow their employment; 

for supply medical assistance to members; for granting 

temporary relief to members in distress; and forward of the 

defraying the necessary expense of management… shall hold its 

meetings at the Mechanics’ Institute, Fryerstown… shall meet 

weekly on Tuesday evenings, at half-past seven, during the 

months of April and September inclusive and close at ten 

o'clock; and at eight o’clock during the months of October and 

March inclusive, and close at half-past ten…shall be conducted 

by a board of management…every subscribing member of the 

lodge shall have equal voice in all property and concerns 

thereof.17 

 

The benefits derived by the community through the presence of friendly 

societies are extensive. Health is a community concern and a community benefits from 

having a healthy workforce by ensuring that employees and employers continue to 

generate incomes that are available as part of an economic cycle. Social benefits would 

have come from friendly societies encouraging access to medical attendance thereby 

ensuring better health outcomes that contributed to the common good. Medical 

attendance could always be received on a private basis, but as remains the case today, 

many patients in the nineteenth century would have simply foregone the services of 

medical practitioners due to the cost. The influential presence of friendly societies 

encouraged people to join and contribute fortnightly at a manageable cost. This 

ensured that the breadwinner could remain economically productive through better 

health, the mother would have better health to give birth, raise children and maintain 

                                                             
17 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows, By-Laws of Loyal Talbot Lodge, No.10 Branch of the 
Castlemaine District, passed by the Lodge in Committee July 8th, 1867, NBAC Z227. 
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her home. Children would survive longer, have a better chance of receiving education 

and at the very least become a productive member of a future workforce. As is always 

the case, society at large benefits from a productive workforce and the nineteenth 

century was no different. 

Friendly societies provided sickness benefits to the breadwinner of the family 

as well as to the wife and their children. Even if the husband had died, friendly societies 

had provision for widows to be covered on some basis, with or without the payment 

of additional contributions. Given the 1913 analysis documented by Green and 

Lawrence wherein approximately 50% of the Victorian population had benefit 

coverage from a friendly society,18 the Victorian community would have substantially 

benefited from the workforce that could remain healthier than might otherwise be the 

case. Children, being the future workforce would be better educated by losing less 

schooling with less sickness. Recovery from illnesses would be quicker with the 

availability of medical attendance and dispensary medicines. Losing less schooling 

would allow parents to be at work earning an income rather than being carers at home.  

  The value of friendly societies to the community in this period also centred on 

the availability of hospitality and conviviality that would make the transition to a new 

land more bearable. This would have allowed a new migrant to be more likely to be a 

productive member of the workforce. 19  The friendly societies had an in-built 

welcoming process for immigrant friendly society members though using clearance 

certificates, as previously examined. When a prospective migrant planned the journey 

to Australia, he would seek a clearance document from his home lodge. This clearance 

certificate not only served as a letter of introduction to a Victorian lodge but also 

guaranteed automatic membership of the Victorian friendly society if contributions 

                                                             
18 Green and Cromwell. Mutual Aid or Welfare State, p. 218. 

19 Immigration has been a critical element in the foundation story of Australia. Other than the indigenous 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, all Australians would have immigrant forebears within the last 
231 years.  Scholars have written extensively on the topic, see James Jupp, From White Australia to Woomera: 
The Story of Australian Immigration (Port Melbourne, Vic.: Cambridge University Press, 2007, second edition); 
and as (ed.), The Australian People: An Encyclopedia of the Nation, its People and their Origins (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2001). Eric Richards wrote on British migration during the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries, including to Australia, refer Eric Richards, The genesis of international mass migration: 
The British case, 1750-1900 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2018).  

In Victoria, the immigration story features at Museums Victoria, Immigration Museum, a museum solely 
dedicated to the immigration story in Victoria. 
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were commenced in accordance with the rate schedules. The clearance implicitly told 

the receiver that the bearer had integrity and bore the other traits of trust and 

solidarity that were among Putnam’s characteristics of social capital. The networking 

available to the new chum through the fortnightly lodge meetings would have 

facilitated additional opportunities to find employment and thereby be a productive 

member of the community. 

  In a combination of encouraging good health and providing for the 

community, friendly societies in Victoria played an ongoing role in sport and games 

activities. Matthew Tonts in his study of the role of sport in the development of social 

capital wrote ‘the involvement of rural citizens in sport also has the potential to 

contribute to social capital…social capital is often regarded as a positive resource in 

rural areas.’20 Although Tonts laments that much of the research into rural sports has 

focussed on infrastructure, facilities, physical activity and health promotion and not 

on the social capital that they generate, he may well have used friendly societies as an 

exemplar in all these matters. Sports days featured on the friendly societies’ calendar 

especially on the annual gala fete days. Boxing Day 1873, in Ballarat, saw a combined 

societies day with foot races of all kinds with substantial prize money.21 This would 

have been repeated all around the state on New Year’s Day and during Easter. 

Communities benefited from the friendly societies taking on the trusteeship of 

many public spaces available to communities in Victoria. Applying for the reservation 

of land for building a hall was a feature of many friendly societies, Mechanics 

Institutes, and community organisations located throughout rural Victoria. 22  The 

availability of public space for community use was seen to be an important 

requirement for urban and regional communities. Halls became the locus for 

community celebrations, meetings, funerals or whenever the community came 

together. The Beeac branch of the Sons of Temperance was granted reservation of land 

                                                             
20 Matthew Tonts, ‘Competitive sport and social capital in rural Australia’ in Journal of Rural Studies, 21, 
(2005): 137. 

21 Ballarat Courier, 19 December 1873, p. 4. 

22 Victorian Mechanics Institutes have been documented by Pam Baragwanath and Ken James, These Walls 
Speak Volumes: A History of Mechanics Institutes in Victoria (Ringwood North: Vic., Pam Baragwanath and Ken 
James, 2015). 
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for a hall. They would not have hired their hall when alcohol was to be served, but they 

would have made the hall available to community groups. Hall hire was a frequent 

revenue item in many friendly society cashbooks.  

When the Victorian 1875 Royal Commission tabled its report, it contained a list 

of thirty properties ‘reserved or granted to friendly societies’ of which twelve were 

specifically for recreational purposes.23 These reserves were available for public use 

as well as for friendly society events. Additionally, many friendly society events were 

open to the public (Table 17). 

 

 

                                                             
23 Victoria, Friendly Societies: Report of the Royal Commission Appointed to Inquire into the Working of the 
Friendly Societies Statute Together with Minutes of Evidence and Appendices. Melbourne: George Skinner, 
Acting Government Printer, 1876, p. xxxii. 
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   TABLE 17: PROPERTIES RESERVED OR GRANTED TO FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 

      

Friendly societies were formative in the provision of sports grounds that were 

available for public use in Melbourne and rural towns. Today, one of these sports 

grounds is still used for Australian Rules Football and netball in Warrnambool at the 

Friendly Societies Park. The twelve-acre Warrnambool site was first temporarily 

reserved as a ‘site for Friendly Societies Recreation purposes’ on 25 March 1870,24 

and then gazetted as permanently reserved on 18 August 1870.25 In 1886 it was being 

actively managed by the friendly societies with the ground trustees being drawn from 

Manchester Unity, Foresters, Hibernians, OST, Druids and the PAFS.26  

Probably the best known were the Friendly Society Gardens in Melbourne. 

Friendly societies would apply to use the Friendly Societies’ Gardens for sporting 

contests, picnics and celebrations (Figure 40).  

  

                                                             
24 Victoria, Victorian Government Gazette, 25 March 1870, p. 506. 

25 Victoria, Victorian Government Gazette, 18 August 1871, p. 1353. 

26 Victoria, Victorian Government Gazette, 26 February 1886, p. 596. 
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 27 

                                     FIGURE 40: FETE DAY AT THE FRIENDLY SOCIETY GARDENS 

  

The Druids used the Friendly Societies’ Gardens for their annual Easter Monday gala. 

The Melbourne site was gazetted on 19 April 1872 and comprised nearly thirty acres. 

The site’s northern boundary was the Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay United railway 

line (now the Richmond Station to Flinders Street Station line), Punt Road from the 

Yarra River to Swan Street, with the other boundary being the old course of the Yarra 

                                                             
27 Illustrated Australian News, Melbourne, 12 April 1879, p. 56. 
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River.28 Across the river were located the Royal Botanic Gardens and Government 

House on the hill (Figure 41). 

 

 29 

                                FIGURE 41: FRIENDLY SOCIETY GARDENS, MELBOURNE, 1898. 

 

     
The Irish community celebrated the centenary of the birth of Daniel O’Connell with a 

street procession and at a sports meeting at the Friendly Societies' Gardens (Figure 

42). The other principal days for which the Friendly Societies' Gardens were used 

were New Year’s Day, Easter Monday, St Patrick’s Day, Boxing Day, ‘and the 

anniversary of the trades unions.’30 

  

 

 

 

 

                                                             
28 Victoria, Victorian Government Gazette, 19 April 1872, p. 780. 

29 Museum Victoria collection, photograph April 1898, Item MM 8168. 

30 Illustrated Australian News, Melbourne, 12 April 1879, p. 10. 
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   31 

     FIGURE 42: CELEBRATING DAN O’CONNELL’S BIRTHDAY AT FRIENDLY SOCIETIES’ GARDENS. 

 

 Additional benefits were generated through the direct activities of friendly 

societies supporting community institutions. The minute books of friendly society 

meetings regularly featured hospitals and orphanages (usually worded as asylums) 

being sent the proceeds of fund-raising activities. Typical of many was the fete to be 

held on 9 November 1865 to celebrate the birthday of the Prince of Wales. The GUOOF 

advertised a sports day and other events with the proceeds to raise funds for the 

Melbourne Hospital, the Benevolent Asylum and the two orphanages in Melbourne.32 

The jubilee celebrations for the Ancient Order of Foresters, to be celebrated in 1900 at 

the Melbourne Town Hall, were to have a collection for ‘Melbourne charities.’ 33 

Melbourne hospitals were always major beneficiaries of friendly society philanthropy. 

In May 1913 Dr Mannix, the Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne laid the foundation 

stone for the Druids Wing at St Vincent’s Hospital.  

 

                                                             
31 Illustrated Australian News for Home Readers, Melbourne, 6 September 1875, p. 137.  

32 Age, 7 November 1865, p. 8. 

33 Ancient Order of Foresters, United Melbourne District, Minutes of Meeting, 2nd February 1900. The minutes 
of the meeting on 27th April 1900 recorded that the charities were the Melbourne and Children’s Hospitals. 
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 34  

          FIGURE 43: DRUIDS HOUSE, 1887, FIRST PRIZE IN A DRUIDS FUND RAISING RAFFLE. 

 

The Past Grand Master of the Druids was pleased to report that the Druids 

1912 gala had raised £12,700 and that in the past 27 years, the Druids had raised 

£73,000 for the hospital (Figure 43). He likened the non-sectarian philosophy of the 

Druids to the sisters at the hospital ignoring class and creed when admitting 

patients. 35  Twelve months previously, the Druids had donated £7,000 out of the 

£12,814 needed to fund the new Druids Wing at the Women’s Hospital in Carlton.36 

Individual members may have made similar donations, but it was the friendly society 

movement’s desire to be part of the community that caused them to identify their 

                                                             
34 Paterson Bros. photographer, & William Marshall & Co., printers. (1887), Druids' Gala, Easter Monday. 
Friendly Societies' Gardens [picture], State Library of Victoria, 
http://api.slv.vic.gov.au/access_record/2543511, website, accessed 14 September 2018. 

35 Argus, 12 May 1913, p. 11. 

36 Age, 8 August 1912, p. 11. 

http://api.slv.vic.gov.au/access_record/2543511
http://api.slv.vic.gov.au/access_record/2543511
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collective generosity. As well as generosity creating social capital, the creation of such 

social capital could also be multi-faceted.  

The meeting of the Manchester Unity, Loyal Hand of Friendship Lodge, Ballarat 

District, 17 January 1899, resolved to donate 10/- to the Manchester Unity babies’ cot 

at the Children’s Hospital (Melbourne Hospital for Sick Children), Melbourne; on 14 

March 1899 a half guinea was donated to the New South Wales Miners Fund; 27 

March 1900 £1 donated to the Ballarat Orphan Asylum. 37  In 1902, the Lodge 

supported the great Mt Kembla Colliery Disaster Fund, a mining accident that had 

killed 96 men and boys.38 During World War One, the emphasis changed with 10/6 

being donated to the Wounded Soldiers Fund on 10 August 1915.39 By 23 January 

1917, the Loyal Hand of Friendship Lodge was considering the cost of furnishing a 

room at the Ballarat Returned Soldiers Institute. At the next meeting, all local sister 

lodges were being requested to form a committee to oversee the project. This time 

the project did not proceed.40  

Patronage provided by friendly societies for events also enhanced the success 

of community events. In the early years of the Colony of Victoria, the laying of 

foundation stones at prominent buildings was a cause for great celebration with the 

Manchester Unity agreeing to participate in such events for the Court House (1842), 

New Melbourne Hospital and Princes Bridge (1846) and the Western Market 

(1855).41 Minutes of meetings of Manchester Unity, Loyal Hand of Friendship Lodge 

frequently included correspondence requesting patronage for community events. On 

16 December 1876, the Honorary Secretary of the Geelong Volunteer Fire brigade 

wrote to the Manchester Unity, Loyal Geelong Lodge: 

 

                                                             
37 Manchester Unity, NBAC Z190, Box 42, minute book. 

38 Manchester Unity, NBAC Z190, Box 42, minute book. 

39 Manchester Unity, NBAC Z190, Box 43, minute book. 

40 Manchester Unity, NBAC Z190, Box 43, minute book. 

41 Ross, A History of the Manchester Unity, pp. 14, 19, 35. 
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I have the honor on behalf of the above Brigade to respectfully 

solicit the patronage of your Society, on the occasion of the 

Moonlight Concert in Johnston Park on Monday January 1
st

1877. 

The proceeds of same to form a fund towards carrying out the 

United Fire Brigades Demonstration to be held in Geelong in 

May 1877.42 

 

A Ballarat Red Cross Aquatic carnival to be held on 19 February 1916 was granted 

such patronage with several branches combining to build a decorated boat.43 Such 

patronage was not one sided in its impact. As well as attaching influential and 

respected patronage to an event, it also provided an opportunity for the friendly 

society to publicise its existence and importance to the community with the hope of 

new members coming forward.  

 

Voluntarism, Charity and The Extent of Welfare 
 

Volunteering is another vital component in the creation of social capital by friendly 

societies.44 This is not to suggest that only members of friendly societies took up the 

altruistic act of volunteering. Volunteering for all manner of causes, by many 

community groups, was a feature the nineteenth century.45 Stephen Davies explored 

                                                             
42 Geelong Volunteer Fire Brigade, Correspondence, Geelong Heritage Centre, GRS 102/4 (loose inserted in 
the Minute Book, MUIOOF, 1867-1870). 

43 Manchester Unity, NBAC Z190, Box 43, minute book. 

44 Voluntarism and the voluntary work in Australia has been studied by Melanie Oppenheimer, see 
Volunteering: Why We Can’t Survive Without It (Sydney: UNSW Press, 2008), and Melanie Oppenheimer and 
Jeni Warburton (eds.), Volunteering in Australia (Annandale, N.S.W.: Federation Press, 2014). 

45  A leading nineteenth-century voluntarist text was by Samuel Smiles, Self-Help (London: John Murray, 
1859). The theme was also developed by Peter H. J. H. Gosden, Self-Help: Voluntary Associations in the 19th 
Century (London: Batsford, 1973). Moral causes such as the anti-slavery and anti-corn law movements were 
early British voluntarist activities, see Alex Tyrell, ‘Voluntarism and self-help’ in Martin Hewitt, (ed.) The 
Victorian World (Oxford: Routledge, 2012), p. 348; in an Australian context, Shurlee Swain noted that such 
voluntarism occurred with the expectation that the charities, hospitals and the like would also be supported 
by government assistance. Swain considered this to be an ‘undemocratic taint’ by virtue of the power held by 
the volunteers with the recipients having little voice or rights, see Shurlee Swain, ‘Voluntarism’ in 
 



217 

 

self-help and mutual aid within the context of a voluntarist conception of welfare. He 

identified three ideals as being observable in persons who partook of self-help and 

mutual aid. The first ideal is an individualist conception of society wherein ‘human 

society and community are seen as composed of free-standing and independent 

individuals and … free cooperation and interaction of those individuals.’ Second, 

Davies described the idea of self as being ‘the identity and nature of the individual 

human being, (and) is to a great degree self-made or self-determined and the product 

of choices and free actions of the person.’ Davies’s third and most important ideal is 

‘the belief that the key to general welfare is the welfare and happiness of individuals.’46 

What Davies has drawn out in these ideals are the virtues underpinning self-help and 

mutual aid and by default the voluntarist activities of the friendly society movement. 

Friendly societies by their self-help and mutual nature were at the forefront of being 

member-operated organisations. Most friendly societies elected new officers every six 

months and all members were expected to volunteer for an organisation role on a 

rotational basis. Thus cooperation, interaction, free action and welfare would become 

foundational features of friendly societies along with the raison d’être of their 

existence – the good health of members. 

 James Smith’s Cyclopedia of Victoria, in which notable individuals in rural and 

urban districts of Victoria are featured, provides examples of individual volunteering 

as a matter of course. Thomas Crump, who established himself as a general merchant 

in Horsham, Victoria, was a vice president of the local hospital as well as a member of 

the Rechabites. Crump was also a Mason, an active member of the Presbyterian Church 

and on the board of the Horsham Fruit Preserving Factory. Arthur Hocking, a Horsham 

foundry owner and member of the Manchester Unity, ‘has been identified with public 

affairs in connection with the Hospital and other local institutions … always to the fore 

in any movement conducive to the advancement of the town.’ John Gibson of 

Rupanyup, Victoria, was particularly busy during his spare time being secretary of the 

local agricultural society, trustee of the Cemetery Board and Recreation reserve as 

                                                             

eMelbourne: the city past and present, http://www.emelbourne.net.au/biogs/EM01569b.htm, online, 
acceded 13 March 2019. 

46 Stephen Davies, ‘Two conceptions of welfare: Voluntarism and incorporationism’ in Social Philosophy & 
Policy, 14, 2 (1997): p. 43. 

 

http://www.emelbourne.net.au/biogs/EM01569b.htm
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well as being a Mason and Oddfellow. 47  These and hundreds of other examples 

detailed by Smith exemplify the ethos of a person who joined a friendly society. These 

men were part of a voluntarist era, a social phenomenon that evinced core elements 

including self-help and mutual aid.  

 The importance of health and voluntarism are to be seen in the reports of the 

Foresters. The printed minutes of the 16 October 1885 quarterly district meeting of 

the United Melbourne District record those members of the Foresters who were Life 

Governors of various institutions; two members were Life Governors of the Melbourne 

Benevolent Asylum, three of the Melbourne Hospital, one each of the Kyneton and 

Gippsland Hospitals and two of the Inglewood Hospital. Such roles may have been 

because of the fundraising efforts of the Society or of themselves but either way, they 

were setting an example to the members of their friendly society. Further they were 

presenting the Foresters and themselves to the community as being philanthropic and 

charitable; an acknowledgement of their roles in creating community benefits. 

 Examining the nature of social welfare existing in the nineteenth century 

enhances an understanding of the place of friendly societies. The background settings 

of charitable and benevolent institutions providing this welfare, complement the 

growth of friendly societies in this period. The increasing interaction of the State is 

also observable. The emerging wealth of the Colony was funding an infrastructure of 

institutions and buildings for learning, transport and recreation that reflected a 

developing civil society. But, of concern to many citizens, including women, was the 

welfare of others who may not have benefited from the golden bounty dug from the 

ground.48  

  The provision of welfare and the accompanying attitudes of the then civil 

society, of which friendly societies were to become a part, provide additional context. 

From early days in the Colony, civil society in Victoria featured men and women 

volunteering for roles that embraced the provision of charity and welfare. An era of 

                                                             
47 Smith, The Cyclopedia of Victoria, passim. 

48 Health care, a critical element of social welfare, has a strong historiography. The historical influences and 
legacies are well presented in: Sidney Sax, A Street of Interests: Politics and Policies in Australian Health 
Services (Sydney: George Allen & Unwin, 1984); Pamela Behan, Solving the Health Care Problem: How Other 
Nations succeeded and why the United States Has Not (Albany, New York: State University of New York Press, 
2006), Chapter 3. 
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self-help and mutual institutions became a feature of Victorian civil society. This was 

also the era that saw the rise of charitable and benevolent societies that, while not 

featuring the same mutual characteristics as friendly societies, were also agents in the 

provision of such welfare as a citizen of the day might seek to receive. 

Geoffrey Finlayson observed that many twentieth-century writers on the 

subject of welfare systems have used as a starting point the existing systems then in 

place, being those that reflected the then ‘dominant cultural and political 

characteristics’; this reflecting the activities of the State.49 This comparative approach 

causes an examination of welfare from some base point all the way up to the apex 

being the state welfare system. What this process ignores, and Finlayson explores, is 

the examination of the ‘vacuum left by voluntarism, which puts the responsibility for 

welfare on the individual, acting either for himself or for others.’ This observation 

highlights two types of voluntarism being that of acting for oneself which Finlayson 

describes as ‘self-regarding’ or alternatively acting for others that he describes as 

‘other-regarding.’50 Friendly societies by their self-help, mutual-aid characteristics 

are readily labelled as self-regarding, but this descriptor is too simplistic. Friendly 

societies in Victoria were not primarily charitable institutions but they were 

significant community-based participants in charitable activities. This charitable 

participation occurred alongside being charitably disposed to friendly society 

members and their families, especially widows, who may have fallen on hard times.  

The delivery of nineteenth-century social welfare and the role of Finlayson’s 

voluntarism in Victoria were largely dependent on the effectiveness of the available 

social capital within the existing civil society. The segments of civil society with 

concerns for the welfare of fellow citizens fell into four major categories, both self-

regarding and other-regarding, being those who: 

 

                                                             
49 Geoffrey B. A. M. Finlayson, ‘A moving frontier: Voluntarism and the State in British social welfare 1911-
1949’ in Twentieth Century British History, 1, 2 (1990): 183-184.  

50 Geoffrey B. A. M. Finlayson, ‘A moving frontier’, pp. 183-184. 
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1. Conducted visitations of the poor and formed themselves into 

networks of which the St. Vincent de Paul and the Ladies Benevolent 

Society were primary examples. 

2. Established hospitals and benevolent asylums in regional and urban 

communities usually under the patronage of their leading citizens. 

3. Were evangelical missionaries seeking to save the souls of the poor 

(and presumably their own) through charitable effort and good works. 

4. Promoted self-reliance, independence of action and mutual self-regard 

through cooperative effort and thrifty habits especially within the 

sphere of friendly societies and to a lesser degree, trade unions and 

other benefit societies.51  

 

These four segments of civil society did not necessarily work in concert. There was a 

contested discourse in respect of the ‘deserving and undeserving poor’ and the 

charitable institutions that assisted those who Lieut. Governor Charles La Trobe 

described as ‘the poor, indigent, or restless’.52 As well, sectarian differences caused 

multiple charitable institutions to be established. 

Rev. J. Dunmore Lang sought to encourage Protestant migrants and personally 

paid for hundreds of migrants as well as tirelessly promoting migration to Victoria in 

British publications.53 Organisations such as the Girls Friendly Society (not a friendly 

society in the context of this thesis) liaised with the matrons that accompanied single 

women emigrating on ships as assisted migrants lured by the prospect of work in 

                                                             
51 The development of social welfare in Australia during the nineteenth century has a strong historiography 
with relevant texts including: Brian Dickey, No Charity There: A Short History of Social Welfare in Australia 
(West Melbourne, Vic.: Nelson, 1980); Murphy, A Decent Provision; for Victoria, see Shurlee Swain, The 
Victorian Charity Network in the 1890's, PhD thesis, 1976, Department of History, The University of 
Melbourne.  

52 Charles La Trobe, Further Papers Relative to the Further Discovery of Gold in Australia (London: 1852), cited 
by David Goodman, Gold Seeking: Victoria and California in the 1850s (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 
1994). 

53 Richard Broome, Arriving, The Victorians (McMahons Point, N.S.W.: Fairfax, Syme & Weldon Associates, 
1984), pp. 44-45. 
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domestic service or hopefully marriage.54 As well intentioned as such philanthropic 

work may have been, it was not always altruistic. Janice Gothard argued that 

‘benevolent maternalism’ could be harshly prescriptive for immigrant single women 

wherein the provision of temporary charitable accommodation for the newly arrived 

could cause a loss of liberty, a requirement to adhere to ‘values thought proper for 

them within middle-class colonial society’ – the latter ensuring that they would 

become suitable domestic servants for the philanthropically orientated middle-class 

community.55 No less self-interested were the evangelists who used visitations to 

those in poverty as an opportunity to discern ‘the inner moral character of those who 

experienced it … evangelical faith provided the motivation to assist and have one’s 

sympathy excited, but it also enhanced the confidence that one could scrutinize the 

soul.’56 

About the influence of the churches, Geoffrey Blainey asserted that ‘many 

social movements which at first sight seem to lie outside the churches gained impetus 

from versions of Christianity’, with the clerics being ‘the busiest social workers’ in 

nineteenth-century Victoria.57 The need for welfare commenced before embarking on 

the voyage to Victoria. Although many immigrants were swept up by the spiel of the 

assisted-migration agents touting for business or they received glowing letters from 

family or sponsors already established in the Colony, frequently there was a need to 

escape from dire circumstances and a life of potential pauperism. Ever the 

contentious issue, pauperism loomed large in the context of assisted migration when 

debating over who should have contributed to the cost of the assisted passage. Some 

philanthropic commentary was less than generous when debating ‘whether financial 

assistance towards the cost of passage should be in the form of a loan or gift. Purists 

regarded any ‘gift’ of funds as pauperising; reducing the recipient to an object of 

philanthropy … demeaning when offered to middle-class women … the gift of charity 

was to be bestowed on members of a ‘lower’ class, not on one’s own.’58 
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In April 1845 parishioners of Melbourne’s first Protestant Church, St James 

Old Cathedral, in King Street, Melbourne, established the St James’ Visiting Society. In 

the year, some Anglican women established the St James' Dorcas Society. The Society 

began sheltering orphaned children in 1849, in a building in Queen Street, Melbourne 

and in 1851, changed its name to St James' Orphan Asylum and Visiting Society. When 

the decision was made in 1853 to separate the provision of residential care from 

emergency support for families, the name Melbourne Orphan Asylum was adopted.59 

The Presbyterian Female Visiting Society was also established in 1845 although by 

1851 it was renamed the Melbourne Ladies Benevolent Society with its mission being 

to assist the deserving poor, a large body of fell into necessitous circumstances when 

their failed gold-prospecting endeavours left them impoverished. The Melbourne 

Ladies Benevolent Society became the pre-eminent benevolent society in Victoria, 

with active casework assessments of those deserving of assistance, fund raising, and 

organisational activities undertaken by the respectable middle-class matrons of 

Melbourne.60  

Although the churches may have mobilised assistance for immigrants whose 

bodies and souls were in necessitous circumstances, there were more pragmatic 

matters requiring attention. A growing population living in often-unsanitary 

conditions put pressure on the health of the community. Disease, accidents in 

factories, mines and at home as well as unsophisticated medical knowledge all 

combined to make living a precarious proposition. Since the 1840s, concerned 

citizens had been establishing hospitals and charitable institutions on an as needs 

basis. The population increase that accompanied the gold rushes of the 1850s 

exacerbated that need. The Colony then witnessed a period of some forty years during 

which the State and its citizenry undertook separate roles in respect of the provision 

of charity and welfare. Contemporaneously, during the period 1847 to 1890, seven 

                                                             
59 Australian Government, Find & Connect, 
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/ref/vic/biogs/E000181b.htm, website, accessed 14 August 2018; see 
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Acts of Parliament covering hospitals and charities were enacted and three Royal 

Commissions were established to report on the same institutions. 61  Despite this 

government activity of enquiries and legislation, the role of the State in the provision 

of welfare can only be viewed at best as being complementary to the role undertaken 

by the citizens of Victoria.  

These separate roles, undertaken by the State and citizens, operated for the 

mutual benefit of each group. On one hand, the citizens of Victoria undertook 

charitable endeavours and philanthropy. John Murphy described the activities as 

occurring at the same time as ‘the emergence of social Christianity, with its more 

progressive intent to take both faith and charity to the urban poor.’62 Women were 

able to undertake activities that emulated patronage, which was for them an enviable 

pastime in Victorian Britain. On the other hand, the State took on the role of the less 

socially attractive activity of providing funds that would protect the health of citizens 

rather than caring for the sick and distressed. This was done without any commitment 

to the provision of welfare services. The charitable work of citizens ensured that the 

cost to government for the provision of welfare was less than it might otherwise have 

been. There is little evidence that this was an outcome sought by the community, but 

it was an outcome that was mutually beneficial for the State and the promoters of 

charitable institutions. As separate as the two groups may have been, there was a co-

operative process for some projects. Friendly societies participated in this co-

operative process. Hospitals were an example, especially the first Melbourne Hospital.  

When the Corporation of Melbourne was established in 1842, disease was 

spreading detrimentally to the health of the community, without proper attention by 

a local authority. Something urgently needed to be done. Henry Turner later declared 

‘Dysentery, and what was then called colonial fever, probably identical with typhoid, 

                                                             
61 Legislation for hospitals and charities for the Port Phillip District of the Colony of New South Wales was 
enacted in 1847 and 1850, and for the Colony of Victoria in 1860 (VPP116). In 1862 a Royal Commission was 
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upon the condition and management of the charitable institutions of the colony, and generally into all matters 
therewith.’ Amending legislation followed in 1884 (VPP 816) and 1885 (VPP 847). In 1890 the Royal 
Commission on Charitable Institutions took evidence with a new Hospitals and Charities Act following (VPP 
1099). 
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were serious scourges during the summer of 1841-42.’63 Action was required. One 

group of citizens set up a theatre company to provide entertainment that would raise 

funds for a hospital.64 This project created one of the earliest charitable causes in 

Victoria and the Melbourne Hospital opened on 15 March 1848. The manner of 

funding and operating the hospital at that time is illustrative of the times. It was based 

on the European concept of the ‘voluntary hospital movement’ that had a strong 

desire to assist the poor. The characteristics of a voluntary hospital included: 

 

1. Voluntary subscriptions towards both the construction and maintenance of 

the hospital; 

2. Administration of the hospital by voluntary management; 

3. The service of honorary visiting staff giving their work gratuitously; 

4. Treatment given to the poor without any payment required.65 

 

Although the project had the support of the Lieutenant Governor La Trobe through a 

£50 donation,66 the Governor of New South Wales would not provide total funding. 

The Victorian Legislative Council provided £450 as well as £20 for maintenance.67 

Individual donors had to be sought for the balance of the funds and they were 

nominated as governors or subscribers depending on their level of benefaction to the 

hospital.  

This model of funding and operating the Melbourne Hospital was to be 

replicated by many similar institutions in Victoria during the last half of the 

nineteenth century. The State provided a portion of the capital cost for buildings, etc. 
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and the subscribers contributed the balance of funds needed for the capital works and 

operational expenditures. More importantly, the citizens organised the labour that 

ran the institutions. The Melbourne Hospital had been desperately needed and the 

State was not able to cope with the infirm and distressed citizens as efficiently as the 

privately managed charities. Historian A. G. L. Shaw opined that these charities were 

‘based on Friendly Societies, masonic lodges or churches.’68 The role of the State in 

funding hospitals continued to maintain a focus on the fabric of the structures rather 

than the patients themselves.  

At the time of opening the Melbourne Hospital in March 1848, the emerging 

town was still governed from New South Wales and in 1847 an Act had been 

promulgated that provided the framework for the control of hospitals. The legislation 

described hospitals as being ‘maintained partly by private contributions and partly 

by aid from the public funds’.69 In 1863, the Royal Commission into Municipalities and 

Charitable Institutions was established with terms of reference to ‘investigate the 

amount and character of the relief provided for the sick and destitute in the various 

districts of the Colony, by the establishment of charitable institutions’.70 The context 

of this 1863 Royal Commission must be seen in the light of the financial difficulties of 

the times. Although the Commission reported that the State provided 75% of the 

building and maintenance costs, Gregory states that ‘the political instability of the 

1860s was a factor in determining and receiving the government grants. The failure 

to pass the various Appropriation Bills meant funds allocated to the (Melbourne) 

hospital were frequently delayed … there was an atmosphere of constant political 

crisis’.71  

 A conclusion drawn from the 1863 Royal Commission is that the State wanted 

to provide funding to institutions that had committees and trustees that would handle 
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the day-to-day operations. If the institutions could finance themselves or could obtain 

payment from the patients and inmates, the Commission recommended a reduction 

or abolition of State aid. Citizens of Victoria fulfilled their moral duties by increasing 

the number of charitable institutions. Six years later, the 1870 Royal Commission into 

Charitable Institutions once again canvassed this vexed matter. It reported that its 

tour of inspection ‘brought forcibly under our notice the fact that the number of 

charities receiving State aid has materially increased.’ 72  The Commission Report 

recommended inter alia that building grants for charitable purposes be discontinued, 

many rural institutions be amalgamated, many institutions should have State aid 

discontinued and that municipalities be charged an amount that would be collected 

by them based on rateable values of all property. Recognition of the work of citizens, 

particularly the ladies’ benevolent societies, is most evident in 1870 report. 

 

 These societies possess most deservedly the full confidence of the 

public. They manage with the true spirit of charity - no paid staff, 

no paid collector… with these ladies the effort to relieve human 

suffering is indeed a labor (sic) of love. It is undeniable that we have 

to thank the Melbourne Ladies’ Benevolent Society and the 

Immigrants’ Aid Society that we are not now subjected to an 

obnoxious Poor Law.73  

 

The all-male Committee of Commissioners specifically exempted the Ladies’ 

Benevolent Societies from the list of institutions recommended to lose their State aid. 

The mutually beneficial role undertaken by philanthropically minded citizens, that 

relieved the State of both expenditures and effort, is well illustrated by the role of a 

group of women in Victoria, the Melbourne Ladies’ Benevolent Society. What emerges 

from a review of the Ladies’ Benevolent Society is that its roots were grown in the 

same ground as the friendly societies. The cultural baggage carried by friendly society 
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members out from Britain also contained the philanthropic notions exemplified by 

the London Charity Organisation Society founded in 1869 and its earlier iterations. 

This mirroring of the translocation of friendly societies from England reflected an 

attempt to re-create a lifestyle of British respectable society. Middle-class women in 

Victoria could emulate their cousins at ‘home’. To some degree, their role can be 

likened to that of the pioneering women of Australia who maintained the home while 

their husbands were away at work. In urban middle-class and wealthy Melbourne, 

women found a mutually beneficial role for themselves by maintaining the 

community with an involvement in charity and welfare. Brian Dickey described the 

Melbourne Ladies’ Benevolent Society as ‘the most explicitly imported from England 

of all the Australian colonial charities of the nineteenth century’.74  

However, in respect of the provision of welfare, by the 1890s there was a 

change in government attitude and in the views of the community. Despite the 

proclamation of the Colony of Victoria, the vast quantities of gold mined, the 

transformation from pastoral based economy to one in which its principal city was 

described by journalist George Augustus Sala in 1885 as ‘Marvellous Melbourne’, by 

1891 the Colony was in a state of flux. The authorities became aware that the funding 

of charities was an ongoing concern and determined to hold another enquiry. A Royal 

Commission to inquire into the operations of Charitable Institutions was 

commissioned in March 1890 when economic distress had not become fully evident; 

when the report was tabled in late1891 many Victorian households were 

experiencing financial distress. By 1891 financial speculation and corruption resulted 

in a spectacular crash, with banks and businesses failing. Reporting on the condition 

and management of the Charitable Institutions was the general purpose of the inquiry.  

 Although noting the ‘ungrudgingly’ devoted ‘time and labour’ of local 

committees and institutions, the Commission stated there was negligence ‘through 

lack of interest shown by subscribers and other causes.’ 75  The Commissioners’ 

recommendations sought to alter the traditional methodology of empathetic citizens 

with their faith and secular based activities to alleviate the distress of the poor. Both 
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the process of State funding and the accountability of institutions to the State for such 

funding had to change.  

Government expenditure priorities in the 1890s were also swayed by a new 

Australian nationalism that T. H. Kewley cites R. A. Gollan, describing as ‘partly 

apprehension of present reality, partly aspiration towards an ideal future in 

Australia’. 76  These aspirations included the notion that government had a 

responsibility to concern itself with the welfare of the citizens. Legislation was 

required to implement such reforms. In Victoria, such socially and economically 

orientated legislation included the 1900 and 1901 Old Age Pensions Acts and the 1890 

Factories and Shops Act; the latter providing greater supervision and regulation of 

factories and workrooms and the limitation of the hours of trading in shops. The 

Hospitals and Charities Act 1890, Sections 22 to 25, broke new ground by regulating 

the circumstances when a patient or their family would be liable to pay for hospital 

services; the Royal Commissions’ recommended funding through municipal rates or 

other ‘universal’ methods was not adopted. A major change in the source of funding 

finally occurred with the enactment of the 1895- and 1896-Income Tax Acts. Here at 

last was a more universal funding arrangement.  

 

Friendly Society Responses 
 

If charitable and benevolent institutions worked in conjunction with the State to 

provide welfare, what was the role of friendly societies? Friendly societies undertook 

a philanthropic role. They were not charities or benevolent institutions. Friendly 

societies saw their role as supporting those who were best placed to operate those 

organisations. In 1846, it was time to lay the foundation stone for the new Melbourne 

Hospital. The IOOF and the St Patrick’s Society were there along with the Freemasons 

and temperance societies. All were keen to show off the importance of their role in 

the growing town. Coinciding with the laying of the foundation stone for the soon to 

be named Prince’s Bridge, the Port Phillip Gazette was effusive in its praise of a display 
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‘of greater magnitude has never been witnessed in the Southern hemisphere … 

splendour of the numerous banners fluttering in the breeze … (noting) the peculiarity 

of those of the Odd Fellows.’77 Donations were required to ensure the hospital would 

be built. Donations to the appeal fund were not publicly acknowledged.78 However, 

we can assume the friendly societies were keen to donated to the appeal fund with 

the St Patrick’s Society noted as promising to donate to the cause.79 At the time of 

laying the foundation stone, the community had been engulfed by the news of the 

Great Famine in Ireland. Unsurprisingly, the St Patrick’s Society, at its 1 September 

1846 meeting, voted to send £20 to the Irish Relief Fund. 80  The Fund had been 

established in the previous month.81 

Melbourne District Secretary of the Foresters, when writing to the Mayor and 

Corporation of Melbourne on 11 December 1865, sought the Corporation’s support 

for the annual New Year’s Day fete being ‘held for the benevolent purposes of the 

Order.’82 Benevolent purposes did not represent benefits that would flow to members 

of a friendly society but rather were in respect of the charitable institutions and 

causes that were of wider community concern. Such causes included the Crimean War 

Patriotic Fund that was an Empire-encompassing cause instigated in London. The 

Lancashire cotton crisis caused by a shortage of raw cotton from America during the 

early 1860s had Victorian lodges sending £223 to a Cotton Operatives Relief Fund.83 

New Year fetes, balls and Easter parades were regular activities that collected for the 

hospitals, benevolent asylums and other charitable organisations. In 1858, the 

Ballarat Asylum was built to give a home to widows and children who were left 

destitute after the loss of the breadwinner, often down the dangerous mines. But by 

1863, the need for a separate Orphans Asylum was apparent and on Boxing Day 1864, 

the friendly societies held a fund-raising event. Out of £1,692/19s/2d raised in the 
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community, the ‘Oddfellows of Ballarat … raised £773/3s/3d (with it being) the most 

successful sports meeting that had ever been held in Victoria up to that date…there 

were 17,000 spectators.’84 The Melbourne Hospital continued to be a recipient of the 

funds raised at benefit events. In 1867, a hoarding on the fence of the Melbourne 

Hospital includes advertising for a benefit event being conducted by the Foresters 

(Figure 44). 

 

 85 

                                                 FIGURE 44: MELBOURNE HOSPITAL, 1867. 

 

    Regional cities and towns also benefited from the responses of friendly 

societies. In 1850, it was the turn of Geelong to have a foundation stone laid at the site 

of a new hospital. Interestingly, it was at an 1849 meeting of the Trustees of the Irish 

and Scotch Relief Fund that the idea for a benevolent asylum arose.86 On Wednesday, 

1 May 1850, the IOOF were to hold a church service before proceeding to the 

ceremony to be joined by the Manchester Unity lodge. Both societies had pledged 
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donations to an appeal fund.87 In the evening, at Mack’s Hotel, the celebrations and 

speeches were long (Figure 45). 

 

88 

                                                      FIGURE 45: MACK’S HOTEL, GEELONG, 1857. 

 

Amongst the many toasts, Henry Moor, MLC, a member of the Independent Order of 

Rechabites, gave the toast to the Governor, Sir Charles FitzRoy, himself an Oddfellow. 

The Noble Grand of the Loyal Geelong Lodge, Manchester Unity, Mr Roy, and Dr 

Forster Shaw, the Geelong Coroner, also of Manchester Unity, responded to the toasts 

to Manchester Unity. Other toasts were made to the IOOF and the Rechabites.  

Important holidays frequently became occasions when the friendly societies, 

individually or singularly, promoted fund raising activities. Boxing Day, New Year’s 

Day and Easter were particularly important dates for these events. The Bendigo 

Easter Fair was an annual gathering in aid of local charitable institutions. In 1887, 

preceding the fixture of athletic events and entertainment, a procession of the town’s 

citizens and public bodies moved from the Town Hall, through the city streets to the 

Upper Reserve off View Street. The friendly societies as part of the community 

marched along with the brass bands, the trades’ unions, fire brigades and dignitaries. 
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The list of societies was extensive: the spectators knew them as the Manchester Unity, 

IOOF, GUOOF, the Foresters the Hibernians, the German Sick Club (Deutscher Verein), 

the Druids, the Gardeners and the Natives. The report of the event lumped all the 

temperance societies under one heading but would have included the Rechabites and 

the OST.89 

The 1890s financial depression did not stop the endeavours of the societies. 

The Bendigo Advertiser reported that Brother Tregear addressing the MUIOOF’s 

annual Bendigo Hospital parade of nearly 300 members. Tregear noted that despite 

the ‘depression as affecting the funds of the charitable institutions … never before had 

they needed funds more than at present.’ Such was the importance of the parade that 

their members with influence featured in full view of the crowds including Brothers 

Joseph Sternberg MLC, Daniel B. Lazarus MLA (brother-in-law of Sternberg), Walter 

A. Hamilton MLA and Joseph H. Abbott MLC. 90 The Manchester Unity was not just part 

of the community, they could show they were in the highest echelon of civic life. Even 

in the smallest towns, friendly societies became involved. The 2 December 1910 

Walhalla Chronicle featured the Walhalla Hospital carnival (Figure 46). The paper 

reported ‘A big crowd turned out on Sunday afternoon to view the procession, 

composed of members of the I.O.O.F., A.O.F., and M.U.I.O.O.F. in regalia, Fire Brigade 

and Cadets in uniform, headed by the Police Band…it is anticipated that £180 will be 

added to the hospital funds’91 
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FIGURE 46: WALHALLA HOSPITAL CARNIVAL PROCESSION 1910, ODDFELLOWS HALL ON RIGHT. 

 

This chapter has placed friendly societies in the centre of formative 

nineteenth-century developments in Victoria. These developments included the 

spread of the population throughout the new Colony and the gradual growth of 

citizen-based welfare agencies. Friendly societies were not an isolated cohort of 

institutions. Friendly societies were integrated into the fabric of society. Significant 

impetus in their spread into the community came from the population growth 

spurred on by the gold rushes as miners moved across the landscape. Those for whom 

the nineteenth century ideals of mutual self-help were aspirational goals actively 

managed them. Contemporaneously, charities and benevolent societies became active 

welfare participants in the towns and rural centres of Victoria. Men in many instances 

may have established these organisations but they provided women with an 

opportunity to be seen to be active participants in morally appropriate welfare 

activities. Friendly societies worked alongside the charities and benevolent 

institutions through philanthropic activities that, with banner flying processions, 

fetes and fund-raising activities, gave them a deserved prominence in the eyes of the 

citizenry. 

                                                             
92 Walhalla 1910 Hospital Carnival, Wikimedia Commons; Lee Brothers. 1890, Lee collection of photographs 
of the Walhalla region, Victoria, http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-152072682, website, accessed 20 April 2107. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-152072682
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Unlike many of the contested relationships between the State and the citizens 

of Victoria in the mid to late 1800s, the provision of welfare was one of shared action 

that was mutually beneficial for both participants. Commencing from the building of 

the first hospital in Melbourne, the State provided a portion of the capital and 

recurrent funding but did not provide the operational and management inputs for the 

day to day running of hospitals and charitable institutions. This latter activity was in 

the hands of committees of concerned and philanthropically minded citizens. The role 

of State funding was tested during three Royal Commissions but effectively there was 

no change during the fifty-year period to the 1890s; it was not until 1890 that patients 

and their carers could be held liable for reimbursing the charitable institutions for 

their services. Rating arrangements using municipalities to collect universal funding 

was never achieved despite being a recommendation in all three Royal Commissions.  

It was the work of the citizens that saved government expenditure and the 

need to be responsible for the charitable institutions. The role of the governors and 

committees of the institutions was gladly taken up by the wealthy and middle classes 

in an emulation of Victorian Britain, a role that served many beneficial purposes, 

especially for women who were motivated by moral concerns as well as a desire to be 

seen to be going good works. Friendly societies therefore existed in an environment 

where welfare agencies were managed by the efforts of citizens and the State was 

responsible for construction and maintenance of hospitals. Theirs was a prominent 

role that would assist members to mitigate the need for the services of either welfare 

or hospitals though the availability of affordable medical attendance and sickness 

benefits. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

Medicine, Drugs and Power 
 

The objective of this chapter is to investigate the interaction of health professionals 

with friendly society members. The relationship with doctors and pharmacists were 

prominent concerns for the friendly society movement up to 1920. I will argue that 

friendly societies were a significant and formative factor in the evolution of the 

medical and pharmaceutical professions in Victoria. The relationship between 

friendly societies in Victoria and health professionals, although harmonious for many 

decades, would ultimately evince tension that would lead to the medical profession 

embarking on a form of industrial action likened to union activity. Somewhat less 

tumultuous but in a similar vein, the friendly societies engaged with the emerging 

pharmacy profession to control the interaction of members with pharmacists 

concerning the availability and prices of efficacious medicines.  

The health of friendly society members was of paramount importance if the 

societies were to remain financially viable. Members with poor health and claiming 

benefits drained the friendly societies’ coffers. It was also a constant concern of the 

authorities that friendly societies may not have been financially viable. The Registrar 

of Friendly Societies’ reports in most years commented on the inadequacy or 

otherwise of contribution rates in the light of benefits being claimed.1 But the health 

of members was not the only factor influencing viability – the cost of medical 

attendance and the prices of medicines were major determinants in the viability tests 

for setting contribution rates. The matter of fees, contribution rates, prices for 

services and other issues permeated the relationships between the health 

professional and the societies for the whole period of this thesis, 1835 to 1920.  

The provision of medical attendance was a primary function of all societies 

and for which they contracted a doctor on an annual basis. Appointing a lodge doctor, 

                                                             
1 The Registrar of Friendly Societies, the Government Statist and in some years, the Actuary for Friendly 
Societies variously tabled annual reports in the Legislative Council (1855) and Parliament (1856 onwards) 
all of which are in the Victorian Parliamentary Papers. 
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or club doctor, as they were alternatively titled, was one of the first steps for every 

branch of every friendly society. The role of lodge doctor was a title carried by many 

doctors in private practice and initially this role included the provision of drugs and 

medicines. Contemporaneously, during the middle of the nineteenth century, the 

medical and pharmaceutical professions found themselves in dispute over who 

should be compounding and selling drugs and medicines.2 The pharmacy profession 

became firmly established in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, successfully 

taking that activity away from the doctors. Soon after, the provision of medicines by 

the emerging pharmaceutical profession also became a contentious issue for friendly 

societies. The contest was equally as fierce as that with doctors as friendly societies 

attempted to control the supply and prices of medicines provided to members.  

Despite the tensions that existed, the relationship with health professionals 

had positive aspects that are frequently ignored by historians. The community 

benefits generated by the participation of friendly societies in civil society is pivotal 

to the central arguments of this thesis. I argue that this applies especially in respect 

of the relationship with the medical profession. It will be seen that the community 

benefited from the formational role played by the friendly societies in the 

development of the medical profession in Victoria. This formational role was 

multifaceted and will be seen to have impacted on health professionals in ways that 

promoted the development and expansion of the medical profession. 

 

Appointment of Club Doctor 
 

Most friendly societies included the availability of medical attendance and medicines 

in the objectives of the society. Variously named club doctor, Court surgeon, Lodge 

doctor or medical officer, the role of a suitably qualified person was outlined in the 

Rules of each friendly society. This was a role that suited a younger practitioner who 

may have been a newly arrived immigrant or one of the graduates from the Sydney or 

                                                             

2 The disputes are well documented in: Tony S. Pensabene, The Rise of the Medical Practitioner in Victoria, 
Research Monograph /Health Research Project (Canberra: Australian National University, 1980); Gregory 
Haines, A History of Pharmacy in Victoria (Melbourne: Australian Pharmaceutical Publishing Co. in association 
with the Pharmaceutical Society of Australia (Victorian Branch), 1994). Also, David Sharpe and Kathleen 
Sharpe, Pharmacy Families: Henry Francis in Australia, 1849-1999 (Melbourne: Cossar, 1999). 
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Melbourne University medical schools. Some friendly societies contracted with more 

than one doctor presumably to ensure that members in larger branches could 

promptly receive attention. Irrespective of the experience of the doctor, competition 

for available positions could be intense especially in the wealthier towns and urban 

areas where full time employment positions were also available through the friendly 

societies.  

 Alternatively, in a small town several societies may have combined to employ 

a doctor. Typically, of the search for a doctor to attend their members, newspaper 

advertisements were used: 

 

MEDICAL TENDERS are invited from Medical Gentlemen to 

attend the members of three Friendly Societies at Walhalla. 

For particulars apply to – William Callow; Jnr; Secretary, 

Medical Committee, Walhalla.3 

 

Although not through single friendly societies, the last three decades of the nineteenth 

century saw doctors being employed full time by the various medical institutes and 

dispensaries established in major centres around Victoria. Names such as the Emerald 

Hill United Friendly Societies Dispensary and Melbourne United Friendly Societies 

Dispensary became places of stable employment for fortunate doctors who did not 

seek private practice. Competition for the role of medical officer for the Bendigo United 

Friendly Societies Dispensary and Medical Institute in 1896 is illustrative of the 

exhaustive process for the position. This was a position that did not allow the 

incumbent to conduct a private practice and received a stipend of £450 per annum. 4 

Meeting on 15 May 1896, the member delegates had to choose one name from 

twenty-eight aspirants.5 The balloting system reduced the field to ten candidates, then 

                                                             
3 Gippsland Times, 30 August 1873, p. 2. 

4 Approximately $67,700 in 2017 using the Reserve bank of Australia, Pre-Decimal Inflation Calculation, 
online https://www.rba.gov.au/calculator/annualPreDecimal.html , accessed 13 December 2018. 

5 Bendigo Advertiser, 16 May 1896, p. 5. 

 

https://www.rba.gov.au/calculator/annualPreDecimal.html
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five candidates, then two, then one – Dr W. Perrin Norris from Romsey, a thirty-year-

old, 1892 graduate of the University of Melbourne. This was a guaranteed income for 

a young man recently out of medical school, but they chose the pick of the crop. Norris 

achieved first class honours in most years of study, was an Exhibitioner, Gold medallist 

and placed first in his final year.6 This was an important position for a young doctor. A 

postscript to this appointment is that five years later Norris was appointed assistant 

Medical Inspector for the Victorian Board of Health, later to become the Victorian Chief 

Medical Officer, and was appointed the Federal Director of Quarantine in 1914 as well 

as the Australian Medical Officer representing the new nation in international affairs.7  

 

Servicing the Health of Friendly Society Members  
 

In Victoria, the rise to prominence of the medical profession and friendly societies 

was driven by many different factors. 8  The former was a cohort of ostensibly 

educated practitioners although the science of medicine was still evolving.  Doctors 

provided a service for which patients would pay although friendly society members 

utilised medical services through a contractual relationship between the local friendly 

society branch and the doctor. Despite this master/servant relationship, there were 

commonalities in their respective growth and development in Victoria that were 

important, individually and collectively. Both institutions had their roots in the British 

society from which they emigrated. Although perhaps having travelled on different 

decks of the sailing ships that brought them to the colonies, the doctors and members 

of friendly societies were largely of British stock and the relationship of each to the 

other would have been well understood. The rules of the first friendly society in 

                                                             
6 Bendigo Independent, 16 May 1896, p. 3. 

7 Healesville & Yarra Glen Guardian, Obituary, 15 June 1940. 

8 Scholars have researched the medical profession in Victoria and Australia. For the colonial period of Victoria, 
see Diana Dyason, ‘Medical profession in colonial Victoria, 1834 – 1901’ in Roy Macleod and Milton Lewis, 
(eds.), Disease, Medicine, Empire: Perspectives on Western Medicine and the Experience of European Expansion 
(London: Routledge, 1988); Tony S. Pensabene, The Rise of the Medical Practitioner in Victoria (Canberra: 
Australian National University, 1980); for the transition into the twentieth century, see James. A. Gillespie, 
The Price of Health: Australian Governments and Medical Politics 1910-1960 (Cambridge; Melbourne: 
Cambridge University Press, 2002). 
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Victoria, the Melbourne Union Benefit Society, required the appointment of a doctor, 

as was always the case with friendly societies that operated in their Home Counties 

and towns.9 Such would have been the expectation of some doctors arriving in the 

Colony that they would have looked for such employment by friendly societies to 

establish, or at the very least supplement, their new practices. By the 1850s, however, 

the ships arriving in Port Philip Bay were filled with another cohort of immigrants – 

the seekers of gold. 

These seekers of fortune were the next common factor encouraging growth in 

both the medical profession and friendly societies. Catalysts for the spread of the 

medical profession and the friendly societies were twofold. First, the substantial 

growth in population during and after the gold rush era. Second, the employment 

opportunities that arose out of the industrialisation of the towns and the growth of 

the pastoral economy. Given that all friendly societies needed to employ a doctor, the 

growth of friendly societies alone would have called for an increase in the number of 

doctors. Clearly not all people belonged to friendly societies and the population 

increase that accompanied the spread of the gold discoveries around Victoria would 

have also provided opportunities for more doctors. A mutual benefit was derived by 

each of the parties as they became established in the spreading communities. 

Significantly, the substantial growth of friendly societies in the 1850s and 1860s was 

also a period highlighting a need for more doctors that eventually led to the 

establishment of the University of Melbourne Medical School in 1862. Although not 

argued as a causal factor in the formation of the Medical faculty, the period of shared 

growth of the institutions is readily observable. 

During the nineteenth century in Victoria, doctors provided their services to 

patients who broadly fell into one of three categories. First, the well to do were private 

patients for both medical and surgical needs with the expectation that the doctor 

would make home visits; Collins Street, Melbourne was the home of well thought of 

practitioners if visits to the doctor’s surgery were necessary.10 The second group of 

patients were members of friendly societies. Doctors contracted to provide their 

services to friendly societies and received a capitation fee on an annual basis. The 

                                                             
9 MUBS, Articles and Rules, p. 8. 

10 Gregory, The Ever-Open Door, p. 91. 
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third category of patients was those for whom private medical treatment or 

membership of a friendly society was not affordable. These were the lowest paid and 

unemployed, frequently paupers, for whom charitable relief was the palliative. Relief 

for the needy in Victoria was primarily the concern of mid-nineteenth century 

charitable organisations, rather than the State.11 John Murphy, when examining the 

work of Victorian charitable organisations, discussed the medical treatment of 

friendly society members and those seeking charitable relief within the context of ‘the 

mixed economy of colonial welfare’, the feature of which was a strong emphasis on 

volunteerism and self-help. Murphy described how ‘the local lodge of a friendly 

society, the suburban branch of the Ladies’ Benevolent Society, the parish conference 

of St Vincent de Paul and the subscribers of a hospital or asylum were all ways of 

producing mutuality.’12 Avoidance of such charity was an impetus for people to join 

mutually orientated friendly societies.  

 

Interaction of The Societies with The Pharmacists 
 

The provision of medicines in nineteenth century Victoria was largely unregulated 

until the Pharmacy Act 1876. This legislation was intended to achieve three aims: ‘to 

protect the public, to regulate and protect pharmacy, and to establish a divide 

between pharmacy and medicine.’ 13  The pharmacists who saw themselves as a 

specialist profession created the divide between pharmacy and medicine. Suffice to 

say, the medical profession saw them as interlopers in their patch, especially in 

economic terms. Doctors had earned significant income from dispensing drugs and 

cures. Despite enacting legislation that delineated the two professions, the dispute 

between doctors and pharmacists continued into the twentieth century.14 Although 

these two professions worked with disputed professional boundaries, they did have 

a united loathing of one sector of the community - the friendly society movement. 

                                                             
11 Murphy, A Decent Provision, p. 53. 

12 Murphy, A Decent Provision, p. 53. 

13 Haines, A History of Pharmacy in Victoria, p. 91. 

14 Haines, A History of Pharmacy in Victoria, p. 83. 
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From the pharmacists’ point of view, it was the creation of friendly society 

dispensaries that created the greatest antipathy. The first friendly society dispensary 

in Australia was established in Sydney in 1847 and operated by the IOOF. 15  In 

Victoria, the first provisionally registered dispensary was the Emerald Hill United 

Friendly Society Dispensary founded in 1869. Others followed over the next two years 

in Melbourne, Collingwood, Richmond and Bendigo. These and other later 

dispensaries also feature in the twentieth-century dispute with the doctors when they 

also began to employ doctors. Initially, however, it was the pharmacists who 

complained of their presence in their marketplace.  

Prior to the Pharmacy Act 1876, there were no restrictions on the sale and 

dispensing of drugs, efficacious or otherwise. The formation of the Victorian 

Pharmaceutical Society in 1857 was the forerunner to developing professionalism. 

However, competition from bogus chemists and a lack of unity due to competitive 

actions ensured the friendly societies were able to create a strong presence in major 

towns by creating dispensaries. At this time, medicines could not be depended upon 

for their quality and price wars were endemic.16 Similarly to doctors, pharmacists 

would tender their services to individual friendly societies on an annual basis and, in 

the case of dispensaries, negotiate a salary to be employed on an ongoing basis. The 

principle behind friendly societies was to provide cheaper medicines therefore 

salaries were not generous. Although some recognition of the professionalism of the 

pharmacists was introduced in the Friendly Societies Act 1877, wherein a dispenser of 

drugs had to be registered under the Pharmacy Act 1876, tensions remained high. 

Relationships worsened. In 1885, the Pharmacy Act was amended to include 

dispensaries registered under the friendly societies’ legislation as being appropriate 

places of learning for apprentices in the profession. This was despite the ‘father’ of 

pharmacy in Victoria, Cuthbert Blackett, as part of an ongoing attempt to discredit 

dispensaries, publishing an editorial in 1878 that implied unprofessional standards. 

The implication included dispensaries being contemptuous of the laws of the state.17  

                                                             
15  Ian Wynd, Geelong United Friendly Societies' Dispensary Centenary (Geelong: Geelong United Friendly 
Societies' Dispensary Friendly Society, 1998), p. 7. 

16  Sigma Limited https://sigmahealthcare.com.au/our-background/our-story/chapter-1-pharmacy-in-
victoria-and-the-origins-of-sigma/, website, accessed 2 October 2018. 

17 Haines, A History of Pharmacy in Victoria, p. 103. 

https://sigmahealthcare.com.au/our-background/our-story/chapter-1-pharmacy-in-victoria-and-the-origins-of-sigma/
https://sigmahealthcare.com.au/our-background/our-story/chapter-1-pharmacy-in-victoria-and-the-origins-of-sigma/
https://sigmahealthcare.com.au/our-background/our-story/chapter-1-pharmacy-in-victoria-and-the-origins-of-sigma/
https://sigmahealthcare.com.au/our-background/our-story/chapter-1-pharmacy-in-victoria-and-the-origins-of-sigma/
https://sigmahealthcare.com.au/our-background/our-story/chapter-1-pharmacy-in-victoria-and-the-origins-of-sigma/
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The economic depression of the 1890s also exacerbated the pressures felt by 

pharmacists. There were bankruptcies and business closures. Also, a new source of 

concern emerged. The friendly society dispensaries began to sell non-medicinal 

products. This would draw customers into the store. The pharmacists complained 

that the practice of selling non-medicinal items was merely a ploy to attract non-

friendly society members into the store. This provided an opportunity to sell member-

priced cheaper medicines the public. The competitive pressures were such that: 

 

 While they may have extended hard-faced tolerance to the lodge 

dispensary providing it served only its members, chemists were 

habitually afraid that the dispensary would extend its stock and 

sell or dispense for anyone who came through the door, 

regardless of society membership.18 

 

Gregory Haines succinctly described the status quo by noting ‘the UFS dispensaries 

came to be a symbol of all the problems facing chemists.’19  

The friendlies further increased the tension. Some UFS dispensaries altered 

their rules to allow non-friendly society members to make medicinal purchases 

providing they purchased sixpence worth of non-medicinal stock a year. The 

pharmacists were incensed and went on the attack. In a case of blatant entrapment, 

the Pharmaceutical Society of Victoria arranged for purchases to be made under the 

six pence rule at the Prahran UFS Dispensary in Melbourne. Having made the 

purchase, they took the matter to the Supreme Court of Victoria as being a breach of 

the Medical Act 1890. The judgement favoured the friendly societies and the 

pharmacists lost their action. Undeterred, in 1906 the pharmacists went to the 

recently formed High Court of Australia in the case Shillinglaw v Carroll and Others.20 

Chief Justice Sir Samuel Griffith and his fellow Justices unanimously found the friendly 

                                                             
18 Haines, A History of Pharmacy in Victoria, p. 119. 

19 Haines, A History of Pharmacy in Victoria, p. 123. 

20 Commonwealth of Australia, High Court of Australia, Carroll v Shillinglaw, [1906].  
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society rules to be a subterfuge. The Prahran UFS lost its case. As if to seal the victory, 

the Pharmaceutical Society of Victoria convinced the Victorian Parliament in 1907 to 

enact friendly society legislation that only allowed dispensary medicines to be sold to 

bona fide members of a registered society.21  

 The pharmacists in competition with the friendly society dispensaries also 

took up the sale of non-medicinal items. This created additional tensions because 

after becoming an important part of the pharmacist’s stock in trade, a price war with 

the dispensaries caused even more anguish. Despite these products being available in 

any number of high street stores, the pharmacists blamed the loss of their new ‘life-

blood’ on the dispensaries. 22  Unlike the doctors who eventually undertook more 

militant activities against the friendly societies, the pharmacists maintained a 

constant watch on their relationship with the friendly societies. This may partly have 

been the position because the UFS dispensaries did employ many qualified members 

of the profession who may not have wanted to own their own pharmacy. They were 

employed in a professional capacity without the commercial risk associated with 

running a business. In the twentieth century, there remained tensions in respect of 

the ownership of pharmacies. Friendly society UFS organisations did not have 

limitations on the number of chemist shops they could open – all other pharmacy 

owners had ownership restrictions. Irrespective of these disputes, UFS dispensaries 

still exist in the twenty-first century and provide the only everyday evidence of the 

continued existence of friendly societies today.  

 

Impact of The Societies on The Medical Profession 
 

There are six major factors supporting the argument that friendly societies were 

formative in the development of the medical profession in Victoria. The first relates 

to the promotion of higher medical standards. James Riley argued that English 

friendly societies played an important role by teaching people how to be patients of a 

                                                             
21 Victoria, Friendly Societies Act 1907. 

22 Haines, A History of Pharmacy in Victoria, p. 124. 
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doctor. This training process outlined in friendly society literature included ensuring 

the doctor was called early. This advice brought more and more workers in contact 

with the medical profession although the friendly societies bargained with the 

contracted doctor in such a manner that the member received ‘stingily rather than 

generously paid care.’23 This same argument will be seen in Victoria when examining 

the complaints of the medical profession in respect of their remuneration. However, 

the fact is that friendly societies encouraged the use of medical professionals, and in 

doing so, friendly societies promoted higher standards of medical practice. Friendly 

societies through their competitive tender process when contracting doctors had an 

opportunity to vet the skills of medical practitioners seeking to become lodge doctors. 

Contracts with doctors usually imposed conditions and requirements for the 

treatment of members and their families, breaches of which imposed fines and even 

termination of the contract. Friendly societies’ branches met every fortnight giving 

members a regular opportunity to discuss the standard of medical care being received 

by members. In some friendly societies there was a requirement for the doctor to be 

a member of the friendly society in which case the complaints would have been heard 

first hand. 24  Green and Cromwell refer to this ability to continually scrutinise 

standards and to censure negligence under the heading ‘consumer control.’25 Further, 

Green refers to this process as raising the standards of the medical profession 

wherein the lodge doctors would have strived to provide the best possible care to 

ensure that their lodge contract would be renewed each year.26 

 The second influence in the development of the medical profession relates to 

friendly societies enabling more patients to be treated by doctors in practice than 

would have otherwise been the case. Friendly society members were drawn from all 

classes of the population. Such membership encouraged thrift and self-reliance 

thereby allowing patients to be attended by a doctor rather than as outpatients in the 

public hospitals or by seeking alternative treatments. Private patient fees would not 

have been affordable for the workingman and his family. Membership of a friendly 

                                                             
23 Riley, Sick, Not Dead, pp. 50-51. 

24 Green and Cromwell, Mutual Aid or Welfare State, pp. 80-82. 

25 Green and Cromwell, Mutual Aid or Welfare State, p. 80. 

26 David G. Green, ‘Primary medical care and the friendly societies in nineteenth and early twentieth-century 
Victoria’, in Journal of the Royal Historical Society, 69, 4 (1984): 267.  
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society covered the breadwinner, his spouse and his children – all for the cost of a 

membership that could be paid on a fortnightly basis. In friendly societies, the doctor 

treated a single man or a family, all for the same remuneration. Even if the husband 

died, there were arrangements available for the widow and the family to continue to 

receive medical treatment.  

The third factor was that friendly society membership would have encouraged 

an increase in the availability of medical practices. The number of patients attending 

a doctor’s surgery was critical to the financial viability of the practitioner. Friendly 

societies provided a guaranteed income to the doctor paid every three or six months. 

In the growing towns and urban communities of Victoria, this was particularly 

attractive for young doctors who were establishing their practices. Doctors would 

tender for the position of lodge doctor and, especially in rural communities, they 

might have provided services to several societies. Private fee-paying patients would 

gradually visit the new doctor as his reputation was enhanced by the flow of friendly 

society members being successfully treated. 

The fourth factor of the influence of friendly societies in the development of 

the medical profession was the preference for the patient to attend the doctor’s 

rooms. Tony Pensabene notes that ‘home consultation was the rule amongst private 

patients.’27 Although private patients may have attended the doctor’s rooms, they 

could expect bedside attendance irrespective of the weather or time of day. Friendly 

society members were usually required to attend the doctor’s rooms on specific days 

and at set hours thereby allowing the doctor to treat many patients in the minimum 

possible time. It is arguable that this more intensive consultation process may have 

led to inferior care, but it is the model that has now stood the test of time. In rural 

communities, the lodge doctor would visit the patient but only if they lived within a 

fixed radius, usually between three to five miles from the rooms. Outside of this 

distance, additional fees were payable.  

The fifth factor was the creation of medical institutes. The concept of clinics 

incorporating both medical and pharmaceutical care may now be a common 

occurrence, but it was pioneered by friendly societies in the late 1800s. They operated 

                                                             
27 Pensabene, The Rise of the Medical Practitioner in Victoria, p. 151. 
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when several friendly societies would band together to maintain consultation rooms, 

employ doctors and nurses and even attach a dispensary. Frequently titled United 

Friendly Society Dispensaries and Medical Associations, these were collectively run 

clinics controlled by several friendly societies. Unlike the UFS dispensaries, these 

clinics also provided medical attendance. The power held by these providers of 

medicine and medical attendance was one sided because they were controlled by the 

societies, but it ensured that the standard of medical care and the quality of drugs 

could be monitored for the benefit of many individuals.  

The final influence of the friendly societies is found in the settlement of their 

dispute with the medical profession. For most of the nineteenth century in Victoria, 

there was a lack of unity in the medical profession that worked in favour of the 

friendly societies. Ultimately, the actions of the friendly societies influenced the 

medical profession to become a unified profession that now speaks from a position of 

strength in the community. Precipitating this alteration in the doctors’ status within 

the community is possibly the major influence of friendly societies in the development 

of the medical profession. As early as 1879, an Australian Medical Journal editorial 

noted that the lodge contract made doctors subservient to men who were 

‘educationally their inferiors’ and that competition that was forced upon doctors 

when tendering for lodge contracts with the ‘ignoble competition’ degrading the 

profession and causing doctors ‘to huckster their services like costermongers in a 

vegetable market.’28  

From the beginning of the medical profession in Victoria, there were a few 

disparate bodies that claimed to be the appropriate professional association for 

doctors to join. The Port Phillip Medical Association that operated from 1846 to 1851 

was reconstituted as the Victorian Medical Association in 1852, only to merge with 

the Medical Chirurgical Society in 1855 as the Medical Society of Victoria. The Medical 

Society of Victoria was to remain in existence for the next fifty years during which 

time the British Medical Association (Victorian Branch) set up in 1879. In 1891 

graduates from the University of Melbourne Medical School (founded in 1862) 

                                                             
28 David G. Green, ‘The 1918 strike of the medical profession against the friendly societies in Victoria’ in 
Labour History, 46, 05/01 (1984): 75. 
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established the Melbourne Medical Association at a time when they were being 

threatened by the economic depression and a surplus of doctors in Victoria.29 This 

surplus of doctors became very apparent in the late 1880s when doctors were 

complaining of the difficulties in earning an adequate living.30 In fact, as early as 1864, 

the Medical Benevolent Society had been formed to assist doctors in necessitous 

circumstances.31  

All this was occurring at a time when friendly societies were gaining in 

strength. The supply and demand process allowed the friendly societies to choose the 

best doctor for their individual lodges with little fear of their asking price being 

refused by the doctors. In 1897, the Intercolonial Medical Journal of Australasia 

complained that in Australia the profession was ‘apathetic’ and a ‘house divided 

against itself.’ 32  Although a contractual relationship, the attitudes of the parties 

appeared to evince a one-sided master/servant relationship. It was the ultimate 

change in this arrangement that altered the relationship between the doctors and the 

friendly societies. The medical profession in Victoria became a more cohesive and 

professionally orientated organisation. In 1907 the Medical Society of Victoria and the 

Victorian branch of the British Medical Association agreed to amalgamate, creating a 

united voice for Victorian doctors for the first time.33 

 

The Sweating Crisis 
 

The relationship between the medical profession and the friendly societies was 

fraught with tension for many decades, no less so than in England. It was the self-help 

mutuality of the friendly societies with which the medical profession took issue. In 

fact, the base nature of the dispute between them would have travelled out in the 

                                                             
29 Australian Medical Journal, 15 July 1891, p. 346. 

30 Diana Dyason, ‘Medical profession in colonial Victoria, 1834–1901’ in Roy Macleod and Milton Lewis (eds.) 
Disease, Medicine, Empire: Perspectives on Western Medicine and the Experience of European Expansion, 
(London: Routledge, 1988), p. 197. 

31 Dyason, ‘Medical profession in colonial Victoria, 1834–1901’, p. 199. 

32 Green and Cromwell. Mutual Aid or Welfare State, p. 109. 

33 Australian Medical Association, https://amavic.com.au/about-us/history, website, accessed 6 December 
2016; also see Green and Cromwell. Mutual Aid or Welfare State, p. 112. 
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same vessels with the passengers imbued with friendly society ideals. The Melbourne 

Weekly Courier informed the members of the 1842-founded IOOF Australia Felix lodge 

of developments in the home country (Figure 47): 

 

34 

                                                   FIGURE 47: MELBOURNE WEEKLY COURIER, 1845. 

       
The nub of the dispute was money but between the lines, there was also great angst 

caused by the lack of respect given to the professional person by the unqualified 

society members. Additional salt was rubbed into the medical man’s wound by the 

realisation that he might not have a viable practice unless he, the qualified servant, 

accepted what was effectively a salary paid by these unqualified people acting as the 

master. This strained relationship would last for fifty years in Victoria and continued 

into the twentieth century. Although driven by remuneration and a dose of self-pity, 

the dispute coincided with the rise in professionalism of the medical profession. In 

the 1860s, the complaints by the medical profession grew louder, at least in their 

professional journal, the Australian Medical Journal. At their January 1861 annual 

meeting, the President of the Medical Society of Victoria fulminated about the 

miserable remuneration arguing that ‘the sum offered in most instances is so small as 

to make anyone who has the least respect for the profession, blush that qualified men 

should be got to accept it.’35 

                                                             
34 Melbourne Weekly Courier, 24 January 1845, p. 1. 

35 Australian Medical Journal, January 1861, p. 64.  
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In June 1862, a writer to the Argus newspaper criticised the Medical Society of 

Victoria for seeking to neutralise the objectives of the friendly societies being the 

provision of affordable medical treatment. The writer’s contention was that the 

doctors had a choice – lower their fees and such societies would not have to exist or 

alternatively work with the societies to allow treatment to be affordable. 36  The 

former did not happen, and the latter was just as unlikely to happen. By 1868 the 

doctors were reported as having attempted pre-emptive action to solve their 

grievances. The Leader newspaper reported on the formation of the Medico-Ethical 

Society but lampooned it as being a medical trade union. The report noted that on the 

one hand the doctors accused friendly societies as being ‘a species of tyrannous and 

powerful trades union’ when on the other hand they, the doctors were ‘extorting 

black-mail from the community by establishing a trades union under a high-sounding 

alias.’37  

Friendly societies were part of the fabric of the colonial society whose 

perceptions of the medical profession in the nineteenth-century would have informed 

the attitudes of friendly society members towards doctors. Melbourne Punch 

magazine unambiguously illustrated fears of medical treatment in 1876, featuring the 

new Alfred Hospital, under the heading ‘The Butcher’s Shop’ (Figure 48). 

 

 

                                                             
36 Age, 14 June 1862, p. 5. 

37 Leader, 29 August 1868, p. 17. 
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 38 

                    FIGURE 48: MELBOURNE PUNCH, ‘THE BUTCHER’S SHOP’, ALFRED HOSPITAL. 

 

Only a year before, Dr James Beaney, otherwise known as Diamond Jim or Champagne 

Jimmy and foundation donor of the annual Beaney Scholarship in Surgery currently 

awarded by the University of Melbourne, claimed surgical success after extracting a 

gallstone. Beaney claimed success despite the patient being shifted from the operating 

theatre to the morgue at the end of the procedure.39 The community perceived ‘the 

registered practitioner was a marginal man; he strived for community respect for his 

work…but the community was unwilling to grant him that status.’ 40 

A struggle for supremacy between the two sides was about to commence that 

was unlike any other previously seen in Victoria and Australia. The friendly societies 

were to call it union-style industrial activity. The doctors used the exploitative term 

of sweated labour. The 1880s and 1890s witnessed the rise and struggles of the trade 

union movement in the pastoral and maritime industries. The shearers’ and 

dockworkers’ strike in 1890 illustrated that united action could have the greatest 

                                                             
38 Melbourne Punch, 16 November 1876, p. 5. 

39 Pensabene, The Rise of the Medical Practitioner in Victoria, p. 30. 

40 Pensabene, The Rise of the Medical Practitioner in Victoria, p. 32. 
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impact. Doctors would have observed these precedents of withholding labour. This 

would impact on nearly half the population of Victoria, being those covered by 

friendly societies for medical attendance. The British Medical Journal would refer to 

The Battle of the Clubs.41 Although this battle theme may have originated in Britain, 

in the Australasian colonies the catch cry was also picked up. With the energies of the 

British Medical Association (Victorian Branch) being directed to increasing 

membership and dismantling the contract system of the friendly societies, the local 

campaigns were not directed from London but were independent efforts of the local 

doctors.42 

 The second major complaint from the doctors was that many high-income 

earners joined friendly societies just to receive the cheap medical benefits. The Argus 

newspaper reported a doctor complaining of a man and a wife earning £1,400 a year 

‘yet whenever that man finds himself or any of his family ailing, he hastens to extract 

his pound of flesh from the overworked lodge doctor of the district.’43 A particularly 

irksome issue was that some wealthy patients would arrive at the doctor’s surgery in 

a motor vehicle, a convenience not yet available to many doctors who still maintained 

a horse and buggy. The Melbourne Punch had caught the mood of this complaint as 

early as 1875 (Figure 49): 

 

                                                             
41 British Medical Journal, 12 September 1896, p. 683. The Lancet journal in 1896 published articles on the 
contractual relationship between doctors and friendly societies in the United States, Europe, Britain and 
Australia. The British perspective is further analysed, see Alfred Cox, Among the Doctors (London: C Johnson, 
1950); Noel Parry and José Parry, The Rise of the Medical Profession: A Study of Collective Social Mobility 
(London: Croom Helm, 1976); Riley, Sick, Not Dead. 

42 Dyason, ‘Medical profession in colonial Victoria, 1834–1901’, p. 200. 

43 Argus, 12 April 1904, p. 5. 
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44 

DOCTOR (who has been unremitting in his attention to his patient, coming twice and thrice a day) 

– “There, my dear sir, all you want now is a month or two at the sea side, that will completely set 

you up again.” 

WEALTHY OLD PATIENT – “Well, doctor, I hardly know how to thank you for your very great care 

and kindness; your attention to my case has been MOST remarkable, and for a CLUB DOCTOR-----

--“ 

DOCTOR – “WH-A-A-T!!!” (Not a ghost of a fee for all his trouble.) 

      FIGURE 49: MELBOURNE PUNCH, ‘A BLUE PILL’. 

 

Although clearly a developing dispute by the 1870s, interestingly the matter did not 

surface as a significant issue in the Victorian 1875 Royal Commission into friendly 

societies. 45  The Royal Commission’s terms of reference related to the legislation 

under which friendly societies operated but the witness statements also evinced 

many other matters of contention of which, interestingly, the dispute between the 

medical men and the societies was not one of them. The primary lines of questioning 

from the Commissioners in respect of doctors related to the level of attention received 

                                                             
44 Melbourne Punch, 8 April 1875, p. 138. 

45 Commission Report. 
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by friendly society members compared with private patients. Anecdotal evidence 

suggested that friendly society members received inferior service. Messrs Hall, Hart 

and Le Plastrier, respectively the Secretary for the OST, IOOF and Foresters, all 

commented positively and did not criticise the doctors. They spoke from a position of 

strength as the employers of doctors; perhaps they felt no need to air any complaints 

in public. Any complaints would have been handled at the various lodge meetings, 

especially every six months when the doctors re-tendered their services for the next 

half-year.  

In most locations, there was plenty of choice and doctors would have been 

aware of the competition. Two doctors gave evidence to the Commission, both of 

whom had been club doctors for many years. Dr William Crooke’s evidence 

substantially related to the matter of tenure held by doctors when contracted to the 

societies. He regarded the six-monthly appointment process as being ‘the cause of 

many of the evils which at present exist.’ 46 He opined that the lack of permanent 

employment caused the doctors to be less professional in their work – lacking 

‘firmness in checking malingering’ (claimants unnecessarily imposing on the funds)… 

and showing ‘insufficiency of examinations of candidates’ (new members needed 

good health).47 In respect of fees paid to the doctors, neither Dr Crooke nor Dr Thomas 

Serrell found cause to complain. Dr Crooke did not think the amount of the fee was an 

issue. Dr Serrell noted that ‘we should like to be paid better (but) I have found I could 

work it out and I have been perfectly satisfied. I was elected to do it, and I did it.’48 

 

Doctors’ Strike 
 

By the 1890s, the dispute between the medical profession and the friendly societies 

was coming to a head. The doctors had two major complaints. The first was that they 

were underpaid and, second, expressed the view that their work was sweated labour. 

The doctors claimed the annual capitation fee was inadequate for the services that a 

                                                             
46 Commission Report, paragraph 5209. 

47 Commission Report, paragraph 5209. 

48 Commission Report, paragraph 5260. 
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doctor may provide to a family over the period of the year. Ludwig Bruck, an assertive 

and polemical advocate for the doctors asserted that practitioners were receiving less 

than one penny a week per member in Victoria, a ‘mere pittance’.49He was variously 

a medical practitioner, a medical journalist and a medical practice agent. Bruck 

published the Australasian Medical Directory and Handbook in five editions up to 1900 

and, as a means of exposing quacks, was the author of The List of Unregistered 

Practitioners in 1886.50 A polemicist inclined to hyperbole, Bruck published his 1896 

treatise in support of the medical profession. He claimed The Sweating of the Medical 

Profession by the Friendly Societies in Australia was published: 

 

‘To influence lodge members to fall in with the just demands of the 

profession’ noting that ‘my plain unvarnished facts will speak for 

themselves, forming a stirring tale of injustice and tyranny inflicted 

on the medical profession in Australasia.’51 

 

Bruck’s analysis of the Victorian societies used the Report of the Government Statist 

as at 31 December 1894. He then proceeded to create a set of statistics that showed 

the fees earned by doctors from the societies in the poorest light. His analysis also 

covered the costs of medicines provided to patients because in some instances it was 

the doctor who prescribed AND supplied the drugs. Although doctors did not usually 

keep attendance statistics, Bruck relied upon his own estimates and the power of 

average numbers to highlight his argument, using the Ballarat UFS Dispensary as an 

example (Table 18). A major factor in the dispute with the doctors related to the 

creation of medical centres operated by the friendly societies such as the Ballarat UFS 

Dispensary.  

 

                                                             
49 Bruck, The Sweating of the Medical Profession, p. 34. 

50 University of Melbourne, Encyclopedia of Australian Science, eScholarship Research Centre, 
http://www.eoas.info/biogs/P004838b.htm, online, accessed 8 October 2018. 

51 Bruck, The Sweating of the Medical Profession, pp. 1-2. 

http://www.eoas.info/biogs/P004838b.htm
http://www.eoas.info/biogs/P004838b.htm


255 

 

52 

   TABLE 18: BALLARAT UFS DISPENSARY, ANALYSIS OF MEMBERSHIP, 1894. 

 

     
The medical profession opposed the UFS dispensaries that provided medical 

attendance (medical institutes) because they represented a united front against 

private medical practices. Further, the professional medical associations claimed the 

medical institutes paid inadequate salaries. One such medical institute was the 

significant Bendigo United Friendly Societies Medical Institute (BUFS). Bruck’s review 

of the BUFS complemented the general tone of his whole treatise, noting it ‘has been 

in existence for 20 years, and is one of those institutions which “grow jolly and fat” by 

sweating the medical profession’53 (Table 19). 

 

                                                             
52 Bruck, The Sweating of the Medical Profession, p. 37. 

53 Bruck, The Sweating of the Medical Profession, p. 38. 

 

Number of affiliated lodges 33                                           
Number of other lodges *
Number of members 5,600                                      
Number of potential patients 22,400                                    
Number of consultations 70,000                                    
Capitation rate per member 13/-
Fee per consultation 1/-

* not stated
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54 

     TABLE 19: BENDIGO UFS MEDICAL INSTITUTE, ANALYSIS OF MEMBERSHIP, 1894. 

 

However, fees were not the only matter in the minds of the doctors. In Bendigo and 

elsewhere, the dispute concerning medical institutes took the issue in a new direction.  

Tensions arose not just between the doctors and the societies but also within 

the medical profession itself. In September 1901, at a meeting of the BUFS, it was 

alleged that some Bendigo doctors were attempting to professionally boycott fellow 

practitioners if they were employed by the BUFS. The meeting heard that the 

professional body, the Medical (Defence) Association of Melbourne, had written to 

Bendigo doctors advising that they should refuse the salary of £450 per annum. The 

meeting also heard an allegation that doctors, seeking to take up employment at the 

dispensary, were being blackmailed to pay sums of money to other doctors if they 

were to avoid a professional boycott.55 This referred to a boycott taking the form of 

professionally ostracising those doctors who were employed by the BUFS.  

By 1904, the matter was still on foot with the Bendigo Advertiser referring to 

The Medical Boycott. At a February 1904 meeting of the BUFS Board a resolution was 

moved ‘to use every effort to prevent its medical officers being boycotted by a 

professional ring.’56 It was reported to the meeting that the medical men of Bendigo 

                                                             
54 Bruck, The Sweating of the Medical Profession, p. 38. 

55 Bendigo Independent, 28 September 1901, p. 4. 

56 Bendigo Advertiser, 27 February 1904, p. 5. 

 

Number of affiliated lodges 27                                           
Number of members 2,780                                      
Number of potential patients 11,120                                    
Number of doctors 2                                             
Number of consultations 34,990                                    
Consultations per day 95                                           
Aggregate doctors' salaries* £900
Fee rate per member per annum 6/6d
Fee per consultation six pence halfpenny

* confirmed as correct
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refused to meet in consultation with the medical officers of the institute. The BUFS 

President was resolute by stating that if the doctors did not conform to the wishes of 

the friendly societies ‘there would be trouble: they would lose some clients.’57 This 

reference to loss of clients reflects the fact that friendly society members also 

consulted doctors in private practice for treatment, especially surgical issues, which 

would not be covered by the friendly society arrangements.  

By December 1904, the stakes were further raised when Dr Fullerton, one of 

two doctors employed by BUFS, was advised by the Medical Defence Association that 

he would be struck off its membership roll if he continued in such employment. It was 

apparent to the meeting that Dr Fullerton would relinquish his connection with the 

Medical Defence Association. It was noted that the other employed doctor, Dr Alsop, 

was not caught in a similar circumstance because he had no connection with the 

professional body.58 The significance of the boycott dispute becomes clearer when 

noting that, in Bendigo, the BUFS was a significant institution that by 1907 

represented 28 friendly society lodges with 2,766 members. 59 When family members 

are considered, approximately 12,000 people would have been covered by the 

services of the BUFS doctors. With Bendigo’s population varying from 30,744 in 1901 

and 17,883 in 1911, any dispute had the potential to impact on a large percentage of 

the population.60 

Meanwhile in Prahran, in suburban Melbourne, Green and Cromwell describe 

a dispute between the doctors and societies being centred on the matter of fees. 

Doctors had withheld their services to members of friendly societies, but the impact 

was short lived.61 Prahran societies had already united to establish a dispensary to 

provide cheaper and better-quality pharmaceutical products but in October 1890 a 

resolution to establish a medical institute was tabled. Perhaps not wishing to be too 

blatant about the fee matter, the reasons put forward for the necessity of the medical 

                                                             
57 Bendigo Advertiser, 27 February 1904, p. 5. 

58 Bendigo Advertiser, 13 December 1904, p. 2. 
59 Bendigo Advertiser, 5 August 1907, p. 6. 
60 Victorian Places, http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/bendigo, online, accessed 9 March 2017. 

61 Green and Cromwell, Mutual Aid or Welfare State, p. 106. 

 

http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/bendigo
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/bendigo
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/bendigo
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/bendigo
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/bendigo
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institute related to the proper examination of candidates prior to joining a lodge and 

‘better supervision over members receiving sick pay and so prevent malingering on 

the funds.’62 Alongside fees paid to doctors, the costs of sick pay and having members 

with pre-disposing illnesses impacted on the financial viability of the societies. The 

Prahran meeting also noted that the establishment of the Bendigo medical institute 

had been an unqualified success. The Prahran medical institute at 8 Cecil Place was 

one of Prahran’s grand buildings (Figure 50). The solid facade provided a perception 

of financial strength and respectability, both attributes important to the success of the 

societies. The imposing building may have also suggested greater power in the 

provision of medical services to the local community. The building of medical 

institutes and dispensaries continued apace. By 1906, the Malvern and District UFS 

Dispensary was reported by the Registrar of Friendly Societies as the seventeenth 

registered UFS dispensary.63 

 

      64 

               FIGURE 50: PRAHRAN UNITED FRIENDLY SOCIETIES DISPENSARY. 

 

                                                             
62 Age, 20 October 1890, p. 5. 

63 Victoria, Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies for the Year 1906, VPP, 1907, No. 32, p. 3. 

64 R T Edgar (Vic) Pty Ltd Real Estate, online photo, accessed 9 March 2017. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZot60w8jSAhXCGZQKHZgNCuUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.onthehouse.com.au/7529496/8_cecil_pl_prahran_vic_3181&psig=AFQjCNHKETkUKlDWZ3652Ld7MshhHOOaAw&ust=1489117867195349
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There was money available for the dispensary buildings but apparently not for 

the doctors. Herein lay the issue that I argue underlays the disputes and boycotts. It 

was not the sweating of the doctors although that received much publicity. It was not 

the threat of professional boycotts that irked many doctors. It was the issue of 

wealthier patients belonging to friendly societies who could easily afford a doctor in 

private practice. Professional pride was at stake – it irked the doctors that the lodge 

member was taking advantage of the club doctor. The Border Medical Defence 

Association was unambiguous. It wrote to the Wangaratta district friendly societies 

advising that after 28 February 1909 no doctor would provide the medical 

examination required for friendly society membership if the examinees income, 

including his wife, exceeded £4 per week. Further, no member of the Victorian Branch 

of the British Medical Association would provide medical attendance to a member 

whose income, including his wife, exceeded £6 per week.65 

Rural doctors also took issue with the travelling allowance that could be 

charged to lodge patients who resided a significant distance from the doctor’s surgery. 

In urban locations where the density of doctors was greater, the issue would not have 

been as relevant – in rural districts it was of greater importance. In 1905 Dr Charles 

Johnson was a Yackandandah based doctor in north-eastern Victoria. He was the 

lodge doctor for several friendly societies in the former gold mining town and his 

grievances were reported in the Yackandandah Times. He sought a reduction in the 

free mileage when visiting patients from five miles to four miles. He claimed that 

friendly society members had been abusing the rules. He sought a fee of 5/- per mile 

for all excess miles which was variously an increase of 43% to 100% depending on 

the current variable rates. In justification, he was seeking to deter patients from 

making unnecessary calls on his time and induce members to come to his surgery in 

the town.66 Finally, he sought the lodges collect the mileage fees because he found it 

difficult to collect the fee when attending the outlying patients with members 

‘resorting to shameless shifts and dodges in the hope of escaping payment.’67 

                                                             
65 Argus, 24 June 1909, p. 5. 

66 Yackandandah Times, 27 January 1905, p. 2. 

67 Yackandandah Times, 27 January 1905, p. 2. 
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 Despite the growing intensity of the dispute, humour did manage to provide 

light relief through the pages of the Melbourne Punch magazine (Figures 51 and 52). 

 

68 

DR SPOTS (called in by Dr Drops) – “Well, thank heaven old man I’ve 
got a paying patient at last.” 

DR DROPS – “I’m hanged if you have. I joined the lodge of which you 
are the medical officer over a month ago.” 

      

                                     FIGURE 51: MELBOURNE PUNCH, ‘DR SPOTS TREATS DR DROPS’. 

 

                                                             
68 Melbourne Punch, 21 April 1904, p. 18. 
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 69 
A BEARER (to the stricken wife) – The poor fellow has been hurt; a truck 
fell upon him. But do not lose hope – he is not dead.”  

THE STRICKEN WIFE – “Oh, then, thanks be to the saints, we’ll be able to 
make some use of that blessed lodge doctor at last. Sure, I’d have been 
real mad if we’d never got a chance of using him.” 

         
                               FIGURE 52: MELBOURNE PUNCH, ‘THE POOR FELLOW HAS BEEN HURT’. 

 

In 1904, the regular headline ‘Doctors and Lodges’ began appearing in the 

newspapers, especially the Age and the Argus, two major Melbourne metropolitan 

newspapers. There was no shortage of issues to be explored although they had 

already been aired in the preceding three decades. The difference at the beginning of 

the twentieth century was that the doctors were becoming a united voice to counter 

the united voice of the FSAV. The 1902 Intercolonial Medical Congress of Australasia 

in Hobart discussed an ultimately unsuccessful proposal to form the Australasian 

Medical Association. Motivation for such a move included the ‘many hostile forces 

(that) surrounded the profession’. Friendly societies and the ANA were central to the 

discussions. Victoria was singled out for special mention with the medical state of 

                                                             
69 Melbourne Punch, 21 April 1904, p. 18. 
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affairs comprising ‘ two medical societies in that State, instead of one good, firm 

organisation.’70 Professor H. B. Allen from Melbourne did not take a step backwards 

when noting that the British Medical Association Victorian Branch was ‘comparatively 

feeble’ whereas the Medical Society of Victoria was ‘by far the most important.’71 

Professional rivalry was working in favour of the friendly societies for as long the 

Victorian voices were disunited.  

Tony Pensabene describes the medical profession in the first decade of the 

twentieth century as having a ‘weak organisational strength (being) a consequence of 

rapid increases in the supply of practitioners before 1910 and the disunity of the 

profession and the small size of the B.M.A.’72  

By 1913 the BMA claimed to represent 96% of doctors although Pensabene 

suggest it was only 62%.73 In December 1913, the BMA met in conference with the 

FSAV. The report of the meeting published in the Australian Medical Journal illustrates 

what may be regarded as professional contempt for those on the other side of the 

table. Describing themselves as the ‘Council and Members of the Victorian Branch of 

the British Medical Association… (they met with) the representatives of the 

Association of Friendly Societies of Victoria.’ 74  Not just content with using an 

incorrect name (should have been Friendly Societies Association of Victoria), the BMA 

appears not to recognise the Association as a corporate body. They merely met with 

its representatives. The report then commenced to parody the friendly societies by 

referring, in the first twelve lines to: 

• Offering ‘a friendly welcome’, 

• Intending the conference to be ‘friendly in every respect’. 

• Noting ‘friendly relations had existed’, 

                                                             
70  Intercolonial Medical Congress of Australasia, Transactions of the Sixth Session (Hobart, Tasmania: 

Tasmanian Government Printer, 1903), p. xxxvi. 

71 Intercolonial Medical Congress of Australasia, Transactions of the Sixth Session, p. xxxvii. 

72 Pensabene, The Rise of the Medical Practitioner in Victoria. P. 152. 

73 Pensabene, The Rise of the Medical Practitioner in Victoria. P. 153. 

74 Australian Medical Journal, 27 December 1913, p. 1359. 
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• With the ‘object of maintaining the friendly relations.’75 

 

The concept of the meeting being a conference suggests discussion, but the only 

speakers were members of the BMA. In all, sixteen doctors from urban and rural 

practices presented their points of view. No reply was given by the FSAV other than 

to thank the BMA for the meeting. The BMA implored the FSAV to choose twelve 

members to meet with an independent chairman in a roundtable conference.76 

The BMA came to the table having drafted a contract for use between the BMA 

members and all the friendly societies, variously titled the Common Form of 

Agreement or Model Agreement. The speakers sought to address many contentious 

issues facing the profession, especially those when acting as lodge doctors, including: 

 

a) There was more competition between the doctors and a 

gradually decreasing rate of pay from the lodges (Dr W R 

Boyd);77 

b) Rates of pay are less than 20 years ago with the average rate of 

pay per visit varying between 10d and 1/6 (Dr J F Wilkinson).78 

c) The proposed Workmen’s Compensation Act may see some 

friendly society members imposing on the societies by claiming 

benefits when they will be covered by the Act. Dr Wilkinson 

noted that this would require ‘the cordial co-operation of your 

medical officers’ if the societies were to be protected.79 

d) Dr R H Fetherston worked his way through the Model 

Agreement clauses but his viewpoints were all about: 

a.  Reducing the hours,  

                                                             
75 Australian Medical Journal, 27 December 1913, p. 1359. 

76 Australian Medical Journal, 27 December 1913, p. 1366. 

77 Australian Medical Journal, 27 December 1913, p. 1359. 

78 Australian Medical Journal, 27 December 1913, p. 1360. 

79 Australian Medical Journal, 27 December 1913, p. 1360. 



264 

 

b. Increasing the attendance fee rates and making them 

uniform for country and city,  

c. Having common paperwork for all societies,  

d. Increasing mileage rates and reducing the mileage free 

distances,  

e. Lowering the age for children to allow them to become fee-

paying members rather than being in one family, 

f. Having disputes between doctors and societies settled 

though a tribunal rather than the local lodge determining the 

sanction, 

g. Honorary (non-benefit) members should not be allowed to 

receive medical attendance – these were usually the wealthy 

members. 80 

 

Dr Miller Johnston opined that past contracts with the societies had been one-sided. 

He suggested that the definition of surgical operations needed review to ensure major 

new surgical techniques were not regarded as minor procedures that were allowed 

under the contracts. Further, he was incensed to note that a reduction in rates agreed 

to by his predecessor had been the actions of ‘one weak-kneed man.’81 The reduction 

in rates alluded to by this and other speakers occurred during the early 1890s when 

the economic depression of the time heavily impacted on the societies through 

reduced member contributions. Dr Johnston considered the time was right for a 

change: 

 

Is it any wonder that we have slowly learned the power of 

association and that by combination we seek to get an 

increase of fee?82 

 

                                                             
80 Australian Medical Journal, 27 December 1913, pp. 1361-1362. 

81 Australian Medical Journal, 27 December 1913, p. 1364. 

82 Australian Medical Journal, 27 December 1913, p. 1364. 
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There was no address in reply from the FSAV. The conference ended without any 

resolution of the issues. The friendly societies let the matter remain unresolved and 

the doctors remained at the mercy of the local lodges and societies to negotiate better 

arrangements. The GUOOF 1914 annual conference in Bairnsdale resolved to adopt 

parts of the draft Model Agreement but rejected the majority. They did, however, 

resolve that if the doctors continued to press their claims, ‘the grand lodge be 

instructed that it is desirable for the various societies to be approached with a view 

to forming medical associations.’83 In this instance, medical associations were to be 

medical clinics controlled by the societies and staffed by salaried doctors.  

The tension with the friendly societies was not the only issue impacting on the 

professionalism of the doctors. The doctors were also under pressure from elsewhere. 

Discussions in respect of the nationalisation of medicine were causing doctors to fear 

the intentions of the State. The AMA perceived that their profession was being 

attacked from both sides, the friendlies on one and the government on the other. The 

health reforms promoted by Lloyd George in Great Britain were part of a movement 

in English speaking countries that was creating changes for the profession. The ‘old 

order of medicine (was) giving place to a new.’ 84 The editor of the AMJ was in no 

doubt that doctors would end up as salaried men in departments on the lines of 

Education or the Post Office: 

 

Let any medical man ask himself whether he would prefer to be 

a department unit rather than a free agent! Let any citizens ask 

himself whether his experience of State-controlled departments 

as against private enterprise entitles him to think such a State 

medical service would be either cheaper or better than one 

which he can arrange himself…its manifest possibility for evil is 

enough to justify its being regarded with distrust.85 

 

                                                             
83 Bairnsdale Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo Chronicle, 13 March 1914, p. 3. 

84 Australian Medical Journal, 27 December 1913, p. 1358. 

85 Australian Medical Journal, 27 December 1913, p. 1358. 
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Within months, however, the whole dispute was over taken by another event – World 

War One.  

In July 1914, another strained conference was held between the BMA and 

FSAV. It was resolved that a sub-committee from each association would meet again 

on 8 August 1914 to confer and report to their associations. 86  At a subsequent 

meeting of the Foresters, AOF members received an early hint of what was in the 

minds of the doctors. Noting that the BMA would use strong actions, members were 

advised that ‘for this purpose they have established a strike fund, under the name of 

‘organisation and guarantee fund’ to which a very large sum has already been 

subscribed.’87 With war against Germany having been declared on 4 August 1914, the 

meeting on 8 August 1914 passed what would become a controversial motion:  

 

That in this national emergency, a recommendation be sent to 

the Councils of the British Medical Association and the 

Association of Friendly Societies in Victoria to postpone 

consideration of the matters now under consideration to some 

future date.88 

 

The controversy arose from the words ‘to some future date’ which the FSAV 

understood to mean the termination of the hostilities. The BMA thought otherwise. 

By March 1917 they sought to revive the discussions with the FSAV. Meetings were 

held during the year without resolution of any issue. In late October 1917, the BMA 

wrote to all societies giving three months’ notice of the intention to terminate all 

existing contracts as at 1 January 1918 and then have the Model Agreement 

universally adopted. The friendly societies were also sent a BMA template letter to be 

signed by the lodge doctors wherein they resigned as the lodge medical officers and 

enclosed forms for their reappointment under the proposed contract.  

                                                             
86 Age, 27 July 1914, p. 11. 

87 Age, 23 July 1914, p. 13. 

88 Age, 3 November 1914, p. 7. 
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The Ballarat Star had reported the matter under the headline: ATTITUDE OF 

MEDICAL PROFESSION, NOTICE TO TERMINATE AGREEMENT, 500 DOCTORS 

RESIGN. The template letter’s militant tone suggested the doctor write: 

 

I am desired to point out that should any one branch of an Order 

fail to accept the new agreement, my council will not sanction 

any of its members accepting any other branches of this Order 

in any part of the State.89 

 

By February 1918, the Age newspaper was unequivocal in its headline. THE 

DOCTORS’ STRIKE.90 The cartoonists joined in the fray (Figure 53): 

 

91  

                                         FIGURE 53: ADVANCE AUSTRALIA, THE DOCTORS’ STRIKE. 

                                                             
89 Ballarat Star, 1 November 1917, p. 4. 

90 Age, 19 February 1918, p. 5. 

91 Advance Australia, ‘A Plain Man’s View of the Medical Difficulty’, Australian Natives Association, 1918. 
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Similar words appeared in city and rural newspapers from Portland to Gippsland, 

Geelong to Benalla.92 What could have brought Victoria to such a position during 

wartime? 

Recognising that the strike by the doctors was precipitated by the control held 

by the friendly societies over the rising professionalism of the doctors, how could the 

dispute have gone so far? The answers lay in the doctors continuing to underestimate 

the political power base of the friendly societies. In the twenty first century, we might 

expect politicians to quell at the rumblings of the Australian Medical Association. 

However, in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries it was a different scene. In 

the first instance, politicians of all persuasions were members of the friendly societies 

that controlled the FSAV, the peak lobby organisation.93 Jack Lemmon, the staunch 

Labor Party member for Williamstown and secretary of the FSAV knew what his 

railway and dock workers would have wanted as did State and Federal politicians: 

Alexander Peacock, Alfred Deakin, Isaac Isaacs in the ANA, Billy Trenwith and Joseph 

Sternberg in Manchester Unity, and a host of others.  

By January 1918, the parties had agreed to meet with His Honour Judge Moule 

presiding. The conference was held at the law courts in Melbourne on 18–20 January 

1918. Initially His Honour sought the parties to encourage conciliation and if that 

failed to undertake arbitration with the Judge as the arbitrator. The doctors did not 

agree to the arbitration concept but did agree to continue with the conference.94 The 

doctors noted their continuing displeasure at the attitude of the Geelong lodges in 

establishing a new medical Institute in that town.95 The issues debated over the three 

days essentially related to a draft agreement that had been prepared by the BMA, but 

which had been rejected by the FSAV. Synthesising the issues enunciated by Samuel 

Mauger, one of the FSAV representatives, at the March 1918 annual meeting of the 

ANA in Bendigo, it is possible to glean the following: 

                                                             
92 Portland Observer and Normanby Advertiser, 7 March 1918, p. 2; Gippsland Times, 7 February 1918, p. 3; 
Geelong Advertiser, 11 February 1918; Benalla Standard, 19 February 1918. 

93 Pensabene, The Rise of the Medical Practitioner in Victoria, p. 154. 

94 Argus, 19 January 1918, p. 16. 

95 Age, 22 January 1918, p. 5. 
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1. The age at which daughters could receive attendance – FSAV 

sought 16 years, BMA wanted 18 years; 

2. The fee payable for youth examination for friendly society 

membership – FSAV (not located), BMA sought 5/-; Judge Moule 

said 5/- was a fair fee; 

3. The timing of consultations – FSAV wanted members to receive 

attention at any time the doctor was in attendance, BMA sought 

specified hours be designated for club patients; 

4. The mileage charge for Doctors’ travel to visit friendly society 

patients – FSAV requested that the first three miles be at no 

charge (as had been the norm for many years), BMA sought a 

shorter distance; 

5. The fee for out of hours visits between 8pm to 8am – FSAV 

offered 2/6, BMA sought 5/-; 

6. The regular capitation payments for attending to friendly 

society members. This was a major issue for which doctors 

wanted more for country areas but the FSAV wanted to have 

metropolitan arrangements for the large country towns. Judge 

Moule suggested Melbourne, Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo be 

18/-. The FSAV agreed to the proposal but the BMA was 

undecided. 

7. The income means testing of friendly society members. This 

was another major issue, but it was not discussed (presumably 

for lack of time). 

 

The negotiations broke down.  

The doctors announced that the date 31 January 1918 had been fixed after 

which lodge doctors would resign and not attend members of friendly societies. The 

friendly societies proposed a deputation at which all members of both Houses of 
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Parliament would be invited to attend. The deputation sought legislation for the 

creation of a tribunal that would determine the dispute between the parties.96 The 

Hon. Samuel Mauger, a member of the FSAV delegation fell back on the core value of 

the members by declaring ‘Self-help, self-reverence, self-denial, are all fostered by the 

friendly societies. Surely we may proclaim our opinion that nothing should be done 

to discourage institutions which are of inestimable value to the State.’97  

The Victorian Government was in crisis. The friendly societies sought 

legislation. The BMA was not backing down. Others took the opportunity to canvas 

for alternatives in the delivery of medical services. An alternative being heard was 

that of nationalisation. The 24 January 1918 meeting of the Ballarat Trades and 

Labour Council discussed nationalisation of the medical profession with J Kean, 

Secretary, contending that ‘there was no more reason for a private doctor than there 

would be for a private policeman.’ 98  In July 1918, when reporting on an FSAV 

deputation meeting the Premier to present their case for, inter alia, whole-time 

medical officers employed or subsidised by the Government, the Geelong Advertiser 

called the proposal ‘the beginning of the nationalisation of medicine.’99 The idea for 

government paid, salaried doctors, arose from proposals to allow the medical 

institutes to be closed and replaced by an alternative that suited the doctors and 

which could be utilised by friendly society members. Nationalisation of medicine 

became a catch cry that highlighted divisions within the community. These divisions 

were reflected in the major organs of the fourth estate in Melbourne, the Age and the 

Argus newspapers. In December 1919, the Age with its anti-establishment tradition 

was unequivocal with the headline NATIONALISATION OF MEDICINE, A STEP 

NEARER THE GOAL. Reporting on the same day, the Argus newspaper was less radical 

by merely referring to STATE MINISTRY’S PROPOSAL, APPOINTMENT UNDER THE 

HEALTH ACT. When the Age reported the former boot maker and union officer Robert 

Solly, MLA, as stating ‘he would have preferred the nationalisation of medicine’, the 

                                                             
96 Weekly Times, 26 January 1918, p. 32. 

97 Weekly Times, 26 January 1918, p. 32. 

98 Age, 26 January 1918, p. 13. 

99 Geelong Advertiser, 17 July 1918, p. 5. 
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Argus reported in a more measured and less definitive tone that he ‘would prefer the 

health of the people to be nationalised.’100 But nationalisation of medicine was not yet 

the state government’s political focus of the day.  

In 1918, the Government was floundering for a solution to the doctors’ strike. 

Announcing legislation, the Friendly Societies Act 1918 was rushed through seeking to 

bring the parties to the table under the auspices of a Board comprised of five members 

from each association and a Government appointed Chairman. Royal assent was 

received on 4 April 1918 but by 8 April 1918 the BMA resolved not to nominate any 

members from their association. The state Premier, Harry Lawson, was reported by 

the Argus, as being disappointed that the proposal for the conference was not 

accepted by the BMA. Inimitably, the Age newspaper reported that the BMA ‘had 

slammed the door in the face of Parliament.’101 The Victorian Government responded 

by announcing a Royal Commission.102 

The Royal Commissioner, County Court Judge Josiah S. Wasley, was appointed 

in April 1918 to consider the background to the dispute and to recommend settlement 

terms and conditions. Judge Wasley’s 20 June 1918 report to Parliament was a final 

throw of the dice. It was successful in breaking the deadlock between the parties. This 

is not to say that its recommendations were immediately adopted. However, from that 

date, the concept of a standard form contract recommended to be used by all friendly 

societies was eventually adopted by the societies. Adoption of the Wasley Award 

Uniform Medical Agreement (Wasley Award) required all the societies to alter their 

rules to accommodate the changes. The OST altered its rules in 1921 and 1922 with a 

full copy of the Wasley Award contained in the published amendments. 103  The 

significant wins for the doctors included the introduction of an income means test. 

The income test applied to new members after 1 March 1920 and was calculated on 

                                                             
100 Age, 4 December 1919, p. 7; Argus, 4 December 1919, p. 7. 

101 Age, 10 April 1918, p. 11; Argus, 10 April 1918, p. 11. 

102 Victoria. Report of Royal Commission to Investigate the Disputes and Differences Leading to the Resignation 
of Medical Officers of Friendly Societies or Branches, and to Consider and Make Recommendations with Respect 
to Agreements between Medical Officers and Friendly Societies., (Melbourne: Albert J. Mullett, Government 
Printer, 1918). 

103 Order of the Sons of Temperance Friendly Society, Amendments to Rules, National Division Victoria and 
South Australia, 1922.  
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the income from the previous twelve months or the average income of the previous 

three years. The income limits were: 

 

a) Single man or widower without dependents - £260 per annum. 

b) Single man or widower with one dependent - £312 per annum. 

c) For each dependent after the first, an additional £26 per annum. 

d) Married man with wife and no dependent - £312 per annum. 

e) For each dependent, an additional £26 per annum. 

 

Members were required to prove their situation by providing a statutory declaration 

if requested by the doctor or the friendly society. By way of comparison, in Victoria in 

1919/20, the average salary paid to a male factory manager or clerk was £264 8s 1d 

and a male factory worker was £157 6s 8d. These amounts increased to £298 9s 7d 

and £185 12s 4d respectively in the 1920/21 year.104 

The contentious matter of medical institutes and dispensaries was settled by 

a compromise that suspended the opening of new medical institutes and dispensaries 

for a period of four years. Given the rush of opening new medical institutes and 

dispensaries that occurred in the preceding decade, the friendly societies may have 

found this easy ground to give away.105 The doctors had four years to achieve a better 

fee outcome given the Wasley recommended fee increases did not reach their 

expectations. These were compromises on both sides. Was there a winner after all the 

years of dispute? On balance, it was the doctors but not solely in respect of material 

matters. I argue that the dispute was not just about money or the sweat on the brow. 

This is not to say inadequate remuneration and well-off freeloaders were not major 

factors.  

The dispute was substantially about the significant underlying social factors 

that maintained the tension in the dispute.  It was the rise of medical professionalism 

                                                             
104 Victoria, Victorian Year Book, p. 582. 

105 The 1919 annual report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies stated that there were twenty-four registered 
Friendly Societies Dispensaries ‘the majority of which have been established within the last ten years or 
thereabout.’ He also found that most of these dispensaries had altered their names to include ‘Medical 
Institute’ with rules altered to allow doctors to be employed and members to receive medical attendance, see 
Victoria, Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies for the Year 1919, VPP 1920, 2nd Session, No. 8. 
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and the need for higher status in the community that were driving forces behind the 

doctors’ frustration. Irrespective of the settlement details, the most important 

attribute of the resolution for the future of the medical profession was that they had 

had a victory. For the first time the doctors had successfully used collective action in 

Victoria. The remaining decades of the twentieth century saw the power of their 

union, which is now the Australian Medical Association, grow from strength to 

strength and the friendly societies gradually decline to barely exist by the end of the 

twentieth century. 

Here was a clash of two influential guilds, the BMA and the FSAV. The BMA 

was to emerge victorious but in a form that would not have been recognisable fifty 

years earlier. Coinciding with the years of World War One, there was a period of truce 

between the medical profession and the friendly societies in respect of their dispute. 

Stevenson discusses this dispute with the doctors as being a feature of the war years. 106 

I argue that the resolution of the dispute had a greater significance than this broad 

assertion. Therefore, I have examined the dispute in a stand-alone chapter because of 

its formative influence on the medical profession’s relationship with its patients. 

Both parties had sought to combine the available forces of their respective 

associations knowing that each held a position of power not available to the other. 

They both utilised free market forces to manipulate and confound the authorities that 

appeared powerless to act decisively. Despite this acrimonious relationship, friendly 

societies strongly influenced the delivery of medical services up to 1920. Friendly 

societies played a formative role by influencing how doctors conducted their 

practices. The critical factor from the medical profession’s point of view was that 

when they eventually threw off the shackles of the friendly societies, the influence of 

the friendly societies commenced to decline. By the end of 1920, the medical 

profession had so effectively flexed its industrial muscle that power shifted from 

friendly societies with employee doctors to independent doctors who controlled the 

contract with the societies.  

                                                             
106 Stevenson, Stand Fast Together, p. 135. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

At War 
 

War impacted on the operational capacities of the societies and, conversely, friendly 

societies had an influence on wartime activities. The greatest impact of war on 

friendly societies was in respect of the health of the members. The health of friendly 

society members was of paramount importance if the societies were to remain 

financially viable. Members with poor health and claiming benefits drained the 

friendly societies’ coffers. During times of military conflict, the friendly society 

members’ death rates and the reduction in contributions through death and absence 

overseas saw financial protection of the societies become a State government priority. 

But for friendly societies, war was not all about death and sickness. Periods of military 

conflict in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries’ saw friendly societies play an 

influential role both in Australia and overseas. Pertinently, the community benefits 

generated by the participation of friendly societies during these military conflicts 

exemplified the importance of the societies.  

Three months after completing his third term as Prime Minister of Australia 

in 1915, Andrew Fisher was appointed Australia’s High Commissioner to the United 

Kingdom. During the interval between his appointments, troops from the Gallipoli 

campaign had been successfully evacuated. This was also a period of reflection in 

defeat, as Fisher noted when interviewed in Paris: 

 

Our men’s work at Gallipoli was nothing more than expected. 

We are a proud people, physically strong, and accustomed by 

daily work to bearing pains and risks … there is no party, and no 

serious difference of opinion regarding the war… there is no 
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national division (in Australia) on the war … there is no end to 

the volunteers for active service.1  

 

In Australia, however, the friendly societies were not as positive as Fisher in their 

outlook on the war. There was division within the ranks of individual friendly 

societies and there was not a uniformity of attitudes between the societies 

themselves. This division between friendly societies gives weight to the need to 

discuss the impact of war on friendly societies and how they and their members 

reacted to the rise of military conflicts.  

The period 1855 to 1920 saw Australians enlisting in military forces for both 

home defence and participation in international conflicts. The two major conflicts that 

impacted on friendly societies during this period were the Boer War and World War 

One. Less prominently in the late nineteenth century, there were rising military 

tensions that had encouraged local and regional militia units to be formed. Interaction 

with friendly societies was notable. Therefore, it is necessary to consider the impact 

on friendly societies of the periods of military tensions as well as armed conflicts. The 

attitudes of friendly society members to the military and the military conflicts will be 

seen to vary widely with sectarian issues, the conscription debates and the availability 

of benefits to members serving in the forces being evidence of the diversity of friendly 

society responses.  

Responses by friendly societies to these matters are discussed by first 

examining the British Empire’s nineteenth-century military conflicts. These were 

conflicts in which Victoria’s settlers had minor participatory roles but for which the 

Victorian friendly societies raised relief funds. Second, I review the role of the 

voluntary militia in Victoria and the complementary nature of the militia with friendly 

societies. Finally, I analyse the participation of friendly societies and their members 

in the Boer War and World War One both at the battlefields and away from the fronts.  

 

                                                             
1 Argus, 31 January 1916, p. 7. 
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Military Conflicts and Friendly Societies 
 

The financial benefits available through friendly society membership principally 

related to the sickness and funeral benefits payable in times of distress. The financial 

viability of the societies was therefore substantially impacted by the adversities of 

day-to-day life faced by the members. Such adversities in the nineteenth century were 

usually faced through the occupational activities of the members. Traditionally 

membership of English friendly societies excluded workers in dangerous or 

unhealthy occupations, such as soldiers and miners. 2  The Hearts of Oak, a large 

English society founded in 1842, excluded potential members whose occupations 

varied from cigar-makers and confectioners to gamekeepers and brewers’ draymen 

with a general exclusion clause including ‘any other occupation which the committee 

may conceive dangerous or injurious to health.’ 3  Although many English friendly 

societies rules initially contained clauses forbidding the payment of benefits to 

members of the military forces, 4  this restriction did not apply in Victoria where 

friendly societies were established at a time when occupational restrictions were 

being relaxed.  

The eligibility regulations for membership continued to require that the 

occupation of members be disclosed with the membership application. The 1839 

rules of the first friendly society in Victoria, the Melbourne Union Benefit Society, 

sought higher entrance fees and contributions from those in dangerous occupations 

but not those of a military nature.5 Gradually this aversion to dangerous occupations 

was further relaxed as actuarial information became more sophisticated for the 

preparation of contribution tables. Relaxation of occupational rules did not mean that 

the work activities of the members were totally ignored. An examination of the 

membership records reveals that information relating to age, marital status and 

occupation were the most frequently documented facts relating to the new member. 

                                                             
2 Cordery, British Friendly Societies, 1750-1914, p. 26. 

3 Gosden, Self-Help; Voluntary Associations in the 19th Century, p. 63. 

4 Ian F. Beckett, (ed.) Citizen Soldiers and the British Empire 1837-1902 (London: Pickering & Chatto, 2012), 
pp. 34-35. 

5 MUBS, Articles and Rules, Rule IV, sought a higher entrance fee from painters, plumbers, glaziers, colour 
grinders, soap boilers, watch gilders, brass founders or finishers, glass blowers or grinders, shinglers, workers 
in gunpowder mills or magazines, engineers, and drug grinders. 
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In the 30 September 1879 quarterly return for the Sandhurst branch of the ANA, 

Arthur Milne disclosed he was 24 years, married and a fireman whereas Arthur 

Robinson disclosed he was single, 21 years and a pyrites burner (production of 

sulphur by burning off sulphur dioxide gases) – both were accepted as new members 

despite these dangerous occupations. 

Prior to the Boer War, there is little evidence of Victorian friendly societies 

being directly impacted by military conflicts other than through their philanthropic 

work by participating in community responses to the Empire’s need for assistance. A 

Patriotic Fund, raised in London during the Crimean War, was extensively promoted 

throughout Victoria with the government leading the way by including in its budget 

estimates for 1855 a contribution to the fund of £20,000. 6  In August 1855, the 

MUIOOF Britannia Lodge in Melbourne responded to fundraising for this fund by 

contributing £202 5s 6d raised at a ball held at the Exhibition Building. A similar event 

held by the Victorian Volunteer Rifle Regiment on 10th July raised £600 10s. John 

Howlett Ross asserted that the Patriotic Fund ‘was contributed to very largely by the 

brethren of the Order.’7 Despite this generosity, there were other financial matters 

during times of war that were of concern to friendly societies.  

After the Crimean War and incorporated into new legislation enacted after the 

1875 Royal Commission, the matter of liability for sickness and funeral benefits 

during military conflicts was addressed through the Friendly Societies Act 1877. 8 

Section 23 of the Act sought to ensure that friendly society members serving in the 

forces would continue to receive benefits: 

 

No person by reason of his enrolment or service in any corps of 

volunteers or in the military or naval forces of Victoria shall lose 

or forfeit any interest he possesses at the time of his being so 

enrolled or serving in any friendly society or branch thereof 

registered or unregistered or be fined for absence from or non-

                                                             
6 Argus, 4 May 1855, 6. Approximate value in 2017 was $1,306,200. 

7 Ross, A History of the Manchester Unity, p. 35. 

8 Commission Report. 
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attendance at any meeting of the society or branch such absence 

being occasioned by the discharge of his military or naval duty 

as certified by his commanding officer any rules of such society 

or branch to the contrary notwithstanding, and any dispute 

between any such society and such person by reason of such 

enrolment or service shall be decided before any two justices.  

 

Importantly, this legislation covered more than the occupational risks of being a 

soldier or sailor but also covered the volunteer militia units that were being raised. 

These militia units were formed throughout Victoria in the last quarter of the 

nineteenth century, as a response to rising tensions due to the perceived expansion 

of Russian military interest in the Australian colonies. Volunteer militia activities and 

a general build-up of military forces provided the focus of attention in Victoria. 

 It was the above legislation, confirmed in an updated Friendly Societies Act 

1890, to which the 2 February 1900 meeting of the Ancient Order of Foresters, United 

Melbourne District, referred when discussing the Victorian contingent to the ‘South 

African War … who are now serving, or who are about to serve, under the British flag.’9 

The Foresters were concerned that memberships would lapse due to the overseas 

absence of members unless action was taken to avoid this result. It appears that their 

concern may have been more for the financial viability of the society than the 

members’ welfare. This assessment may be overly harsh given the District Executive 

recommended that the Courts kept members financial by utilising funds held in their 

Benevolent or Management Funds. Further they stated that by ‘soliciting 

subscriptions for this object it should be made a special duty on our part to take all 

possible means to preserve the privileges of membership of those brethren referred 

to, who are placed in an exceptional position through obeying the call of their 

country.’10 

Illustrative of the build-up of militia in Victoria, Queenscliff had become the 

location for a major defence infrastructure constructed in the second half of the 

nineteenth century. The narrow aspect of the Heads allowed defence installations to 

                                                             
9 Ancient Order of Foresters, United Melbourne District, Minutes of Proceedings, 2 February 1900, p. 15. 

10 Ancient Order of Foresters, United Melbourne District, Minutes of Proceedings, 2 February 1900, p. 15. 
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be constructed on both sides of Port Phillip Bay (Point Nepean and Queenscliff).11 

They were built to defend the sea-lanes to the ports of Melbourne and Geelong, 

thereby protecting these cities from encroachment by enemy vessels and potential 

bombardment. In the 1860s, construction of gun batteries commenced at Queenscliff 

and over the next 30 years the military presence and infrastructure at Queenscliff 

went on to become the headquarters of the defensive network for the Heads. By 1889, 

a comprehensive plan for defending the colony of Victoria, the 1889 Scheme of Defence 

for Victoria, had been completed which continued to note that the key to defending 

the Colony lay at the Heads with land forces to be stationed at Queenscliff to protect 

the Fort against any attack from the rear.12  

A build-up of military personnel commenced. This was a catalyst for the 

creation of a new friendly society in Queenscliff. Although not the first friendly society 

in Queenscliff, on 31 December 1895, the Australian Natives Association opened a 

branch with an initial intake of twenty-two new members of whom fifteen were 

soldiers.13 This thesis argues that friendly societies were a demographic reflection of 

their communities and a strong military presence was not surprising in the 

membership of the new branch of the ANA with over 70% of new members joining 

the Queenscliff branch in first the 10 years being soldiers (ranks not recorded).14 This 

was not to say that the military was the only focus for the branch. Queenscliff was a 

small fishing village located at the Heads of Port Phillip Bay. Given the presence of the 

Queenscliff fishing community, fishermen were the next major occupation recorded 

in the branch. The first branch secretary, Sergeant W. Cross, was listed as a soldier in 

the ANA records but his rank is listed in the results of the 1890 gunnery course 

examination.15 Despite his success, within six months a new branch secretary was 

                                                             
11 The three kilometres wide opening of Port Phillip Bay, out to the ocean and Bass Strait, is named the Heads. 

12 For a detailed analysis of Victoria’s defence infrastructure, see the PhD thesis by Robert Marmion, Gibraltar 
of the South Defending Victoria: An Analysis of Colonial Defence in Victoria, Australia, 1851–1901, University of 
Melbourne, 2009. Also, Robert Marmion, ‘Australia’ in Beckett, Ian F., (ed.), Citizen Soldiers and the British 
Empire 1837-1902 (London: Pickering & Chatto, 2012), pp. 57–77. 

13  The Rechabites, Manchester Unity, OST, Foresters and Hibernians had already been established in 
Queenscliff by 1895. 

14  Australian Natives Association, Branch membership returns, 1895-1905, Australian Unity Archives, 
Melbourne. 

15 Queenscliff Sentinel, Drysdale, Portarlington and Sorrento Advertiser, 1 March 1890, p. 1. 
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reporting that ‘Mr Cross our late secretary I regret to say is now confined to a lunatic 

asylum.’16 This same branch return also noted that Captain Wallace had resigned as a 

full member and become an honorary member. Robert Wallace was married and a 

founding member of the branch.17 As an honorary member he was entitled to attend 

the required regular meetings, and to continue his association with the members and 

the branch in a non-voting capacity. It may have been his senior military rank that 

influenced his decision. Honorary members of friendly societies were often perceived 

as more socially senior or wealthier members of their communities. The honorary 

membership allowed them to be identified with the social and moral ideals of a 

friendly society, effectively providing patronage that hopefully would encourage 

other men to join the membership lists. 

Military members of Queenscliff branch of the ANA saw service in the Boer 

War. Nineteen new members are recorded in the November 1899 branch return of 

which seventeen were soldiers.18 In May 1900 the newly created Victorian Imperial 

Bushmen contingent set sail for South Africa including George Ramsden Witton, a 

Queenscliff ANA member. Witton was born on 28 June 1874 in Warrnambool and 

lived many years in Gippsland, before being stationed as a soldier at Queenscliff in 

1899. It appears that not all friendly societies had special arrangements in place for 

fighting soldiers in the Boer War, unlike the arrangements to come later in the Great 

War. By May 1900, as he set sail for South Africa, Witton let his membership lapse. 

Although the branch records did not show him becoming unfinancial until May 1901, 

his membership was not recorded as cancelled due to arrears of contributions until 

November 1901.19  

By July 1901 he had joined the Bushveldt Carbineers as a Lieutenant. On 24 

October 1901 he was one of four officers arrested, including Lieutenants Peter 

Handcock and Harry “Breaker” Morant for the murder of Boer prisoners. Witton 

                                                             
16  Australian Natives Association, Branch membership return 30 June 1896, Australian Unity Archives, 
Melbourne. 

17 Australian Natives Association, Branch membership return 31 December 1895, Australian Unity Archives, 
Melbourne. 

18 Australian Natives Association, Branch membership return 30 November 1899, Australian Unity Archives, 
Melbourne. 

19 Australian Natives Association, Branch membership returns 31 May 1900 and 31 May 1901, Australian 
Unity Archives, Melbourne. 



281 

 

protested his innocence and in Australia the ‘Witton Defence Committee’ took up his 

plight after being sentenced to death by firing squad. His brother Ernest Witton, also 

an ANA member, sought an opinion from Isaac Isaacs KC, also a member of the ANA. 

Isaacs drafted a legal opinion recommending that a King’s Pardon should be sought 

for which a petition was raised. George Witton describes in his account of the affair 

that the petition had 100,000 names. Isaacs’ legal opinion and the strength of the 

protest initiatives influenced General Kitchener to commute the sentence of death to 

life imprisonment. The protests continued and Witton was ultimately released and 

returned to Australia by November 1904. He went on to write his account of the above 

events in Scapegoats of the Empire.20 George Witton was not the only member of the 

ANA to have volunteered, but little record of members of friendly societies 

volunteering for the Boer War exists. An exception was Private Peter Falla from 

Donald in the Victorian Mallee. He was a member of the town’s ANA branch, joined 

the First Victorian Mounted Infantry Company only to be wounded at Rooipan on 20 

January 1900. Falla was the first Victorian soldier to be wounded in action in the Boer 

War.21 

After the Boer War, military tensions did not abate in Australia. The formation 

of militia units and the preparedness for conflict against possible enemies was 

reflected in the activities of friendly societies. Two Commonwealth government policy 

directives impacted on friendly societies. First, the Defence Department encouraged 

the civilian militia by funding the establishment of miniature rifle ranges. Rifle clubs 

with which friendly societies became associated controlled these shooting ranges. By 

1909 in Victoria, 106 friendly society lodges with over 20,000 members located in the 

inner suburbs of Melbourne were participating in competitions at rifle ranges. 22 

Speaking in Coburg at a 1905 presentation of trophies for a shooting competition 

between friendly societies, the Commonwealth politician Hume Cook was reported as 

                                                             
20 George Witton, Scapegoats of the Empire: The Story of the Bushveldt Carbineers (Melbourne: D.W. Paterson, 
1907). See also, Mark Cryle, ‘Scapegoat of the empire: George Witton and the Breaker Morant affair’ in Fryer 
Folios, 3, 1 (2008-9). 

21 Argus, 14 August 1901, p. 5.  

22 J. B. Campbell, Australian Militia Force Structure, The Rifle Club Movement: A Distinct Factor in the Defence 
Problem (Melbourne: Metropolitan Rifle Clubs Association, 1909). 
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remarking ‘rifle shooting was the first line of Australian defence.’23 Hume also saw 

shooting competitions as increasing the efficiencies of individual shooters.24  

The second Commonwealth Government policy initiative to impact on 

members of friendly societies was the introduction of Universal Military Training in 

1909. Australia was one of the first English-speaking countries to introduce a 

peacetime system of compulsory military training.25 All boys aged 14-17 years had to 

enrol in senior cadets and all 18-26-year olds had to register with the home defence 

militia. In effect, all male friendly society members under the age of 27 years were 

required to participate in the training. However, the compulsory training and the rifle 

competitions were just a precursor to the conflagration that followed the declaration 

of war in August 1914. World War One was to have an immediate impact on friendly 

societies. With the declaration of war not having reached Echuca until 5 August 1914, 

a military tattoo held at the Friendly Societies Gardens at Echuca East went ahead as 

‘excitement ran very high … the situation in Europe was keenly discussed. The paucity 

of news from London gave rise to all sorts of rumours.’26 During the events, Captain 

McLennan announced that the Riverine Herald newspaper had received 

communications that Britain had declared war on Germany at which announcement 

the ‘news was received with cheers and the band played the National Anthem.’27 

The friendly societies were quick to lead by example in the need to support 

the enlisting members. The Loyal Hand of Friendship Lodge, Ballarat District, received 

correspondence at its 25 August 1914 meeting with circulars for distribution to 

                                                             
23 Coburg Leader, 26 August 1905, p. 1. 

24 Coburg Leader, 26 August 1905, p. 1. 

25  Australian War Memorial, online Encyclopedia, 
https://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/conscription/universal_service , website, accessed 8 October 2018. 
Further writing on the militia and the Universal Military Training scheme: see also Peter Dennis, The Oxford 
Companion to Australian Military History (Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 1995); National Archives of 
Australia, Fact Sheet: Universal military training in Australia 1911-1929, 
http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/fact-sheets/fs160.aspx, website, accessed 8 October 2018. The Australian 
War Memorial states that Australia was the only English-speaking country to introduce a peacetime system 
of compulsory military training. However, it is noted that New Zealand also introduced a similar regime, refer: 
R L Weitzel, ‘Pacifists and anti-militarists in New Zealand, 1909-1914, New Zealand Journal of History, 7, 2 
(1973): 128-47. 

26 Riverine Herald (Echuca, Victoria), 6 August 1914, p. 3. 

27 Riverine Herald (Echuca, Victoria), 6 August 1914, p. 3. 
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members referencing the formation of a Patriotic War Fund in connection with 

Manchester Unity. A special summoned meeting resolved to levy each member one 

penny per week for the duration of the war, with an immediate payment of £6 to be 

repaid from levies on members.28 This MU Patriotic Fund was founded to keep good 

on the books of the Lodge ‘those members who had gone on active service to fight the 

battles of King and Country.’29 Subsequently, during the period of the war, branches 

were to receive funds from the MU Patriotic Fund in lieu of the contributions of 

members who were on active service.  

The local communities also created patriotic funds in aid of all soldiers.30 Here 

were the friendly societies coming to the aid of the community, not just themselves. 

On 22 September 1914, the Sons of Temperance Brunswick branch chose Bros. 

Halifax and Temple to attend a conference in regard to a patriotic procession of 

friendly societies.31 The women of the Coburg PAFS meeting in September donated 

10/6- to the local patriotic fund.32 The Brunswick branch of the ANA, meeting on the 

                                                             
28 Manchester Unity, NBAC Z190, Box 43. Minute Book. 

29 Manchester Unity, NBAC Z190, Box 43. Minute Book. 

30 In the context of friendly societies, they recognised two types of patriotic funds, those 
that supported their own members, as described, and those to support all soldiers. 
Although there is little evidence of friendly society involvement with Boer War patriotic 
funds, it is clear the nation supported significant fundraising activities during this conflict. 
These activities were an extension of the voluntarism examined in Chapter Five. As with 
voluntarism, Melanie Oppenheimer examined the work of civilians in the Boer War and 
twentieth century conflicts, refer Melanie Oppenheimer, All work no pay: Australian 
civilian volunteers in war (Walcha, Australia: Ohio Productions, 2002); in respect of 
patriotic funds, Melanie Oppenheimer discussed the formation of colonial-based fund 
raising including the formative Crimean War efforts, refer Melanie Oppenheimer, ‘Home 
front largesse: Colonial patriotic funds and the Boer War’ in Peter Dennis and Jeffrey Grey 
(eds.) The Boer War: Army, nation and empire (Canberra: Army History Unit, Department 
of Defence, 2000); the Empire Patriotic Fund, established in London during the Boer War 
was examined by John McQuilton wherein he identified the middle class response to an 
appeal that was outside the prevailing notions of social welfare, as well as grappling with 
the notion of a nation at conflict – the nation was new as well as the appeal to support 
soldiers, refer John McQuilton, Empires patriotic fund: public benevolence and the Boer 
War in an Australian colony (Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017). 
31 Brunswick and Coburg Leader, 25 September 1914, p. 2. 

32 Brunswick and Coburg Leader, 9 October 1914, p. 1. 
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10 September 1914, had raised £35 for the Patriotic Fund.33 When announcing that 

the Patriotic Fund initiated by the recently retired Mayor of Brunswick, Cr. Millward, 

had reached £540 it was decided to hold another conference of representatives of 

friendly societies to further augment this amount. They planned several events 

including the holding of a ‘Pleasant Sunday Afternoon’ at the recreation reserve, Royal 

Park. The Prime Minister, Hon. Andrew Fisher, himself a member of the MUIOOF,34 

and other Parliamentary representatives would be asked to deliver addresses. The 

dated fixed as 4 October and the function was to be preceded by ‘a procession of 

friendly societies, including the MUIOOF, UAOD, ANA, IOOF, AOF, GUOOF, IOR, HACBS, 

PAFS, and Sons of Temperance will march through the city in regalia to the reserve.’35  

The first meeting of the GUOOF Grand Lodge of Victoria, after the declaration 

of war, resolved that provision be made to pay contributions to the Sick and Funeral 

Funds for members on active service. The resolution also ensured that the medical fee 

of married members was similarly covered for the families left at home during the 

war and to cover members when they returned from overseas.36 Despite this goodwill 

towards members volunteering for overseas service, the friendly societies soon 

realised that supporting enlisted members through the available funds was not going 

to be a long-term solution. A naive notion that the war would be over by Christmas 

1914 was to become one of the World War One myths.37 On 28 April 1915, even 

before the first Gallipoli casualty lists had been published, a deputation from the 

Friendly Societies Association met with the Chief Secretary to discuss how the State 

could share the increased risk associated with members fighting overseas. The Chief 

Secretary, Jack Murray, raised a constitutional issue that although the friendly 

societies were under State legislation, the State had not taken the members to war, 

rather they were directly and solely under the control of the Commonwealth. Murray 

                                                             
33 Brunswick and Coburg Leader, 25 September 1914, p. 1. 

34  D. J. Murphy, 'Fisher, Andrew (1862–1928)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of 
Biography, Australian National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/fisher-andrew-378/text10613, 
published first in hardcopy 1981, accessed online 18 September 2015. 

35 Brunswick and Coburg Leader, 25 September 1914, p. 2. 

36 GUOOF, Minutes of the Meeting of the Grand Lodge, 16 September 1914. NBAC Z87, Box 60. 

37  Australian Government, 100 Years of Anzac, http://www.anzaccentenary.gov.au/news/over-christmas, 
website, accessed 7 January 2019. 
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fully expected the Commonwealth do its duty. Despite this political rhetoric, the 

delegation pressed its case to achieve two major aims: 

 

1. That the State amend the Friendly Societies legislation to enable 

friendly societies to pay any premiums necessary for 

reinsurance of mortality and sickness risks out of sickness or 

funeral funds, and 

2. That the State be requested to undertake such reinsurance, and 

to pay such proportion of the premiums as is chargeable to war 

risk.38 

 

From the delegation’s point of view, perhaps the most serious consideration of 

watching their members enlisting for service was that the battlefields were taking the 

youngest, fittest, healthiest men.  

These were the men to whom the societies would have looked to be their 

future contributors thereby providing a strong and financially viable base for the 

twentieth century. Compounding this dilemma when seeking government support, 

the friendly societies recognised that deaths and casualties were not likely to be the 

only strain on societies’ financial viability. They identified that claims for deaths and 

casualties were being made at a time when membership levels were falling. The PAFS 

1916 biennial conference in Melbourne was advised that the 1915 membership level 

revealed its first decrease since 1901. The primary factors causing the decrease were 

the recent drought as well as the war. They noted that both factors were also 

impacting on other friendly societies.39 Irrespective of the situation, in June 1915, the 

Bendigo branch of the ANA was advised that the £20 funeral benefit would be paid to 

relatives of members on active service, who died of natural causes, of battle wounds 

or were killed in action.40  
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39 The Weekly Times, 3 June 1916, p. 40. 
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Friendly societies initially achieved a degree of financial support through the 

Victorian War Expenditure and Overdrafts Act 1914. This Act deemed it lawful for 

‘anybody of persons, corporate or unincorporated, to contribute out of its funds…any 

sum…towards any fund or otherwise in connection with the said war, or for the relief 

of sufferers thereby.’ 41  However, the Registrar of Friendly Societies noted that, 

although this Act made it legal for friendly societies to use sick and funeral funds for 

the war effort, he did not expect that they would do so. He expected that they would 

use management funds or otherwise raise levies from their members.42 Despite this 

legislation, the friendly societies had still not achieved their aim of having the war 

risks shared with government. It was not until September 1915 that the Victorian 

Friendly Societies Act 1915 No. 2 was enacted. Section 3 of the Act allowed societies to 

reinsure their liabilities that fell due because of members making claims due to war 

service. The state government was empowered to provide reinsurance, but other 

reinsurers could be used if the Government Statist approved them. In all instances the 

premiums could be paid out of any of a society’s funds. On the termination of the war, 

the Act required the state government to pay out from the Friendly Societies 

Reinsurance Fund the amount that would discharge all liabilities incurred by the 

societies with any surplus to be returned to the societies. Finally, to avoid any 

uncertainty that may have arisen from the 1914 legislation of how societies could 

utilise their funds to maintain enlisted members contributions, Section 11 of the 1915 

Act allowed management and benevolent funds to be used to ensure servicemen’s 

contributions did not fall into arrears. Having achieved the objectives sought in 1914, 

more issues then arose requiring the friendly societies to seek further legislative 

assistance.  

Since the commencement of the war, the Commonwealth government had 

been providing military pay to servicemen placed on sick leave and, concurrently, the 

friendly societies were facing claims for sick pay from the sick and wounded enlisted 

members. Questions arose. Were servicemen entitled to receive both payments when 

the intention of friendly society sick payments had always been to provide a benefit 

for a member not able to earn an income from their occupation? New legislation was 

                                                             
41 Victoria, War Expenditure and Overdrafts Act 1914, 5 Geo. V, No. 2548, Section 3 (1). The Act also applied to 
municipalities and other local government authorities. 

42 Victoria, Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies for the Year 1914, VPP 1915, No. 22, p. 5.  
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required. The Friendly Societies Act 1916, Section 6, provided that a member would 

be entitled to receive the friendly society benefit when also receiving naval or military 

pay at the same time. Having confirmed that sick and wounded members were 

entitled to both payments, three weeks later additional legislation was enacted to 

address an even more basic question but one that impacted on future financial 

viability of the societies – what if no funds were available to make up the serving 

members’ contributions in arrears? The Friendly Societies Act 1916 No. 2 was 

unequivocal by ensuring that the non-payment of contributions during the period of 

war service was not to be the cause for the withholding of friendly society benefits 

that would otherwise be payable. The spectre of financial instability created by this 

provision was ameliorated by the societies being able to charge interest at four per 

cent on the arrears and to levy all members for a period of five years after the 

cessation of hostilities to recoup the arrears. Although legislation eventually was in 

place, friendly societies still needed to manage their affairs in difficult times to ensure 

their financial viability. The 4 September 1917 meeting of the Manchester Unity Loyal 

Hand of Friendship Lodge recorded those Victorian members on service had received 

nearly £8,000 to date for sickness benefits. This was a significant amount of funds for 

the society. 

 Despite the legislation and available insurance protections, officious head 

offices in the societies caused difficulties for some of the returning servicemen with 

the liabilities relating to sick pay continuing to be subject to bureaucratic 

inconsistencies. A “Soldier’s Father” wrote to the editor of the Williamstown 

Advertiser in December 1918 in praise of the Hibernians. He noted that when a 

member of HACBS returned from active service, that society immediately sought sick 

leave information from the authorities so that ‘whatsoever sick pay is due is at once 

handed over to the returned hero’.43 In contrast, he complained that the Foresters 

Court St George, his son’s lodge, refused to accept the information from central 

authorities but: 
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Insist(ed) on a signed medical certificate, signed on the 

battlefield. Now, Sir, just image a soldier carrying in his wallet a 

certificate form, or, if he has shell shock or concussion, what 

presence of mind he must have to get it signed by the MO, who, 

no doubt, would have had something else to do more important 

than signing medical certificates.44 

 

Despite this bureaucracy, the process of State-backed reinsurance and the other 

legislative imposts were successful in ensuring the financial survival of the friendly 

societies at a time of increased outflows of claims and reduced inflows of 

contributions. The societies remained viable to face the peacetime requirements of 

returned servicemen who would have had physical and mental health issues that 

lingered for many years, frequently without the benefit of service pensions. Marissa 

Larsson has written of the injustices of the war pension eligibility tests and Medical 

Boards being ‘vigilant against fraud …(and) generosity was not a feature of the 

system.’ 45  Although not recognised by Larsson, the friendly societies remained 

generously part of the community response to the ongoing and damaged lives of the 

returned servicemen. 

 

Friendly Societies in The War 
 

The departure of members for the front was felt by the societies with members’ 

absence being noted at meetings. The 2 September 1914 meeting of the IOR Pride of 

Carisbrook Tent recorded that several members had travelled to Queenscliff to join 

the 73rd Regiment. The meeting also voted 10s 6d to each of the Mayor and Mayoress’s 

patriotic funds.46 By 22 September 1914, the MUIOOF Loyal Hand of Friendship Lodge 

minutes recorded that some members had presented Bro. L A Blackman, PG, with a 
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wristwatch and a Manchester Unity medal on the eve of his departure with the 

Expeditionary Force. The meeting resolved to send a letter to him at the 

Broadmeadows Camp.47 Not just members went to war, doctors were also required. 

Correspondence was tabled at the 23 March 1914 meeting from one of the Lodge 

surgeons, Dr Hardy, stating that he was going on active service and that Dr Steele 

would act for him. Similarly, Dr Davis sought leave for 3 months because he ‘was going 

away on active service with Dr Salter acting on his behalf.’48 Notification of the fallen 

was also dutifully recorded. At the 8 August 1916 meeting, a condolence motion was 

passed recording that Bro. Lieut. MacDonald had ‘fallen in France whilst gallantly 

serving his King and Country.’49  

Although men were departing for the battlefields, by 1915 the authorities and 

the military leaders were aware that recruitment was not achieving the early 

successes of the first twelve months of the war. They sought to boost troop numbers 

through a process of subtle coercion and ultimately by introducing conscription. The 

subtle focus on enlistment was instigated through the implementation of a War 

Census that required all males between the ages of 18 and 60 years to indicate, inter 

alia, their marital and occupational status, previous military training, health and other 

general matters. Although the Attorney-General, and soon-to-be Prime Minister Billy 

Hughes, assured the nation that the legislation authorising the War Census did not 

contemplate conscription, many were not convinced.50 Forms were available from 

post offices for sending to the Commonwealth Statistician by 15 September 1915. A 

failure to lodge or wilful commission of an inaccuracy carried a fine of £50 with three 

month’s imprisonment. 51  The Queenscliff branch of the ANA, with its military 

members, was under no allusions as to the correct course of action. They helped the 

residents of Queenscliff and all members to ‘enable them to post their papers before 

the 15th inst.’52 The coercive approach to enlistment is evinced in the 15 December 

                                                             
47 Manchester Unity, NBAC Z190, Box 43. Minute Book.  
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1915 ‘Call to Arms’ signed by Hughes and posted to all 18 to 60-year-old males who 

had completed the War Census. This time the compulsory form asked additional 

questions that were straight to the point: 

 

Are you prepared to enlist now? Reply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’. 

If you reply ‘Yes’ you will be given a fortnight’s notice before 

being called up. 

If not willing to enlist now, are you willing to enlist at a later 

date? Reply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ and if willing, state when. 

If not willing to enlist, state the reason why, as explicitly as 

possible. 

 

The attitude of the Queenscliff ANA to this Call to Arms is not recorded. But the next 

two years 1916-1917 were to see the friendly societies divided over one of the most 

contentious issues of the war – conscription.53  

Recruitment had continued to flag in Australia during the period when Britain 

and New Zealand each introduced conscription in the first half of 1916. The Australian 

conscription debates and the two national referenda held in October 1916 and 

December 1917 divided the nation along class and sectarian lines. Families argued. 

The ‘yes’ voters were told they would have blood on their hands. Political parties were 

split asunder. Friendly societies do not feature in the scholarly analyses of the 

conscription debates, but they were no less riven than society at large. The divisions 

within the friendly societies surrounding the conscription debates were merely a 

reflection of the community-wide debate. Although sectarianism had been largely 

absent from the friendly society movement, the conscription debates did highlight 

where sectarianism was alive and well. The Hibernians and the Irish National 
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Foresters, both Catholic-orientated societies, were opposed to conscription. Their 

opposition reflected the ‘No’ campaign led by Bishop (later Archbishop) Dr Daniel 

Mannix of Melbourne. In the alternative, other friendly societies supported 

conscription with varying degrees of enthusiasm but were not seen to oppose it. Just 

days before the October 1916 referendum, Queenscliff residents attended a public 

meeting at which Mayor Thwaites presided and Mr Wilson, President of the 

Queenscliff ANA friendly society, was on the platform. The Rev. Henry Howard, tall 

and bearded with an organ-like voice and a fervent supporter of conscription 54 

addressed the meeting described by the Mayor as ‘the most important meeting ever 

held in Queenscliff’ and the applause for Reverend Howard echoed the ANA friendly 

society’s strong support of conscription. 55  

 

Social Benefits Created in Wartime 
 

A central theme of this thesis is that friendly societies activities generated benefits for 

the whole community. This was especially the case during World War One. These 

benefits enhanced their reputation as significant members of the Victorian 

community. The Argus reported that the Coleraine 1915 St Patrick’s Day Oddfellows 

committee had committed 25% of the takings from a sports day and evening concert 

to the Empire wide Belgian Fund.56 To be held on Easter Monday 1916, the Moorabbin 

United Friendly Societies organised a gala day and procession to aid the Discharged 

Wounded Soldiers Fund. 57  The context for the event included being held twelve 

months from the date of the Gallipoli landing and within six months of the death of 

the British nurse Edith Cavell. The waiting crowd would have been familiar with the 

names in the procession - the Foresters, Rechabites, Hibernians, PAFS and Natives. 

With patronage of the state government and the Moorabbin Shire Council, the 
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societies were to be on display to the community.58 The societies marched with their 

banners and floats with the PAFS float portraying Nurse Cavell for which they were 

awarded the prize for the best tableau from a friendly society.59 There were picnic 

foot races and St John’s Ambulance Brigade first aid demonstrations using boy scouts 

as wounded soldiers; the evening concert at the Mentone Skating Rink had the added 

attraction of Sergeant Bottomley and Private Warburton giving ‘vivid presentations 

on the landing at Gallipoli.’60 

 Friendly society support for Australian servicemen extended much further 

afield. One of the most important activities occurred in London when Australian 

troops were being evacuated to Great Britain for hospitalisation, rehabilitation and 

furlough. Recognising that soldiers would benefit from familiar sights and sounds as 

well as a sanctuary from the fleshpots of London, the ANA Friendly Society in 

Melbourne raised funds to set up the first overseas Anzac Buffet in September 1915.61 

The Melbourne ANA branch sponsored the formation of the ANA London Branch with 

Harry Kneebone, Press Officer in the Australian High Commissioner’s office, 

appointed Secretary of the London branch.62 The news of this initiative spread across 

the Australian continent from Perth to Hobart to Brisbane. The Anzac Buffet (Figure 

54) would provide reading, billiard and writing rooms, refreshments and friendly 

faces that had soldiers ‘rejoicing in the Antipodean atmosphere that has been so 

skilfully created there.’63 
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61 Argus, 5 August 1919, p. 4, states that the first Anzac Buffet was opened in Melbourne on 4 August 1915 
with Mrs Pattie Deakin, wife of the former Prime Minister, Alfred Deakin, being the principal organiser. 

62 The Register, Adelaide, 27 May 1916, p. 8; Senator Harry Kneebone’s obituary in the Adelaide Advertiser, 
23 December 1933, cites him as being the founder and first honorary secretary of the Anzac Buffet that 
supplied more than one million free meals during the war. 

63 Daily Post, Hobart, 10 December 1915, p. 6; also, the Maitland Daily Mail, 7 September 1915, The Telegraph, 
Brisbane, 7 September 1915 and The West Australian, 2 December 1915. 

http://localhistory.kingston.vic.gov.au/htm/article/324.htm


293 

 

 64 

                                                             FIGURE 54: ANZAC BUFFET, LONDON. 

      
The Anzac Buffet was initially located at 70 Victoria Street, Westminster but 

soon relocated to 130 Horseferry Road. Within a year it was relocated again to 94 

Victoria Street. Being open from 6am to 10.30pm seven days a week, the Buffet was 

known to feed and entertain 1000 Australian and New Zealand servicemen a day. 

Demand for this style of drop-in centre was so great that a branch of the Anzac Buffet 

was set up at the 2nd Australian Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield House, Southall, 

London. The moral influence of the ANA Friendly Society would have sought to 

provide a place that distracted the soldiers on leave from the attractions in London’s 

brothels and other unsavoury activities.65 Although there was the Australian Soldiers’ 

Club nearby, it charged for meals and other necessities whereas the Anzac Buffet 

provided free meals and entertainment throughout the war. Commemorations and 

celebrations were a feature to lift the spirits of soldiers. A 20 November 1915 event 

for six Victoria Cross recipients from Australia and New Zealand (Hugo Throssell, 
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Frederick Tubb, William Symons, Cyril Bassett (NZ), Leonard Keysor and John 

Hamilton).66 

All this came at a cost for the ANA and by 1917 the Buffet was in dire financial 

straits. In May 1917, responding to an article in the Melbourne Age newspaper, the 

English stage and film entertainer Ada Reeve took time out from her touring 

commitments in Australia to raise funds for the Anzac Buffet. In a series of 

performances during which Senator Pearce, Minister of Defence, supported her 

appeal and the State War Council sanctioned her application as an official fund raiser 

for patriotic purposes, a total of £14,000 was raised to keep the Buffet afloat thereby 

earning her the sobriquet of ‘Anzac Ada’.67 The Buffet remained open for the duration 

of the war and closed in November 1919 after serving 1,500,000 meals to the 

soldiers.68 

 

Other Impacts 
 

Some temperance-orientated friendly societies sought to use the course of the war to 

create social change in the Victorian community. This was in sharp contrast to the 

expansion of hospitality and comfort provided to the soldiers in London, Specifically, 

the Rechabites and Sons of Temperance lobbied for the reform of alcohol sales in a 

movement that was stimulated by sermons of encouragement from Methodist and 

other church pulpits. Within months on the commencement of hostilities, they had 

their first victory. The crusade gained impetus from the unruly behaviour of the newly 

recruited troops of the First Expeditionary Force camped at Broadmeadows, on the 

outskirts of Melbourne. A contentious issue arose relating to the sale of alcohol within 

the military camp. Such a facility was called a wet canteen. Early indications were that 

the Broadmeadows camp wet canteen was ‘conducted in an admirable manner and 

                                                             
66 Sydney Morning Herald, 31 December 1915, p. 8. 

67 Martina Lipton, ‘Tactical agency in war work: "Anzac Ada" Reeve, the soldiers' friend’ in Popular 
Entertainment Studies, 3, 1 (2012): 7-23. Also refer the Age, 15 May 1915, p. 9, for Senator Pearce noting the 
Buffet’s ‘most praiseworthy work’ and the War Committee approaching Ada Reeve to ensure she sought 
permission to operate an appeal for patriotic purposes. 

68 Ballarat Star, 29 November 1919, p. 1. 
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that drunkenness amongst the troops is unknown.’ 69  This was not the full story. 

Soldiers were being found drunk in uniform. There was riotous behaviour in the 

street of Melbourne.70 Despite protests by those supporting the liquor industry, the 

Rechabites and Sons of Temperance lobbied hard and had their own wartime victory. 

By 2 October 1914, the Minister of Defence announced the abolition of all wet 

canteens in Australian-based military camps. It did not hurt their case that the 

Minister of Defence was also Bro. George Pearce of the Independent Order of 

Rechabites. Brother Pearce had prevailed, as did the temperance movement. 

 Melbourne Punch trumpeted that the ‘teetotal Minister of Defence in a teetotal 

Government’ would have men ‘to be content with … drink…known as soft stuff.’71 

Writing to the Argus newspaper, FAIR THING implored ‘these cold water and lime 

juice enthusiasts (to) apply their energy to regulating their own lives only, and not to 

making our grand fighting men look like naughty school-boys.’72 The Rechabite and 

Temperance News celebrated the efforts of their worthy Brother Pearce noting that 

the reporting of his recent speech at the Richmond Alliance Tent helped secure the 

victory.73 

The war impacted in other ways. The 25 August 1914 meeting of the Foresters 

Court Queenscliff lapsed for want of a quorum. Most of the members were probably 

at the military barracks. The meeting report stated that ‘the war duties of several of 

the members’ meant that there are insufficient (members) to carry on the general 

business of the Order.’74 Even two years later the shortage of members was still being 

felt. The Ballarat Loyal Hand of Friendship Lodge meeting on 3 October 1916 was 

cancelled due to a lack of quorum because of a ‘large recruiting meeting in the Alfred 

Hall.’75 However, in due course those returning from the war would ameliorate the 

                                                             
69 Bendigo Advertiser, 1 September 1914, p. 8. 

70 Leader, 17 October 1914, p. 25; Australasian, 17 October 1914, p. 41. 

71 Melbourne Punch,15 October 1914, p. 11. 

72 Argus, 31 October 1914, p. 19. 

73 The Rechabite and Temperance News, 8 December 1914, Vol IX, 6, p. 207. 

74 Geelong Advertiser, 28 August 1914, p. 5. 

75 Manchester Unity, NBAC Z190, Box 43. Minute Book. 
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absence of members at meetings. Returned servicemen began to attend their lodges 

when their infirmities allowed. On 19 February 1918, the Loyal Hand of Friendship 

Lodge welcomed home Bro. Private Fred Harris ‘invalided home from France after 

having been severely wounded in both legs and his right arm and had escaped with 

the loss of his right foot … (he) was enthusiastically received by the brethren.’76 The 

vote of appreciation noted his two years of service rendered to the Lodge and Empire 

and the wounded private was presented with a walking stick that had been made by 

a MUIOOF Red Cross worker. Speaking with emotion Private Harris said he had done 

his duty as he felt ‘every eligible single man should.’77  

Such patriotism also informed the formation of new friendly society branches. 

Patriotic names began to be used for naming new friendly society branches. In 1915 

the new Rechabite tent at Longwarry was named Gallipoli whereas the Rechabite tent 

in the Mallee town of Buckrabanyule chose Kitchener. 78 In 1916 the United Ancient 

Order of Druids in Chelsea chose Lord Kitchener - the Rechabites in Yea decided upon 

Patriot although the latter was changed to Anzac.79 

The Great War ended on 11 November 1918. The MUIOOF Loyal Hand of 

Friendship Lodge met the evening after the Armistice had taken effect. The 

proceedings opening with the National Anthem ‘it being the first meeting after the 

cessation of hostilities, after the signing of the Armistice by Germany’s (the Huns) 

representatives.’80 For the last time the branch read the War Ritual and passed the 

following motion:  

 

 That this Lodge of the MUIOOF expresses its loyalty and 

devotion to the Throne and Empire and gives devout thanks to 

Almighty God for His aid in bringing about such a glorious 

victory and for the cessation of hostilities in Europe, after four 

                                                             
76 Manchester Unity, NBAC Z190, Box 43. Minute Book. 

77 Manchester Unity, NBAC Z190, Box 43. Minute Book. 

78 Victoria, Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies for the Year 1915, VPP 1916, No. 14, p. 3.  

79 Victoria, Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies for the Year 1916, VPP 1917, No. 22, p. 2. 

80 Manchester Unity, NBAC Z190, Box 43. Minute Book. 
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years of fighting in the greatest war the world has ever known, 

resulting in the complete triumph of the Allies and the 

overthrow of the Central Powers, thereby establishing liberty, 

justice, and righteousness over the evils of barbarism and 

oppression. This Lodge fervently trusts that an early and lasting 

peace may be assured for all mankind, and a league of nations 

be established which will make war impossible. 81 

 

Similarly, the Corio Division 1 of the Sons of Temperance meeting on 19 November 

1918 acknowledged the Armistice with ‘a deepest sense of thankfulness to God for the 

successful termination of hostilities which we trust will be speedily followed by a 

lasting peace.’82 The following year, at the 29 July 1919 meeting, Bro. Stott thanked 

the OST for having paid his and other serving members’ contributions while on 

service. He specially noted that the OST was the only society that did not levy the 

members to fund such contributions.83  

The women at the Druids, Princess Alice Lodge, in Geelong held their first 

meeting after the Armistice on 26 November 1918. Perhaps they were war weary, 

perhaps they were too disillusioned to celebrate the event after the terrible slaughter 

of the men. Their meeting minutes did not mention war or peace. After the formal 

agenda was completed, games and ‘competitions were indulged in.’ The evening 

finished after singing Auld Lang Syne.84 

Not all branches were quick to respond to the Armistice. The MUIOOF Loyal 

Mordialloc Lodge did not meet on 12 November being the scheduled date, without 

reference in the minutes as to why this occurred – perhaps the heady celebrations 

overtook the requirement for the Lodge to open.85 In fact the end of the war was not 

mentioned in any subsequent minutes. Given the Lodge was opened in October 1915 

                                                             
81 Manchester Unity, NBAC Z190, Box 43. Minute Book. 

82 Sons of Temperance, Geelong Heritage Centre, 16/2, Minute Book, 1918-1922. 

83 Sons of Temperance, Geelong Heritage Centre, 16/2, Minute Book, 1918-1922. 

84 Druids, Geelong Heritage Centre, 133, Minute Book, 1915-1935. 
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and that no mention of any members killed or wounded in action appeared in the 

minutes, the members may not have felt the need to recognise the event in the same 

way as the Loyal Hand of Friendship Lodge. In a postscript to the 1914-18 conflicts, 

eleven days after the signing of the Armistice, a new branch of the Grand United Order 

of Oddfellows was inaugurated at Thirroul in New South Wales. There were two 

suggestions for a name being “Peace” and “Victory”. On being put to the vote, Victory 

was chosen by the majority, reflecting the 19 December 1918 editorial in The 

Oddfellow wherein the editor offered ‘our earnest thanks to God that he has given us 

the victory.’86  

 The financial impact of the war on friendly societies in Victoria had been 

ameliorated by the state government reinsurance scheme. Despite this arrangement, 

the Government Statist estimated that the net cost of sick pay and funeral benefits 

incurred from the war was £240,000 – an amount that did not cause concern to the 

authorities. Such was the financial strength of the societies that even after considering 

future sickness benefits that would be payable due to lingering war injuries, the 

Government Statist did not see reason to make special provision for these contingent 

liabilities in his quinquennial valuations.87 Approximately 3,500 members died on 

active service out of total enlistments of 20,000. This number of deaths did not impact 

on membership numbers. Although membership numbers dropped by 11,833 

persons from 1915 to 1920, the Statist stated that the decrease was ‘mainly due’ to 

the dispute with the medical profession that was described in the previous chapter of 

this thesis.88 By 1921 after settlement of the dispute with the doctors, membership 

numbers rose to a record 517,000 in 1921.89 

 

 

                                                             
86 Grand United Order of Oddfellows, New South Wales, The Oddfellow, Vol. 7, No. 3, 2, p. 5 

87 Victoria: Forty-Third Annual Report of the Government Statist on Friendly Societies for the Year 1920, VPP 
1921, No. 29, p. v. 

88 Victoria: Forty-Third Annual Report of the Government Statist on Friendly Societies for the Year 1920, VPP 
1921, No. 29, p. iv. 

89 Victoria: Forty-Fourth Annual Report of the Government Statist on Friendly Societies for the Year 1921, VPP 
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Closure 
 

The cessation of hostilities and repatriation of returning servicemen was a time for 

reflection. This was true for friendly societies as well as the nation. The installation of 

Rolls of Honour and memorials caused the friendly societies to count the cost in non-

financial terms. Honour rolls and memorials were dedicated to those who answered 

the call — For King & Country. Following the Australian tradition of honouring all who 

served, as well as the fallen, friendly societies finalised honour boards, some of which 

were commenced during the war. With names listed randomly, not alphabetically, the 

Sons of Temperance at Lara appear to have added names to their Honor Roll, 

members killed or wounded, as notifications came through. Fourteen members from 

the Lara OST answered the call of which 50% were wounded and two died (Figure 

55). The Fish Creek ANA branch honoured former members as well as current 

members, perhaps reflecting the community spirit in a small rural village (Figure 56). 

The Wimmera district Loyal St Arnaud Lodge of Manchester Unity listed thirty-four 

volunteers of whom ten or 29% made the supreme sacrifice (Figure 57). It is no 

wonder some friendly societies recorded falling memberships and needed assistance 

from the State.  
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                      FIGURE 55: HONOR ROLL, SONS OF TEMPERANCE, LARA.  

 

 

 

 

                                                             
90http://monumentaustralia.org.au/ , website, accessed 26 September 2018, board located in the Lara RSL 
Club, Victoria. Sandra Brown, photographer. 
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 91 

                                                   FIGURE 56: ROLL OF HONOR, ANA, FISH CREEK. 

 

When hostilities broke out in Europe in August 1914, membership of friendly 

societies covered approximately fifty per cent of the Victorian population. 92  A 

significant reminder of their influence in Victoria was the response of the state 

government to constantly amended legislation that protected friendly societies and 

their serving members from financial distress. Despite this state’s response, there was 

not a universal acceptance of the nation’s role in the war and the members of some 

societies did not even see a need to financially support those who enlisted for 

overseas service. This negativity was even more apparent when the conscription 

referenda of 1916 and 1917 split the friendly society movement with strong 

sentiments voiced on both sides of the debate. World War One was also a time when 

the public would have become more aware of friendly societies by their support of 

the various patriotic movements that were a feature of the wartime period. The 

assistance provided by friendly societies to both the serving members on active 

                                                             
91 http://monumentaustralia.org.au/ , website, accessed 26 September 2018, board located in the Fish Creek 
Memorial Hall, Victoria. Greg Gordon, photographer. 

92 Green and Cromwell. Mutual Aid or Welfare State, p. 218. Interestingly, despite covering the period from 
the 1860s to the 1950s, Green and Cromwell do not consider the impact on friendly societies of any wars or 
military tensions.  
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service and to the families at home, especially the widows and fatherless children, 

provided support to the recipients. This support also lessened a burden the wider 

community would have shouldered if there were greater numbers of families without 

a breadwinner. The value of this support may not be measurable in financial terms, 

but it represents an important aspect of the social benefits created through friendly 

societies. Importantly it ‘was a crucially positive contribution in the war years, whose 

privations and difficulties were deeper and societal, extending beyond emotional 

trauma, physical death and economic hardship.’93  

 

  94  

                                                     FIGURE 57: HONOR ROLL, MUIOOF, ST ARNAUD. 

        
  

                                                             
93 Alex McDermott, Of No Personal Influence, p. 70. 

94 http://monumentaustralia.org.au/, website, accessed 23 October 2018, board located in Liberty Hall, St 
Arnaud RSL Club, Victoria. Arthur Garland, photographer. 
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CONCLUSION 
 

In November 1850, when the colonists of Port Phillip were celebrating their 

separation from New South Wales, the Argus newspaper enthusiastically described 

the four days of celebrations. The friendly societies had, along with many colonists, 

paraded with colourful banners through the streets of emerging Melbourne with the 

report stating: 

 

 They showed their strength on this occasion in a manner which 

surprised those who did not previously know how influential a 

body they have become. The members were decorated with 

sashes, aprons, etc, and presented a most respectable and 

creditable appearance.1 

 

This report contains two important sets of words. The first is ‘influential’ and the 

second ‘respectable and creditable.’ These words sum up the status of friendly 

societies throughout the narrative of this thesis. From the earliest days of European 

settlement, through the booms and busts of the Victorian economy and culminating 

with war dead being memorialised, friendly societies were influential, respectable and 

creditable. 

 I have argued that the translocation of friendly societies from England has been 

largely ignored by the academy and lost to the public. The story is detailed and, in 

many respects, unique. The achievement of friendlies was to coalesce the aspirations 

of all classes of men, and ultimately women, who sought to better their lives through 

mutually co-operative activities that can be summed up in the expression self-help. 

The philosophy underlying friendly societies was unambiguous. It promoted self-

reliance, independence of action and mutual self-regard through cooperative effort 

and thrifty habits. These were their self-regarding attributes on show. But these were 

men and women who were also building a state and a nation. They used their collective 

                                                             
1 Argus, 19 November 1850, 1. 
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influence to participate in those events that shaped the future of the rural districts and 

towns in which friendly societies were established. Their philanthropic activities, their 

establishment of democratically run branches and their influence on the delivery of 

health services were formative. These were their other-regarding attributes that 

contributed to the community perception of respectability and creditability. The 

questions remain, however, what did their presence achieve, what was their legacy? 

 I have argued that this effort and activity created benefits for all Victorians. In 

the case of the ANA, their influence spread nationally to promote Federation. The 

hospitals, widows and orphans, and community needs were all assisted when times 

required, thereby creating a legacy of leading by example. There were other 

institutions that also lead by example – the churches, the benevolent societies and 

other fraternal organisations such as Freemasons and trade unions. The argument is 

not that friendly societies were the only organisations benefiting the community, but 

that part of their legacy is that they were influential along with other institutions. 

Legacy can also be in the form of physical reminders of their existence. Unlike 

the mechanics institutes and Masonic halls that are a feature of so many Victorian rural 

towns and suburbs, the friendly societies have not left a large physical legacy. The use 

of community halls, hotels and mechanics institutes for meetings frequently means 

that a lesser trace of the friendly societies is seen when visiting Victorian towns. There 

are notable exceptions. The Oddfellows Hall in Williamstown and the Manchester 

Unity building in Melbourne are both on the Register of the National Estate.2 Also on 

the Register of the National Estate are: 

 

• Foresters Hall, at RMIT University, the former United Melbourne 

District headquarters of the Foresters. 

• Storey Hall, at RMIT University, the former Australasian 

headquarters of the Hibernians. 

• Rechabite Hall, Prahran. 

• Richmond United Friendly Societies Dispensary building. 

                                                             
2 Australian Heritage Database, http://www.environment.gov.au, website, accessed 27 September 2018. 

http://www.environment.gov.au/
http://www.environment.gov.au/
http://www.environment.gov.au/
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• Temperance Hall, Bendigo, built by the Bendigo Total 

Abstinence Society. 

 

Other evidence of friendly societies exists. It is a matter of looking up. It may be for the 

IOOF neon sign atop a Collins Street building or the Friendly Societies Hotel frieze 

under the roofline of the now-named Carringbush Hotel. Inside Returned and Services 

League of Australia (RSL) clubrooms around Victoria, honour boards memorialise 

those who served in war. These clubs have now become the homes for honour boards 

of friendly society branches now long closed.  

The Australian Broadcasting Corporation news service operates an online 

feature called Curious Melbourne. In September 2018, it featured the question “Why 

is there a wizard at the top of this Melbourne building?”3 The article included a photo 

of a statue, of a bearded old man holding a staff topped by a crescent moon, looking 

down from the top of the building, Druids House. This Swanston Street building was 

built by the Druids to house their friendly society operations. After providing the 

background information to the news reporter, I reflected that this thesis is therefore 

important to ensure that the stories behind the diminishing physical legacy of friendly 

societies are documented. Like Druids House, the physical legacy of the friendlies is 

small, intriguing, and worthy of note as inclusions in the Register of the National Estate 

imply. 

 The operational legacies of friendly societies have also diminished. Current day 

friendly societies provide different services from those before 1920. Those nearest the 

original model are members of the Australian Friendly Societies Pharmacies 

Association. In 2018 Australia, there were thirty-two Friendly Society Pharmacy 

organisations owning 128 pharmacies of which forty-six are in Victoria. 4  These 

pharmacies all continue the not-for-profit tradition of the original dispensaries that 

represents an ongoing legacy of the friendly society movement. In Victoria, the largest 

single pharmacy group is the UFS Dispensaries Ltd, headquartered in Ballarat with the 

                                                             
3  Australian Broadcasting Corporation, http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-14/curious-melbourne-
druid-house-history/10243302, online, accessed 27 September 2018. 

4 Australian Friendly Societies Pharmacies Association, http://afspa.com.au/victorian-locations/, website, 
accessed 27 September 2018. 
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management of nineteen pharmacies mostly in regional Victoria. UFS Dispensaries 

was registered in December 1880, and first operated from Armstrong Street South, 

Ballarat.5 It was one of the dispensaries that caused so much consternation in the 

minds of the doctors and pharmacists. Four pharmacies in the Geelong region trade 

under the name Community Care Chemist, a friendly society first registered in 

December 1898 as the Geelong United Friendly Societies Dispensary.6 Another group 

of friendly societies provide life insurance policies and other financial investment 

products. These are now regulated by the Australian Prudential Regulation Authority 

that maintains a national register of twelve Friendly Societies that operate within 

section 16C of the Life Insurance Act. Some names are recognisable – Ancient Order of 

Foresters in Victoria Friendly Society Limited (trading as Foresters Friendly Society) 

and IOOF Ltd, however, these are corporate entities that would be unrecognisable to 

members in 1920.7  

In the nineteenth-century colony of Victoria, rural and urban communities 

evolved in the spreading settlements of aspirational colonists including pastoralists, 

gold miners, and entrepreneurial opportunists. These settlements were also 

populated by skilled and unskilled workers who toiled in the industries and 

businesses controlled by those with capital. I have developed several arguments while 

documenting their story and that of the friendly societies. 

First, this thesis has argued that the aspirational colonists with capital, and 

those they employed, came together to create a large social cohort, friendly societies. 

With approximately fifty percent of the population of Victoria coming under the 

umbrella of friendly societies, the benefits of these societies were informed by the 

needs of those who suffered financial distress through sickness, unemployment or 

death. The benefits were also informed by the nineteenth-century realisation that 

principles of mutuality, co-operation and thrift could enable individuals to alleviate 

this distress. This approach to self-help remained strongly embedded in the Victorian 

                                                             
5 UFS Dispensaries Ltd, https://www.ufs.com.au/about/history , website, accessed 27 September 2018. The 
Registrar’s of Friendly Societies reference number in Appendix A is 1231. 

6  Community Care Chemist, https://communitycarechemist.com.au/our-team , website, accessed 27 
September 2018. The Registrar’s of Friendly Societies reference number in Appendix A is 1939. 

7 Australian Prudential Regulation Authority, https://www.apra.gov.au/register-friendly-societies , website, 
accessed 23 October 2018. 
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social fabric until an alternative developed out of the Australian social laboratory in 

the form of twentieth-century State welfare. 

Second, this thesis has argued that friendly societies were highly influential in 

the development of democracy in Victoria and formative in the Federation movement 

that led to the founding of the Australian nation. Friendly societies were democratic 

by their very nature. Officials, drawn from the branch membership, whose tenure 

rotated every six months, operated branches of which over 2,700 were registered up 

to 1920. Members were required to attend fortnightly meetings that were formally 

run and minuted, votes taken and counted on matters of import, and speeches given 

on issues of local and wider concern. The cause of Federation became a late 

nineteenth-century debating topic within friendly societies with the arguably most 

famous meeting in Victoria being Deakin’s address in Bendigo. Addressing the 

Australian Natives Association Friendly Society annual meeting on 15 March 1898, 

Deakin exhorted: ‘The 150 delegates who leave this Conference, returning to their 

homes in all parts of this colony to report its proceedings, will, I trust, go back each of 

them filled with zeal and bearing the fiery-cross of Federation.’8  

Third, this thesis has argued that friendly societies created social capital with 

benefits that enhanced the lives of the wider communities in which they were located. 

This is an important argument because it disabuses the notion that friendly societies 

only benefited the members. Friendly societies may have allowed individuals to 

benefit from the mutuality and co-operative habits of fellow members, but this thesis 

illustrated how the societies became major benefactors for hospitals and other public 

institutions. They encouraged community sports activities, promoted patriotic fund 

campaigns in times of military conflict and led community debates on issues including 

conscription, the environment and social issues.  

Fourth, this thesis has argued that friendly societies were formative in the 

availability and delivery of medical and pharmaceutical services in Victoria. Friendly 

societies variously contracted the services of doctors, dentists, pharmaceutical 

chemists (druggists), oculists and masseurs. The importance of friendly societies in 

                                                             
8 Alfred Deakin, ‘And Be One People’: Alfred Deakin’s Federal Story (Carlton South, Vic.: Melbourne University 
Press, 1995), p. 177. 
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this process was that new members of these professions could commence practice 

with guaranteed incomes thereby facilitating the growth of the professions. 

Individuals who might not otherwise be able to afford private services could seek the 

assistance they required. Further and uniquely in Victoria, the medical profession in 

nineteenth-century Victoria was highly fragmented and lacked cohesion in the 

development of the profession. It took a long running dispute with the friendly 

societies for the medical profession to become a united bargaining force to improve 

the pay and conditions for doctors. Arguably, after being settled thorough the process 

of a Royal Commission, this dispute was a watershed event after which the medical 

profession controlled its own destiny rather than the friendly societies. 

Finally, this thesis has argued that the Victorian societies were pivotal in the 

development of friendly societies in Australia. Although the first Australian friendly 

societies are credited as commencing in New South Wales, it was the development of 

Victorian societies that gave impetus to a national movement. The Hibernian 

Australasian Catholic Benefit Society commenced in Victoria and became the largest 

Catholic friendly society in Australia with expansion into all states and New Zealand. 

The Australian Natives Association Friendly Society commenced in Melbourne and 

spread nationally with international connections in South Africa and United Kingdom. 

Other societies were similarly influential with deep roots in Victoria. 

Friendly societies facilitated transnational linkages and movements, not only 

through their philosophical foundations, but also through their functions. Affiliated 

societies spread across the globe with Victorian friendly societies participating in the 

movements spread to New Zealand and South Africa. Membership of a friendly society 

provided clearance certificates, passwords, handshakes and knowledge of rituals that 

were transferrable across the British Empire. Unlike Freemasonry, friendly societies 

have not survived into the twenty-first century as viable social movements. The global 

transformation in the provision of welfare in developed countries in the last one 

hundred and thirty years has seen friendly societies become less relevant.  

This thesis ends in 1920 when the impacts of the reforms, implemented after 

the Wasley Royal Commission, were being felt. The relationship with the medical 

profession would never be the same. In the late 1920s there were unsuccessful 

attempts by the federal government to introduce welfare reforms that divided the 

Nationalist and Country parties. The friendly societies saw the 1928 Earl Page 
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government proposals for welfare reform as leading to the destruction of their virtues 

of thrift, self-help and independence although others felt the inevitability of their 

demise.9 Although the Earl Page reforms were not successful, by 1938, a contributory 

scheme of national insurance was enacted being a ‘gesture towards the demand for 

‘modern’ planning and organization, although the moralistic rhetoric of thrift and self-

reliance that accompanied it was old and familiar.’10 In its 1990 report, the Committee 

of Inquiry into Non-Bank Financial Institutions and Related Financial Processes in the 

State of Queensland noted that the influence of friendly societies waned after the 

1930s. The impact of free public hospitals and the expansion of national subsidised 

medical care made the need for friendly societies less relevant.11 

 In this thesis I have not argued that Victorian friendly societies were the only 

institutions to create community benefits, nor were they the only institutions that 

provided life lessons in democracy. Certainly, there were other factors in the 

development of the medical and pharmaceutical professions. What these arguments 

do provide is recognition that the contribution of friendly societies to these and other 

social developments was significant and influential in the social progress of the colony 

of Victoria and Australia as a young nation. 

 

  

                                                             
9Murphy, A Decent Provision, 152-3. 

10 Frank Bongiorno, ‘Search for a solution, 1923-39’ in Bashford and Macintyre (eds.), The Cambridge History 
of Australia, 2, 82. 

11 Queensland, Report of the Committee of Inquiry into Non-Bank Financial Institutions and Related Financial 
Processes in the State of Queensland, November 1990, 31. 
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Manchester Unity, Loyal Geelong Lodge, minute books, 1867-1870. 

Manchester Unity, Loyal Learmonth Lodge, membership annual return, 1864. 

Manchester Unity, Loyal Mordialloc Lodge, membership registration book, 1915-
1920. 

Manchester Unity, Loyal Prince Alfred Lodge, membership registration book, 1874-
1906. 

Melbourne Union Benefit Society, Articles and Rules for the Regulation of the 
Melbourne Union Benefit Society, 1839. 

Order of the Sons of Temperance, Amendments to Rules, National Division Victoria 
and South Australia, 1922. 

United Ancient Order of Druids, Corio Lodge, minute books, 1903-1966. 
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Major Archives Utilised 

National Archives of Australia (NAA). 

• A10074. 1906/12 High Court, Pharmacy Board of Vic. v PUFSDMI.  
• A1336, 596  Druids’ copyright matter. 
• A2483, B18/5094 Returned soldier and friendly societies. 
• A1188, 352B  Foresters, United Ballarat District laws. 
• A3201, TE611  German Sick and Benefit Society, Attorney-General’s      

papers. 
• CP35,2, Bundle 1/24  Gardeners, National Insurance Commission, 1938. 

matters. 

National Library of Australia 

• Record 1668121  Irish National Foresters, sectarian attitudes. 
• Record 2874492  Foresters, By-laws. 
• Record 73690   Friendly Societies Record, journal, 1871-1872. 
• Record 1794354  IOOF Centenary booklet. 
• Record 2303889  Foresters, Stanley, Victoria. 

Noel Butlin Archive Centre (NBAC). 

• NBAC Z87  GUOOF, Manchester Unity, Druids, Foresters. 
• NBAC Z190  Manchester Unity, Ballarat district. 
• NBAC Z192  Manchester Unity, South Melbourne district. 
• NBAC Z193  Foresters, Ballarat district. 
• NBAC Z194  Ballarat UFS Medical Association & Dispensary. 
• NBAC Z227  Manchester Unity, sundry Victorian districts. 
• NBAC Z262  Manchester Unity, Victorian metropolitan. 
• NBAC Z270  Foresters, Ballarat district.  

Public Record Office of Victoria (PROV) 

• VPRS 28  Probate and Administration files. 
• VPRS 284  Friendly Society Registration files. 
• VPRS 11164  Register of Friendly Societies, original register. 

State Library of Victoria (SLV) 

• MS 13467  Melbourne German Sick and Relief Society. 

Archive Centres and Libraries, visited. 

• Australian Unity Archive, South Melbourne: digitised ANA membership 
records, ANA minute books, and literature and photographs. 

• Catholic Diocese of Ballarat Archive: extensive HACBS archive from 
foundation. 

• Geelong Heritage Centre: Druids, Manchester Unity, OST and ANA 
membership records and minute books.  

• Library and Museum of Freemasonry, London: English texts. 



312 

 

• Manchester Unity Museum, Manchester: records, collectables, posters and 
ephemera. 

• People’s History Museum, Manchester: banners, regalia, and ephemera. 
• Prahran Mechanics Institute, Victorian History Library: texts, local histories. 
• Queenscliff Heritage Museum: Foresters minute book extracts, regalia, and 

photographs. 
• Royal Victorian Historical Society: GUOFG files, membership registers, 

minute books, ephemera. 
• State Library of New South Wales: texts. 
• University of Melbourne Archives: temperance societies minutes books. 
• University of Newcastle, Pender Collection Archive, online only, photographs. 

Parliamentary Papers 

1855 Return of Friendly Societies    VLC 1855 No. 42 
1871 Census of Victoria     VPP 1874 No. 28 
1873 Statistics of Friendly Societies   VPP 1874 No. 98 
1874  Statistics of Friendly Societies   VPP 1875  No. 66 
1876 Victorian Royal Commission    VPP 1876 No. 44 
1878 Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies  VPP 1879  No. 33 
1878 Statistics of Friendly Societies   VPP 1879  No. 56 
1879 Report of the Government Statist   VPP 1880 No. 7 
1880 Report of the Government Statist   VPP 1881 No. 10 
1881 Report of the Government Statist   VPP 1883 No. 2 
1882 Report of the Government Statist   VPP 1884 No. 6 
1906 Report of the Actuary     VPP 1907 No. 24 
1906 Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies  VPP 1907 No 32 
1909 Report of the Government Statist   VPP 1910 No. 56 
1910 Report of the Government Statist   VPP 1911 No. 9 (2nd 

Session) 
1913 Report of the Government Statist   VPP 1914 No. 6 (2nd 

Session) 
1914 Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies  VPP 1915 No. 22  
1914 Report of the Government Statist   VPP 1915 No. 57 
1915 Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies  VPP 1916 No. 14 
1916 Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies  VPP 1917 No. 22 
1916 Report of the Government Statist   VPP 1917-18 No. 1 
1919 Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies  VPP 1920 No. 8 (2nd 

Session) 
1920 Report of the Government Statist   VPP 1921  No. 29  
1921 Report of the Government Statist   VPP 1922 No. 26 
1928 Report of the Government Statist    VPP 1929 No. 8 
1989 Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies  VPP 1989 No. 87 
 

Friendly societies’ statutory reports were variously titled up to 1920: Statistics 
of Friendly Societies (1873-1879); Annual Report of the Proceedings of the 
Government Statist in connection with Friendly Societies (1879 (redone)-
1894); Annual Report for Friendly Societies, Report of the Actuary for Friendly 



313 

 

Societies (1896-1907); Annual Report for Friendly Societies, Report of the 
Government Statist (1908-1920). 

 

Acts of Parliament 

• England: The Friendly Societies Act, 1875, 38 & 39 Vict., Cap. 60. 

• New South Wales: An Act to regulate Friendly Societies in the Colony of New 
South Wales, 7 Vict., No. 10 (1843). 

• New South Wales: An Act to prevent for a limited time Party Processions and 
certain other public Exhibitions in the Colony of New South Wales, 10 Vict., No. 
1 (1846). 

• New South Wales: An Act to amend the Act regulating Friendly Societies in New 
South Wales, 11 Vict., No. 54 (1847). 

• New South Wales: Hospitals Partial Incorporation Act, 11 Vict. No. 59 (1847). 

• New South Wales: An Act to consolidate and amend the Laws relating to 
Friendly Societies, 17 Vict., No. 26 (1853). 

• Victoria: The Friendly Societies Act 1855 – An Act to consolidate and amend 
the Laws relating to Friendly Societies, 18 Vict., No. 41.  

• Victoria: Friendly Societies Statute 1865 – An Act to Consolidate the Law 
relating to Friendly Societies, 28 Vict., No. 254.  

• Victoria: Friendly Societies Act 1877 – An Act to amend and consolidate the 
Laws relating to Friendly Societies, 41 Vict., No. 590. 

• Victoria: Friendly Societies Act 1890 – An Act to consolidate the Law relating 
to Friendly Societies, 54 Vict., No. 1094. 

• Victoria: Friendly Societies Act 1891 – An Act to amend the Friendly Societies 
Act 1890, 55 Vict., No. 1232. 

• Victoria: Friendly Societies Actuary's Act 1896 – An Act to provide for the 
Transfer of certain Powers and Duties from the Government Statist to the 
Actuary for Friendly Societies, 59 Vict., No. 1418. 

• Victoria: Friendly Societies Act 1900 – An Act to amend the Friendly Societies 
Act 1890, 64 Vict., No. 1686. 

• Victoria: Friendly Societies Act 1905 - An Act to provide for the Restriction of 
Transfer of Bonds and Debentures held by the Trustees of Friendly Societies or 
Branches of Friendly Societies, 5 Edw. VII, No. 1967.  

• Victoria: Friendly Societies' Gardens Act 1905 - An Act to authorize the 
revesting in the Crown of certain Lands in the City of Melbourne now held 
under Certificate of Title by Trustees as a Recreation Ground for and in 
connexion with the Friendly Societies of Victoria and also the cancellation of 
the Crown Grant and Certificate and for other purposes, 5 Edw. VII, No. 1987. 

• Victoria: Friendly Societies Act 1906 - An Act to amend the Friendly Societies 
Acts, 7 Edw. VII, No. 2070.  

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/tfsa1855231
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fss1865279
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa1877201
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa1890201
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa1891201
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsaa1896301
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa1900201
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa1905201
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsga1905262
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa1906201
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• Victoria: Friendly Societies Act 1907 - An Act to further amend the Friendly 
Societies Acts, 7 Edw. VII, No. 2107.  

• Victoria: Friendly Societies Act 1911 - An Act to further amend the Friendly 
Societies Act 1907, 2 Geo. V, No. 2317.  

• Victoria: Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Act 1914 - An Act to amend the 
Friendly Societies Acts, 5 Geo. V, No. 2533. 

• Victoria: War Expenditure and Overdrafts Act 1914 - An Act to authorize and 
validate certain Expenditure by Municipalities and other Bodies in connexion 
with the present War and also certain Overdrafts by Municipalities, 5 Geo. V, 
No. 2548. 

• Victoria: Friendly Societies Act 1915 – An Act to consolidate the Law relating 
to Friendly Societies, 6 Geo. V, No. 2658. 

• Victoria: Friendly Societies Act 1915 (No. 2) – An Act to amend the Friendly 
Societies Act 1915, 6 Geo. V, No. 2602. 

• Victoria: Friendly Societies Act 1916 – An Act to amend the Friendly Societies 
Acts, 7 Geo. V, No. 2854. 

• Victoria: Friendly Societies Act 1916 (No. 2) – An Act to make provision with 
respect to Contributions under the Friendly Societies Acts by Persons on War 
Service and for other purposes, 7 Geo. V, No. 2883. 

• Victoria: Friendly Societies Act 1918 – An Act relating to Agreements between 
Medical Practitioners and Friendly Societies or Branches thereof, and for other 
purposes, 8 Geo. V, No. 2946. 

 

Royal Commissions, Commissions of Enquiry, and Judicial Decisions 

• Australia  High Court of Australia, Carroll v Shillinglaw, [1906]. 
• England  House of Commons, Friendly Societies Bill together with the     

Proceedings of the Committee, Minutes of Evidence, Appendix and Index, 26 July 
1854. 

• England Report from the Royal Commission appointed to inquire into 
Friendly and Benefit Building Societies, 1871-1874, (English Royal 
Commission). 

• Victoria Report of the Commissioners Appointed to Enquire into the 
Municipalities and Charitable Institutions in Victoria, 1863. 

• Victoria Report of the Royal Commission Appointed to Enquire into and 
Report upon the Condition and Management of the Charitable Institutions of 
the Colony, 1871. 

• Victoria Royal Commission Appointed to Inquire into the Working of the 
Friendly Societies Statute, 1875, (Victorian Royal Commission). There were 
two reports, an interim and final. This thesis has only used the final report - 
Report of the Royal Commission Appointed to Inquire into the Working of the 
Friendly Societies Statute Together with Minutes of Evidence and Appendices, 
1876, (Commission Report), VPP, No. 44. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa1907201
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa1911201
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsaaa1914320
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa1915201
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa19152228
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa1916201
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa19162228
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/fsa1918201
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• Victoria Report of the Royal Commission to Investigate the Disputes and 
Differences Leading to the Resignation of Medical Officers of Friendly Societies 
or Branches, and to Consider and Make Recommendations with Respect to 
Agreements between Medical Officers and Friendly Societies, 1918, VPP, No. 33, 
(Royal Commission to Investigate Disputes). 
 

Contemporary Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century Publications 

British Medical Association, ‘Report of conference between the British Medical 
Association and representatives of Victorian friendly societies’ in Australian 
Medical Journal, no. 27 December (1913). 

Baernreither, J. M., and Alice Taylor, English Associations of Working Men, (eds.) 
(London: Swan Sonnenschein, 1893), Stereotyped Edition. 

Barnard, F. G. A., The Jubilee History of Kew: Its Origins & Progress 1803 – 1910 
(Kew: E.F.G. Hodges, 1910). 

Bruck, Ludwig, The Sweating of the Medical Profession in Australia by the Friendly 
Societies in Australia (Sydney: Ludwig Bruck, 1896). 

Butler, John W., Birtchnell’s Daylesford Directory (Ballarat: S. L. Birtchnell, 1865). 

Commonwealth of Australia, Year Book 1901-1913, (Melbourne: Commonwealth 
Bureau of Census and Statistics, 1914). 

Cooper, John B., The History of Prahran: From Its First Settlement to a City (Prahran: 
City of Prahran, 1912). 

Davies, Samuel Thomas, (ed.) Odd Fellowship: Its History, Constitution, Principles and 
Finances (Witham, United Kingdom: Manchester Unity Independent Order of 
Oddfellows, 1858). 

Defoe, Daniel, and Henry Morley. The Earlier Life and the Chief Earlier Works of 
Daniel Defoe (Carisbrooke Library. London: Routledge, 1889). 

Hardy, George F., Messenger Prize Essay on Friendly Societies. London: Institute of 
Actuaries (United Kingdom), 1886. 

Knight, J. G., Narrative of the Visit of His Royal Highness, the Duke of Edinburgh to the 
Colony of Victoria, Australia (Melbourne: Mason, Firth & Co., 1868). 

Landis, Abb. Friendly Societies and Fraternal Orders (Winchester, Tennessee: Self-
published, 1901). 

Laughton, Alexander Millar, Victorian Friendly Societies' Experience, 1903-1907: 
Methods Employed in Investigation of Experience, Rates of Sickness, Mortality 
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and Secession and Monetary Tables Based on Experience (Melbourne: 
Victorian Government Printer, 1912). 

Le Plastrier, Francis, Short History of Court Perseverance, 2727 of the Ancient Order 
of Foresters of the United Melbourne District (Melbourne: Self-published, 
1892). 

Mackay, George, History of Bendigo (Melbourne: Fergusson & Mitchell, 1891). 

Melbourne Union Benefit Society, Articles and Rules for the Regulation of the 
Melbourne Union Benefit Society, 1839. 

Smith, James, The Cyclopedia of Victoria: An Historical and Commercial Review, 
Descriptive and Biographical Facts, Figures and Illustrations, an Epitome of 
Progress (Melbourne: Cyclopedia Company, 1903), 3 volumes. 

Sutherland, Alexander, Victoria and Its Metropolis: Past and Present (Melbourne: 
McCarron, Bird, 1888), 2 volumes. 

Turner, Henry Gyles, A History of the Colony of Victoria from Its Discovery to Its 
Absorption into the Commonwealth of Australia (London; New York: 
Longmans, Green, and Co., 1904).  

Victoria, Victorian Government Gazette, 1870, 1871, 1886. 

Victoria, Victorian Year Book, 1873, 1908/9, 1920/21. 

Wilkinson, John Frome, Mutual Thrift (London: Methuen, 1891). 

Witton, George, Scapegoats of the Empire: The Story of the Bushveldt Carbineers, 2nd 
ed. (Melbourne: D. W. Paterson, 1907). 

 

Contemporary Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century Newspapers and 
Journals  

 

• Advance Australia       1897-1920 
• Advertiser (Adelaide)       1933 
• Advocate        1896 
• Age         1855-1920 
• Argus         1846-1920 
• Australasian (Melbourne)      1888-1914 
• Australian (Sydney)       1839 
• Australian Medical Journal      1861-1913 
• Australian News for Home Readers, (Melbourne)   1866 
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• Bairnsdale Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo Chronicle  1914 
• Ballarat Advertiser       1910 
• Ballarat Courier       1873 
• Ballarat Star        1917 
• Barrier Mail        1915 
• Benalla Standard       1918 
• Bendigo Advertiser       1855-1915 
• Bendigo Independent       1896-1901 
• Bendigonian        1915-1916 
• British Medical Journal      1896 
• Brunswick and Coburg Leader     1914 
• Coburg Leader        1905 
• Daily Post (Hobart)       1915 
• Fitzroy City Press       1899 
• Geelong Advertiser       1849-1918 
• Geelong Advocate and Squatters Advocate    1846 
• Gippsland Times       1873-1918 
• Goulburn Herald and Chronicle (NSW)    1871 
• Hobart Town Gazette and Southern Reporter    1816 
• Illustrated Australian News, (Melbourne)    1879 
• Illustrated Australian News for Home Readers, (Melbourne)  1875 
• Illustrated London News      1852 
• Independent (Footscray, Vic.)      1901 
• Kyneton Guardian       1915 
• Leader (Melbourne)       1868-1914 
• Maitland Daily Mail       1915 
• Maryborough and Dunolly Advertiser     1914 
• Melbourne Courier Weekly      1845 
• Melbourne Punch       1875-1914 
• Moorabbin News       1916 
• News (Adelaide)       1923 
• Portland Observer and Normanby Advertiser    1918 
• Port Phillip Gazette       1839-1846 
• Port Phillip Patriot and Melbourne Advertiser   1839-1846 
• Queenscliff Sentinel, Drysdale, Portarlington  

and Sorrento Advertiser       1890-1915 
• Riverine Herald (Echuca, Vic.)      1914 
• Star (Ballarat)        1857-1861 
• South Australian Register      1891 
• Sydney Morning Herald      1915 
• The Friendly Societies Journal, (London)    1855 
• The Oddfellow (GUOFF Sydney)     1918  
• The Rechabite and Temperance News, (Melbourne)   1906-1914 
• The Register (Adelaide)      1913-1916 
• The Telegraph (Brisbane)      1915 
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• The Times (London)       1915 
• Walhalla Chronicle and Moondarra Advertiser   1914 
• Wangaratta Chronicle       1915 
• Weekly Times, (Melbourne)      1914-1918 
• West Australian (Perth)      1915 
• Williamstown Advertiser      1918 
• Yackandandah Times       190 

SECONDARY SOURCES 
 

Friendly Societies’ Histories 

 

Ancient Order of Foresters, Foresters Friendly Society 150 Years: August 1834-
August 1984, a Brief Historical Survey (Melbourne: Ancient Order of 
Foresters in Victoria, 1984). 

Blainey, Geoffrey, Odd Fellows: A History of IOOF Australia (Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 
1991). 

Fisk, Audrey, The Ancient Order of Foresters: Its Evolution 1834-2000 (Southampton: 
Foresters Heritage Trust, 2002).  

Fitzpatrick, Brian, Australian Natives' Association, 1871-1961: A History of A.N.A. 
Since Founded 90 Years Ago (Melbourne: Australian Natives' Association, 
1961). 

Howard, John Wallace, The First Thirty Years Rise and Progress of the Hibernian 
Australasian Catholic Benefit Society (Melbourne: J W Howard, 1896). 

Independent Order of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity, 100 Years of Achievement and 
Friendly Service (Sydney: Australian Medical Publishing, 1940). 

James, Bob, Secret Handshakes and Health Care in Australia (Sydney, N.S.W.: Bob 
James and Grand United Order of Oddfellows Friendly Society of N.S.W, 
1998). 

McDermott, Alex, Of No Personal Influence, (South Melbourne: Australian Unity, 
2015), predominantly ANA and Manchester Unity. 

Melbourne German Sick and Relief Society, 100 Years Melbourne German Sick & 
Relief Society (Melbourne: Melbourne German Sick and Relief Society, 1962). 

Menadue, John E., A Centenary History of the Australian Natives' Association 1871-
1971 (Melbourne: Horticultural Press, 1971). 



319 

 

Ross, John Howlett, A History of the Manchester Unity Independent Order of 
Oddfellows Friendly Society in Victoria, 1840-1910 (Melbourne: Board of 
Directors, 1911). 

Smedley, W. J. and H. J. Ridley, (eds.), 100 Grand United Years: Centenary of the 
Grand United Order of Oddfellows Friendly Society (Sydney: Ziegler Gotham 
Publications, 1948). 

Stevenson, Brian F., Stand Fast Together: A History of the Protestant Alliance Friendly 
Society of Victoria (Brisbane: Boolarong Press with the Protestant Alliance 
Fraternal Society, 1996). 

Watt, C. I., and W. L. Walmsley, A History of the Manchester Unity Independent Order 
of Oddfellows in Victoria Friendly Society 1840-1971 (Melbourne: G.M. and 
Board of Directory, 1972). 

Weinbren, Daniel, The Oddfellows 1810-2010 (Lancaster, UK: Carnegie Publishing, 
2010). 

Williams, Ian, Melbourne Total Abstinence Society: The Temperance Movement in 
Victoria (Melbourne: Melbourne Total Abstinence Society Ltd, 2017). 

Wynd, Ian, Geelong United Friendly Societies' Dispensary Centenary (Geelong: 
Geelong United Friendly Societies' Dispensary Friendly Society, 1998). 

 

Theses 

 

Aveling, Marian, ‘A History of the Australian Natives Association 1871-1900’, PhD 
Thesis, Monash University, 1970. Now, Marian Quartly. 

Kinloch, Helen W., ‘Ballarat and its Benevolent Asylum: A Nineteenth-Century 
Model of Christian Duty, Civic Progress and Social Reform’, PhD Thesis, 
University of Ballarat, 2004. 

Marmion, Robert J., ‘Gibraltar of the South Defending Victoria: An Analysis of 
Colonial Defence in Victoria, Australia, 1851–1901’, PhD Thesis, University 
of Melbourne, 2009. 

Mitchell, Ann M, ‘Temperance and the Liquor Question in Later Nineteenth Century 
Victoria’, MA Thesis, University of Melbourne, 1966. 

Renfree, Nancy Swinburne, ‘Migrants and Cultural Transference: English Friendly 
Societies in a Victorian Goldfield Town’, PhD Thesis, La Trobe University, 
1983. 



320 

 

Sweeney, Mary Denise, ‘The Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society - 
Brisbane Branches 1879-1906: A Heritage Study’, PhD Thesis, University of 
Queensland, 2005. 

Wehner, Volkhard, ‘The German-Speaking Community of Victoria Between 1850 
and 1930: Origin, Progress and Decline’, PhD Thesis, University of 
Melbourne, 2017. 

 

Journal Articles and Scholarly Papers 

 

Collins, Yolande, and Sandra Kippen, ‘A social disease with medical aspects: Miners' 
phthsis and the politics of occupational health in Bendigo, 1880s-1910’, 
Journal of Australasian Mining History, 6 (2008): 70-89. 

Cordery, Simon, ‘Friendly societies and the discourse of respectability in Britain, 
1825-1875’ in Journal of British Studies, 34,1 (1995), 35-58. 

Cordery, Simon ‘Mutualism, friendly societies, and the genesis of railway trade 
unions’, Labour History Review, 67, 3 (2002): 263-79. 

Cryle, Mark. ‘Scapegoat of the empire: George Witton and the Breaker Morant 
affair’, in Fryer Folios, 3, 1 (2008-9). 

Davies, Stephen. ‘Two conceptions of welfare: Voluntarism and 
incorporationism’, Social Philosophy & Policy 14, 2 (1997). 

Downing, Arthur, ‘The friendly planet: 'Oddfellows', networks, and the 'British 
World' C.1840-1914’, Journal of Global History 7, 3 (2012): 389-414. 

Downing, Arthur. ‘Social capital in decline: Friendly societies in Australia, 1850-
1914’, Discussion Papers in Economic and Social History (Oxford: University 
of Oxford, 2012). 

Edmonds, Richard, ‘A statistical account of the parish of Madron, Containing the 
borough of Penzance, in Cornwall’, Journal of the Statistical Society of 
London 2, 4 (1839): 198-233. 

Finlayson, Geoffrey B. A. M., ‘A moving frontier: Voluntarism and the State in British 
social welfare 1911-1949’, Twentieth Century British History 1, 2 (1990): 
183-206. 

Gillespie, James, ‘Medical markets and Australian medical politics, 1920-45’, Labour 
History, 54 (1988): 30-46. 



321 

 

Gorsky, Martin, ‘Mutual aid and civil society: Friendly societies in nineteenth-
century Bristol’, Urban History, 25, 3 (1998): 302-22. 

Gorsky, ‘The growth and distribution of English friendly societies in the early 
nineteenth century’, The Economic History Review, 3 (1998): 489. 

Green, David, ‘Primary medical care and the friendly societies in 19th and early 
20th century Victoria’, Journal of the Royal Australian Historical Society, 69, 
4 (1984). 

Green, David G., ‘The 1918 strike of the medical profession against the friendly 
societies in Victoria’, Labour History, 46 (1984): 72-87. 

Ismay, Penelope, ‘, ‘Between providence and risk: Odd fellows, benevolence and the 
social limits of actuarial science, 1820-1880s’, Past and Present, 226 (2015): 
115-147. 

James, Bob, ‘Mateship and secret societies in Australia', Labour History, 90 (2006): 
221-22. 

Lipton, Martina, ‘Tactical agency in war work: "Anzac Ada" Reeve, the soldiers' 
friend’, Popular Entertainment Studies, 3, 1 (2012): 7-23. 

Murphy, John, ‘The other welfare state: Non-government agencies and the mixed 
economy of welfare in Australia’, History Australia (2006). 

Nan Lin, ‘Social networks and status attainment’, Annual Review of Sociology, 25 
(1999): 467-87. 

Nichol, W., ‘Medicine and the labour movement in New South Wales, 1788-
1850’, Labour History, 49 (1985): 19-37. 

Penrose, Beris, ‘The State and gold miners’ health in Victoria, 1870-1910’, Labour 
History, 101 (2011): 35-52. 

Putnam, Robert D., ‘Bowling alone: America's declining social capital’, Journal of 
Democracy, 6, 1 (1995): 65-78. 

Ramsay, Allison O. ‘The roots/routes of the Ancient Order of Foresters in the 
Caribbean with special emphasis on Barbados’, online journal, History in 
Action, 2, 1 (2011). 

Renfree, Nancy, ‘Friendly societies: An unexpected source of history on Italian-
speaking pioneers’, Italian Historical Society Journal 9, 2 (2001). 

Rostila, Mikael, ‘The facets of social capital’, Journal for the Theory of Social 
Behaviour,’ 41, 3 (2010): 308-26. 



322 

 

Rusnock, Andrea A., and Vivien E. Dietz, ‘Defining women's health and work: 
Female friendly societies in England, 1780-1830’, Journal of Women's 
History 24, 1 (2012): 60-85. 

Shaoqing, Cai, ‘From mutual aid to public interest: Chinese secret societies in 
Australia’, in Couchman, Sophie, John Fitzgerald and Paul Macgregor (eds.) 
Otherland Literary Journal, (2004). 

Smith, Justin Davis, and Melanie Oppenheimer, ‘The labour movement and 
voluntary action in the UK and Australia: a comparative perspective’, Labour 
History, 88 (2005): 105-20. 

Tonts, Matthew, ‘Competitive sport and social capital in rural Australia’, Journal of 
Rural Studies, 21 (2005): 137-49. 

Twomey, Christina and Andrew May, ‘Australian responses to the Indian famine, 
1876-78: Sympathy, photography and the British Empire’, Australian 
Historical Studies, 43, 2 (2012): 233-52. 

Weinbren, Daniel, and Bob James, ‘Getting a grip: The roles of friendly societies in 
Australia and Britain reappraised’, Labour History, 88, (2005): 87-103. 

Weinbren, Daniel, ‘Beneath the all-seeing eye: Fraternal order and friendly 
societies' banners in nineteenth and twentieth-century Britain’, Cultural and 
Social History, 3 (2006): 167-91. 

Weinbren, Daniel, ‘The good Samaritan: Friendly societies and the gift economy’, 
Social History, 31, 3, (2006). 

Weinbren, Daniel (ed.) ‘Friendly Societies Research Group Newsletter’ (Milton 
Keynes: Open University, Friendly Societies Research Group, 1999-2010). 

Weinbren, Daniel, ‘Supporting self-help: Charity, mutuality, reciprocity in 
nineteenth-century Britain’, in Harris, Paul and Bernard Brigden (eds.), 
Charity and Mutual Aid in Europe and North America since 1800, (New York; 
London: Routledge, 2007). 

Weitzel, R L, ‘Pacifists and anti-militarists in New Zealand, 1909-1914, New Zealand 
Journal of History, 7, 2 (1973): 128-47. 

 

Secondary Source Texts 

 

Archer, Robin, Joy Damousi, Murray Goot and Sean Scalmer, (eds.), 
The Conscription Conflict and the Great War (Clayton, Victoria: Monash 
University Press, 2016). 



323 

 

Atkinson, Alan, The Europeans in Australia, Volume Two: Democracy (Sydney: UNSW 
Press, 2016). 

Atkinson, Alan, The Europeans in Australia, Volume Two: Nation (Sydney: UNSW Press, 
2014). 

Baragwanath, Pam, and Ken James, These Walls Speak Volumes: A History of 
Mechanics' Institutes in Victoria (Melbourne: Mechanics' Institutes of 
Victoria, 2015). 

Bashford, Alison, and Stuart Macintyre, The Cambridge History of 
Australia (Cambridge; Port Melbourne, Vic.: Cambridge University Press, 
2013). 

Beaumont, Joan, Broken Nation: Australians in the Great War (Crow’s Nest, N.S.W.: 
Allen & Unwin, 2013). 

Beckett, Ian F., (ed.) Citizen Soldiers and the British Empire 1837-1902 (London: 
Pickering & Chatto, 2012). 

Behan, Pamela, ‘Australia’ in Pamela Behan, (ed.), Solving the Health Care Problem: 
How Other Nations Succeeded and Why the United States Has Not (Albany, 
New York: State University of New York Press, 2006).  

Beito, David T., From Mutual Aid to the Welfare State: Fraternal Societies and Social 
Services, 1890-1967 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2000). 

Blainey, Geoffrey, A History of the A.M.P. 1848-1998 (St Leonards, N.S.W.: Allen & 
Unwin, 1999). 

Blainey, Geoffrey, A History of Victoria (Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 
2006). 

Blainey, Geoffrey, Our Side of the Country: The Story of Victoria (North Ryde, N.S.W.: 
Methuen Haynes, 1984). 

Blocker, Jack S., (ed.), Alcohol, Reform, and Society: The Liquor Issue in Social Context 
(Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1979). 

Bourdieu, Pierre, The Social Structures of the Economy (Cambridge, UK; Malden, MA: 
Polity, 2005). 

Bourdieu, Pierre, ‘The forms of capital’ in John G Richardson (ed.) Handbook of 
Theory and Research for the Sociology of Education (New York: Greenwood 
Press, 1986). 

Bridgen, Paul, and Bernard Harris, (eds.) Charity and Mutual Aid in Europe and 
North America since 1800 (New York; London: Routledge, 2007). 



324 

 

Broome, Richard, Arriving: The Victorians (McMahons Point, N.S.W.: Fairfax, Syme & 
Weldon Associates, 1984). 

Brown-May, Andrew, Melbourne Street Life: The Itinerary of Our Days (Kew, Vic.: 
Australian Scholarly Publishing, 1998). 

Butler, Graham, Walhalla Heritage Review (Melbourne: Graham Butler & Associates, 
2013). 

Butlin Noel, Jules Ginswick and Pamela Statham, ‘The economy before 1850’, in 
Australians: Historical Statistics (Broadway, N.S.W.: Fairfax, Syme & Weldon 
Associates, 1987). 

Campbell, J. B., Australian Militia Force Structure, The Rifle Club Movement: A Distinct 
Factor in the Defence Problem (Melbourne: Metropolitan Rifle Clubs 
Association, 1909). 

Cannon, Michael, The Land Boomers (Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 
1966). 

Cannon, Michael, The Land Boomers: The Complete Illustrated History. Rev. ed. 
(Carlton, Vic.: Melbourne University Press, 1995). 

Castles, Francis G., The Working Class and Welfare: Reflections on the Political 
Development of the Welfare State in Australia and New Zealand, 1890-1980 
(Wellington, N.Z.; Sydney: Allen & Unwin in association with Port Nicholson 
Press, 1985). 

Castles, Francis G., and Universität Bremen, The Oxford Handbook of the Welfare 
State (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010). 

Clawson, Mary Ann, Constructing Brotherhood: Class, Gender, and Fraternalism 
(Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1989). 

Connell, R. W. and T. H. Irving, Class Structure in Australian History: Documents, 
narrative and argument (Melbourne: Longman Cheshire, 1980). 

Connor, John, Peter Stanley and Peter Yule, The War at Home (South Melbourne, 
Vic.: Oxford University Press, 2015). 

Cordery, Simon, British Friendly Societies 1750-1914 (Basingstoke: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2003). 

Cossins, Annie, Female Criminality: Infanticide, Moral Panics and the Female Body 
(Basingstoke, UK.: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015). 

Cox, Alfred, Among the Doctors (London: C. Johnson, 1950). 



325 

 

Cronin, Kathryn, Colonial Casualties: Chinese in Early Victoria (Melbourne: 
Melbourne University Press, 1982). 

Cross, Máire, Gender and Fraternal Orders in Europe, 1300-2000 (Basingstoke: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2010). 

Cusack, Frank, and German Heritage Society Bendigo, Bendigo, the German Chapter 
(Bendigo, Vic.: German Heritage Society, 1998). 

De Serville, Paul. Port Phillip Gentlemen: And Good Society in Melbourne Before the 
Gold Rushes Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 1980). 

Deakin Alfred, ‘And Be One People’: Alfred Deakin’s Federal Story (Melbourne: 
Melbourne University Press, 1995). 

Deakin, Alfred, The Federal Story (Melbourne: Robertson & Mullens, 1994). 

Dennis, Peter, The Oxford Companion to Australian Military History (Melbourne: 
Oxford University Press, 1995). 

Dennis, Richard, ‘Urbanising experiences’ in Martin Hewitt, (ed.) The Victorian 
World (Oxford: Routledge, 2012). 

Dennis, Victoria Solt, Discovering Friendly and Fraternal Societies: Their Badges and 
Regalia (Princes Risborough, UK: Shire Publications, 2005). 

Dickey, Brian, No Charity There: A Short History of Social Welfare in Australia (West 
Melbourne, Vic.: Nelson, 1980). 

Dingle, A. E., Settling: The Victorians (McMahons Point, N.S.W.: Fairfax, Syme & 
Weldon Associates, 1984). 

Dyason, Diana, ‘Medical profession in colonial Victoria, 1834–1901’, in Roy Macleod 
and Milton Lewis, (eds.), Disease, Medicine, Empire: Perspectives on Western 
Medicine and the Experience of European Expansion (London: Routledge, 
1988). 

Dyrenfurth, Nick, Mateship: A Very Australian History (Melbourne: Scribe 
Publications, 2015). 

Egan, Ted, The Paperboy's War (Balmain, N.S.W.: Kerr Publishing, 1993). 

Finn, Edmund; Michael Cannon, and Neil Swift, (eds.) The Chronicles of Early 
Melbourne, 1835 to 1852: Historical Anecdotal and Personal (Melbourne: 
Heritage Publications, 1976, Centennial ed.). 

Fisk, Audrey. Female Foresters: A Century of Landmarks (Southampton: Foresters 
Heritage Trust, 1992). 



326 

 

Fitzgerald, John, Big White Lie: Chinese Australians in White Australia (Sydney: 
UNSW Press, 2007). 

Fox-Davies, Arthur Charles, Armorial Families: A Directory of Gentlemen of Coat-
Armour, 7th ed. (London: Hurst & Blackett, 1929), 2 volumes. 

Fuller, Margaret D., West Country Friendly Societies: An Account of Village Benefit 
Clubs and Their Brass Pole Heads (Lingfield, Surrey: Oakwood Press for the 
University of Reading, 1964). 

Gillespie, J. A., The Price of Health: Australian Governments and Medical Politics 
1910-1960 (Cambridge; Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 2002). 

Goldman, Lazarus Morris, The Jews in Victoria in the Nineteenth Century 
(Melbourne: L.M. Goldman, 1954). 

Goodman, David, Gold Seeking: Victoria and California in the 1850s (Stanford: 
Stanford University Press, 1994). 

Gordon Marsden, Victorian Values: Personalities and Perspectives in Nineteenth-
Century Society, 2nd ed. (London: Addison Wesley Longman, 1998). 

Gorman, John, Banner Bright: An Illustrated History of Trade Union Banners, new ed. 
(Buckhurst Hill, Essex: Scorpion Publishing, 1986). 

Gosden, Peter H. J. H. Self-Help: Voluntary Associations in the 19th Century (London: 
Batsford, 1973). 

Gosden, Peter H. J. H., The Friendly Societies in England, 1815-1875 (Manchester, 
Eng.: University Press, 1961). 

Gothard, Janice, Blue China: Single Female Migration to Colonial Australia (Carlton 
South, Vic.: Melbourne University Press, 2001). 

Grattan, Michelle. Australian Prime Ministers, (Chatswood, NSW: New Holland, 
2000). 

Green, David G., and Lawrence G. Cromwell. Mutual Aid or Welfare State: Australia's 
Friendly Societies (Sydney: George Allen & Unwin, 1984). 

Gregory, Alan, The Ever-Open Door: A History of the Royal Melbourne Hospital 1848-
1998 (South Melbourne: Hyland House, 1998). 

Griffin, Emma, ‘Patterns of industrialisation’ in Martin Hewitt, (ed.) The Victorian 
World (Oxford: Routledge, 2012). 

Griffin, Graeme M., and Des Tobin, In the Midst of Life: The Australian Response to 
Death (Carlton, Vic.: Melbourne University Press, 1982). 



327 

 

Grimshaw, Patricia. Creating a Nation (Ringwood, Vic.: McPhee Gribble, 1994). 

Guy, Josephine M., The Victorian Age: An Anthology of Sources and Documents 
(London: Routledge, 2002). 

Haberman, Steven and Trevor A. Sibbett, (eds.), History of Actuarial Science 
(London: W. Pickering & Chatto, 1995). 

Haines, Gregory, A History of Pharmacy in Victoria (Melbourne: Australian 
Pharmaceutical Publishing Co., in association with the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Australia (Victorian Branch), 1994). 

Harrison, Brian, Drink and the Victorians: The Temperance Question in England 
1815-1872 (Keele: Keele University Press, 1994). 

Headon, David and John Uhr (eds.), Eureka: Australia’s greatest story (Annandale, 
NSW: The Federation Press, 2015). 

Hewitt, Martin, (ed.) The Victorian World (Oxford: Routledge, 2012). 

Hill, Barry, The Enduring Rip: A History of Queenscliffe (Carlton, Vic.: Melbourne 
University Press, 2004). 

Hirst, J. B., The World of Albert Facey (Sydney: The History Institute of Victoria in 
association with Allen & Unwin, 1992). 

Hitchings, Bill, Grand Dreams and Grand Men: The Intriguing Story of the Manchester 
Unity Building (Melbourne: Caribou Publications, 1988). 

Hobsbawm, E. J., and T. O. Ranger, The Invention of Tradition (Cambridge 
Cambridgeshire; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1983). 

Inglis, K. S., Australian Colonists: An Exploration of Social History 1788-1870 (Carlton, 
Vic.: Melbourne University Press, 1993). 

Jalland, Pat, Australian Ways of Death: A Social and Cultural History 1840-1918 
(South Melbourne, Vic.: Oxford University Press, 2002). 

Jalland, Pat, Changing Ways of Death in Twentieth-Century Australia: War, Medicine 
and the Funeral Business (Sydney: UNSW Press, 2006). 

Jalland, Pat, Death in the Victorian Family (Oxford; New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1996). 

James, Bob, Craft, Trade or Mystery? Part One – Britain from gothic Cathedrals to the 
Tolpuddle Conspirators (Newcastle, N.S.W.: B. James, 2002). 



328 

 

James, Bob, Squandering Social Capital: Trade Unions, Freemasons, and Friendly 
Societies in Australia (Newcastle, N.S.W.: B. James, 2003). 

James, Bob, They Call Each Brother, The Strange, Slow Death of Mateship in Australia 
1788 – 2010, The Authentic History (Tighes Hill, N.S.W.: B. James, 2010). 

James, Gwynydd Francis and Charles Gordon Lee, Walhalla Heyday (Walhalla, Vic.: 
Graham Productions, 1975). 

Jones, Michael, The Australian Welfare State (Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 1980). 

Kiddle, Margaret, Men of Yesterday: A Social History of the Western District of 
Victoria, 1834-1890 (Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 1962, revised 
edition). 

Kilday Anne-Marie, A History of Infanticide in Britain, c. 1600 to the Present 
(Basingstoke, UK.: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013). 

Kilpatrick, Sue, and Joan Abbott-Chapman, ‘Community efficacy and social capital’, 
in Osborne, Michael, Kate Sankey and Bruce Wilson, (eds.), Social Capital, 
Lifelong Learning and the Management of Place (Oxford: Routledge, 2007). 

Kirkby, Diane, Tanja Luckins and Chris McConville, The Australian Pub (Sydney: 
UNSW Press, 2010), p. 7. 

Kuhnle, Stein and Anne Sander, ‘The emergence of the Western welfare state’ in 
Francis G. Castles, The Oxford Handbook of the Welfare State (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2010). 

Larsson, Marissa, Shattered Anzacs: Living with the Scars of war, (Sydney: UNSW 
Press, 2009). 

La Nauze, J.A., Alfred Deakin (Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 1965). 

Lin, Nan, Ronald S. Burt, and Karen S. Cook. Social Capital: Theory and Research 
(New York: Aldine de Gruyter, 2001). 

Macintyre, Stuart and Sean Scalmer, ‘Colonial states and civil society, 1860-90’ in 
Bashford, Alison, and Stuart Macintyre, (eds.), The Cambridge History of 
Australia (Cambridge; Port Melbourne, Vic.: Cambridge University Press, 
2013). 

Mark Lyons. Third Sector: The Contribution of Non-profit and Cooperative Enterprise 
in Australia (St Leonards, N.S.W.: Allen & Unwin, 2001). 

Marmion, Robert, ‘Australia’ in Beckett, Ian F., (ed.), Citizen Soldiers and the British 
Empire 1837-1902 (London: Pickering & Chatto, 2012). 



329 

 

Martin, John E., Honouring the Contract (Wellington, N.Z.: Victoria University Press, 
2010). 

McCalman, Janet, Struggletown, Public and Private Life in Richmond, 1900-1965 
(Carlton, Vic.: Melbourne University Press, 1984). 

McKernan, Michael, Victoria at War 1914-1918 (Sydney: New South Publishing, 
2014). 

Merritt, John, The Making of the AWU (Melbourne: New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1986). 

Meyer, Charles, A History of Germans in Australia 1839-1945: A Useful and Valuable 
Description of People (Caulfield East, Vic.: Monash University, 1990). 

Morgan, Simon, A Victorian Woman's Place: Public Culture in the Nineteenth Century 
(New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007). 

Murdoch, Walter, Alfred Deakin: A Sketch (London: Constable & Co, 1923). 

Murphy, John, A Decent Provision: Australia Welfare Policy, 1870 to 1949 (Farnham, 
Surrey: Ashgate, 2011). 

Niall, Brenda, and John Thompson, The Oxford Book of Australian Letters 
(Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 1998). 

Nicholls, James, The Politics of Alcohol: A History of the Drink Question in England 
(Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2009). 

O'Leary, Paul, Claiming the Streets: Processions and Urban Culture in South Wales 
c.1830-1880 (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2012). 

O'Neill, Julie, In the Club: Female Friendly Societies in Nottinghamshire (United 
Kingdom: Trent Valley History Group, 2011). 

Oppenheimer, Melanie, Volunteering: Why We Can’t Survive Without It (Sydney: 
UNSW Press, 2008). 

Oppenheimer, Melanie, and Jeni Warburton (eds.), Volunteering in Australia 
(Annandale, N.S.W.: Federation Press, 2014). 

Palier, Bruno, ‘Continental western Europe’ in Francis G. Castles, (ed.), The Oxford 
Handbook of the Welfare State (Oxford Handbooks. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2010). 

Pargeter, Judith, For God, Home and Humanity: National Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union of Australia Centenary History 1891-1991 (Golden Grove, 
S.A.: National Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of Australia, 1995). 



330 

 

Parry, Noel, and José Parry, The Rise of the Medical Profession: A Study of Collective 
Social Mobility (London: Croom Helm, 1976). 

Paull, Raymond, Old Walhalla: Portrait of a Gold Town (Melbourne: Melbourne 
University Press, 1967). 

Pensabene, Tony S., The Rise of the Medical Practitioner in Victoria (Canberra: 
Australian National University, 1980). 

Poynter, John Riddoch, English Ideas on Poor Relief 1795-1834 (Carlton, Vic.: 
Melbourne University Press, 1969). 

Porter, Hal, Bairnsdale: Portrait of an Australian Country Town (St. Ives, N.S.W.: John 
Ferguson, 1977). 

Priestley, Susan, Making Their Mark: The Victorians (McMahons Point, N.S.W.: 
Fairfax, Syme & Weldon Associates, 1984). 

Putnam Robert D., Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community 
(New York: Simon & Schuster, 2000). 

Putnam, Robert D., Robert Leonardi, and Raffaella Nanetti. Making Democracy 
Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University 
Press, 1993). 

Rees, William H., One Hundred Years 1838-1938 Ballaarat (Ballarat, Vic.: Centenary 
Organising Committee, Ballarat, 1938). 

Reeves, Debra, Liquor, Temperance and Legislation: The Origins of Six O’clock Closing 
in Victoria During WW1 (Melbourne: Parliamentary Library & Information 
Service, Research Paper, 2016). 

Reiger, Kerreen, The Disenchantment of the Home: Modernizing the Australian 
Family, 1880-1940 (Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 1985). 

Reynolds, John, Edmund Barton (Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1948). 

Richards, Eric, The genesis of international mass migration: The British case, 1750-
1900 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2018). 

Riley, James C., Sick, Not Dead: The Health of British Workingmen During the 
Mortality Decline (Baltimore, Md: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1997). 

Riley, James C., Sickness, Recovery, and Death: A History and Forecast of Ill Health. 1st 
ed. (Iowa City: University of Iowa Press, 1989). 

Selby, Isaac, The Old Pioneers' Memorial History of Melbourne (Melbourne: The Old 
Pioneers' Memorial Fund, 1924). 



331 

 

Serle, Geoffrey, The Golden Age: A History of the Colony of Victoria, 1851-1861 
(Carlton, Vic.: Melbourne University Press, 1963). 

Serle, Geoffrey, The Rush to Be Rich (Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 1971). 
 
Shaw, A. G. L., A History of the Port Phillip District: Victoria before Separation 

(Carlton, Vic.: Melbourne University Press, 1996). 
 

Shiman, Lilian Lewis, Crusade Against Drink in Victorian England (Houndmills, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire: Macmillan, 1988). 

Thomson, David, A World Without Welfare: New Zealand's Colonial Experiment 
(Auckland N.Z.: Auckland University Press with Bridget Williams Books, 
1998). 

Tipping, Marjorie, Convicts Unbound: The Story of the Calcutta Convicts and Their 
Settlement in Australia (South Yarra, Vic.: Viking O'Neil, 1988). 

Travers, Robert, Australian Mandarin: The Life and Times of Quong Tart (Kenthurst 
N.S.W.: Kangaroo Press, 1981). 

Tyrell, Alex, ‘Voluntarism and self-help’ in Martin Hewitt, (ed.) The Victorian World 
(Oxford: Routledge, 2012). 

Vamplew, Wray, Australians: Historical Statistics (Broadway, N.S.W.: Fairfax, Syme & 
Weldon Associates, 1987). 

Ward, Russel, The Australian Legend, 2nd ed. (Melbourne; London; New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1966). 

Wehner, Volkhard, Heimat Melbourne: A History of the German-Speaking Community 
of Melbourne 1855-1865 (Hartwell, Vic.: V. Wehner, 2010). 

Wettenhall, Roland, From Sea and Soil (Elwood, Vic.: R. S. Wettenhall, 1985). 

White, Richard, Inventing Australia: Images and Identity 1688-1980 (Sydney: George 
Allen & Unwin, 1981). 

Winter, Ian C., Social Capital and Public Policy in Australia (Melbourne: Australian 
Institute of Family Studies, 2000). 

Wright, Clare, We are the rebels: the women and men who made Eureka (Melbourne, 
Vic.: Text Publishing, 2016). 

 

Online sources 

 



332 

 

Ancient Order of Foresters Heritage Trust, http://www.aoforestersheritage.com, 
English website. 

Anglican Church of Australia, http://anglicanhistory.org/, Project Canterbury, online 
resource for out of print Anglican Church histories. 

Australian Broadcasting Corporation, http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-
14/curious-melbourne-druid-house-history/10243302, Druids House. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics, population statistics, 
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/3105.0.65.001. 

Australian Electoral Commission, electoral history, 
https://www.aec.gov.au/elections/australian_electoral_history/reform.htm. 

Australian Friendly Societies Pharmacies Association, listing in 2018, 
http://afspa.com.au/victorian-locations/ 

Australian Government, 100 Years of Anzac, 
http://www.anzaccentenary.gov.au/news/over-christmas, website. 

Australian Government, Department of the Environment and Energy, Australian 
Heritage Database, http://www.environment.gov.au. 

Australian Medical Association, https://amavic.com.au/about-us/history, online 
history. 

Australian National Herbarium, https://www.anbg.gov.au/biography/, biographies. 

Australian National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/, Australian Dictionary of 
Biography, biographies and for occupational information; Obituaries Australia, 
http://oa.anu.edu.au/, obituaries and for occupational information; 
http://peopleaustralia.anu.edu.au/ ,consolidated version for all entries. 

Australian Prudential Regulation Authority, https://www.apra.gov.au/register-
friendly-societies, friendly societies in 2018. 

Australian War Memorial, online Encyclopedia, 
https://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/conscription/universal_service , 
universal military training, 
https://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/browse/gallery/185996 , Anzac Buffet 

Bendigo Anzac Centenary, http://pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/146856/20180827-
0000/www.anzaccentenarybendigo.com.au/Home.html , now cached, local 
stories. 

City of Kingston, http://localhistory.kingston.vic.gov.au/index2.htm, local friendly 
society events and World War One. 

City of Port Phillip, Heritage recognition program, 
https://heritage.portphillip.vic.gov.au/People_places/Heritage_recognition_pr
ogram. 

http://www.aoforestersheritage.com/
http://www.aoforestersheritage.com/
http://www.aoforestersheritage.com/
http://anglicanhistory.org/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-14/curious-melbourne-druid-house-history/10243302
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-14/curious-melbourne-druid-house-history/10243302
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/3105.0.65.001
https://www.aec.gov.au/elections/australian_electoral_history/reform.htm
http://afspa.com.au/victorian-locations/
http://www.anzaccentenary.gov.au/news/over-christmas
http://www.environment.gov.au/
https://amavic.com.au/about-us/history
https://www.anbg.gov.au/biography/
http://adb.anu.edu.au/
http://oa.anu.edu.au/
http://peopleaustralia.anu.edu.au/
https://www.apra.gov.au/register-friendly-societies
https://www.apra.gov.au/register-friendly-societies
https://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/conscription/universal_service
https://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/browse/gallery/185996
http://pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/146856/20180827-0000/www.anzaccentenarybendigo.com.au/Home.html
http://pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/146856/20180827-0000/www.anzaccentenarybendigo.com.au/Home.html
http://localhistory.kingston.vic.gov.au/index2.htm
https://heritage.portphillip.vic.gov.au/People_places/Heritage_recognition_program
https://heritage.portphillip.vic.gov.au/People_places/Heritage_recognition_program


333 

 

Community Care Chemist, https://communitycarechemist.com.au/our-team, UFS 
dispensaries. 

Encyclopedia of Australian Science, http://www.eoas.info/biogs/P004838b.htm , 
online version, medical biographies. 

Encyclopedia of Melbourne, http://www.emelbourne.net.au/, online version. 

Evatt Foundation, Evatt Journal, https://evatt.org.au/journal. 

Find & Connect, https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/, hospitals and asylums. 

Heritage Council of Victoria, http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/ , Victorian 
Heritage Database, friendly society buildings. 

House of Lords, Hansard, https://api.parliament.uk/historic-
hansard/lords/index.html. 

Monument Australia, http://monumentaustralia.org.au/, friendly society honour 
boards. 

Museum of Australian Democracy, https://www.foundingdocs.gov.au/, nation-
founding documents. 

National Archives of Australia, http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/fact-
sheets/fs160.aspx ,universal military training. 

National Library of Australia, https://www.nla.gov.au/, catalogue and Trove online 
documents. 

Reserve bank of Australia, Pre-Decimal Inflation Calculator, 
https://www.rba.gov.au/calculator/annualPreDecimal.html, converting pre-
decimal amounts to current dollars. 

Seppelt, https://www.seppelt.com.au/history, biographical information. 

Sigma Limited, https://sigmahealthcare.com.au/our-background/our-
story/chapter-1-pharmacy-in-victoria-and-the-origins-of-sigma/, history of 
pharmacy. 

South Melbourne Football Club, history, 
http://www.redandwhiteonline.com/wiki/index.php/Detailed_history . 

State Library of Victoria, https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/search-discover, catalogue and 
online manuscripts and graphics. 

UFS Dispensaries Ltd, https://www.ufs.com.au/about/history, Ballarat UFS 
dispensaries. 

University of Portsmouth, 
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10061325/cube/GENDER , UK 
population statistics. 

Victorian Places, http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/, Monash University and 
University of Queensland joint venture, Victorian towns gazetteer.  

https://communitycarechemist.com.au/our-team
http://www.eoas.info/biogs/P004838b.htm
http://www.emelbourne.net.au/
https://evatt.org.au/journal
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/
http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/
https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/lords/index.html
https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/lords/index.html
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/
https://www.foundingdocs.gov.au/
http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/fact-sheets/fs160.aspx
http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/fact-sheets/fs160.aspx
https://www.nla.gov.au/
https://www.rba.gov.au/calculator/annualPreDecimal.html
https://www.seppelt.com.au/history
https://sigmahealthcare.com.au/our-background/our-story/chapter-1-pharmacy-in-victoria-and-the-origins-of-sigma/
https://sigmahealthcare.com.au/our-background/our-story/chapter-1-pharmacy-in-victoria-and-the-origins-of-sigma/
http://www.redandwhiteonline.com/wiki/index.php/Detailed_history
https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/search-discover
https://www.ufs.com.au/about/history
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10061325/cube/GENDER
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/


334 

 

Whitehead, Graham J., Friendly Societies’ Carnival at Mentone, website, 
http://localhistory.kingston.vic.gov.au/htm/article/324.htm, City of Kingston. 

World Bank, http://go.worldbank.org/4CE7W046K0, civil society. 

 

Podcast 

 

Phillips, Keri, and Annabelle Quince. Free Gardeners, Odd Fellows and Druids: A 
History of Health Insurance in Australia (Australian Broadcasting Corporation, 
Radio RN/Rear Vision, 10 September 2006), active as at 23 October 2018, 
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/rearvision/free-gardeners-
odd-fellows-and-druids-a-history-of/3345540.

http://localhistory.kingston.vic.gov.au/htm/article/324.htm
http://go.worldbank.org/4CE7W046K0
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/rearvision/free-gardeners-odd-fellows-and-druids-a-history-of/3345540
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/rearvision/free-gardeners-odd-fellows-and-druids-a-history-of/3345540
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Appendix A – Listing of all registered friendly societies, 1847-1920. 

Appendix B – Registrations, by year, by affiliated friendly society, 1847-1920. 

Appendix C – Registrations, by decade, by affiliated friendly society, 1847-1920. 

Appendix D - Registrations, by decade, by affiliated friendly society, 1847-1920 – 
in pie graph format. 

The Registrar of Friendly Societies registered all friendly societies that sought the 
protections afforded under legislation. Not all friendly societies sought registration and 
consequently, the officers of unregistered societies were liable to be sued by members. 
All friendly societies were required to be registered after the Friendly Societies Act 1907 
was introduced. This thesis has only researched registered friendly societies. 

Appendix A is the first such listing available and is a product of this thesis research. It 
was compiled from the Registrar’s records now archived at the Public Record Office of 
Victoria. The Registrar allocated a file number to each registration – each branch of an 
affiliated society was required to register as if it was a standalone friendly society. The 
individual society’s records are all held under the PROV series VPRS 284, consignment 
numbers P0000, P0001 and P0002. A review of the listing highlighted that there are 
missing registration numbers. This is noticeable for the first 100 registrations. The 
missing numbers will usually have been allocated by the Registrar to building societies, 
and industrial and provident societies for which he was also responsible. In view of the 
mutual similarities, he initially used the one numbering system for all such entities. 

In the preparation of the listing, bureaucratic idiosyncrasies of reusing registration 
numbers of cancelled registrations sometimes caused confusion as did the practice of not 
documenting all the information. In some instances, the date of registration was 
uncertain, but the date of lodging registration documents was available and used in the 
listing. Place names used by the societies highlight many locations that are now long lost, 
especially the early gold settlements. A very useful gazetteer of these names is located at  
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/, a joint venture of Monash University and University of 
Queensland. 

The listing includes identification of faith-based, female and temperance societies as well 
as dividing societies. This was a huge undertaking and I apologise for any errors that may 
have occurred. 

Appendices B, C & D were all created from the information in Appendix A. They are 
useful when studying the growth of the individual societies. The reader may wish to 
create additional analyses for their own use. The 1860s and 1870s was the Rechabites 
busy period in percentage terms but the 1900s was numerically important. With 
Federation, it is not surprising to see the ANA growth in the 1880s and 1890s. 

 

http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/
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1847 MSFS 0001 Melbourne Sawyers' Friendly Society Melbourne 4/10/1847
1849 MOCS 0007 Melbourne Operative Cordwainers' Society Melbourne 8/10/1849
1851 UAOD 0014 United Ancient Order of Druids' Philanthropic Society Melbourne 6/1/1851
1853 GUOOF 0015 Melbourne District Grand United Order of Odd Fellows Melbourne 17/6/1853
1853 KBS 0018 Kyneton Benefit Society Kyneton 26/10/1853
1855 CPA 0029 Collingwood Provident Association Collingwood 24/11/1855
1857 UFBS 0037 United Firemens' Benefit Society Melbourne 1/5/1857
1857 MUIOOF 0039 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Melbourne 5/1/1857
1857 MUIOOF 0048 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Melbourne  5/9/1857
1857 MUIOOF 0049 Good Samaritan Lodge No 4522 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Collingwood 29/9/1857
1857 MUIOOF 0050 Loyal Melbourne Lodge No 4175 No 2 Branch Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Melbourne 2/11/1857
1857 MUIOOF 0051 Loyal Hope of Richmond No 4354 No 8 Branch Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Richmond 12/11/1857
1857 MUIOOF 0052 Bendigo District  Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Sandhurst 19/11/1857
1857 MUIOOF 0053 Loyal Gold Miners Pride Lodge No 4509 No 2 Branch Bendigo District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Sandhurst 30/12/1857
1858 MUIOOF 0054 Widows and Orphans Fund Bendigo District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Sandhurst 5/1/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0055 Loyal Bendigo Lodge No 4508 No 1 Branch Bendigo District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Sandhurst 22/1/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0056 Loyal Collingwood Lodge No 4497 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Collingwood 25/1/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0058 Loyal Rose of England Lodge No 4353 No 6 Branch Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Melbourne 1/2/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0059 Loyal Castlemaine Lodge No 4523 No 1 Branch Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Castlemaine 13/3/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0060 Loyal Australia Felix Lodge No 3688 No 1 Branch Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Melbourne 27/3/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0061 Loyal Rose of BrunswickLodge No 4548 No 19 Branch Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Brunswick 4/4/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0062 Corio District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Geelong 27/4/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0063 Loyal James Roe Lodge No 4547 No 3 Branch Bendigo District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Bendigo 27/4/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0065 Loyal Olive Branch Lodge No 4524 No 16 Branch Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF  St Kilda 14/5/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0066 Widows & Orphan Fund Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Melbourne 20/5/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0067 Loyal Victoria Lodge No 4286 No 4 Branch Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Melbourne 7/6/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0068 Loyal Chewton Lodge No 4552 No 23 Branch Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Forest Creek 19/6/1858
1858 AOF 0069 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Melbourne 2/7/1858
1858 VSFS 0071 Victoria Shipwrights' Friendly Society Williamstown 25/8/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0072 Prince Albert Lodge No 4287 No 1 Branch Port Fairy District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Belfast 30/7/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0073 Loyal Geelong Lodge No 4257 No 1 Branch Corio District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Geelong 30/7/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0076 Loyal Southern Star Lodge No 4499 No 2 Branch Corio District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Geelong 26/8/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0077 Loyal Good Intenet Lodge No 4498 No 11 Branch Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Prahran 10/9/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0078 Loyal Britannia Lodge No 4386 No 7 Branch Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF  Melbourne 13/9/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0079 Loyal Emerald Hill Lodge No 4549 No 20 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Emerald Hill 29/9/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0081 Loyal Ballaarat Lodge No 2 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Ballaarat 19/10/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0083 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Castlemaine 19/11/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0084 Loyal Maldon Lodge No 4689 No 4 Branch Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Maldon 30/11/1858
1858 MUIOOF 0085 Loyal Alliance Lodge No 4551 No 22 Branch Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Melbourne 17/12/1858
1858 AOF 0915 Court Hope of Portland No 2831 United Portland District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Portland 11/12/1858
1859 MUIOOF 0089 Port Fairy District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Belfast 22/3/1859
1859 MUIOOF 0090 Loyal Cornucopia Lodge No 4690 No 26 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Bridge Inn, Plenty Road 31/3/1859
1859 CCMPSV 0092 Cooks and Confectioners' Mutual Provident Society of Victoria Melbourne 14/12/1859
1859 MUIOOF 0093 Loyal Hand of Friendship No 4688 No 3 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Daylesford 2/5/1859
1859 MUIOOF 0095 Loyal Williamstown Lodge No 4567 No 17 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Williamstown 25/5/1859
1859 MUIOOF 0096 Loyal Barkly Lodge No 4727 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF East Collingwood 26/6/1859
1859 BBS 0097 Belfast Benefit Society Belfast 17/6/1859
1859 MUIOOF 0099 Loyal Albion Lodge No 4691 No 27 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Brunswick 8/1/1859
1859 MUIOOF 0101 Loyal Queenscliff Lodge No 4732 Corio District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Queensciff 22/12/1859
1860 MAMPC 0087 Melbourne Association for Manufacture of Passover Cakes Melbourne 14/3/1860
1860 MUIOOF 0103 Loyal Clunes Lodge No 4576 Corio District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Clunes 25/1/1860
1860 MUIOOF 0104 The Manchester Unity Hall Society MUIOOF Melbourne 20/2/1860
1860 MUIOOF 0106 Loyal Boroondara Lodge No 4729 No 30 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Hawthorn 28/2/1860
1860 MUIOOF 0108 Loyal Hand of Friendship Lodge No 4728 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF East Collingwood 22/3/1860
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1860 MUIOOF 0109 Loyal Heart of Friendship Lodge No 4772 No 5 Bendigo District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Sandhurst 26/3/1860
1860 MUIOOF 0110 Loyal Industry Lodge No 4831 No 34 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Richmond 3/5/1860
1860 MUIOOF 0111 Loyal Albert Lodge No 4774 No 6 Bendigo District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Long Gully 7/8/1860
1860 MUIOOF 0113 Loyal John Jordon Lodge No 4834 No 5 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Fitzroy 4/10/1860
1860 MUIOOF 0114 Loyal Prince of Wales Lodge No 4770 No 5 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Castlemaine 9/11/1860
1860 MUIOOF 0117 Loyal Strangers' Refuge Lodge No 4550 No 4 Bendigo District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Kangaroo Flat 27/11/1860
1860 MUIOOF 0118 Loyal Prince of Wales Lodge No 4771 No 5 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Creswick 27/11/1860
1860 MUIOOF 0119 Loyal Victoria Lodge No 4731 No 3 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Ballarat 29/11/1860
1860 MUIOOF 0120 Loyal Kyneton Lodge No 4775 No 6 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Kyneton 13/12/1860
1860 MUIOOF 0121 Loyal Union Lodge No 4833 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Collingwood 15/12/1860
1860 MUIOOF 0122 Loyal Kilmore Lodge No 4830 No 33 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Kilmore 26/12/1860
1860 GUOOF 0741 Melbourne District Branch No 15 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Melbourne 13/6/1860
1860 GUOOF 0743 Victoria Lodge No 982 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Melbourne 18/12/1860
1860 AOF 0817 Court Richmond No 3012 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Richmond 28/7/1860
1860 AOF 0887 Court Royal Oak No 3197 Bendigo United District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF White Hill Hamlet 29/11/1860
1860 AOF 0916 Court Prosperity of Portland No 3195 United Portland District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Portland 22/10/1860
1860 AOF 0942 Court Break O'Day No 5088 United Grenville District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Break O'Day 1860s?
1860 AOF 0943 Court Royal Archers United Grenville District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Sebastopol 1860s?
1861 MUIOOF 0123 Ballaarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Ballaarat 26/1/1861
1861 MUIOOF 0125 Loyal Prince of Wales Lodge No 4933 No 41 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF St Kilda 5/7/1861
1861 MUIOOF 0126 Loyal Yarra Yarra Lodge No 4773 No 32 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Melbourne 15/7/1861
1861 MUIOOF 0128 Loyal Garibaldi Lodge No 4934 No 8 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Tarnagulla 21/9/1861
1861 AOF 0129 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Ballarat 1/10/1861
1861 MUIOOF 0131 Loyal Buningyong Lodge No 4575 No 2 Ballaarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Buninyong 21/10/1861
1861 MUIOOF 0132 Widow & Orphans Fund Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Ballarat 1/11/1861
1861 UAOD 0133 Grand Lodge United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne 4/11/1861
1861 MUIOOF 0134 Loyal Amherst Lodge No 4931 No 7 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Back Creek 5/11/1861
1861 MUIOOF 0135 Collingwood District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Collingwood 11/11/1861
1861 MUIOOF 0136 Loyal London Lodge No 4896 No 38 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Melbourne 25/11/1861
1861 MUIOOF 0137 Loyal Inglewood LodgeNo 4939 No 9 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Inglewood 5/12/1861
1861 MUIOOF 0138 Loyal Beechworth Lodge No 4936 No 42 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Beechworth 13/12/1861
1861 GUOOF 0744 Felix Lodge No 923 (Armadale) Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Melbourne 19/3/1861
1861 GUOOF 0745 Welcome Lodge No 1150 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Campbell's Creek 21/6/1861
1861 AOF 0818 Court Happiness No 3193 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Preston 25/2/1861
1861 AOF 0819 Court Benevolence No 3010 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Prahran 28/10/1861
1861 AOF 0917 Court Brotherhood No 3323 United Portland District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Hamilton 29/7/1861
1862 MUIOOF 0112 Loyal Prince of Wales Lodge No 4832 No 2 Portland District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Portland 4/7/1862
1862 MUIOOF 0130 Widow and Orphans Fund of the Loyal Prince of Wales Lodge Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Creswick 11/7/1862
1862 IOR 0140 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Melbourne 22/1/1862 Temperance
1862 IOR 0140a Victorian Tent No 10 Female Branch Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Bendigo, California Gully 22/1/1862 Temperance Female
1862 IOR 0140b Aurora Tent No 18 Female Branch Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Sale 22/1/1862 Temperance Female
1862 IOR 0140c True and Earnest Female Rechabite Tent No 19 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Echuca 22/1/1862 Temperance Female
1862 IOR 0140d Casterton & Glenelg Tent No 199 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Casterton 22/1/1862 Temperance
1862 IOR 0140e Star of Sebastopol Tent No ? Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Sebastopol 22/1/1862 Temperance
1862 IOR 0140f Crystal Spring Tent No 153 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Everton 22/1/1862 Temperance
1862 IOR 0140g County of Gladstone Tent No 212 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Charlton 22/1/1862 Temperance
1862 IOR 0140h Yandoit Tent No 209 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Yandoit 22/1/1862 Temperance
1862 IOR 0140i Myrtle Tent No 214 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Myrtleford 22/1/1862 Temperance
1862 IOR 0140J Star of Northcote tent No 217 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Northcote 22/1/1862 Temperance
1862 IOR 0140k Pennyroyal Tent No 140 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Bacchus Marsh 22/1/1862 Temperance
1862 SPS 0141 St Patrick's Society Melbourne 3/3/1862
1862 SPS 0141A Carlton St. Patricks Benefit Society SPS North Carlton 3/3/1862
1862 SPS 0141B Kew & Hawthorn St. Patricks Society SPS Kew 3/3/1862
1862 SPS 0141C North Melbourne St. Patricks Benefit Society SPS Hotham 3/3/1862
1862 MUIOOF 0142 Loyal Victoria Lodge No 4835 Port Fairy District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Warrnambool 2/4/1862
1862 MUIOOF 0143 Loyal Newstead and Strangways Lodge No 4951 No 11 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Strangways 1/5/1862
1862 AOF 0145 Bendigo District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Sandhurst 13/6/1862
1862 MUIOOF 0146 Loyal Stanley Lodge No 4949 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Stanley 1/7/1862
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1862 MUIOOF 0147 Loyal Carlton Lodge No 4897 No 37 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Carlton 27/6/1862
1862 AIOOF 0149 Grand Lodge (Ancient) Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF ‐ 1873 named changed to IOOF  Melbourne 26/7/1862
1862 UBFS 0150  United Brethren Friendly Society Yarram Yarram 13/8/1862
1862 AOF 0151 Court Hotham No 3199 Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Hotham 18/8/1862
1862 AOF 0153 Court Perseverance No 2727 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Fitzroy 20/8/1862
1862 OST 0154 Corio Division No 1 Order of Sons of Temperance OST Geelong 9/9/1862 Temperance
1862 AOF 0155 Court Brunswick No 3328 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Melbourne 10/9/1862
1862 AOF 0156 Court Bendigo No 3549 United Bendigo District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Sandhurst 11/9/1862
1862 MUIOOF 0157 Loyal Talbot Lodge No 4952 No 10  Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Fryerstown 13/9/1862
1862 MUIOOF 0158 Loyal Clarendon Lodge No 4940 No 43 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Emerald Hill 17/9/1862
1862 MUIOOF 0163 Loyal Sir Henry Barkly Lodge No 4901 No 7 Bendigo District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Huntly 5/11/1862
1862 AOF 0164 Court Tarrangower No 3514 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Maldon 28/11/1862
1862 MUIOOF 0165 Loyal Hand of Friendship No 4932 No 7 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Ballarat East 1/12/1862
1862 MUIOOF 0166 Loyal Maryborough Lodge No 4950 No 12 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Maryborough 8/12/1862
1862 MUIOOF 0167 Loyal Hope Lodge No 4956 No 13 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Kangaroo (Tarilta?) 19/11/1862
1862 AOF 0168 Court Industry No 3008 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Collingwood 15/12/1862
1862 AOF 0169 Court King of the Forest No 3547 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Emerald Hill 17/12/1862
1862 AOF 0170 Court Prince of Wales No 3198 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Emerald Hill 17/12/1862
1862 AOF 0171 Court Star of the Forest No 3201 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Richmond 17/12/1862
1862 GUOOF 0746 Sons of Australia Lodge No 1148 (Port Melbourne) Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Sandridge 15/1/1862
1862 GUOOF 0747 Sons of Freedom Lodge No 747 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Emerald Hill 26/5/1862
1862 AOF 0820 Court Kew No 3548 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Kew 12/2/1862
1862 AOF 0821 Court Pride of Saint George 3518 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Brighton South 13/6/1862
1862 AOF 0822 Court Royal Artillery No 3767 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF North Melbourne 20/8/1862
1862 AOF 0823 Court Reform No 3519 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Melbourne 25/8/1862
1862 AOF 0824 Court Hawthorn No 3776 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Hawthorn 24/9/1862
1862 AOF 0825 Court Woodend No 3772 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Woodend 27/12/1862
1862 AOF 0826 Court Gisborne No 3783 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Gisborne 28/11/1862
1862 UAOD 0858 Acorn Lodge No 1 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Fitzroy 30/6/1862
1862 AOF 0888 Court Queen of the Forest No 3513 AOF Sandhurst 7/2/1862
1862 AOF 0889 Court Pride of the Forest No 3523 AOF Sandhurst 23/5/1862
1862 AOF 0890 Court Banner of Hope No 3768 AOF Kangaroo Flat 2/12/1862
1862 AOF 0918 Court Perseverance No 3319 United Portland District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Digby 7/2/1862
1862 AOF 0937 Court Ararat No 3878 United Ararat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Ararat 7/10/1862
1863 AOF 0172 Court Williamstown No 3013 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Williamstown 13/1/1863
1863 AOF 0173 Court Robin Hood No 3008 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Richmond 15/1/1863
1863 AOF 0174 Court Victoria No 2306 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Melbourne 21/1/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0175 Loyal North Star No 5075 No 12 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Ballarat 22/2/1863
1863 AOF 0176 Court Fitzroy No 3327 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Fitzroy 2/2/1863
1863 AOF 0177 Court Friar Tuck No 3194 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Fitzroy 2/2/1863
1863 AOF 0180 United Portland District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Portland 26/2/1863
1863 AOF 0181 Court St George No 3515 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Williamstown 5/3/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0182 Loyal Catherine Lodge No 4935 No 8 Bendigo District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Eaglehawk 6/3/1863
1863 AOF 0183 Court Castlemaine No 3350 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Castlemaine 10/3/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0184 Loyal Albert Lodge No 4947 No 44 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Moonee Ponds 16/3/1863
1863 AOF 0185 Court Chevy Chase No 3775 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Daylesford 19/3/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0186 Loyal Gellibrand Lodge No 4958 No 49 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Williamstown 25/3/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0187 Loyal Studley Lodge No 4955 No 48 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Collingwood 16/4/1863
1863 AOF 0188 Court Unity No 3200 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Ballarat 24/4/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0189 Loyal Kew Lodge No 5093 No 52 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Kew 28/4/1863
1863 AOF 0190 Court Wangaratta No 3771 Ovens & Murray United District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Wangaratta 30/4/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0191 Loyal Toorak Lodge No 5078 No 51 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Toorak 4/5/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0192 Loyal Belfast Lodge No 5091 No 5 Port Fairy District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Belfast 6/5/1863
1863 AOF 0193 Court Pride of Richmond No 3324 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Richmond 4/6/1863
1863 AOF 0194 Court Southern Cross No 3517 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Richmond 4/6/1863
1863 AOF 0195 Court Collingwood No 3005 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Collingwood 4/6/1863
1863 AOF 0196 Court Friendship No 3011 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Carlton 10/6/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0197 Loyal Linton Lodge No 4937 No 9 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Linton 2/7/1863
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1863 AOF 0198 Court Foresters' Home No 3546 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Smythesdale 6/7/1863
1863 AOF 0199 Court Little John No 3326 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Ballarat East 6/7/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0200 Loyal Wangaratta Lodge No 4948 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Wangaratta 27/7/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0201 Widow and Orphan Fund Loyal Maldon Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Maldon 31/7/1863
1863 LSTFS 0202 Locomotive Steam Engineers and Firemans' Society Melbourne 7/8/1863
1863 AOF 0203 Court Clarendon No 3545 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Emerald Hill 24/8/1863
1863 AIOOF 0204 Geelong District and Lodges Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Geelong 15/9/1863
1863 AIOOF 0205 Pioneer Lodge Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Ballarat 15/9/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0206 Loyal Ararat Lodge No 4898 No 6 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Ararat 17/9/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0207 Loyal Good Samaritan Lodge No 4942 No 11 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Carngham 17/9/1863
1863 AOF 0208 Court Little John No 3777 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Collingwood 29/9/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0209 Loyal Fitzroy Lodge No 4954 No 7 Collingwood District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Fitzroy 29/9/1863
1863 AOF 0211 Court Dandenong No 3785 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Dandenong 6/10/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0212 Loyal Prince Alfred Lodge No 5097 No 16 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Dunolly 27/10/1863
1863 UABMAS 0213 United Australian Benefit (and Mutual Aid) Society Melbourne 26/10/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0214 Widow and Orphan Fund Loyal Inglewood Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Inglewood 29/10/1863
1863 AOF 0215 Court Barwon Rise No 3522 Geelong & Western United District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Chilwell, Geelong 30/10/1863
1863 AOF 0216 Court Yarraberg No 3325 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Richmond 2/11/1863
1863 AIOOF 0217 Ballarat District Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Ballarat 2/11/1863
1863 AOF 0218 Court City of Lincoln No 2726 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF North Melbourne 4/11/1863
1863 AIOOF 0219 Loyal Fitzclarence Lodge No 20 Ballarat District Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Ballarat 5/11/1863
1863 MUIOOF 0220 Loyal Sandridge Lodge no 4953 No 47 Port Phillip District Melbourne Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Sandridge 20/11/1863
1863 SPS 0221 Ovens District St Patricks Benefit Society  SPS Beechworth 24/11/1863
1863 AOF 0223 Court Pride of Linton No 3318 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Linton 23/12/1863
1863 AOF 0224 Court Inglewood No 3985 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Inglewood 24/12/1863
1863 GUOOF 0748 Loyal Brighton Union Lodge No 1053 Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Brighton 21/12/1863
1863 GUOOF 0749 Fryers Creek Lodge No 1148 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Fryers Creek 28/7/1863
1863 GUOOF 0750 Mount Alexander Lodge No 1158 (Castlemaine) Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Castlemaine 14/10/1863
1863 GUOOF 0752 Vaughan Union Lodge No 1152 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Vaughan 7/12/1863
1863 GUOOF 0772 Loyal Southern Cross Lodge No 1157 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Taradale 9/3/1863
1863 AOF 0827 Court Camberwell No 3778 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Camberwell 2/2/1863
1863 AOF 0849 Court Pride of the East No 3817 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Ballarat 4/7/1863
1863 AOF 0850 Court Robin Hood No 3877 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Ballarat 21/8/1863
1863 IOOF 0899 Loyal Ashby Lodge No 4 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Geelong 10/6/1863
1863 IOOF 0900 Loyal St Andrews Lodge No 21 Ballarat Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Ballarat 21/8/1863
1863 IOOF 0901 Loyal Ceres Lodge No 22 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Ceres 21/8/1863
1863 AOF 0919 Court Star of Coleraine No 3320 United Portland District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Coleraine 30/1/1863
1863 AOF 0920 Court Caledonia No 3786 United Portland District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Sandford 14/8/1863
1864 SPS 0225 Bendigo St Patricks Benefit Society SPS Sandhurst 1/2/1864 Catholic
1864 MUIOOF 0226 Loyal Northcote Lodge Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Northcote 24/2/1864
1864 MUIOOF 0227 Loyal Smythesdale Lodge No 4941 No 10 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Smythesdale 2/3/1864
1864 MUIOOF 0228 Loyal Villiers No 5098 No 6 Port Fairy District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Yambuk 2/3/1864
1864 MUIOOF 0229 Loyal Cosmopolitan Lodge No 5124 No 13 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Happy Valley 4/3/1864
1864 AOF 0230 Court Paradise Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Sandhurst, White Hills  4/4/1864
1864 AOF 0231 Court Rising Sun No 3516 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Footscray 31/3/1864
1864 AOF 0232 Court Forest Creek No 3774 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Forest Creek 31/3/1864
1864 AOF 0233 Court Star of Brunswick No 3980 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Brunswick 31/3/1864
1864 MUIOOF 0234 Loyal Yackandandah No 5736 No 56 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Yackandandah 5/4/1864
1864 IOR 0236 Star of Australia Felix Tent 1 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Melbourne 3/6/1864 Temperance
1864 IOR 0237 Mount Alexander Tent 2 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Castlemaine 3/6/1864 Temperance
1864 IOR 0238 Pioneer Tent No 3  Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Ballarat 3/6/1864 Temperance
1864 IOR 0239 Good Samaritan Tent 4 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Emerald Hill 3/6/1864 Temperance
1864 IOR 0240 Hope of Tarrangower Tent No 7 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Maldon 3/6/1864 Temperance
1864 IOR 0241 Victoria Tent No 9  Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Hotham 3/6/1864 Temperance
1864 IOR 0242 Progress Tent 12  Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Campbell's Creek 3/6/1864 Temperance
1864 IOR 0243 Excelsior Tent No 13  Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Tarnagulla 3/6/1864 Temperance
1864 IOR 0244 Williamstown Tent 16  Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Williamstown 3/6/1864 Temperance
1864 AOF 0245 Court Liberty No 3882 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Creswick 3/6/1864
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1864 AOS 0247 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Shepherds AOS Ballarat 20/6/1864
1864 SPS 0249 Ballarat St Patricks Society SPS Ballarat 21/7/1864 Catholic
1864 MUIOOF 0250 Loyal Pride of Devonshire Lodge No 5128 No 3 Corio District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Geelong, Newtown  25/7/1864
1864 MUIOOF 0251 Widows and Orphans Fund Collingwood District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Collingwood 28/7/1864
1864 IOR 0252 Star of Bendigo Tent 5  Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Sandhurst 3/8/1864 Temperance
1864 IOR 0253 Star of Maryborough Tent 6 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Maryborough 3/8/1864 Temperance
1864 IOR 0254 Enterprise Tent Tent 8  Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Daylesford 3/8/1864 Temperance
1864 IOR 0255 Rose of Denmark Tent 11 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Fitzroy 3/8/1864 Temperance
1864 MUIOOF 0256 Loyal Heathcote Lodge No 5129 No 9 Bendigo District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Heathcote 3/8/1864
1864 MUIOOF 0257 Loyal Campbells Creek Lodge No 5076 No 14 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Campbell's Creek 11/8/1864
1864 MUIOOF 0260 Loyal St. Arnaud Lodge No 5132 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF St Arnaud 23/8/1864
1864 MUIOOF 0261 Loyal Benalla Lodge No 4957 No 50 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Benalla 25/8/1864
1864 AOF 0262 Court Campbells Creek No 3784 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Campbell's Creek 6/9/1864
1864 SPS 0263 St Patricks Benefit Society Warrnambool SPS Warrnambool 21/9/1864 Catholic
1864 AIOOF 0264 Loyal Fitzroy Lodge No 2 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Melbourne 11/10/1864
1864 AIOOF 0265 Loyal Prince Albert Lodge No 6 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF (AIOOF) Prahran 18/10/1864
1864 AIOOF 0266 Loyal Brothers Lodge No 3 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Geelong 25/10/1864
1864 AOF 0267 Court Havelock No 3351 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Collingwood 26/10/1864
1864 MUIOOF 0268 Loyal Alexandra Lodge No 5133 No 18  Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Majorca 28/10/1864
1864 AIOOF 0269 Loyal Duke of York No 1 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF (AIOOF) Melbourne 10/11/1864
1864 AIOOF 0272 Loyal Hotham (Union) Lodge No 12 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF (AIOOF) Hotham 22/11/1864
1864 MUIOOF 0273 Loyal Strathloddon Lodge No 5079 No 15 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Guildford 24/11/1864
1864 MUIOOF 0274 Loyal Camberwell Lodge No 5184 No 57 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Camberwell 25/11/1864
1864 AOS 0289 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Shepherds AOS Melbourne 1/4/1864
1864 GUOOF 0751 Guildford Lodge Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Guildford 7/6/1864
1864 GUOOF 0753 Loyal Carisbrook Lodge No 1162 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Carisbrook 14/4/1864
1864 GUOOF 0754 Perseverance Lodge No 1146 (Williamstown) Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Williamstown 11/7/1864
1864 AOF 0829 Court Enterprise No 4002 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Nunawading 5/12/1864
1864 AOF 0851 Court Good Intent No 3816 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Scarsdale  30/5/1864
1864 AOF 0891 Court Victoria No 3782 AOF California Gully 29/2/1864
1864 AOF 0892 Court Alexandra No 3781 AOF Sandhurst 17/3/1864
1864 IOOF 0902 Rose of Australia Lodge No 15 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Melbourne 25/8/1864
1864 AOF 0931 Court Belmont No 3986 Geelong & Western United District AOF Belmont 10/8/1864
1864 AOF 0944 Court Good Intent No 3816 United Grenville District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Scarsdale 30/5/1864
1864 MUIOOF 0283 Loyal Rose of Denmark Lodge No 5096 No 54 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Pentridge 11/8/1864
1865 MUIOOF 0277 Loyal Morrison's Lodge No 5134 No 5 Corio District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Geelong 31/1/1865
1865 AOF 0278 Court Sandridge No 3766 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Sandridge 1/2/1865
1865 SFBS 0279 St Francis Benefit Society (later Irish Australian Catholic benefit Society) Melbourne 4/2/1865 Catholic
1865 IOR 0280 Garibaldi Tent No 19 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Buninyong 10/2/1865 Temperance
1865 IOR 0281 Refuge Tent No 14 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Eaglehawk 11/2/1865 Temperance
1865 AOF 0282 Court Sherwood Forest no 3004 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Fitzroy 16/2/1865
1865 GUOFG 0286 Victorian Lodge Grand United Order of Free Gardeners Benefit Society GUOFG Melbourne 17/3/1865
1865 AOF 0287 Court Talbot No 3870 Ancient Order of Foresters Ballarat District AOF Amherst 14/3/1865
1865 MUIOOF 0288 Loyal Princess Alexandra Lodge No 5725 No 7 Port Fairy District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Penshurst 20/3/1865
1865 HBSLFS 0290 Hobson's Bay Stevedores Labourers' Friendly Society Sandridge & Williamstown 24/4/1865
1865 MUIOOF 0291 Loyal Prodigal's Return Lodge No 5181 No 14 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Piggoreet 24/4/1865
1865 AOF 0292 Court Providence No 1006 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Eaglehawk 1/5/1865
1865 AOF 0295 Court Otterburn No 3995 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Daylesford, Blanket Flat 30/5/1865
1865 AOS 0297 Prince of Wales Sanctuary No 3198 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Shepherds AOS Emerald Hill 16/6/1865
1865 AOS 0298  Friar Tuck Sanctuary No 3194 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Shepherds AOS Fitzroy 19/6/1865
1865 MUIOOF 0300 Loyal Heidelberg Lodge No 5196 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Heidelberg 4/7/1865
1865 ATFS 0301 Agricultural and Tradesman's Friendly Society Malvern 4/7/1865
1865 MUIOOF 0302 Loyal Avoca Lodge No 5107 No 20 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Avoca 10/7/1865
1865 AOF 0303 Court Western No 3512 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Ballarat 15/7/1865
1865 AOF 0304 Court Friar Tuck No 4271 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Rokewood, Junction Diggings  15/7/1865
1865 AOF 0305 Court Star of the West No 3981 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Lucky Woman's  15/7/1865
1865 AOF 0306 Court Freedom No 3014 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Clunes 18/7/1865
1865 AIOOF 0307 Loyal Prince of Wales Lodge No 19 Ballarat Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Ballarat 4/8/1865
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1865 IOR 0308 Providence Tent No 20 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Kingston 10/8/1865 Temperance
1865 IOR 0309 Princess Alexandra Tent No 21 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Creswick 10/8/1865 Temperance
1865 IOR 0310 Albert Tent No 25 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Ceres 10/8/1865 Temperance
1865 AOF 0311 United Geelong and Western District Ancient Order of Forresters AOF Geelong 10/8/1865
1865 GAIOOFFS 0316 Grand Alfred Improved Order of Old Friends Friendly Society Prahran 28/9/1865
1865 AIOOF 0317 Loyal Colac No 25 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows AIOOF Colac 3/10/1865
1865 IOR 0318 Rescue Tent No 33 Victoria District Dunolly Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Dunolly 2/11/1865
1865 IOR 0319 Oriental Tent No 22 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Growler's Creek 2/11/1865
1865 MUIOOF 0320 Loyal Princess Alice Lodge No 5077 No 4 Port Fairy District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Belfast 4/11/1865
1865 MUIOOF 0321 Loyal Pleasant Creek Lodge No 5080 No 2 Wimmera District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Pleasant Creek, Quartz Reefs  4/11/1865
1865 MUIOOF 0322 Loyal Durham Lodge No 5191 No 17 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Durham 7/11/1865
1865 MUIOOF 0323 Loyal Beaufort Lodge No 5180 No 15 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Beaufort 24/11/1865
1865 GUOOF 0755 Mount Mercer Lodge No 1278 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Mount Mercer 5/6/1865
1865 GUOOF 0756 Britannia Lodge No 984(Collingwood) Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Collingwood 28/12/1865
1865 GUOOF 0757 Loyal Drummond Lodge No 1166 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Drummond 14 /10/1865
1865 GUOOF 0758 Garibaldi Lodge No 1161 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Durham Lead, Buninyong 13/12/1865
1865 GUOOF 0759 Loyal St Kilda Lodge No 1151 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Prahran 27/12/1865
1865 GUOOF 0760 Daylesford Lodge No 1165 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Daylesford 28/12/1865
1865 GUOOF 0761 Upper Loddon Lodge No 1279 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Glenlyon 30/12/1865
1865 GUOOF 0763 Loyal Malmsbury Lodge No 1159 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Malmsbury 28/12/1865
1865 AOF 0830 Star of Mornington No 4515 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Mornington 15/8/1865
1865 AOF 0852 Court North Britain no 3984 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Ballarat, Staffordshire Reef 6/9/1865
1865 AOF 0893 Court Good Hope No 3997 AOF Redcastle 22/8/1865
1865 AOF 0894 Court Sherwood No 3769 AOF Huntly 29/9/1865
1865 IOOF 0903 Loyal Richmond Lodge No 10 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Richmond 23/3/1865
1865 AOF 0932 Court Triumph No 3988 Geelong & Western United District AOF Geelong 9/5/1865
1865 AOF 0933 Court Queenscliff No 4124 Geelong & Western United District AOF Queenscliffe 1865?
1865 AOS 1163 Sanctuary Hotham No 3199 Ancient Order of Shepherds AOS Hotham 25/10/1865
1866 IOR 0324 Campaspe Tent No 37 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Kyneton 3/2/1866 Temperance
1866 IOR 0325 Ark of Safety Tent No 40 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Scotchman's Lead 3/2/1866 Temperance
1866 IOR 0326 Heales Tent No 26 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Epsom 3/2/1866 Temperance
1866 IOR 0327 Rising Star Tent No 30 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Sandridge 3/2/1866 Temperance
1866 AOF 0328 United Ararat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Ararat 10/2/1866
1866 IOR 0329 St Arnaud Tent No 36 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR St Arnaud 20/2/1866 Temperance
1866 IOR 0330 Morning Star Tent No 28 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Clunes 20/2/1866 Temperance
1866 IOR 0331 Perseverance Tent No 34 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Prahran 20/2/1866 Temperance
1866 MUIOOF 0332 Loyal Creswick Lodge No 5194 No 17 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Creswick 9/3/1866
1866 MUIOOF 0332 Loyal Prince of Wales Lodge No 4771 & Creswick Lodge No 5194 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF merged? Creswick 9/3/1866
1866 AOF 0333 Court Violet Grove No 4001 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Whroo 15/3/1866
1866 AOF 0336 Court Merry Foresters No 3880 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Carngham 26/3/1866
1866 IOR 0337 Hampden Tent No 45 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Camperdown 1/5/1866 Temperance
1866 IOR 0338 Olive Branch Tent No 42  Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Kangaroo Flat 1/5/1866 Temperance
1866 IOR 0339 Progress Tent No 43  Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Beaufort 1/5/1866 Temperance
1866 AOF 0340 Widow and Orphan's Fund, United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF  Melbourne 23/5/1866
1866 AOF 0341 Melbourne Benelevolent Fund, United Melbourne DistrictAncient Order of Foresters AOF Melbourne 23/5/1866
1866 MUIOOF 0342 Wimmera District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Ararat 4/5/1866
1866 OST 0343 Grand Division of Victoria Order of the Sons of Temperance OST Geelong 5/6/1866 Temperance
1866 IOR 0344 Excelsior Tent No 24 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Wangaratta 6/6/1866 Temperance
1866 IOR 0345 Star of Majorca Tent No 31 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Craigie 6/6/1866 Temperance
1866 MUIOOF 0346 Ovens & Murray District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Beechworth 19/7/1866
1866 AOF 0347  Court Cheltenham No 4524 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Cheltenham 20/7/1866
1866 AOF 0349 Court Ubique No 3773 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Melbourne 27/7/1866
1866 AOS 0350 United Bendigo District Ancient Order of Shepherds AOS Sandhurst 6/8/1866
1866 IOR 0351 Guiding Star Tent No 38 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR St Kilda 10/8/1866 Temperance
1866 IOR 0352 Cobden Tent  No 39 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR California Gully 10/8/1866 Temperance
1866 IOR 0353 Progress Tent No 43 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Beaufort 10/8/1866 Temperance
1866 AOF 0354 Court Hope of Denmark No 3982 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Buninyong 25/8/1866
1866 AOF 0355 Court Stanley No 4690 Ovens and Murray United District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Stanley 30/8/1866
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1866 MUIOOF 0356 Loyal Prince of Wales Lodge No 5190 No 9 Ovens and Murray District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Morse's Creek 7/9/1866
1866 AOF 0357 Ovens and Murray United District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Beechworth 1/10/1866
1866 MUIOOF 0358 Loyal Sir Charles Darling Lodge No 5344 No 18 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Mount Egerton 2/10/1866
1866 KWMBS 0359 Kyneton Working Men's Benefit Society Kyneton 12/10/1866
1866 AIOOF 0360 Loyal Melbourne Lodge No 16 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Melbourne 15/11/1866
1866 MUIOOF 0361 Loyal Upper Goulburn Lodge No 5186 No 62 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Wood's Point 29/11/1866
1866 MUIOOF 0362 Loyal Latrobe Lodge No 5198 No 61 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Sale 3/12/1866
1866 IOR 0363 Victoria Tent No 27 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Talbot 7/12/1866 Temperance
1866 GUOOF 0762 Excelsior Lodge No 1163 (Ballarat) Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Ballarat 2/1/1866
1866 GUOOF 0764 Pioneer Lodge No. 1153 (Sale) Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Sale 8/1/1866
1866 GUOOF 0765 Loyal Imperial Lodge No 1280 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Black Lead, Buninyong 23/1/1866
1866 GUOOF 0766 Loyal Green hill Lodge No 1164 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Malmsbury 12/3/1866
1866 GUOOF 0767 Grand Matlock Lodge No 1277 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Matlock 23/1/1866
1866 GUOOF 0768 Prince Arthur Lodge No 1156 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Sandridge 29/1/1866
1866 GUOOF 0769 Fitzroy Lodge No 1147 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Fitzroy 22/3/1866
1866 GUOOF 0770 Hand in Hand Lodge No 1283 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Ballarat 3/5/1866
1866 GUOOF 0771 Hand of Friendship Lodge No 1282 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Ballarat 31/3/1866
1866 GUOOF 0773 Ballarat District Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Ballarat 8/6/1866
1866 GUOOF 0774 Shakespeare Lodge No 1281 (Stratford) Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Stratford 20/6/1866
1866 GUOOF 0775 Loyal Sebastapol Lodge No 1286 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Sebastopol, Ballarat 13/8/1866
1866 GUOOF 0776 Tylden Lodge No 1285 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Tylden 8/9/1866
1866 GUOOF 0777 Morning Star Lodge No 1284 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Wood's Point 9/10/1866
1866 GUOOF 0778 Castlemaine District Council Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Castlemaine 10/1/1866
1866 GUOOF 0779 Nil Desperandum Lodge No 1287 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Blackwood 11/10/1866
1866 AOF 0831 Court Fryers No 3998 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Fryerstown 19/4/1866
1866 AOF 0832 Court Guildford No 4514 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Guildford 8/6/1866
1866 AOF 0833 Court Forest Home No 3764 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Rushworth 20/6/1866
1866 AOF 0834 Court Alpine No 4517 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Wood's Point 8/8/1866
1866 AOF 0835 Court Daylesford No 4696 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Daylesford 17/8/1866
1866 AOF 0836 Court Alexandra No 4525 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Hotham 15/10/1866
1866 AOF 0837 Court Tarnagulla No 4521 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Tarnagulla 15/10/1866
1866 AOF 0853 Court Amherst No 4275 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Amherst 3/2/1866
1866 AOF 0854 Court Tuaggea No 4274 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Maryborough 3/2/1866
1866 AOF 0855 Court Welcome No 4276 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Majorca 25/8/1866
1866 AOF 0895 Court Lockwood No 4693 AOF Lockwood 11/5/1866
1866 IOOF 0904 Loyal Little River Lodge No 31 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Station Peak 7/9/1866
1866 IOOF 0905 Loyal St George Lodge No 33 Ballarat Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Ballarat 7/9/1866
1866 IOOF 0906 Loyal Ondit Lodge Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Ondit, Beeac? 7/11/1866
1866 IOOF 0907 Loyal Taradale Lodge No 43 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Taradale 6/12/1866
1866 AOF 0921 Court Good Intent No 4447 United Portland District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Merino 2/2/1866
1866 AOS 0928 Sanctuary Victoria No 2306 Ancient Order of Shepherds AOS Melbourne 27/2/1866
1866 AOS 0929 Sanctuary Sherwood Forest No 3004 Ancient Order of Shepherds AOS Fitzroy 1866?
1866 AOS 0930 Sanctuary Barwon Rise No 3522 Ancient Order of Shepherds AOS Geelong 1866?
1866 AOF 0934 Court Robin Hood No 4125 Geelong & Western United District AOF Wallington 7/2/1866
1866 AOF 0938 Court Stawell No 3881 United Ararat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Pleasant Creek, Quartz Reefs 20/7/1866
1867 IOR 0365 Star of Sebastapol Tent No 32 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Sebastopol 31/1/1867 Temperance
1867 AOF 0366 Court Emu No 4697 United Ovens and Murray District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF  Oxley Plains 5/3/1867
1867 AOF 0367 Court of Good Intent No 2728 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF St Kilda 15/3/1867
1867 AOF 0369 Court Myrtle No 4687 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Kilmore 28/3/1867
1867 MUIOOF 0370 Loyal Darling Lodge No 5196 Bendigo District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF California Gully 3/4/1867
1867 AOF 0372 United Grenville District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Scarsdale 6/5/1867
1867 IOR 0373 Excelsion Tent No 18 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR  Ballarat 9/5/1867 Temperance
1867 IOR 0374 Yarborough Tent No 56 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Chewton 9/5/1867 Temperance
1867 IOR 0375 Self Reliance Tent No 58 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Geelong 9/5/1867 Temperance
1867 IOR 0376 Evening Star Tent No 50 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Learmonth 9/5/1867 Temperance
1867 IOR 0377 Star of the West Tent No 46 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Portland 9/5/1867 Temperance
1867 IOS 0379 Station Hotham No 1 Independent Order of Shepherds IOS Hotham 29/5/1867
1867 SAS 0380 Bendigo St Andrews Society Sandhurst 11/6/1867
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1867 MUIOOF 0382 Loyal Learmouth Lodge No 3731 No 13 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Learmonth 17/6/1867
1867 MUIOOF 0383 Loyal Kent Lodge No 5197 No 21 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Lauriston 26/6/1867
1867 IOR 0386 Rose of Linton Tent No 53 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Linton 1/8/1867 Temperance
1867 MUIOOF 0387 Loyal Steiglitz Lodge No 5193 No 6 Corio District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Steiglitz 1/8/1867
1867 AOF 0388 Court King of the Forest No 3770 No 8 Bendigo District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Long Gully 1/8/1867
1867 MUIOOF 0389 Loyal Hepburn Lodge No 5201 No 22 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Daylesford 10/8/1867
1867 IOR 0390 Alliance Tent No 57 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Richmond 20/8/1867 Temperance
1867 SGUBFS 0392 South Gipps Land United Brethren Friendly Society Yarram Yarram 3/9/1867
1867 AOF 0396 Court Marion No 3521 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF South Yarra 4/11/1867
1867 ULFS 0398 United Laborers' Friendly Society  Melbourne 13/11/1867
1867 MUIOOF 0399 Loyal Mitchell Lodge No 5346 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Bairnsdale 13/11/1867
1867 OST 0400 Concord Division No 10 Victoria Grand Division Order of Sons of Temperance OST St Albans 18/11/1867 Temperance
1867 OST 0401 Highton Division No 9 Victoria Grand Division No 15 Order of Sons of Temperance OST Highton 18/11/1867 Temperance
1867 OST 0402 Excelsior Division No 3 Victoria Grand Division No 15 Order of Sons of Temperance OST Richmond 18/11/1867 Temperance
1867 OST 0403 Royal Victoria Division No 4 Victoria Grand Division No 15 Order of Sons of Temperance OST St Kilda 18/11/1867 Temperance
1867 OST 0404 Rising Star Division No 6 Victoria Grand Division Order of Sons of Temperance OST Fitzroy 18/11/1867 Temperance
1867 AOF 0405 Widows and Orphans' Fund United Bendigo District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Sandhurst 2/12/1867
1867 AIOD 0406 Ancient Independent Order of Druids (Rose of Carlton Lodge) AIOD Melbourne 4/12/1867
1867 IOR 0407 Star of Newstead Tent No 52 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Newstead 12/12/1867 Temperance
1867 IOR 0408 Brunswick Tent No 54 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Brunswick 12/12/1867 Temperance
1867 MUIOOF 0409 Loyal Horsham Lodge No 5202 No 23 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Horsham 23/12/1867
1867 AIOD 0571 Olive Branch Lodge No 5 Ancient Independent Order of Druids AIOD Melbourne 26/6/1867
1867 GUOOF 0780 Star of Eaglehawk Lodge 1310 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Eaglehawk 23/1/1867
1867 GUOOF 0781 Vespasian Lodge No 1312 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Raywood 7/2/1867
1867 GUOOF 0782 Loyal Mount Clear Lodge No 1314 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Mount Clear, Ballarat 26/6/1867
1867 GUOOF 0783 Brothers of the "Ceres" Lodge No 1311 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Trentham 13/8/1867
1867 GUOOF 0784 Loyal Suburban Lodge No 1317 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Ballarat 16/8/1867
1867 GUOOF 0785 Maffra Lodge No 1313 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Maffra 12/7/1867
1867 GUOOF 0786 Jordan Lodge No 1318 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Jericho, Jordan River 9/12/1867
1867 AOF 0838 Court Garibaldi No 4692 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Derrimut 25/1/1867
1867 AOF 0839 Court Cranbourne No 3999 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Cranbourne 15/3/1867
1867 AOF 0840 Court Matlock No 4518 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Matlock 20/8/1867
1867 AOF 0841 Court Pride of Northcote No 4843 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Northcote 5/9/1867
1867 UAOD 0860 Shannon Lodge No 9 Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Collingwood 25/4/1867
1867 UAOD 0861 Pioneer Lodge No A1 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne 19/6/1867
1867 UAOD 0862 British Empire Lodge No 11 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne 18/6/1867
1867 UAOD 0863 Royal Oak No 10 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Ballarat 2/7/1867
1867 UAOD 0864 Prince of Wales Lodge No 7 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Collingwood 25/6/1867
1867 UAOD 0865 Mistletoe Lodge No 4 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne 15/7/1867
1867 UAOD 0866 Star of Richmond No 8 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Richmond 19/8/1867
1867 UAOD 0867 Prince Arthur Lodge No 14 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne 25/6/1867
1867 UAOD 0868 Anglesea Lodge No 2 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Brunswick 23/9/1867
1867 UAOD 0870 Shamrock No 12 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Pentridge 27/9/1867
1867 AOF 0896 Court Hearts of Oak No 3996 AOF Echuca 11/1/1867
1867 IOOF 0908 Loyal Alexandra Lodge No 34Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Alexandra 3/9/1867
1867 AOF 0922 Court Prince of Wales No 4838 United Portland District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Penshurst 31/10/1867
1867 AOF 0939 Court  Landsborough No 4689 United Ararat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Landsborough 13/2/1867
1868 AOF 0410 Court Royal No 4694 Ovens and Murray United District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Tarrawingee 2/1/1868
1868 MUIOOF 0412 Loyal Coliban Lodge No 5352 No 24 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Malmsbury 4/3/1868
1868 AOF 0413 Court Prospect No 4129 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Bullarook, Mount Prospect 23/3/1868
1868 OAB 0414 Order of Ancient Britons OAB Melbourne 2/4/1868
1868 OAB 0414(a) Loyal Alpha Lodge No 1 Order of Ancient Britons OAB Carlton 2/6/1868
1868 OAB 0414(b) Loyal St George Lodge No 4 Order of Ancient Britons OAB Sandridge 5/1/1869
1868 AOF 0415 Court Perserverance No 1005 No 3 Sandhurst District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Sandhurst 25/4/1868
1868 UAOD 0416 Royal Oak Lodge No 6 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Emerald Hill 28/4/1868
1868 OST 0417 Winchelsea Division No 11 Victoria Grand Division No 15 Order of Sons of Temperance OST Winchelsea 1/5/1868 Temperance
1868 MUIOOF 0418 Loyal Prospectors' Lodge No 5355 No 66 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Lauraville, Raspberry Creek  19/5/1868
1868 PAFS 0419 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society of Australasia PAFS Melbourne 19/5/1868 Protestant
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1868 OST 0420 Ballarat Division No 8 Victoria Grand Division Order of Sons of Temperance OST Ballarat 30/5/1868 Temperance
1868 AOF 0421 Court Advance No 4714 Geelong and Western United District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Geelong 1/6/1868
1868 AOF 0422 Court Robin Hood No 4004 Ovens and Murray United District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Beechworth 3/6/1868
1868 MUIOOF 0423 Loyal Prince Alfred Lodge No 5354 No 19 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Sebastopol 12/6/1868
1868 AOS 0424 Sanctuary Freedom Ancient Order of Shepherds AOS Clunes 17/6/1868
1868 HBS 0425 Hibernian Benefit Society HBS Ballarat 23/6/1868
1868 MUIOOF 0426 Loyal Mount Pleasant Lodge No 5353 No 65 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Alexandra 15/7/1868
1868 GUOOF 0427 Widows and Orphans' Fund Melbourne District Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Melbourne 16/7/1868
1868 GUOOF 0428 Widows and Ophans' Fund Castlemaine District Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Castlemaine 16/7/1868
1868 UAOD 0430 Britannia Lodge No 15 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Sandridge 21/7/1868
1868 IOR 0431 Lincoln Tent No 49 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Cambrian Hill 27/7/1868 Temperance
1868 OST 0432 Ondit Division No 12 Victoria Grand DivisionNo 15 Order of Sons of Temperance OST Ondit 1/8/1868 Temperance
1868 OST 0433 Pioneer Division No 5 Victoria Grand Division Order of Sons of Temperance OST Scarsdale 1/8/1868 Temperance
1868 IOR 0435 Moyne Tent No 48 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites Salford Unity IOR Belfast 17/8/1868 Temperance
1868 AOF 0436 Court Ivanhoe No 4003 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Heathcote 18/8/1868
1868 AOF 0438 Court Little JohnNo 4691 Ovens and Murray United District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Bright 28/8/1868
1868 MHBURC 0439 Melbourne and Hobsons Bay United Railway Company's Servants Benefit Society Melbourne 4/9/1868
1868 AOF 0443 Court Avoca No 4273 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Avoca 13/10/1868
1868 OAB 0444 Loyal St David's Lodge No 5 Order of Ancient Britons OAB  Fitzroy 13/10/1868
1868 MUIOOF 0445 Loyal Mansfield Lodge No 5347 No 10 Ovens and Murray District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Mansfield 19/10/1868
1868 SPS 0446 Geelong and Western District St Patricks Society SPS Geelong 19/10/1868 Catholic
1868 AOF 0447 Court Paradise Ancient Order of Royal Foresters AOF Bendigo, White Hills 5/12/1868
1868 IOR 0448 Moral Reform Tent No 60 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites  IOR Carlton 26/10/1868 Temperance
1868 IOR 0449 Rose of Australia Tent No 61 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Miners Rest 26/10/1868 Temperance
1868 IOR 0450 Duke of Edinburgh Tent No 64 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Geelong, Freshwater Creek  26/10/1868 Temperance
1868 IOR 0451 Nil Desperandum Tent No 67 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Berwick 26/10/1868 Temperance
1868 OST 0452 Jan Juc Division No 20 Victoria Grand Division Order of Sons of Temperance OST Jan Juc 28/10/1868 Temperance
1868 MUIOOF 0453 Loyal Whittlesea Lodge No 5351 No 63 Port Phillip District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Whittlesea 3/11/1868
1868 MUIOOF 0455 Loyal Gordon Lodge No 5537 No 20 Ballarat District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Gordon 5/11/1868
1868 IOR 0456 Friendly Help Tent No 62 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Steiglitz 12/11/1868 Temperance
1868 OST 0457 Queenscliff Division No 18 Victoria Grand Division Order of Sons of Temperance OST Queenscliffe 18/11/1868 Temperance
1868 IOR 0458 Haste to the Rescue Tent No 41 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Pleasant Creek 4/12/1868 Temperance
1868 AIOOF 0459 Loyal Rokewood Lodge No 42 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Rokewood 8/12/1868
1868 UAOD 0460 Trafalgar Lodge No 16 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Williamstown 16/12/1868
1868 MUIOOF 0461 Loyal Echuca Lodge No 5349 No 13 Bendigo District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Echuca 17/12/1868
1868 AIOOF 0463 Loyal Diana Lodge No 35 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Cambrian Hill 24/12/1868
1868 GUOOF 0787 Grand Myrniong Lodge No 1319 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Myrniong 15/1/1868
1868 GUOOF 0788 Sandhurst Lodge No 1316 (Bendigo) Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Sandhurst 21/1/1868
1868 GUOOF 0789 The Belvidere Lodge No 1322 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Sandhurst 21/1/1868
1868 GUOOF 0790 Loyal Mount Rowan Lodge No 1323 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Ballarat 23/7/1868
1868 GUOOF 0791 Kyneton District Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Kyneton 10/9/1868
1868 GUOOF 0792 Gippsland District Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Sale 21/9/1868
1868 GUOOF 0793 Werribee (Bacchus Marsh) No 1324 Lodge Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Bacchus Marsh 29/9/1868
1868 AOF 0842 Court Ballan No 4846 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Ballan 27/1/1868
1868 AOF 0843 Court Vaughan No 4844 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Vaughan 4/11/1868
1868 AOF 0844 Court Sunbury No 4849 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Sunbury 27/10/1868
1868 AOF 0856 Court Duke of Edinburgh No 4867 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Sebastopol 22/9/1868
1868 UAOD 0869 Stonehenge Lodge No 3 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Fitzroy 23/6/1868
1868 UAOD 0871 Boadicea Lodge No 17 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Hotham 26/8/1868
1868 UAOD 0872 Ancient Briton Lodge No 11 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Sebastopol 10/11/1868
1868 AOF 0935 Court Duke of Edinburgh No 4716 Geelong & Western United District AOF Bellarine East 9/1/1868
1868 UAOD 1130 Manners Sutton Lodge No 4 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne 2/11/1868
1868 UAOD 1131 Rose of Carlton Lodge No 5 Ancient Independent Order of Druids UAOD Carlton 11/12/1868
1869 GUOFG 0286A Victoria Lodge No 1 (Melbourne) Grand United Order of Free Gardeners of Australia GUOFG Melbourne 1/3/1869
1869 GUOFG 0286c Olive Branch Lodge No 4 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Prahran 16/9/1869
1869 AIOOF 0464 St John's Lodge No 36 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Warrenheip 20/1/1869
1869 AIOOF 0465 Loyal Victoria Lodge No 28 Sebastopol Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Sebastopol 20/1/1869
1869 AOF 0466 Court Rob Roy No 3765 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Fitzroy 22/1/1869
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1869 AOF 0467 Court Unity No 4519 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Raspberry Creek 22/1/1869
1869 IOR 0468 Dayspring Tent No 51 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Tarilta 26/1/1869 Temperance
1869 IOR 0469 Albion Tent No 70 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Beechworth 26/1/1869 Temperance
1869 AIOOF 0470 Loyal Duke of Edinburgh Lodge No 57 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF (AIOOF) Emerald Hill 26/1/1869
1869 AIOOF 0471 Loyal Winchelsea Lodge  No 14 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF (AIOOF) Winchelsea 26/1/1869
1869 IOD 0472 Independent Order of Druids Melbourne 27/1/1869
1869 AIOOF 0473 Loyal Camperdown Lodge No 26 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF (AIOOF) Camperdown 9/2/1869
1869 SPS 0474 Wood's Point and Upper Goulburn St Patricks Society SPS Wood's Point 11/2/1869 Catholic
1869 IOR 0475 Speedwell Tent No 69 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Eldorado 12/2/1869 Temperance
1869 AOF 0476 United Warrnambool District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Warrnambool 23/2/1869
1869 AOF 476.1 Court Warrnambool No 4126 United Warrnambool District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Warrnambool 18/1/1869
1869 AOF 476.2 Court Allan's Forest No 4128 United Warrnambool District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Allan's Forest 17/3/1869
1869 AOF 476.3 Court Tower Hill No 4848 United Warrnambool District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Tower Hill 15/9/1869
1869 OST 0478 Star of Moorabbin Division No 29 Grand Division Order of Sons of Temperance OST Cheltenham 27/2/1869 Temperance
1869 AIOOF 0479 Loyal Inverleigh Lodge No 24 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Inverleigh 5/3/1869
1869 AIOOF 0480 Loyal Prince Alfred Lodge No 37 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Piggoreet 5/3/1869
1869 AIOOF 0481 Loyal Cosmopolitan Lodge No 53 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Ballarat 5/3/1869
1869 CVVCMPS 0484 Victorian Congregational Minister's Provident Society Melbourne 20/3/1869
1869 AIOOF 0485 Loyal Cobden Lodge No 55 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Cobden 22/3/1869
1869 AIOOF 0487 Loyal Wellington Lodge No 29 Napoleons Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Napoleons 4/4/1869
1869 AIOOF 0488 Loyal Gipps Land Lodge No 40 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Walhalla 1/4/1869
1869 AIOOF 0489 Loyal United Brothers Lodge No 54 Warrnambool Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Warrnambool 1/4/1869
1869 AIOOF 0490 Loyal St Kilda Lodge No 8 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows (AIOOF) St Kilda 12/4/1869
1869 IOR 0491 Good Hope Tent No 63 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Moyston 16/4/1869 Temperance
1869 SPS 0492 Egan's Town St Patricks Benefit Society SPS Egan's Town 19/4/1869 Catholic
1869 SPS 0493 Walhalla St Patricks Society SPS Walhalla 19/4/1869 Catholic
1869 OST 0494 Bloom Hill Division No 32 Sons of Temperance OST Little Brighton 29/4/1869 Temperance
1869 IOR 0495 Pleasant Tent No 65 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Ballarat, Latrobe Street 3/5/1869 Temperance
1869 IOR 0496 Smeaton Rescue Tent No 76 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Smeaton 3/5/1869 Temperance
1869 IOR 0497 Booroondara Tent No 50 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Hawthorn, Burwood Road 12/5/1869 Temperance
1869 SPS 0499 Pleasant Creek St Patricks Society SPS Pleasant Creek 20/5/1869 Catholic
1869 SPS 0500 Warrnambool Second St Patricks Benefit Society SPS Warrnambool 25/5/1869 Catholic
1869 IOR 0502 Life Assurance and Annuity Departments No 82 Branch Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Melbourne 1/6/1869 Temperance
1869 IOOF 0504 Loyal Birregurra Lodge No 30 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Birregurra 4/6/1869
1869 AOF 0505 Court Royal No 4717 Geelong & Western District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Colac 9/6/1869
1869 IOOF 0507 Loyal Prince Arthur Lodge No 59 Hotham Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Hotham 14/6/1869
1869 IOOF 0508 Loyal St Davids Lodge No 58 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Collingwood 1869
1869 OST 0509 Rose of Australia Junior No 1 Daughters of Temperance// per Registrar Report ‐ The Daughters of Temperance Friendly Society OST Geelong 23/6/1869 Temperance Female Juvenile
1869 OST 0515 Ballarat and Sandhurst Grand Division No 3 Sons of Temperance OST Ballarat 14/7/1869 Temperance
1869 OST 0515.01 Maryborough Division No 65 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Maryborough 23/12/1869 Temperance
1869 OST 0515.02 Ark of Safety Division No 46 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Sandhurst 28/12/1869 Temperance
1869 OST 0515.03 Mountain Pride Division No 47 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Castlemaine 31/12/1869 Temperance
1869 IOR 0516 Lancefield Tent No 68 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Lancefield 29/7/1869 Temperance
1869 IOR 0517 Rose of Yan Yean Mernda Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Yan Yean 29/7/1869 Temperance
1869 IOR 0518 Philanthropist Tent No 93 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Rushworth 29/7/1869 Temperance
1869 SPS 0520 St Patricks Guild (Society) SPS Wangaratta 14/8/1869 Catholic
1869 MUIOOF 0521 Loyal Carisbrook Lodge No 5544 No 26 Castlemaine District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Carisbrook 17/8/1869
1869 IOR 0523 Hope of Echuca Tent No 71 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Echuca 9/9/1869 Temperance
1869 AOF 0524 Court Walhalla No 4839 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Walhalla 13/9/1869
1869 UVFS 0525 United Victorian Friendly Society South Yarra 15/9/1869
1869 WMLPMAA 0526 Wesleyan Methodist Local Preachers Mutual Aid Association Ballarat 21/9/1869
1869 SPS 0528 Mansfield St Patricks Society SPS Mansfield 29/9/1869 Catholic
1869 MUIOOF 0529 South Melbourne District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Prahran 14/10/1869
1869 MUIOOF 0530 Loyal Woodford Lodge No 5533 No 11 Port Fairy District, Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Woodford 15/10/1869
1869 MUIOOF 0531 Loyal Duke of Edinburgh Lodge No 5535 No 10 Port Fairy District,  Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Dunkeld 15/10/1869 Temperance
1869 IOR 0532 Dove Tent No 72 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Gordon 21/10/1869 Temperance
1869 IOR 0533 Fidelity Tent No 75 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Preston South 21/10/1869 Temperance
1869 IOR 0534 Guiding Star Tent No 77 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Avoca 21/10/1869 Temperance
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1869 IOR 0535 Undaunted Tent No 78 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Collingwood East  21/10/1869 Temperance
1869 IOR 0536 Deliverance Tent No 84 Victoia District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Mount Prospect 21/10/1869 Temperance
1869 IOR 0537 Never Fail Tent No 91 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Cobden 21/10/1869 Temperance
1869 IOR 0538 Missing Link Tent No 98 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Carisbrook 21/10/1869
1869 OST 0541 Melbourne Grand Division No 21 Sons of Temperance OST Melbourne 15/11/1869 Temperance
1869 SPS 0542 Kilmore St Patricks Benefit Society SPS Kilmore 16/11/1869 Catholic
1869 IACBS 0543 Irish‐Australian Catholic Benefit Society, later HACBS Melbourne 3/12/1869 Catholic
1869 SPS 0544 Colac St Patricks Society SPS Colac 23/12/1869 Catholic
1869 GUOOF 0794 Clunes Lodge No 1326 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Clunes 22/01/1869
1869 GUOOF 0795 Loyal Carlton Lodge No 1327 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Carlton, Elgin Street 16/2/1869
1869 GUOOF 0796 Royal Alfred Branch No 1328 (Moonee Ponds) Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Melbourne 28/6/1869
1869 GUOOF 0797 Pride of Wimmera Lodge No 1329 Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Pleasant Creek (Stawell) 24/7/1869
1869 GUOOF 0798 Royal Park Lodge No 1278 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Ballarat 3/9/1869
1869 GUOOF 0799 Campaspe Lodge No 1320 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Kyneton 11/8/1869
1869 GUOOF 0800 Goulburn Lodge No 1391 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Spring Creek 13/8/1869
1869 GUOOF 0801 Loyal Stuart Mill Lodge No 1392 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Stuart Mill 13/8/1869
1869 GUOOF 0802 Waranga Lodge No 1393 (Rushworth) Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Rushworth 16/12/1869
1869 AOF 0845 Court Muckleford No 4000 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Muckleford 27/10/1869
1869 AOF 0857 Court Egerton No 4868 United Ballarat District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Mount Egerton 1/4/1869
1869 AOF 0897 Court Campaspe No 4847 AOF Axedale 26/4/1869
1869 AOF 0923 Court Prince Alfred No 4935 United Portland District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Belfast 17/9/1869
1869 AOF 0924 Court Tranquility No 5198 United Portland District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Harrow 17/9/1869
1869 AOF 0941 Court Foresters Home United Grenville District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Smythesdale 11/12/1869
1869 UAOD 1132 Myrtle Lodge No 6 Ancient Independent Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne 17/3/1869
1870 AOF 0476.4 Court Terang No 4850 United Warrnambool District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Terang 20/6/1870
1870 SMUFSD 0486 Emerald Hill United Friendly Societies Dispensary Emerald Hill 10/8/1870
1870 OST 0515.04 Star of the East Division No 38 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Ballarat East 29/1/1870 Temperance
1870 OST 0515.05 Hope of Talbot Division No 62 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Talbot 14/2/1870 Temperance
1870 OST 0515.06 Rising Sun Division No 41 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Clunes 28/2/1870 Temperance
1870 OST 0515.07 Excelsior Division No 59 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Creswick 3/5/1870 Temperance
1870 OST 0515.08 Good Samaritan Division No 42 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Piggoreet 2/11/1870 Temperance
1870 OST 0515.09 Light of the Future Division No 77 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Dunolly 30/11/1870 Temperance
1870 OST 0515.10 Victoria Division No 76 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Inglewood 15/12/1870 Temperance
1870 OST 0541.01 Malvern Division No 33 Order of Sons of Temperance OST Malvern 18/2/1870 Temperance
1870 IACBS 543.1 St Mary's Lodge No 4 Irish‐Australian Catholic Benefit Society, later HACBS Kyneton 27/4/1870 Catholic
1870 IACBS 543.2 St Francis Lodge No 1 Irish‐Australian Catholic Benefit Society, later HACBS Melbourne 27/4/1870 Catholic
1870 IACBS 543.3St Kilian's Lodge No 2 Irish‐Australian Catholic Benefit Society, later HACBS Sandhurst 27/4/1870 Catholic
1870 IACBS 543.4 St Mary's Lodge No 3 Irish‐Australian Catholic Benefit Society, later HACBS St Kilda 27/4/1870 Catholic
1870 IACBS 543.5 St Michael Lodge No 6 Irish‐Australian Catholic Benefit Society, later HACBS Hotham 28/6/1870 Catholic
1870 IACBS 543.6 St Mary's Lodge No 11 Irish‐Australian Catholic Benefit Society, later HACBS Castlemaine 5/7/1870 Catholic
1870 IACBS 543.7 St Patrick's Lodge No 12 Irish‐Australian Catholic Benefit Society, later HACBS Fryers 6/7/1870 Catholic
1870 IACBS 543.8 St Laurence's Lodge No 14 Irish‐Australian Catholic Benefit Society, later HACBS Sandon 12/7/1870 Catholic
1870 IACBS 543.9 St Augustine Lodge No 13 Irish‐Australian Catholic Benefit Society, later HACBS Chewton 19/7/1870 Catholic
1870 IACBS 543.10 St Ignatius Lodge No 17 Irish‐Australian Catholic Benefit Society, later HACBS Richmond 1/10/1870 Catholic
1870 IACBS 543.11 St Patrick's Lodge No 9 Irish‐Australian Catholic Benefit Society, later HACBS Brighton South 3/10/1870 Catholic
1870 OST 0545 Barwon Rose Division No 31 of the Victorian Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST South Geelong 21/1/1870 Temperance
1870 IOR 0546 Dawn of Day Tent No 108 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Whittlesea 11/2/1870 Temperance
1870 IOR 0547 Father Mathew No 73 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Sale 11/2/1870 Temperance
1870 IOR 0548 Go Ahead Tent No 80 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Brighton 11/2/1870 Temperance
1870 IOR 0549 Havelock Tent No 81 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Footscray 11/2/1870 Temperance
1870 IOR 0550 Hope of Egerton Tent No 89 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Mount Egerton 11/2/1870 Temperance
1870 IOR 0551 Unity Tent No 85 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Coburg (Pentridge) 11/2/1870 Temperance
1870 MUIOOF 0552 Loyal Romsey Lodge No 67 Port Phillip District, No 5538 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Romsey 21/2/1870
1870 MUIOOF 0553 Loyal Galatea Lodge No 7 South Melbourne District, No 5562 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF South Yarra 22/2/1870
1870 OSA 0554 Melbourne St Andrew's Society,1871 renamed The Melbourne Lodge of the Order of St Andrew OSA Melbourne 26/2/1870
1870 PPSBS 0557 Port Philip Seamen's Benefit Society Melbourne 8/3/1870
1870 MUIOOF 0558 Loyal Eldorado Lodge No 14 Bendigo District, No 5543 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Graytown 10/3/1870
1870 IOR 0559 Happy ValleyTent No 92 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Happy Valley 22/3/1870 Temperance
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1870 MUIOOF 0560 Loyal Jamieson Lodge No 8 Ovens & Murray District, No 5185 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Jamieson 25/3/1870
1870 OST 0561 Prince Alfred Division No 22 Sons of Temperance OST Inverleigh 20/4/1870 Temperance
1870 MUIOOF 0562 Loyal Moyston Lodge No 3 Wimmera District,  No 5183 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Moyston 27/4/1870
1870 MUIOOF 0564 Loyal El Dorado Lodge No 11 Ovens & Murray District, No 5348 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Eldorado 25/4/1870
1870 MUIOOF 0565 Manchester Unity Insurance Association Guarantee Branch, Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Melbourne 10/5/1870
1870 AOF 0566 Court Goodwill No 3520 United Melbourne District, Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Oakleigh 11/5/1870
1870 IOR 0567 Female Branch of the Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Melbourne 13/5/1870 Temperance Female
1870 SPS 0568 Brunswick and Coburg St Patricks Society SPS Brunswick 25/5/1870
1870 IOR 0569 Royal Alfred Tent No 66 Victoria District, Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Ararat 26/5/1870 Temperance
1870 IOR 0570 Soldiers Hill Tent No 87 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Ballarat 26/5/1870 Temperance
1870 AOF 0573 Court Royal Foresters No 4272 United Ballarat District, Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Piggoreet 13/7/1870 near Ballarat
1870 OST 0574 Modewarre Division No 24 Sons of Temperance OST Modewarre 22/7/1870 Temperance
1870 MUIOOF 0575 Loyal Ashby Lodge Corio District, No 5629 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Geelong, Ashby 21/7/1870
1870 MUIOOF 0576 Loyal Forget Me Lodge No 27 Castlemaine District, No 5627 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Wedderburn 23/7/1870
1870 IOR 0577 Mt Pleasant Tent No 88 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Mount Pleasant 4/8/1870 Temperance
1870 IOR 0578 Lilydale Tent No 97 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Lillydale 4/8/1870 Temperance
1870 IOR 0579 Loddon Tent No 113 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Newbridge 4/8/1870 Temperance
1870 IOR 0580 Malmsbury Tent No 111 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Malmsbury 4/8/1870 Temperance
1870 CMBS 0581 Cosmopolitan Mutual Benefit Society Melbourne 17/8/1870
1870 MUFSD 0582 Melbourne United Friendly Societies Dispensary (and Medical Institute (added 1918)) Melbourne 17/8/1870
1870 IOR 0583 Hope of Australia Tent No 104 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Harcourt 17/8/1870 Temperance
1870 OST 0585 Glenelg, Casterton and Sandford Division No 60 Sons of Temperance OST Casterton 3/9/1870 Temperance
1870 IOR 0586 Ebenezer Tent No 102 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Heathcote 5/9/1870 Temperance
1870 UAOD 0587 Prince Arthur Lodge No 14 Benevolent Fund United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne 6/9/1870
1870 MUIOOF 0589 Loyal Peace & Plenty Lodge No 21 Ballarat District, No 5628 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Creswick 7/9/1870
1870 OSA 0590 Woods Point Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Wood's Point 19/9/1870
1870 MGSRS 0591 Melbourne German Sick and Relief Society  (Deutsche Krankenverein) Melbourne 19/9/1870
1870 OST 0592 Terang Division No 14 Sons of Temperance OST Terang 21/9/1870 Temperance
1870 IOOF 0593 Loyal Britannia Lodge No 61, Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Carlton 24/9/1870
1870 AOF 0595 Court Star of Brighton No 4695 United Melbourne District,  Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Brighton 10/10/1870
1870 AOF 0596 Court Little John No 3779 United Melbourne District, Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Kyneton 10/10/1870
1870 OST 0597 Star of Hope Division No 17 Sons of Temperance OST Drysdale 14/10/1870 Temperance
1870 MTAS 0598 Melbourne Total Abstinence Society MTAS Melbourne 20/10/1870 Temperance
1870 UAOD 0599 Benevolent Fund Shannon Lodge No 9 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Collingwood, Wellington St 20/10/1870
1870 MUIOOF 0600 Loyal Manners‐Sutton Lodge No 8 Collingwood District, No 5350 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Melbourne 25/10/1870
1870 OST 0602 Mortlake Division No 12 Sons of Temperance OST Mortlake 15/11/1870 Temperance
1870 OST 0603 Corindhap Division No 36 Sons of Temperance OST Break O'Day 10/11/1870 Temperance
1870 OST 0604 Guiding Start Division No 51 Sons of Temperance OST Byaduk 10/11/1870 Temperance
1870 OST 0605 Fitzroy Division No 52 Sons of Temperance OST Heywood 10/11/1870 Temperance
1870 OST 0606 Portland Division No 55 Sons of Temperance OST Portland 10/11/1870 Temperance
1870 OST 0607 Hopeful Division No 59 Sons of Temperance OST Coleraine 10/11/1870 Temperance
1870 OST 0608 Muntham Division No 61 Sons of Temperance OST Muntham 10/11/1870 Temperance
1870 IOR 0609 Warrnambool Division No 73 Order of Sons of Temperance OST Warrnambool 10/11/1870 Temperance
1870 IOR 0611 Hope of Seymour Tent No 128 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Seymour 10/11/1870 Temperance
1870 OST 0612 Yuppeckiar Division No 82 Sons of Temperance OST Glen Thompson 5/12/1870 Temperance
1870 MUIOOF 0613 Loyal Prince Alfred Lodge No 12 Port Fairy District, No 5534 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Koroit 8/12/1870
1870 MUIOOF 0614 Loyal Footscray Lodge No 68 Port Phillip District, No 5361 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Footscray 9/12/1870
1870 OST 0615 Mount Rouse Division No 43 Sons of Temperance OST Penshurst 10/12/1870 Temperance
1870 GUOOF 0803 Adelphi Lodge No 1394 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Barry's Reef, Blackwood 4/5/1870
1870 GUOOF 0804 Windsor Lodge No 1151 Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Windsor 31/1/1870
1870 AOF 0846 Court broadmeadows No 4853 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Broadmeadows 4/6/1870
1870 UAOD 0873 Talbot Lodge No 18 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Talbot 3/8/1870
1870 IOOF 0910 Loyal Wickliffe Lodge No 65  Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Wickliffe 25/5/1870
1870 AOF 0936 Court Prince of Wales No 4718 Geelong & Western United District AOF Drysdale 16/11/1870
1870 OSA 1156 Balmoral Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Scarsdale 14/11/1870
1871 AOF 476.5 Court Panmure No 5499 United Warrnambool District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Panmure 14/7/1871
1871 OST 0515.11 Fryers Division No 68 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Fryers 28/2/1871 Temperance
1871 OST 0515.12 Earnest Workers Division No 56 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Durham Lead 23/3/1871 Temperance
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1871 OST 0515.13 Star of Hope Division No 72 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Vaughan 16/6/1871 Temperance
1871 OST 0515.14 Huntley Division No 82 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Huntly 20/7/1871 Temperance
1871 OST 0515.15 Royal Diadem Division No 35 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Sandhurst 26/8/1871 Temperance
1871 OST 0515.16 Pride of Daylesford Division No 85 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Daylesford 6/10/1871 Temperance
1871 OST 0515.17 Star of Amherst Division No 75 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Amherst 6/11/1871 Temperance
1871 IACBS 543.12 St Patrick's Branch No 22 Irish‐Australian Catholic Benefit Society, later HACBS Daylesford 26/7/1871 Catholic
1871 OST 0618 Olive Branch Division No 26 Sons of Temperance OST Connewarre 13/1/1871 Temperance
1871 OST 0619 Grange Division No 48 Sons of Temperance OST Hamilton 13/1/1871 Temperance
1871 OST 0620 Eumeralla Division No 53 Sons of Temperance OST Macarthur 13/1/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0621 Darlington Division No 74 Sons of Temperance OST Darlington 13/1/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0622 Triumph Tent No 103 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Adelaide Lead 24/1/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0623 Loyal Taradale Tent No 107 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Taradale 24/1/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0624 Hope of Stanley Tent No 114 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Stanley 24/1/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0625 Dawn of Hope Tent No 120 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Benalla 24/1/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0626 Anchor Tent No 112 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Chinaman's Flat 4/2/1871 Temperance
1871 OST 0627 Colac Division No 13 Sons of Temperance OST Colac 6/2/1871 Temperance
1871 GUOOF 0628 Widows and Orphans Fund Ballarat District Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Ballarat 10/2/1871
1871 OST 0629 Good Intent Division No 84 Sons of Temperance OST Little River 9/3/1871 Temperance
1871 AOF 0630 Court Greenwood No 4698, Ovens & Murray District, Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Yackandandah 29/3/1871
1871 AOF 0631 Court Happy Valley No 3544, No 4 Bendigo United District, Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Eaglehawk 31/3/1871
1871 VNA 0632 Victorian Natives Association VNA Melbourne 27/4/1871
1871 OSA 0633 Ballarat Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Ballarat 1/4/1871
1871 IOR 0634 Lady Bay Tent No 94 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Warrnambool 3/5/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0635 Mitchell Tent No 143, Victoria District, Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Bairnsdale 3/5/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0636 Star of Peace Tent No 74 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Maffra 3/5/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0637 Star of Wallan‐Wallan Tent No 145 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Wallan‐Wallan 3/5/1871 Temperance
1871 MUIOOF 0638 Warrnambool District Branch Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Warrnambool 4/5/1871
1871 OST 0639 Kensington Division No 2 Branch Sons of Temperance OST Kensington 2/6/1871 Temperance
1871 OST 0640 Star of the West Division No 49 Sons of Temperance OST Branxholme 2/6/1871 Temperance
1871 OST 0641 Portarlington Division No 83 Sons of Temperance OST Portarlington 2/6/1871 Temperance
1871 OST 0642 You Yangs Division No 21 Sons of Temperance OST Duck Ponds 2/6/1871 Temperance
1871 UOSG 0644 United Order of St George UOSG Melbourne 24/7/1871
1871 CFUFSD 0645 Collingwood and Fitzroy United Friendly Societies Dispensary  Collingwood East  28/7/1871
1871 DSA 0646 Daylesford Seamens' Association DSA Daylesford 29/7/1871
1871 IOR 0647 Star of Blackwood Tent No 117, Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Blackwood, Red Hill 1/8/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0648 Reformation Tent No 118 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Natte Yallock 1/8/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0649 Box Hill Tent No 130 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Box Hill 1/8/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0650 Hope of Kilmore No 144 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Kilmore 1/8/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0651 Ark of Peace Tent No 149 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Ballarat, Humffray Street 1/8/1871 Temperance
1871 OST 0652 Yambuk Division No 88 Victoria Grand Division Sons of Temperance OST Yambuk 17/8/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0653 St. Kilda Tent No 131 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR St. Kilda 23/8/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0655 Mathew Burnett Tent No 156 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Marong 25/8/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0656 On To Victory Tent No 138 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Bung Bong 29/8/1871 Temperance
1871 HACBS 0657 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Melbourne 1/9/1871 Catholic
1871 HACBS 0657 (64) Saint Patrick's Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Warrnambool 8/11/1871 Catholic
1871 OST 0658 Dunkeld Division No 86 Victoria Grand Division of the Order of the Sons of Temperance OST Dunkeld 3/10/1871 Temperance
1871 GUOOF 0659 Loyal Wendouree Lodge No 1315 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Ballarat 10/10/1871
1871 AOF 0660 Court Abbotsford No 3763 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Collingwood East  17/10/1871
1871 SPS 0662 Order of Knights of St Patrick Friendly Benefit Society SPS Ballarat 24/10/1871 Catholic
1871 MUIOOF 0664 Loyal Kingston Lodge No 25 Castlemaine District, No 5536 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Kingston 26/10/1871
1871 OSA 0665 Richmond Lodge No 5 Order of St Andrew OSA Richmond 1/11/1871
1871 IOR 0666 Hope of Epping Tent No 160 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Epping 2/11/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0667 Pride of the Yarra Tent No 127 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR South Yarra 2/11/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0668 Salem Tent No 164 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Cranbourne 2/11/1871 Temperance
1871 IOR 0669 Star and Anchor Tent No 133 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Allansford 2/11/1871 Temperance
1871 OSA 0670 Hotham Lodge No 4 Order of St Andrew OSA Hotham 3/11/1871
1871 MUIOOF 0672 Loyal Talbot District Branch Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Talbot 14/11/1871
1871 OST 0673 Anchor Division No 87 Branch Sons of Temperance OST Belfast 20/11/1871 Temperance
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1871 ADOMEA 0674 Australasian Dramatic, Operatic, Musical & Equestrian Association Melbourne 21/11/1871
1871 IOR 0675 Gomer Tent No 96 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Woodford 28/11/1871 Temperance
1871 OSA 0676 Pride of Scotia Order of St Andrew, Scottish Constitution OSA Ballarat 28/11/1871
1871 MUIOOF 0677 Loyal Seymour Lodge No 70 Port Phillip District, No 5631 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Seymour  29/11/1871
1871 OST 0678 Native Youth Division No 80 Branch Victorian Grand Division, Sons of Temperance OST Teesdale 20/12/1871 Temperance
1871 GUOOF 0805 Loyal Darriwell Lodge No 1396 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Steigltz, Darriwell 15/4/1871
1871 GUOOF 0806 Bendigo District Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Sandhurst 27/4/1871
1871 GUOOF 0807 Pride of Ararat Lodge No 1397 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Ararat 29/7/1871
1871 GUOOF 0808 Pride of Bendigo Lodge No 1398 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Sandhurst 25/7/1871
1871 GUOOF 0809 Loyal Ceres Lodge No 1400 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Windermere 2/8/1871
1871 AOF 0847 Court Thorncombe No 4854 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Norwood 4/8/1871
1871 AOF 0848 Court Forest Oak No 5498 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Corop 15/11/1871
1871 UAOD 0874 Salisbury Lodge No 19 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Carlton, Elgin Street 9/1/1871
1871 UAOD 0875 Phoenix Lodge No 21 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Collingwood 24/1/1871
1871 UAOD 0876 Southern Cross Lodge No 22 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Emerald Hill, Forrest St 6/3/1871
1871 UAOD 0877 Ullswater Lodge No 23 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Brunswick 13/6/1871
1871 UAOD 0878 Prince Alfred Lodge No 24 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Collingwood 23/9/1871
1871 UAOD 0879 Norma Lodge No 28 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Carlton 17/11/1871
1871 UAOD 0880 Excelsior Lodge No 27 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Collingwood East 17/11/1871
1871 IOR 0885 Raglan Street Tent No 105 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Raglan 2/11/1871 Temperance
1871 AOF 0898 Court Pride of Marong No 5500 AOF Marong 3/11/1871
1871 IOOF 0911 Loyal Werribee Lodge No 56  Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Barkstead 24/2/1871
1871 IOOF 0912 Loyal Columbia Lodge Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Carlton 4/4/1871
1871 AOF 0940 Court Friar Tuck No 5449 Ovens & Murray United District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Running Creek 9/8/1871
1871 OSA 1144 Melbourne Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Melbourne, Franklin St 30/1/1871
1871 OSA 1145 Marquis of Lorn Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Brunswick 11/11/1871
1872 PAFS 0419.01 Melbourne District Council Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Melbourne 28/3/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.02 Ballarat District Council Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Ballarat 22/4/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.03 Albercorn Lodge No 16 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Sandhurst 22/3/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.05 Loyal British Lodge No 5 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Ballarat 7/3/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.06 City of Ballarat Lodge No 6 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Ballarat 2/3/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.08 Loyal Britannia City Lodge No 9 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Ballarat 22/3/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.09 Loyal Buninyong United Lodge No 12 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Buninyong 7/3/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.10 Loyal Clunes Lodge No 7 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Clunes 2/3/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.12 Loyal Cosmopolitan Lodge No 2 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Sandridge 15/3/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.14 Loyal Daylesford Lodge No 14 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Daylesford 2/3/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.16 Emerald Hill LodgeNo 18 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Emerald Hill 30/8/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.19 Loyal Hanover Lodge No 8 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Collingwood East 22/4/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.20 Loyal Hope Lodge No 20 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Maryborough 1/11/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.22 Loyal Perserverance Lodge No 1 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS ‐  Melbourne 15/3/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.23 Loyal Pioneer Lodge No 3 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Sebastopol 15/3/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.25 Loyal Prahran Lodge No 10 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Prahran 8/7/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.26 Queen Victoria Lodge No 17 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Castlemaine 3/6/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.27 Rose of Australia Lodge No 13 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Black Lead 7/3/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.29 Victoria Lodge No 11 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Melbourne 7/3/1872 Protestant
1872 PAFS 0419.30 Loyal Wellington Lodge No 15 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Mulgrave 9/8/1872 Protestant
1872 OST 0515.18 Perserverance Division No 90 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Cape Clear 24/4/1872 Temperance
1872 OST 0515.19 Ballance Division No 91 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Balance 8/5/1872 Temperance
1872 OST 0515.20 Hope of Smythesdale Division No 93 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Smythesdale 5/7/1872 Temperance
1872 OST 0515.21 Star of Linton Division No 78 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Linton 19/7/1872 Temperance
1872 OST 0515.28 Star of Daylesford No 26 Union of the Daughters of Temperance OST Daylesford 16/10/1872 Temperance Female
1872 OST 0541.02 Star of the East Division No 85 Sons of Temperance OST Brighton East 20/3/1872 Temperance
1872 OST 0541.03 Perserverance Division No 91 Sons of Temperance OST Whroo 26/11/1872 Temperance
1872 HACBS 0657.03 Saint Patrick's No14 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Belfast 31/8/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.04 Benalla No 59 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Benalla 26/2/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.05 Bungaree No 47 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Bungaree 6/8/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.08 Melbourne District Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Melbourne 15/4/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.09 Moorabool No 6 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Gordon's 6/8/1872 Catholic
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1872 HACBS 0657 (16) St Anne's Branch No 37 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Broadmeadows 10/6/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657 (17) St Alpius No 41 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Oakleigh 26/2/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.20 St Augustine No 13 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Chewton 26/2/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.21 St Brandon's No 54 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Lillydale 10/6/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.22 St Bridget No 32 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Maldon 21/5/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.24 St Francis Cathedral No 1 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Melbourne 25/3/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657 (26) Saint Ignatius Branch No 34 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Richmond 25/3/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657 (27) Saint Josephs No 20 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Hawthorn 26/2/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657. 28 St Joseph No 40 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Hawthorn 1872? Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657 (29) Saint Josephs No 49 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Beechworth 21/9/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.30 St Laurence No 14 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Sandon 26/2/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657 (35) Saint Marys No 8 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS St Kilda 26/2/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.37 St Mary's No 4? Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Kyneton 26/2/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.39 St Mary's No 18 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Williamstown 26/2/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657 (40) Saint Marys No 10 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Kyneton `8/9/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657 (41) Saint Marys No 36 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Williamstown 26/2/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.42 St Mary's No 71 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Malmsbury 14/12/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.46 St Michael's No 6 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Hotham 26/2/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657 (50) Saint Patricks No 69 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Stawell 31/8/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.51 St Patrick's No 64 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Wood's Point 26/2/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.52 St Patrick's No 9 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Brighton 26/2/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.55 St Peter's No 55 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Seymour 26/2/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.56 St Peter's No 51 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Epping 25/3/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657 (59) Saint Peter and Pauls No 33 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Emerald Hill 26/2/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.60 St Vincent's No? Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Redesdale 26/2/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.61 St Stephen's No 60 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Eldorado 10/6/1872 Catholic
1872 HACBS 0657.65 Yambuck Branch No 16 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Yambuck 28/6/1872 Catholic
1872 AOS 0679 Sanctuary Robin Hood No 4004 Melbourne District Ancient Order of Shepherds AOS Beechworth 19/1/1872
1872 CTSV 0680 Commercial Travellers Society of Victoria Melbourne 23/1/1872
1872 RUFSD 0681 Richmond United Friendly Societies Dispensary Richmond 24/1/1872
1872 OST 0682 The Daughters of Temperance Branch of the Melbourne Grand Division Sons of Temperance OST Melbourne 2/2/1872 Temperance Female
1872 OST 0682.1 Melbourne Union Division No 21 Daughters of Temperance Melbourne Grand Division Sons of Temperance OST Melbourne 4/9/1872 Temperance Female
1872 MUIOOF 0683 Loyal Diamond Creek Lodge No 69 Port Phillip District, No 5630 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Diamond Creek 13/2/1872
1872 OSA 0685 Moonee Ponds Lodge No 14 Order of St Andrew OSA Flemington Hill 16/2/1872
1872 OSA 0686 Duke of Edinburgh Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Collingwood East  21/2/1872
1872 MUIOOF 0689 Loyal Insurance Association Life Branch Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Melbourne 8/4/1872
1872 MUIOOF 0690 Loyal Gold Miners' Lodge No 28 Castlemaine District,  No 5635 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Chinaman's Flat 11/4/1872
1872 OSA 0691 Lord Clyde Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Footscray 22/4/1872
1872 IOR 0693 Ballan Tent No 121 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Ballan 3/5/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0694 Doncaster Tent No 129 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Doncaster 3/5/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0695 Matthew Burnett Tent No 132 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Russell's Bridge 3/5/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0696 Star of the Valley Tent No 134 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Murgheboluc 3/5/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0697 St Johns Tent No 141 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Vermont 3/5/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0698 Royal Tent No 147 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Norwood 3/5/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0699 Hope of Murchison Tent No 152 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Murchison 3/5/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0700 Hope of Dandenong Tent No 165 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Dandenong 3/5/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0701 Crystal Fountain Tent No 176 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Beveridge 3/5/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0702 Sandford and Wannon Tent No 178 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Sandford 3/5/1872 Temperance
1872 POMLIA 0703 Post Office Mutual Life Insurance Association Melbourne 23/5/1872
1872 OSA 0704 North Richmond Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Simpson's Road 17/6/1872
1872 MUIOOF 0705 Loyal Woodend Lodge No 71 Port Phillip District, No 5365 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Woodend 4/7/1872
1872 MUIOOF 0706 Loyal Coleraine Lodge No 4 Hamilton District, No 5360 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Coleraine 6/7/1872
1872 OST 0707 Surrey Division No 94 Victorian Grand Division Sons of Temperance OST Narrawong 17/7/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0708 Welcome Tent No 126 Victoria District Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Laanecoorie 9/8/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0709 Sutton Tent No 166 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Long Gully 9/8/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0710 Ark of Safety No 183 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Euroa 12/8/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0711 Excel Tent No 161 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Haddon 15/8/1872 Temperance
1872 WBS 0713 Washington Benefit Society (Carlton) Melbourne 10/9/1872
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1872 ASPA 0714 Australasian Seamens Protection Association Melbourne 14/9/1872
1872 OSA 0715 Kilmore Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Kilmore 18/9/1872
1872 MUIOOF 0716 Hamilton District Branch Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Hamilton 26/9/1872
1872 BUFSD 0719 Bendigo United Friendly Societies Dispensary Sandhurst 15/10/1872
1872 DSMBS 0720 Daylesford Seamans Mutual Benefit Society, Loyal Sons of Neptune Lodge Daylesford 23/10/1872
1872 IOR 0721 Rose of Livingstone Tent No 171 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Omeo 2/11/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0722 Hope of Yackandandah Tent No 175 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Yackandandah 2/11/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0723 Rose of Wood's Point Tent No 155 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Wood's Point 2/11/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0724 Excelsior Tent No 135 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Nillumbik 2/11/1872 Temperance
1872 IOR 0725 Southern Cross Tent No 95 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Koroit 6/11/1872 Temperance
1872 OSA 0726 St Kilda Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA St. Kilda 11/11/1872
1872 OSA 0728 Sir Walter Scott Lodge Order of St Andrew, Scottish Constitution OSA Eaglehawk 29/11/1872
1872 OSA 0729 Bendigo Lodge Order of St Andrew, Scottish Constitution OSA Sandhurst 29/11/1872
1872 OSA 0730 Robert Burns Lodge Order of St Andrew, Scottish Constitution OSA Sandhurst 29/11/1872
1872 IOR 0731 Harrmony Tent No 139 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Campbellfield 4/12/1872 Temperance
1872 OSA 0732 Waverley Lodge No 8 Order of St Andrew, Scottish Constitution OSA Ballarat 16/12/1872
1872 BS 0733 Victorian Independent Sick and Benefit Society Melbourne 30/12/1872
1872 IOR 0734 Fern Free Tent No 148 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Fern Tree Gully 31/12/1872 Temperance
1872 GUOOF 0810 Wimmera Grand Chapter Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Stawell 13/4/1872
1872 GUOOF 0811 Rose of Stawell Lodge No 1401 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Stawell 11/4/1872
1872 GUOOF 0812 Excelsior Lodge No 1321 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Rosedale 11/5/1872
1872 GUOOF 0813 Corio Lodge No 1402 (Geelong) Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Geelong, Yarra Street 8/5/1872
1872 GUOOF 0814 Bairnsdale Lodge No 1403 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Bairnsdale 25/6/1872
1872 UAOD 0881 West of England Lodge No 35 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Fitzroy 3/1/1872
1872 UAOD 0882 Maryborough Lodge No 31 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Maryborough 28/6/1872
1872 UAOD 0883 Port Phillip Lodge No 33 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Carlton 17/12/1872
1872 IOOF 0913 Loyal St James Lodge No 70 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Buninyong East   20/7/1872
1872 OSA 0949 Morang Lodge No 10 Order of St Andrew OSA Morang 12/2/1872
1872 OSA 1147 Blanche Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Sandridge 21/2/1872
1872 OSA 1148 Eaglehawk Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Eaglehawk 22/7/1872
1872 OSA 1149 Waverley Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Richmond 22/7/1872
1872 OSA 1150 Sir Charles Napier Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Collingwood 9/12/1872
1873 GUOFG 0286b Fitzroy Lodge No 5 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Fitzroy 8/1/1873
1873 PAFS 0419.11 Loyal Corio Lodge No 4 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Geelong 3/9/1873 Protestant
1873 PAFS 0419.13 Loyal Creswick Lodge No 24 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Creswick 12/5/1873 Protestant
1873 PAFS 0419.15 Duke of Richmond Lodge No 2 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Richmond 3/10/1873 Protestant
1873 PAFS 0419.28 Loyal Standard Lodge No 22 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Ballarat 5/7/1873 Protestant
1873 OST 0515.22 Hope of Chepstowe Division No 87 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Chepstowe 27/1/1873 Temperance
1873 OST 0515.23 Royal Alexandra Division No 94 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Chinaman's Flat 28/3/1873 Temperance
1873 OST 0515.24 Royal Sceptre Division No 89 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Kangaroo Flat 17/5/1873 Temperance
1873 OST 0515.25 Pride of Talbot Division No 16 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Ballarat 19/5/1873 Temperance
1873 OST 0515.26 Doyes? Return Division No 25 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Sandhurst 21/5/1873 Temperance
1873 OST 0515.27 Hope of Sandhurst Division No 15 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Sandhurst 29/5/1873 Temperance
1873 OST 0515.29 Southern Cross Division No 96 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Blanket Flat 11/6/1873 Temperance
1873 OST 0515.30 Anchor Division No 19 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Castlemaine 23/7/1873 Temperance
1873 OST 0541.04 Williamston Division No 93 Order of Sons of Temperance OST Williamstown 1/10/1873 Temperance
1873 ANA 0632.1 Melbourne Branch No 1 Australian Natives Association ANA Melbourne 22/9/1873
1873 ANA 0632.2 Victoria Branch No 2 Australian Natives Association ANA Collingwood 20/11/1873
1873 HACBS 0657.01Ballarat No 2 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Ballarat 2/7/1873 Catholic
1873 HACBS 0657.06 Ballarat District Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Ballarat 29/7/1873 Catholic
1873 HACBS 0657.07 Koroit No 15 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Koroit 10/3/1873 Catholic
1873 HACBS 0657.10 Maryborough No 46 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Maryborough 25/7/1873 Catholic
1873 HACBS 0657.18 St Augustine No 66 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Nagambie 29/11/1873 Catholic
1873 HACBS 0657 (31) Saint Kilians No 4 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Sandhurst 28/1/1873 Catholic
1873 HACBS 0657 (47) Saint Marys Star of the Sea No 12 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Melbourne 20/5/1873 Catholic
1873 HACBS 0657.49 St Patrick's No 44 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Daylesford 8/1/1873 Catholic
1873 HACBS 0657.53 St Patrick's No 72 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Talbot 7/4/1873 Catholic
1873 HACBS 0657 (54) Saint Patricks No 77 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Kilmore 8/5/1873 Catholic

16 of 48



APPENDIX  A

YEAR ACRONYM REGISTRAR'S REFERENCE NUMBER PLACE REGISTER TEMPERANCE FAITH SEX DIVIDING JUVENILE
& NAME DATE SOCIETY

1873 HACBS 0657.63 Wangaratta Branch No 48 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Wangaratta 1/5/1873 Catholic
1873 AOF 0735 Court Victoria No 1007 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Sandhurst, Diamond Hill 16/1/1873
1873 OST 0736 Ballarat Grand Division No 3 Daughters of Temperance OST Ballarat East 24/1/1873 Temperance Female
1873 IOR 0737 Hope of Greensborough No 169 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Greensborough 14/2/1873 Temperance
1873 OSA 0738 Geelong Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Geelong 27/3/1873
1873 OST 0739 Melbourne Division No 25 Sons of Temperance OST Melbourne 18/4/1873 Temperance
1873 MUIOOF 0740 Loyal Prince Alfred Lodge No 5626 No 8 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Brighton 18/4/1873
1873 GUOOF 0815 Star of Lake Bolac Lodge No 1405 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Lake Bolac 1/1/1873
1873 UAOD 0884 Loyal Canterbury Lodge United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD South Yarra 29/1/1873
1873 IOOF 0909 Phoenix Lodge (Geelong) Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Geelong 26/9/1873
1873 IOOF 0914 Loyal Devonshire Lodge Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF (AIOOF) Castlemaine 4/2/1873
1873 GUOOF 0945 Olive Branch Lodge No 1406 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF California Gully 14/7/1873
1873 GUOOF 0946 Excelsior Lodge No 1404 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Rosedale 11/10/1873
1873 GUOOF 0947 Speedwell Lodge No 1407 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Walhalla 27/10/1873
1873 IOR 0950 Hope of Moorabbin Tent No 150 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Moorabbin 17/9/1873 Temperance
1873 IOR 0951 Mount Battery Tent No 181 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Mansfield 17/9/1873 Temperance
1873 ATABS 0952 St Marys Australasian Total Abstinence Benefit Society Geelong 5/5/1873 Temperance
1873 IOR 0953 Star of the Wimmera No 185 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Horsham 7/5/1873 Temperance
1873 IOR 0954 North Fitzroy Tent No 189 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Fitzroy, Nicholson Street 10/5/1873 Temperance
1873 IOR 0955 Palm Branch Tent No 167 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Black Flat 15/5/1873 Temperance
1873 OSA 0958 Argyll Lodge No 6 Order of St Andrew OSA Sandridge 3/6/1873
1873 MUIOOF 0959 Loyal Goulburne Valley Lodge No 5718 Ovens & Murray District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Nagambie 4/6/1873
1873 IOS 0960 Independent Order of Shepherdesses IOS Hotham 4/6/1873 Female
1873 OSA 0961 Whittlesea Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Whittlesea 9/6/1873
1873 OSA 0962 Carlton Lodge No 9 Order of St Andrew OSA Carlton 11/6/1873
1873 OSA 0963 Heather Bell Lodge No 19 Order of St Andrew OSA Stawell 12/6/1873
1873 OST 0965 National Division Sons of Temperance OST Ballarat 27/6/1873 Temperance
1873 MUIOOF 0966 Loyal Avenel Lodge No 5719 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Avenel 14/7/1873
1873 MUIOOF 0968 Amherst Lodge No 4931 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Talbot 25/7/1873
1873 IOR 0969 Guildford Tent No 116 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Guildford 1/8/1873 Temperance
1873 IOR 0970 Laurel Tent No 137 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Sandhurst, Golden Square 1/8/1873 Temperance
1873 IOR 0971 Star of Longford Tent No 162 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Lockwood 1/8/1873 Temperance
1873 IOR 0972 Star of Mornington Tent No 177 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Moorooduc 1/8/1873 Temperance
1873 IOR 0973 Herald of Peace Tent No 180 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Sandhurst 1/8/1873 Temperance
1873 IOR 0974 Glen Iris Tent No 187 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Glen Iris 1/8/1873 Temperance
1873 IOR 0975 Child of Providence Tent No 191 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Cathcart 1/8/1873 Temperance
1873 IOR 0976 Gisborne Pioneer Tent No 192 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Gisborne 1/8/1873 Temperance
1873 MUIOOF 0977 Loyal Omeo Lodge No 5722 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Omeo 5/8/1873
1873 AOF 0978 Court Happy Home No 3009 United Melbourne District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Melbourne 7/8/1873
1873 OSA 0982 Victoria Lodge No 17 Order of St Andrew OSA Melbourne West 15/9/1873
1873 AUOM 0983 Australasian United Order of Musicians Melbourne 15/9/1873
1873 OSA 0984 Preston Lodge No 29 Order of St Andrew OSA Preston 25/9/1873
1873 IOOF 0985 Loyal Sandhurst Lodge No 68 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Sandhurst 26/9/1873
1873 WCMMPSV 0986 Warehousemen and Clerks Medical Provident Society of Victoria Melbourne 29/9/1873
1873 OSA 0987 Oakleigh Lodge No 27 Order of St Andrew OSA Mulgrave 4/10/1873
1873 MUIOOF 0988 Loyal Star of Windsor No 10 South Melbourne District Lodge No 5721 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Windsor 13/10/1873
1873 AOF 0989 Court Royal Oak No 1008 Sandhurst District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Sandhurst, Ironbark 14/10/1873
1873 IOR 0992 Prince of Wales Tent No 86 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Mount Moriac 29/10/1873 Temperance
1873 IOR 0993 Rising Sun Tent No 172 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Coghill's Creek 29/10/1873 Temperance
1873 IOR 0994 Flower of the Forest Tent No 188 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Bungaree 29/10/1873 Temperance
1873 IOR 0995 Reform Tent No 159 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Sebastian 29/10/1873 Temperance
1873 IOOF 0996 Zions Hill Tent No 174 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Heidelberg 29/10/1873
1873 OSA 0998 Fitzroy LodgeNo 13 Order of St Andrew OSA Fitzroy 11/11/1873
1873 OSA 0999 Prahran Lodge No 8 Order of St Andrew OSA Prahran 11/11/1873
1873 MUIOOF 1000 Loyal Caledonia Lodge No 72 Port Phillip District, No 5716 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Queenstown 5/12/1873
1873 AOF 1001 Court Enterprise No 1010 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Kangaroo Flat 9/12/1873
1873 OSA 1002 Sir William Wallace Lodge No 33 Order of St Andrew OSA Steiglitz 13/12/1873
1873 OSA 1003 Ballarat Lodge No 2 Order of St Andrew OSA Ballarat 12/12/1873
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1873 OSA 1004 Blue Bell Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Guildford 12/12/1873
1873 OSA 1005 Clunes Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Clunes 12/12/1873
1873 AOF 1006 Royal Alfred No 4851 Ovens & Murray United District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Eldorado 13/12/1873
1873 CDMAS 1007 Castlemaine District Miners Accident Society Castlemaine 18/12/1873
1873 OSA 1008 Caledonia Lodge No 11 Order of St Andrew OSA Castlemaine 19/12/1873
1873 AMBAIA 1009 Australian Medical Benefit Assurance and Investment Association Melbourne 22/12/1973
1873 UAOD 1107 Star of Victoria Lodge No 35 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Warrnambool 26/4/1873
1873 UAOD 1108 Caractacus Lodge No 37 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Eaglehawk 3/6/1873
1873 UAOD 1109 Iceni Lodge No 36 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Richmond 11/7/1873
1873 UAOD 1110 Australia Felix Lodge No 29 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Flemington 5/8/1873
1873 UAOD 1111 Star of Belfast Lodge United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Belfast 5/8/1873
1873 UAOD 1112 Eldorado Lodge No 38 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Sandhurst 29/10/1873
1873 UAOD 1113 Kent Lodge United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Carlton 27/11/1873
1873 UAOD 1114 Mona LodgeNo 20 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Hotham 19/2/1873
1873 UAOD 1115 Charnwood Lodge No 40 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Fitzroy 11/9/1873
1873 UAOD 1118 Loyal Greensborough Lodge No 25 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Greensborough 26/4/1873
1873 UAOD 1119 Quartzopolis Lodge No 34 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Sandhurst 24/3/1873
1873 UAOD 1120 Myrtle Lodge No 42 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne West 29/10/1873
1873 IOOF 1135 Washington Lodge No 72 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Carlton 1/5/1873
1873 AOF 1139 Court Jika Jika No 5503 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Fitzroy North 13/9/1873
1873 AOF 1140 Court Arthurs Seat no 4608 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Dromana 25/11/1873
1873 OSA 1151 Lord Seafield Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Melbourne, Franklin St 10/1/1873
1873 OSA 1152 Williamstown Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Williamstown 13/5/1873
1873 OSA 1157 Thistle Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Talbot 27/3/1873
1873 OSA 1158 Inglewood Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Inglewood 5/6/1873
1873 AOS 1164 Sanctuary Duke of Edinburgh No 4706 Ancient Order of Shepherds AOS Portarlington 10/3/1873
1874 PAFS 0419.04 Loyal Blue Lodge No 28 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Koroit 6/5/1874 Protestant
1874 PAFS 0419.17 Gippsland Lodge No 30 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Sale 7/2/1874 Protestant
1874 PAFS 0419.24 Loyal Pleasant Creek Lodge No 29 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Stawell 6/5/1874 Protestant
1874 OST 0515.31 We Hope to Conquer Division No 97 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Barry's Reef 12/4/1874 Temperance
1874 OST 0515.32 Helping Hand Division No 27 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of TemperanceOST Blackwood 17/6/1874 Temperance
1874 OST 0515.33 Hope of St Arnaud Division No 100 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST St Arnaud 26/7/1874 Temperance
1874 OST 0515.34 Princess Louisa Junior Division No 28 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Daughters of Temperance OST Smythesdale 5/9/1874 Temperance Female Juvenile
1874 OST 0541.05 Broadford Grand Division No 102 Sons of Temperance OST Broadford 20/11/1874 Temperance
1874 OST 0541.06 Echuca Division No 100 Sons of Temperance OST Echuca 27/11/1874 Temperance
1874 ANA 0632.3 Ballarat Branch No 4 Australian Natives Association ANA Ballarat 10/9/1874
1874 ANA 0632.4 Sandhurst Branch No 5 Australian Natives Association ANA Sandhurst 10/9/1874
1874 HACBS 0657.11Navigators No 26 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Navigators 11/11/1874 Catholic
1874 HACBS 0657.12 Pleasant Creek No? Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Pleasant Creek 1874? Catholic
1874 HACBS 0657 (14)Smythesdale Branch No 18 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Smythesdale 11/11/1874 Catholic
1874 HACBS 0657.19 St Augustine No 30 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Chewton 29/1/1874 Catholic
1874 HACBS 0657.25 St George No 27 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Fitzroy 11/11/1874 Catholic
1874 HACBS 0657 (43) Saint Marys No 92 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Dandenong 29/7/1874 Catholic
1874 HACBS 0657 (44) Saint Marys No 84 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Sale 11/11/1874 Catholic
1874 HACBS 0657 (45) Saint Marys No 94 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Hamilton 11/11/1874 Catholic
1874 HACBS 0657 (48) Saint Monicas No 22 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Essendon 24/3/1874 Catholic
1874 HACBS 0657.57 St Peter's No 83 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Growler's Creek 29/1/1874 Catholic
1874 SPS 0828 Melbourne District St Patrick's Benefit Society SPS Melbourne 1/5/1874
1874 GUOOF 0948 Loyal Wodonga Lodge No 1408 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Wodonga 5/8/1874
1874 SPS 1010 Melbourne Branch No 1 St Patricks Benefit Society Melbourne 6/1/1874
1874 OSA 1011 Kara Kara LodgeNo 32 Order of St Andrew OSA St Arnaud 16/1/1874
1874 IOR 1012 Heart and Hand Tent No 125 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Goldsborough 7/1/1874 Temperance
1874 IOR 1013 Flagstaff Tent No 175 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Melbourne  7/2/1874 Temperance
1874 IOR 1014 Rose of the Dale Tent No 194 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Rosedale 7/2/1874 Temperance
1874 IOR 1015 Mt Franklin Tent No 197 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Franklinford 7/2/1874 Temperance
1874 IOR 1016 Casterton and Glenelg Tent No 199 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Casterton 7/2/1874 Temperance
1874 IOOF 1017 Loyal Standard Lodge No 64 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Prahran 20/2/1874
1874 OSA 1018 Sandhurst Lodge No 21 Order of St Andrew OSA Sandhurst 9/3/1874

18 of 48



APPENDIX  A

YEAR ACRONYM REGISTRAR'S REFERENCE NUMBER PLACE REGISTER TEMPERANCE FAITH SEX DIVIDING JUVENILE
& NAME DATE SOCIETY

1874 IOOF 1019 Loyal Hand of Friendship Lodge No 79 Sandhurst Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Sandhurst 9/4/1874
1874 IOOF 1020 Loyal Buckingham Lodge No 75 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Footscray 16/4/1874
1874 BHMAS 1021 Berwick and Harkaway Mutual Aid Society Berwick 24/4/1874
1874 IOOF 1022 Loyal Carlton Lodge No 74 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Fitzroy 1/5/174
1874 IOR 1023 Hope of Eltham Tent No 195 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Eltham 13/5/1874 Temperance
1874 IOOF 1024 Loyal Excelsion Lodge No 76 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Smythesdale 20/5/1874
1874 AOF 1025 Court Perserverance No 5450 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Buckland Upper 20/5/1874
1874 IOOF 1026 Loyal Yarraville Lodge No 73 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Footscray South 1/6/1874
1874 IOR 1028 Bon Accord Tent No 186 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Mitta Mitta 8/6/1874 Temperance
1874 IOOF 1029 Loyal Ballarat Lodge No 20 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Ballarat 16/6/1874
1874 IOOF 1030 Loyal Prince Arthur Lodge No 78 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Carlton 16/6/1874
1874 IOOF 1031 Loyal Richmond Lodge No 80 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Richmond 16/6/1874
1874 IOOF 1032 Loyal West Melbourne Lodge No 77 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Melbourne 19/6/1874
1874 OSA 1034 Collingwood Lodge No 3 Order of St Andrew OSA Collingwood 22/6/1874
1874 OSA 1035 Unity Golden Square Lodge No 31 Order of St Andrew OSA Sandhurst 6/7/1874
1874 IOOF 1036 Loyal Philanthropic Lodge No 71 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Williamstown 10/7/1974
1874 AIOOF 1037 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows AIOOF Ballarat 17/7/1874
1874 SPS 1038 Collingwood No 4 St Patricks Society SPS Collingwood 22/7/1874
1874 IOR 1039 Western Pioneer Tent No 44 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Melbourne 13/8/1874 Temperance
1874 BUFSMI 1040 Bendigo United Friendly Societies Medical Institute Sandhurst 10/9/1874
1874 AOF 1042 Ancient Order of Foresters in Victoria AOF Ballarat 28/9/1874
1874 IOOF 1044 Loyal Golden Square Lodge No 81 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Sandhurst 13/10/1874
1874 IOR 1045 Endeavour Tent No 196 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Wangaratta 26/11/1874 Temperance
1874 IOR 1046 Hope of Flemington Tent No 82 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Hotham 26/11/1874 Temperance
1874 IOR 1047 Try Again Tent No 198 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Briagolong 26/11/1874 Temperance
1874 IOR 1048 Crusader Tent No 190 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Wodonga 1/12/1874 Temperance
1874 IOOF 1049 Loyal Aurora Lodge No 82 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Corindhap 2/12/1874
1874 UAOD 1116 Ivy Lodge No 43 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Geelong 9/1/1874
1874 UAOD 1117 Bendigo Lodge No 44 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Sandhurst, Iron Bark 20/8/1874
1874 AOF 1141 Court Rochester No 4719 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Rochester 19/6/1874
1874 AOF 1142 Court Pride of St.Arnaud No 4869 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF St Arnaud 4/8/1874
1874 OSA 1153 Border Lodge No 34 Order of St Andrew OSA Echuca 7/4/1874
1874 OSA 1154 Epping Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Epping 4/11/1874
1874 OSA 1159 Pride of Scotia Lodge No 15 Order of St Andrew OSA Melbourne 16/6/1874
1874 OSA 1160 Castle Douglas Lodge No 14 Order of St Andrew OSA Happy Valley 17/8/1874
1874 OSA 1161 Abbotsford Lodge No 16 Order of St Andrew OSA Maryborough 17/8/1874
1874 AORF 1162 Court Royal Standard No 1101 Ancient Order of Royal Foresters Melbourne 1874?
1875 OST 0515.35 Nil Desperandum Division No 101 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Donald 30/7/1875 Temperance
1875 OST 0515.36 Hope On, Hope Ever Division No 29 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST St Arnaud 13/11/1875 Temperance
1875 OST 0541.07 Hotham Division No 104 Sons of Temperance OST Hotham 10/3/1875 Temperance
1875 OST 0541.08 Emerald Hill Division No 97 Sons of Temperance OST Emerald Hill 22/6/1875 Temperance
1875 OST 0541.09 Phoenix Division No 95  Sons of Temperance OST Collingwood 2/8/1875 Temperance
1875 HACBS 0657.62 Swanwater Branch No 101 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Swanwater 2/4/1875 Catholic
1875 IOR 1050 Star of Hope Tent No 200 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Dookie South 1/2/1875 Temperance
1875 IOR 1051 John Gough Tent No 184 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Chiltern 23/2/1875 Temperance
1875 MUIOOF 1052 Loyal Blackwood Lodge No 5724 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Blackwood, Barry's Reef 1/3/1875
1875 AIOOF 1053 Ancient Independent Order of Oddfellows Ballarat 6/3/1875
1875 IOOF 1054 Loyal Melbourne Lodge No 83 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Melbourne, Russell St 13/4/1875
1875 IOOF 1055 Loyal Livingstone Lodge No 85 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Melbourne, Bourke St 13/4/1875
1875 AOF 1056 Clunes District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Clunes 20/4/1875
1875 MMBS 1057 Mercantile Mutual Benefit Society Prahran 5/5/1875
1875 MUIOOF 1058 Loyal Murchison Lodge No 5727 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Murchison 26/6/1875
1875 OSA 1059 Melbourne Lodge No 1 Order of St Andrew OSA Melbourne 12/7/1875
1875 MUIOOF 1060 Loyal Rose of Donald Lodge No 4900 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Donald 13/8/1875
1875 IOOF 1061 Loyal Brunswick Lodge No 84 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Brunswick 21/7/1875
1875 OSA 1062 Emerald Hill Lodge No 2 Order of St Andrew OSA Emerald Hill 4/8/1875
1875 SPS 1063 Prahran and St Kilda No 7 St Patricks Society SPS Prahran 17/8/1875 Catholic
1875 IOOF 1064 Loyal Rodney Lodge No 86 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Echuca 25/8/1875
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1875 IOOF 1065 Independent Order of Foresters Independent Order of Foresters IOOF Creswick 28/8/1875
1875 MUIOOF 1066 Loyal Canterbury Lodge Collingwood No 5634 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Collingwood, Smith St 12/10/1875
1875 IOR 1067 Good Result Tent No 207 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Shepparton 17/11/1875 Temperance
1875 IOR 1068 County of Gladstone Tent No 212 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Charlton East 17/11/1875 Temperance
1875 IOR 1069 Runnymede Tent No 205 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Runnymede 17/11/1875 Temperance
1875 IOOF 1070 Loyal United Brothers Lodge No 87 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Fitzroy 20/11/1875
1875 SPS 1071 Kew and Hawthorn No 5 St Patricks Society SPS Kew 26/11/1875 Catholic
1875 IOR 1072 Yandoit Tent No 209 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Yandoit 26/11/1875 Temperance
1875 GUOOF 1101 Toolamba Lodge No 1409 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Toolamba 16/1/1875
1875 UAOD 1128 Phoenix Lodge No 45 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Sandridge 30/10/1875
1875 MUIOOF 1133 Loyal Merino Lodge No 4940 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Merino 15/12/1875
1875 IOOF 1136 Loyal United Brothers Lodge No 87 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Fitzroy North 25/8/1875
1876 GUOFG 0286d Collingwood Lodge No 13 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Collingwood 14/6/1876
1876 GUOFG 0286e Campaspe Lodge No 11 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Runnymede 14/6/1876
1876 GUOFG 0286f Murray Lodge No 8 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Echuca 12/5/1876
1876 GUOFG 0286G Emerald Lodge No 12 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners of Australia GUOFG Emerald Hill 23/6/1876
1876 GUOFG 0286H Star of Richmond Lodge No 14 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners of Australia GUOFG Richmond 21/12/1876
1876 GUOFG 0286k King Solomon Lodge No 9 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Prahran 15/9/1876
1876 PAFS 0419.07 Loyal City of Collingwood Lodge No 40 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Collingwood 12/12/1876 Protestant
1876 PAFS 0419.18 Loyal Governor Walker Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Fitzroy 24/6/1876 Protestant
1876 PAFS 0419.21 Loyal John Knox Lodge No 39 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Hawthorn 8/6/1876 Protestant
1876 PAFS 0419.31 Loyal British Lodge No 33 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Warrnambool 21/4/1876 Protestant
1876 OST 0515.37 Bee Hive Division No 98 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Ross Creek 1/5/1876 Temperance
1876 OST 0515.38 Excelsior Union Division No 28 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Donald 8/7/1876 Temperance
1876 IOR 0515.39 East Charlton Division No 104 Ballaarat Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance OST Charlton East 16/9/1876 Temperance
1876 ANA 0632.5 Geelong Branch No 6 Australian Natives Association ANA Geelong 20/4/1876
1876 HACBS 0657 (13) Portland Branch No. 120 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Portland 26/10/1876 Catholic
1876 HACBS 0657.23 St Bernard No 113 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS St Arnaud 22/2/1876 Catholic
1876 HACBS 0657.32 St John's No 88 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Trentham East 22/2/1876 Catholic
1876 HACBS 0657.33 St Mary's ‐ not activated Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS n/a 1876? Catholic
1876 HACBS 0657 (34) Saint Marys No 53 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Echuca 25/8/1876 Catholic
1876 HACBS 0657.36 St Mary's No 42 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Ararat 20/11/1876 Catholic
1876 HACBS 0657.66 St Patrick's No? Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Horsham 22/2/1876 Catholic
1876 OST 0682.2 Star of Hope Division No 19 Daughters of Temperance Melbourne Grand Division Sons of Temperance OST Fitzroy 16/10/1876 Temperance Female
1876 PMBS 1073 Protestant Mutual Benefit Society Ballarat 8/2/1876 Protestant
1876 CMBSA 1074 Central Mutual Benefit Society of Australasia Castlemaine 22/4/1876
1876 HACBS 1075 Saint Josephs No 2 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Collingwood 29/4/1876 Catholic
1876 WUFSD 1076 Williamstown United Friendly Societies Dispensary Williamstown 1/5/1876
1876 MUIOOF 1077 Loyal East Charlton Lodge No 4730 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Charlton East 16/5/1876
1876 MUIOOF 1078 Loyal Minerva Lodge No 5720 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Emerald Hill 19/5/1876
1876 HACBS 1079 Saint Marys No 28 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Castlemaine 7/6/1876 Catholic
1876 MUIOOF 1080 Loyal Stawell Lodge No 5723 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Stawell 26/7/1876
1876 IOR 1081 Alexandra Tent No 204 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Alexandra 1/8/1876 Temperance
1876 IOOF 1082 Loyal Prince of Wales Lodge No 88 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Carlton North 25/9/1876
1876 VMBS 1083 Victorian Mutual Benefit Society Ballarat 4/10/1876
1876 IOR 1084 Loyal Haddon Tent No 208 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Haddon 9/12/1876 Temperance
1876 GUOOF 1102 Loyal Perserverance Lodge No 1571 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Sandhurst 4/1/1876
1876 GUOOF 1103 Baringhup Lodge No 1573 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Baringhup 12/7/1876
1876 GUOOF 1104 Pride of Horsham Lodge No 1572 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Horsham 3/8/1876
1876 GUOOF 1105 Kyneton Lodge No 1574 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Kyneton 9/9/1876
1876 UAOD 1121 Noah Ark Lodge No 46 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Ararat 31/3/1876
1876 UAOD 1122 Charnwood Lodge no 48 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD St Kilda 10/8/1876
1876 IOOF 1137 Loyal St Crispin Lodge No 89 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Collingwood 29/5/1876
1877 GUOFG 0286I Southern Cross (later Malvern) Lodge No 6 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners of Australia GUOFG Prahran 5/2/1877
1877 GUOFG 0286J Royal Charter Lodge No 15 (later Port Melbourne) Grand United Order of Free Gardeners of Australia GUOFG Sandridge 7/9/1877
1877 GUOFG 0286l Bendigo Lodge No 7 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Sandhurst 19/10/1877
1877 GUOFG 0286m Hotham Lodge No 10 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Hotham 10/12/1877
1877 OST 0541.10 Romsey Division No 103 Sons of Temperance OST Lancefield 5/4/1877 Temperance
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1877 OST 0541.11 Carlton Division Order of Sons of Temperance OST Carlton, Rathdown Street 18/5/1877 Temperance
1877 OST 0541.12 Our Future Hope Essendon Order of Sons of Temperance OST Essendon 20/7/1877 Temperance
1877 OST 0541.13 Evening Star Division No 21 Sons of Temperance OST Costerfield 4/10/1877 Temperance
1877 HACBS 0657 (15) Saint Ambrose No 59 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Woodend 15/10/1877 Catholic
1877 HACBS 0657.38 St Mary's No 124 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Sunbury 27/4/1877 Catholic
1877 VFS 1085 Victorian Friendly Society Ballarat 26/1/1877
1877 AOF 1086 Forest of Dean No 5504 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Sandridge 5/3/1877
1877 IOOF 1087 Loyal St Crispin Lodge No 89 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Collingwood 11/4/1877
1877 HTAS 1088 Horsham Total Abstinence Society Horsham 8/5/1877 Temperance
1877 IOR 1089 Healesville Tent No 82 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Healesville 9/5/1877 Temperance
1877 IOR 1090 Olive Tent No 215 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Barnes Reef 9/5/1877 Temperance
1877 IOR 1091 Mooroopna Branch Tent No 223 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Mooroopna 9/5/1877 Temperance
1877 AOF 1092 Court St Hubert No 5506 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Sale 8/6/1877
1877 IOOF 1093 Loyal Wimmera Lodge No 91 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Stawell 16/6/1877
1877 IOOF 1094 Loyal Hawthorn Lodge No 92 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Hawthorn 21/7/1877
1877 IOOF 1095 Loyal Frederick Lodge No 90 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Richmond North 21/7/1877
1877 IOR 1096 Test of Avenel Tent No 220 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Avenel 3/8/1877 Temperance
1877 IOR 1097 Mountaineer Tent No 206 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Grant 3/8/1877 Temperance
1877 AOF 1098 Court Queenscliff No 4124 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Queenscliffe 21/9/1877
1877 MUIOOF 1099 Loyal Marquis of Lorne Lodge No 5717 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Casterton 5/11/1877
1877 MUIOOF 1100 Loyal Dimboola Lodge No 6157 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Dimboola 26/11/1877
1877 GUOOF 1106 Loyal Cope Cope Lodge No 1575 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Cope Cope 18/4/1877
1877 UAOD 1123 Ivy Lodge No 50 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Footscray 4/6/1877
1877 UAOD 1124 Olive Leaf Lodge No 53 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Carlton 20/7/1877
1877 UAOD 1125 Norma Lodge No 51 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Collingwood 25/7/1877
1877 UAOD 1126 Boadicea Lodge No 54 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Richmond 7/9/1877
1877 UAOD 1127 Grampian Lodge No 52 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Stawell 5/10/1877
1877 UAOD 1129 Salisbury Lodge No 49 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Emerald Hill 3/5/1877
1877 IOOF 1138 Loyal Empress of India Lodge No 95 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Fitzroy North 10/12/1877
1877 OSA 1155 Brighton Lodge Order of St Andrew OSA Brighton 22/1/1877
1878 IOR 1134 Lauraville Tent No 201 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Lauraville 17/1/1878 Temperance
1878 IOR 1165 Hope of Carlton Female Tent No 13 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Carlton 6/3/1878 Temperance Female
1878 IOR 1166 Concord Tent No 1409 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR not recorded 19/3/1878 Temperance
1878 IOR 1167 Excelsior Women's Tent No 7 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Ballarat 28/2/1878 Temperance Female
1878 UAOD 1168 Pendragon Lodge No 74 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Carlton 27/5/1878
1878 UAOD 1169 Avebury Lodge No 76 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Fitzroy North 27/5/1878
1878 UAOD 1170 Star Lodge No 75 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Prahran 20/7/1878
1878 UAOD 1171 Excelsior Lodge No 83 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne West 30/7/1878
1878 UAOD 1172 Standard Lodge No 82 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne East 8/8/1878
1878 AOF 1173 Court Freedom Clunes District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Clunes 17/8/1878
1878 IOOF 1174 Loyal Goulburn Valley Lodge No 93 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Mooroopna 4/9/1878
1878 IOOF 1175 Loyal Colfax Lodge No 94 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Richmond 4/9/1878
1878 IOOF 1176 Loyal Lincoln Lodge No 96 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Fitzroy 8/10/1878
1878 IOR 1177 Heyfield Tent No 228 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Heyfield 13/12/1878 Temperance
1878 BDMAS 1178 Bendigo District Miners Accident Society Sandhurst 21/12/1878
1879 PMBS 1179 No 1 Branch Protestant Mutual Benefit Society Ballarat 12/2/1879 Protestant
1879 PMBS 1180 No 2 Branch Protestant Mutual Benefit Society Ballarat 12/2/1879 Protestant
1879 PMBS 1181 No 3 Branch Protestant Mutual Benefit Society Sebastopol 12/2/1879 Protestant
1879 IOOF 1182 Loyal Harmony Lodge No 98 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Carlton 28/2/1879
1879 GUOOF 1183 East Trentham Lodge No 1576 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Trentham East 10/3/1879
1879 GUOFG 1184 The Ivy Lodge Grand United Order of Free Gardeners of Australasia GUOFG Bacchus Marsh 29/4/1879
1879 UAOD 1185 Caradoc Lodge No 86 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Hotham 9/5/1879
1879 UAOD 1186 Wangate Lodge No 87 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Collingwood 9/5/1879
1879 UAOD 1187 Holly Lodge No 89 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Carlton 9/5/1879
1879 IOR 1188 Star of Warrnambool Tent No 236 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Warracknabeal 29/5/1879 Temperance
1879 ANA 1189 Prahran No 8 Australian Natives Association ANA Prahran 13/6/1879
1879 HACBS 1190 Coleraine Branch No 146 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Coleraine 10/7/1879 Catholic
1879 GUOFG 1191 Prince of Wales Lodge No 16 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Williamstown 22/7/1879
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1879 UAOD 1192 Teutonia Lodge No 90 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne East 8/8/1879
1879 UAOD 1193 Mercias Lodge No 92 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Hotham 8/8/1879
1879 GUOOF 1194 Marquis of Normanby Lodge No 1581 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Fitzroy 20/8/1879
1879 GUOOF 1195 Kensington Union Lodge No 1579 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Hotham 20/8/1879
1879 GUOOF 1196 Rose of Richmond Lodge No 1578 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Richmond 26/8/1879
1879 AOF 1197 Court Merry Foresters No 3880 United Grenville District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Carngham 30/8/1879
1879 MSCPU 1198 Melbourne & Suburban Cabmens Protective Union Melbourne  4/9/1879
1879 IOOF 1199 Loyal Agincourt Lodge No 100 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Collingwood 19/9/1879
1879 GUOOF 1200 Rose of Yarraville Lodge No 1580 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Yarraville 17/10/1879
1880 IOR 1201 Kangerong Tent No 245 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Dromana 13/1/1880 Temperance
1880 MUIOOF 1202 Loyal Garvoc Lodge No 5633 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Panmure 18/3/1880
1880 ANA 1203 Creswick Branch No 11 Australian Natives Association ANA Creswick 23/3/1880
1880 IOR 1204 The Peace and Unity Tent No 231 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Hexham 23/3/1880 Temperance
1880 IOR 1205 Fryers Tent No 237 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Fryerstown 21/4/1880 Temperance
1880 MUIOOF 1206 Loyal Allansford Lodge No 5368 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Allansford 23/4/1880
1880 UAOD 1207 King Harold No 101 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD not recorded 26/4/1880
1880 MUIOOF 1208 Loyal Kerang Lodge No 6156 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Kerang 28/4/1880
1880 MUIOOF 1209 Loyal Byaduk Lodge No 5359 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Byaduk 11/5/1880
1880 IOOF 1210 Loyal Shepparton Lodge no 102 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Shepparton 11/5/1880
1880 MUIOOF 1211 Loyal Rose of Denmark Lodge No 5130 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Chilwell 26/5/1880
1880 MUIOOF 1212 LoyalHeart of Friendship Lodge No 5726 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Swan Hill 1/6/1880
1880 OST 1213 National Division Sons of Temperance OST Melbourne 1/5/1880 Temperance
1880 MUIOOF 1214 Loyal Nunawading Lodge No 5542 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Nunawading 14/6/1880
1880 ANA 1215 Stawell Branch No 10 Australian Natives Association ANA Stawell 16/6/1880
1880 UAOD 1216 Una Lodge No 105 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Carlton 28/6/1880
1880 UAOD 1217 Normanby Lodge No 106 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Sandridge 28/6/1880
1880 MUIOOF 1218 Loyal Dandenong Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Dandenong 8/7/1880
1880 IOOF 1219 Loyal Enfield Lodge No 27 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Durham Lead 9/8/1880
1880 OST 1220 Iron Band Division Sons of Temperance OST Wedderburn 24/8/1880 Temperance
1880 MUIOOF 1221 Loyal Sir Walter Scott Lodge No 5715 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Elmore 10/9/1880
1880 MUIOOF 1222 Loyal Macarthur Lodge No 5183 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Macarthur 18/9/1880
1880 IOR 1223 Never Surrender Tent No 239 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Harrietville 29/9/1880 Temperance
1880 IOOF 1224 Loyal Abbotsford Lodge No 97 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Abbotsford 12/10/1880
1880 IOOF 1225 Loyal Spring Hill Lodge No 101 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Creswick 12/10/1880
1880 OST 1226 Horsham Division Sons of Temperance OST Horsham 26/10/1880 Temperance
1880 UAOD 1227 Laurel Lodge No 118 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD South Yarra 25/11/1880
1880 RUFSD 1228 Richmond United Friendly Societies Dispensary Richmond 26/11/1880
1880 GUOOF 1229 Exhibition Lodge No 1583 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Fitzroy 30/11/1880
1880 GUOOF 1230 City of Ballarat Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Ballarat 30/11/1880
1880 BUFSD 1231 Ballarat United Friendly Societies Dispensary Ballarat 3/12/1880
1880 MUIOOF 1232 Loyal Welcome Juvenile Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF  Melbourne  14/12/1880
1881 OST 1233 City Division Sons of Temperance OST Melbourne 28/1/1881 Temperance
1881 GUOOF 1234 Mooroopna Lodge No 1586 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Mooroopna 26/5/1881
1881 GUOOF 1235 Crown of Success Lodge No 1588 Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Footscray 26/5/1881
1881 UAOD 1236 Universal Lodge No 122 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Clifton Hill 14/6/1881
1881 UAOD 1237 Crescent Lodge No 124 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD North Melbourne 14/6/1881
1881 UAOD 1238 Rising Sun Lodge No 125 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Carlton North 14/6/1881
1881 IOR 1239 Mount Rouse Tent No 242 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Penshurst 22/6/1881 Temperance
1881 UAOD 1240 Cambria Lodge No 126 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne 22/8/1881
1881 UAOD 1241 Centennial Lodge No 127 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Collingwood 22/8/1881
1881 IOOF 1242 Loyal Murtoa Lodge No 103 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Murtoa 6/9/1881
1881 GUOFG 1243 Ballarat Lodge No 18 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Ballarat 14/9/1881
1881 MUIOOF 1244 Loyal Kirkstall Lodge No 6160 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Kirkstall 28/9/1881
1881 GUOOF 1245 Loyal Mechanic Lodge No 1592 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Melbourne 18/10/1881
1881 ANA 1246 Clunes Branch No 12 Australian Natives Association ANA Clunes 17/11/1881
1881 GUOOF 1247 Goldbrook Lodge No 2248 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Carisbrook 26/11/1881
1881 GUOOF 1248 New Province Lodge No 1594 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Traralgon 1/12/1881
1881 OST 1249 St Marys Division Sons of Temperance Caulfield  10/12/1881 Temperance
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1881 MUIOOF 1250 Loyal ? Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Colac 15/12/1881
1881 CFUFSD 1251 Collingwood & Fitzroy United Friendly Societies Dispensary Fitzroy 17/12/1881
1881 IOR 1252 Hope of Wandin Tent No 246 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Wandon Yallock 17/12/1881 Temperance
1881 ANA 1253 Daylesford Branch No 13 Australian Natives Association ANA Daylesford 21/12/1881
1881 ANA 1254 Horsham Branch No 14 Australian Natives Association ANA Horsham 21/12/1881
1882 PAFS 1255 Loyal Governor Walker Lodge No 38 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Collingwood 11/1/1882 Protestant
1882 PAFS 1256 Loyal South Yarra Lodge No 42 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS South Melbourne 11/1/1882 Protestant
1882 MUIOOF 1257 Loyal Lancefield Lodge No 6161 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Lancefield 24/1/1882
1882 UAOD 1258 Golden Sickle Lodge No 135 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Brighton West 2/2/1882
1882 UAOD 1259 Yarraberg Lodge No 136 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Richmond North 2/2/1882
1882 UAOD 1260 Tara Lodge No 137 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne West 2/2/1882
1882 UAOD 1261 Ivanhoe Lodge No 138 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Fitzroy 2/2/1882
1882 UAOD 1262 Cymri Lodge No 143 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Carlton 2/2/1882
1882 IOR 1263 Murtoa Standard Tent No 252 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Murtoa 4/2/1882 Temperance
1882 AOF 1264 Court Victor No 5292 Ovens & Murray United District Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Yarrawonga 30/3/1882
1882 MUIOOF 1265 Loyal Tatura Lodge No 6163 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Tatura 1/3/1882
1882 MUIOOF 1266 Loyal Rose of Allandale Lodge No 6164 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Allandale 9/3/1882
1882 MUIOOF 1267 Loyal Wunghnu Lodge No 6166 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Wunghnu 19/4/1882
1882 ANA 1268 Maryborough Branch No 15 Australian Natives Association ANA Maryborough 3/5/1882
1882 UAOD 1269 Rowena Lodge No 142 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Emerald Hill 5/5/1882
1882 UAOD 1270 Malvina Lodge No 144 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Collingwood 5/5/1882
1882 MUIOOF 1271 Loyal Numurkah Lodge No 6165 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Numurkah 13/6/1882
1882 MUIOOF 1272 Loyal Kirret Bareet Lodge No 6167 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Gordon 10/7/1882
1882 PMSMBSA 1273 Prudential Mutual Sick & Medical Benefit Society of Australasia Melbourne 12/7/1882
1882 UAOD 1274 Albyn Lodge No 150 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Collingwood  14/8/1882
1882 IOOF 1275 Loyal Wildey Lodge No 105 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Sandridge North 31/8/1882
1882 IOR 1276 Hope of Bethanga TentNo 242 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Bethanga 8/9/1882 Temperance
1882 IOR 1277 Numurkah Tent No 255 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Numurkah 8/9/1882 Temperance
1882 GUOFG 1278 The Unity Lodge No 19 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Sandridge 23/9/1882
1882 PAFS 1279 Loyal pride of Brunswick Lodge No 44 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Brunswick 23/9/1882 Protestant
1882 IOOF 1280 Loyal Ridgely Lodge No 104 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Numurkah 27/9/1882
1882 ANA 1281 Benalla Branch No 17 Australian Natives Association ANA Benalla 4/10/1882
1882 ANA 1282 Buninyong Branch No 18 Australian Natives Association ANA Buninyong 4/10/1882
1882 ANA 1283 Richmond Branch No 16 Australian Natives Association ANA Richmond 24/10/1882
1882 BSCPU 1284 Ballarat and Sebastapol Cabmens Protective Union Ballarat 26/10/1882
1882 GUOOF 1285 Fernside Lodge No 2250 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Emerald Hill 30/10/1882
1882 GUOOF 1286 Rose of Collingwood Lodge No 2251 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Collingwood 30/10/1882
1882 ANA 1287 Kerang Branch No 19 Australian Natives Association ANA Kerang 7/11/1882
1882 MUIOOF 1288 Loyal Lindenow Lodge No 6490 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Lindenow Flat 14/11/1882
1882 MUIOOF 1289 Loyal Hope of Victoria Juvenile Branch Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Collingwood 25/11/1882 Juvenile
1882 IOOF 1290 Loyal Garfield Lodge No 107 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Allendale 2/12/1882
1882 UAOD 1291 Osberga Lodge No 155 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Windsor? 4/12/1882
1882 UAOD 1292 Lloegria Lodge No 156 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Collingwood 20/12/1882
1883 PMUFSD 1293 Sandridge United Friendly Societies Dispensary Sandridge 16/3/1883
1883 UAOD 1294 Harmony Lodge No 162 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Emerald Hill 21/3/1883
1883 ANA 1295 Ararat Branch No 21 Australian Natives Association ANA Ararat 21/3/1883
1883 IOOF 1296 Loyal Grangeburn Lodge No 106 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Hamilton 22/3/1883
1883 MUIOOF 1297 Loyal Wandiligong Lodge Juvenile Branch Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Wandiligong 2/4/1883 Juvenile
1883 PAFS 1298 Loyal Footscray Lodge No 43 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Footscray 9/4/1883 Protestant
1883 IOOF 1299 Loyal Belvoir Lodge No 108 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Wodonga 14/4/1883
1883 MUIOOF 1300 Loyal Junction Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Wangaratta 28/4/1883
1883 MUIOOF 1301 Loyal Tambo Lodge No 6492 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Bruthen 5/6/1883
1883 GUOOF 1302 Ascot Vale Lodge No 2252 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Moonee Ponds 8/6/1883
1883 ANA 1303 Kingston Branch No 23 Australian Natives Association ANA Kingston  14/6/1883
1883 UAOD 1304 Alma Lodge No 166 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD St Kilda East 15/6/1883
1883 UAOD 1305 Sylvania Lodge No 169 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Prahran 15/6/1883
1883 IOOF 1306 Loyal Flemington Lodge No 109 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Flemington 30/6/1883
1883 HACBS 1307 Allendale Branch No 161 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Allendale 6/7/1883 Catholic
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1883 IOR 1308 Hope of Landsborough Tent No 227 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Landsborough 4/7/1883 Temperance
1883 OST 1309 Franklin Division Sons of Temperance OST Melbourne West 23/7/1883 Temperance
1883 OST 1310 St Marys Division Sons of Temperance OST Caulfield 1/8/1883 Temperance
1883 ANA 1311 Horsham Branch No 24 Australian Natives Association ANA Horsham 7/8/1883
1883 ANA 1312 Haddon Branch No 25 Australian Natives Association ANA Haddon 7/8/1883
1883 ANA 1313 Saint Arnaud Branch No 27 Australian Natives Association ANA St Arnaud 7/8/1883
1883 ANA 1314 Murtoa Branch No 22 Australian Natives Association ANA Murtoa 7/8/1883
1883 IOR 1315 Mordialloc Tent No 254 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Mordialloc 15/8/1883 Temperance
1883 IOOF 1316 Loyal Rochester Lodge No 110 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Rochester 16/8/1883
1883 ANA 1317 Sandridge Branch No 28 Australian Natives Association ANA Sandridge 24/8/1883
1883 ANA 1318 Donald Banch No 26 Australian Natives Association ANA Donald 28/8/1883
1883 PUFSD 1319 Prahran United Friendly Societies Dispensary Prahran 11/9/1883
1883 SPS 1320 Abbotsford Branch No 10 St Patricks Benefit Society Abbotsford 12/9/1883 Catholic
1883 WOGMBSV 1321 Widows, Orphans and General Medical Benefit Society of Victoria Melbourne 10/10/1883
1883 AOF 1322 Court Albert No 6550 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Emerald Hill 12/10/1883
1883 UAOD 1323 Avon Lodge No 176 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Sandridge 18/10/1883
1883 IOOF 1324 Loyal Irrewillipe Lodge No 111 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Irrewillipe 25/10/1883
1883 HACBS 1325 Tatura Branch No 160 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Tatura 2/11/1883 Catholic
1883 SPS 1326 Brunswick and Coburg Branch No 3 St Patricks Society SPS Brunswick 30/11/1883 Catholic
1883 MUIOOF 1327 Loyal Yering Lodge No 6495 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Yarra Flats 13/12/1883
1884 AOF 1328 Court Longford No 6548 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Longford 21/1/1884
1884 MUIOOF 1329 Loyal Nhill Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Nhill 30/1/1884
1884 GCPU 1330 Geelong Cabmen's Protective Union Geelong 2/2/1884
1884 MUIOOF 1331 Loyal Balwyn Lodge No 6494 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Balwyn 9/2/1884
1884 IOOF 1332 Loyal Heytesbury Lodge No 112 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Cobden 6/3/1884
1884 IOOF 1333 Star of the North Lodge No 113 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Nathalia 6/3/1884
1884 HACBS 1334 Tungamah Branch No 164 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Tungamah 24/4/1884 Catholic
1884 FUFSD 1335 Footscray United Friendly Societies Dispensary Footscray 3/5/1884
1884 MUIOOF 1336 Loyal Solway Lodge No 6497 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Williamstown North 26/5/1884
1884 PAFS 1337 Loyal Excelsior Lodge No 46 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS St Kilda 27/5/1884 Protestant
1884 MUIOOF 1338 Loyal Corryong Lodge No 6499 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Corryong 6/6/1884
1884 MUIOOF 1339 Loyal Myrtleford Lodge No 6496 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Myrtleford 10/6/1884
1884 MUIOOF 1340 Loyal Box Hill Lodge No 6498 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Box Hill 10/6/1884
1884 UAOD 1341 Concordia Lodge No 184 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Carlton 2/8/1884
1884 UAOD 1342 Tatura Lodge No 185 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Tatura 2/8/1884
1884 BCUFSD 1343 Brunswick and Coburg United Friendly Societies Dispensary Brunswick West 5/8/1884
1884 IOOF 1344 Loyal Templeton Lodge No 115 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Preston 5/8/1884
1884 PAFS 1345 Loyal Star of Hotham Lodge No 48 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Hotham 7/8/1884 Protestant
1884 OSA 1346 Wimmera Lodge Order of St Andrew Doven?, nr Horsham 22/8/1884
1884 OSA 1347 Footscray Lodge Order of St Andrew Footscray 22/8/1884
1884 OSA 1348 Kensington Lodge Order of St Andrew Kensington 22/8/1884
1884 OSA 1349 Jika Jika Lodge Order of St Andrew Fitzroy North 22/8/1884
1884 GUOOF 1350 James Riddel Lodge No 2253  Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Hawthorn 15/9/1884
1884 AOF 1351 Court Bairnsdale No 5508 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Bairnsdale 15/9/1884
1884 IOR 1352 Star of Kew Tent No 260 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Kew 15/9/1884 Temperance
1884 BMBS 1353 Ballarat Medical Benefit Society Ballarat 21/10/1884
1884 IOR 1354 Social Tent No 151 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Frankston 8/11/1884 Temperance
1884 ANA 1355 Prahran Branch No 29 Australian Natives Association ANA Prahran 5/12/1884
1885 ANA 1356 Dimboola Branch No 30 Australian Natives Association ANA Dimboola 22/1/1885
1885 IOOF 1357 Loyal Kidston Lodge No 114Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Clifton Hill 24/1/1885
1885 PAFS 1358 Loyal Cheltenham Lodge No 40 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Cheltenham 17/2/1885 Protestant
1885 MUIOOF 1359 Loyal Doutta Galla Lodge No 6501 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Newmarket 4/3/1885
1885 UAOD 1360 Kew Lodge No 188 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Kew 7/3/1885
1885 UAOD 1361 Voltock Lodge No 192 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Hawthorn 7/3/1885
1885 UAOD 1362 Clifton Lodge No 198 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD  Heidelberg Brae 7/3/1885
1885 GUOFG 1363 Belgravia Lodge No 20 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Not reported 9/3/1885
1885 MUIOOF 1364 Loyal Kamina? Lodge No 6500 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Kamina? 24/4/1885
1885 MUIOOF 1365 Loyal Lilydale Lodge No 6502 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Lilydale 22/4/1885
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1885 MUIOOF 1366 Loyal Toongabbie Lodge No 6503 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Toongabbie 22/4/1885
1885 UAOD 1367 Eltham Lodge No 197 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Eltham 25/4/1885
1885 ANA 1368 Smeaton Branch No 31 Australian Natives Association ANA Smeaton 19/5/1885
1885 IOR 1369 Albert Park Tent No 269 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Albert Park 20/5/1885 Temperance
1885 UAOD 1370 Elliott Lodge No 199 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Ascot Vale 3/6/1885
1885 IOOF 1371 Loyal Albert Park Lodge No 116 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF South Melbourne 5/6/1885
1885 UAOD 1372 Charlton United Lodge No 200  United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Charlton 15/6/1885
1885 BTAS 1373 Buninyong Total Abstinence Society Buninyong 20/6/1885 Temperance
1885 MUIOOF 1374 Loyal Meri Merri Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows Fitzroy North 26/6/1885
1885 MUIOOF 1375 Number One Past Grands Lodge Lodge No 1375 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Ballarat 26/6/1885
1885 MUIOOF 1376 Loyal Boundary Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Bundoora, Heidelberg Rd 2/7/1885
1885 ANA 1377 Hamilton Branch No 32 Australian Natives Association ANA Hamilton 22/7/1885
1885 ANA 1378 Dunolly Branch No 33 Australian Natives Association ANA Dunolly 22/7/1885
1885 MUIOOF 1379 Loyal moira Lodge No 6507 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Shepparton 24/8/1885
1885 AOF 1380 Court Unity No 3200 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Ballarat 2/9/1885
1885 GUOOF 1381 Eastern District Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Fitzroy 2/9/1885
1885 ANA 1382 Charlton Branch No 36 Australian Natives Association ANA Charlton 5/9/1885
1885 ANA 1383 Neanger Branch No 37 Australian Natives Association ANA Eaglehawk 5/9/1885
1885 ANA 1384 South Melbourne Branch No 39 Australian Natives Association ANA South Melbourne 5/9/1885
1885 UAOD 1385 Malvern Lodge No 201 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Caulfield 9/9/1885
1885 UAOD 1386 Shepparton Lodge No 202  United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Shepparton 9/9/1885
1885 ANA 1387 Omeo Branch No 34 Australian Natives Association ANA Omeo 10/9/1885
1885 ANA 1388 Allendale Branch No 40 Australian Natives Association ANA Allandale 10/9/1885
1885 ANA 1389 City of Richmond Branch No 35 Australian Natives Association ANA Richmond 18/9/1885
1885 ANA 1390 Avoca Branch No 38 Australian Natives Association ANA Avoca 26/9/1885
1885 HACBS 1391 Bairnsdale Branch  No 173 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Bairnsdale 7/10/1885 Catholic
1885 HACBS 1392 St Thomas Branch No 174 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Mitiamo 26/10/1885 Catholic
1885 GUOOF 1393 Argyle Lodge No 21 Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF St Kilda 27/10/1885
1885 MUIOOF 1394 Loyal Charlton Lodge No 6506 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Charlton 18/11/1885
1885 MUIOOF 1395 Loyal Korong Vale Lodge No 6508 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Korong Vale 27/11/1885
1885 ANA 1396 Mount Prospect No 41 Australian Natives Association ANA Mount Prospect 4/12/1885
1885 ANA 1397 Timor branch No 44 Australian Natives Association ANA Timor 4/12/1885
1885 ANA 1398 Mount Wycheproof Branch No 45 Australian Natives Association ANA Wycheproof 14/12/1885
1885 ANA 1399 Boort branch No 46 Australian Natives Association ANA Boort 14/12/1885
1885 OST 1400 Princess Beatrice Division No 76 Sons of Temperance Eaglehawk 18/12/1885 Temperance
1885 OST 1401 Lady Loch Division No 77 Sons of Temperance Sandhurst 18/12/1885 Temperance
1885 IOR 1402 Dawn of Hope Tent No 234 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Portland 21/12/1885 Temperance
1885 GUOOF 1403 Park View Branch No 2254 Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Fitzroy North 24/12/1885
1886 ANA 1404 Brunswick Branch No 43 Australian Natives Association ANA Brunswick 15/1/1886
1886 ANA 1405 Shepparton Branch No 42 Australian Natives Association ANA Shepparton 15/1/1886
1886 OSA 1406 Caulfield Lodge Order of St Andrew Caulfield 26/1/1886
1886 UAOD 1407 Euroa Branch No 206 United Ancient Order of Druids Euroa 29/3/1886
1886 PAFS 1408 Loyal Carlton Lodge No 47 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Carlton 29/3/1886 Protestant
1886 MUIOOF 1409 Loyal Yarrawonga Lodge No 6509 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Yarrawonga 14/4/1886
1886 GUOFG 1410 Wellington Lodge Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Clifton Hill 20/5/1886
1886 ANA 1411 Euroa Branch No 48 Australian Natives Association ANA Euroa 22/5/1886
1886 ANA 1412 Carlton Branch No 49 Australian Natives Association ANA Carlton 22/5/1886
1886 ANA 1413 Echuca Branch No 52 Australian Natives Association ANA Echuca 22/5/1886
1886 ANA 1414 Ballarat East Branch No 50 Australian Natives Association ANA Ballarat East 22/5/1886
1886 ANA 1415 Preston Branch No 51 Australian Natives Association ANA Preston 22/5/1886
1886 SMTAS 1416 South Melbourne Total Abstinence Society  South Melbourne 26/5/1886 Temperance
1886 ANA 1417 Windermere Branch No 53 Australian Natives Association ANA Windermere 4/6/1886
1886 ANA 1418 Warracknabeal Branch No 54 Australian Natives Association ANA Warracknabeel 4/6/1886
1886 ANA 1419Corio Branch No 55 Australian Natives Association ANA Geelong 17/6/1886
1886 HACBS 1420 St Johns Branch No 174 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Mitcham 24/6/1886 Catholic
1886 UAOD 1421 Juvenile Branch of the Loyal Canterbury Lodge No 32 Ancient Independent Order of Druids UAOD Prahran 12/7/1886 Juvenile
1886 ANA 1422 Booroondara Branch No 58 Australian Natives Association ANA Hawthorn 13/7/1886
1886 MUIOOF 1423 Loyal Orbost Lodge No 6510 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Orbost 15/7/1886
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1886 MUIOOF 1424 Loyal Warragul Lodge No 6511 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Warragul 15/7/1886
1886 OST 1425 John Gough Division No 78 Sons of Temperance Prahran 16/7/1886 Temperance
1886 OST 1426 Temperance Town Division No 81 Sons of Temperance Ascot Vale 16/7/1886 Temperance
1886 ANA 1427 Sale Branch No 56 Australian Natives Association ANA Sale 21/7/1886
1886 ANA 1428 Clifton Hill and North Fitzroy Branch No 60 Australian Natives Association ANA Clifton Hill 23/7/1886
1886 ANA 1429 Nhill Branch No 61 Australian Natives Association ANA Nhill 28/7/1886
1886 UAOD 1430 Corio Lodge No 208 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Geelong 31/7/1886
1886 ANA 1431 Egerton Branch No 62 Australian Natives Association ANA Egerton 12/8/1886
1886 OST 1432 General Gordon Division No 79 Order of Sons of Temperance Footscray 17/7/1886 Temperance
1886 HACBS 1433 Nunawading Branch No 176 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Nunawading 20/8/1886 Catholic
1886 ANA 1434 Portland Branch No 63 Australian Natives Association ANA Portland 23/8/1886
1886 IOR 1435 Hope of Brunswick Female Tent No 1 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Brunswick 24/8/1886 Temperance Female
1886 PAFS 1436 Royal Charter Lodge No 50 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Brunswick 31/8/1886 Protestant
1886 GUOOF 1437 Rees Miller Lodge No 2205 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Richmond 1/9/1886
1886 OST 1438 On To Victory Division No 80 Order of Sons of Temperance OST Maryborough 16/9/1886 Temperance
1886 ANA 1439 Footscray Branch No 65 Australian Natives Association ANA Footscray 22/9/1886
1886 INF 1440 Melbourne Irish National Foresters Friendly Society of Australasia INF Melbourne 15/10/1886 Catholic
1886 ANA 1441 Bairnsdale Branch No 64 Australian Natives Association ANA Bairnsdale 28/10/1886
1886 GUOFG 1442 Loyal Gordon Lodge Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Yarraville 3/11/1886
1886 UAOD 1443 Studley Lodge No 210 Ancient Independent Order of Druids UAOD Yarraberg 3/11/1886
1886 IOR 1444 Star of the South Tent Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Yarram 8/11/1886 Temperance
1886 IOR 1445 Esperanza Tent No 275 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Pakenham 10/11/1886 Temperance
1886 IOR 1446 Hope of Oakleigh Tent No 281 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Oakleigh 10/11/1886 Temperance
1886 IOR 1447 Hope of Walhalla Tent No 277 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Walhalla 17/11/1886 Temperance
1886 CTAFS 1448 Crusade Total Abstinence Friendly Society Melbourne 25/11/1886 Temperance
1886 MUIOOF 1449 Loyal Bumberrah Lodge No 6512 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Swan Reach 7/12/1886
1886 GUOFG 1450 South Park Lodge No 23 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG South Melbourne 7/12/1886
1886 GUOOF 1451 Loyal Murchison Lodge No 2256 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Murchison 18/12/1886
1887 HACBS 1452 St Martin's Branch No 178 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Muskerry, Sandhurst 13/1/1887 Catholic
1887 MUIOOF 1453 Loyal Tallangatta Lodge No 6513 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Tallangatta 27/1/1887
1887 ANA 1454 Saint Kilda Branch No 66 Australian Natives Association ANA St Kilda 5/2/1887
1887 IOR 1455 Essendon Tent No 264 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Essendon 11/2/1887 Temperance
1887 IOR 1456 Youanmite Tent No 271 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Youanmite, Invergordon 11/2/1887 Temperance
1887 IOR 1457 Gordon Tent No 276 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Cudgewa, Gordon 11/2/1887 Temperance
1887 ANA 1458 Fitzroy Branch No 67 Australian Natives Association ANA Fitzroy 12/2/1887
1887 ANA 1459 Flemington and Kensington Branch No 69 Australian Natives Association ANA Flemington 1/3/1887
1887 HACBS 1460 St George's Branch No 169 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Carlton 1/3/1887 Catholic
1887 OST 1461 Star of Maryborough Division No 82 Sons of Temperance Maryborough 5/3/1887 Temperance
1887 OST 1462 Brunswick Division No 84 Order of Sons of Temperance Brunswick 14/3/1887 Temperance
1887 IOR 1463 Hope of the Forest tent No 283 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Trentham 16/3/1887 Temperance
1887 ANA 1464 Penshurst Branch No 70 Australian Natives Association ANA Penshurst 18/3/1887
1887 UAOD 1465 Loyal Harmony Juvenile Lodge Ancient Independent Order of Druids UAOD South Melbourne 23/3/1887 Juvenile
1887 UAOD 1466 Comet Lodge No 211 Ancient Independent Order of Druids UAOD not reported 26/3/1887
1887 OST 1467 North Fitzroy Division No 86 Order of Sons of Temperance OST Fitzroy North 1/4/1887 Temperance
1887 IOR 1468 Hope of Camberwell Tent No 278 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Camberwell 7/4/1887 Temperance
1887 OST 1469 Loving Workers Division Sons of Temperance Talbot 18/4/1887 Temperance
1887 ANA 1470 Beaufort Branch No 71 Australian Natives Association ANA Beaufort 3/5/1887
1887 UAOD 1471 Burnley Lodge No 220 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Richmond 6/5/1887
1887 IOR 1472 Hope of Ringwood Tent No 274 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Boronia 7/5/1887 Temperance
1887 IOR 1473 Blue Ribbon Tent No 272 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Boort 7/5/1887 Temperance
1887 MUIOOF 1474 Loyal Connarr Lodge No 6718 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Connarr? 3/6/1887
1887 MUIOOF 1475 Loyal Traralgon Lodge No 6719 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Traralgon 3/6/1887
1887 IOR 1476 Warragul Tent No 267 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Warragul 13/6/1887 Temperance
1887 ANA 1477 Williamstown Branch No 73 Australian Natives Association ANA Williamstown 8/7/1887
1887 IOR 1478 Rose of Seymour Tent No 287 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Seymour 18/7/1887 Temperance
1887 HACBS 1479 Saint Brigids Branch No 27 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Fitzroy North 23/7/1887 Catholic
1887 HACBS 1480 Seymour Branch No 55 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Seymour 23/7/1887 Catholic
1887 HACBS 1481 Saint Paul's (later St Ambrose) Branch No 125 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Coburg 23/7/1887 Catholic
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1887 HACBS 1482 Euroa Branch No 165 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Euroa 23/7/1887 Catholic
1887 IOR 1483  Jubilee Tent No 286 Independent Order of Rechabites Wunghnu 27/7/1887 Temperance
1887 IOR 1484 Hope of Violet Town Tent No 203 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Violet Town 28/7/1887 Temperance
1887 IOR 1485 Star of Drouin Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Drouin 23/8/1887 Temperance
1887 ANA 1486 Learmonth Branch No 75 Australian Natives Association ANA Learmonth 30/8/1887
1887 IOOF 1487 Loyal Silvan Lodge No 117 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Carlton North 5/9/1887
1887 UAOD 1488 Minerva Lodge No 223 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD South Melbourne 21/9/1887
1887 GUOOF 1489 Malvern Lodge No 2258 Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Malvern 29/9/1887
1887 UAOD 1490 Ivy Leaf Lodge No 225 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Yarraville 4/10/1887
1887 GUOOF 1491 James Lester Lodge No 2259 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Richmond 11/10/1887
1887 PFSA 1492 Pearl Friendly Society of Australasia Melbourne 13/10/1887
1887 ANA 1493 Castlemaine Branch No 76 Australian Natives Association ANA Castlemaine 15/10/1887
1887 MUIOOF 1494 Loyal Newport Lodge No 6721 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Newport 28/10/1887
1887 HACBS 1495 Kyabram Branch No 179 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Kyabram 31/10/1887 Catholic
1887 GUOOF 1496 The University Lodge No 2257 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF North Melbourne 4/11/1887
1887 IOR 1497 Corio Tent No 292 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Geelong West 14/11/1887 Temperance
1887 GUOOF 1498 The Star of the South Lodge No 2260 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Yarrum Yarrum 14/11/1887
1887 ANA 1499 South Gippsland Branch No 78 Australian Natives Association ANA Yarram 15/11/1887
1887 IOR 1500 Malvern Tent No 282 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Malvern 15/11/1887 Temperance
1887 IOR 1501 Border Tent No 289 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Yarrawonga 17/11/1887 Temperance
1887 MUIOOF 1502 Loyal Healesville Lodge No 6723 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Healesville 23/11/1887
1887 ANA 1503 Kyneton Branch No 77 Australian Natives Association ANA Kyneton 26/11/1887
1887 OST 1504 Temperance Town Division No 81 Sons of Temperance Ascot Vale 3/12/1887 Temperance
1887 MUIOOF 1505 Loyal Ringwood Lodge No 6724 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Ringwood 14/12/1887
1887 UAOD 1506 Jubilee Lodge No 229 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Prahran 19/12/1887
1887 MUIOOF 1507 Loyal Heyfield Lodge No 6720 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Heyfield 20/12/1887
1888 BUFSMI 1508 Bendigo United Friendly Societies Medical Institute and Dispensary Sandhurst 6/2/1888
1888 OST 1509 Hope of Nhill Division No 88 Sons of Temperance Nhill 24/2/1888 Temperance
1888 OST 1510 Jubilee Division No 89 Sons of Temperance OST Kaniva 24/2/1888 Temperance
1888 TTS 1511 Traralgon Temperance Society Traralgon 25/2/1888 Temperance
1888 ANA 1512 Warragul Branch No 79 Australian Natives Association ANA Warragul 13/3/1888
1888 ANA 1513 Lara Branch No 80  Australian Natives Association ANA Lara 24/3/1888
1888 MUIOOF 1514 Loyal Warracknabeal Lodge No 6722 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Warracknabeal 26/3/1888
1888 UAOD 1515 Austral Lodge No 231 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne 27/3/1888
1888 IOR 1516 Hope of Elsternwick Tent No 298 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Elsternwick 28/3/1888 Temperance
1888 OST 1517 Doon Division No 91 Sons of Temperance OST Doon, via Euroa 5/4/1888 Temperance
1888 OST 1518 Hawthorn Division No 90 Order of Sons of Temperance Hawthorn 5/4/1888 Temperance
1888 ANA 1519 Drouin Branch No 81 Australian Natives Association ANA Drouin 11/5/1888
1888 IOR 1520 Hope of Our Island Tent No 295 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Cowes 14/5/1888 Temperance
1888 IOR 1521 Clifton Hill Tent No 299 Independent Order of Rechabites OST Clifton Hill 14/5/1888 Temperance
1888 GUOOF 1522 Loyal Paynesville Lodge No 2261 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Paynesville 28/5/1888
1888 ANA 1523 Great Western Branch 82 Australian Natives Association ANA Great Western 28/5/1888
1888 MUIOOF 1524 Loyal Yarra Yarra District Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Hawthorn 29/5/1888
1888 IOOF 1525 Loyal Stirling Lodge No 119 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Kyabram 2/6/1888
1888 IOOF 1526 Loyal King Lodge  Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Yarrawonga 9/6/1888
1888 IOOF 1527 Loyal Box Hill Lodge No 120 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Box Hill 9/6/1888
1888 MBSEMTOCL 1528 Mutual Benefit Society of the Employees of the Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company Limited Melbourne 26/6/1888
1888 HACBS 1529 St Aloysius Branch No 194 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Strathmerton 3/7/1888 Catholic
1888 HACBS 1530 Saint Josephs  Branch No 78 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Rochester 3/7/1888 Catholic
1888 AOF 1531 Court Le Plastrier No 7407 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF South melbourne 4/7/1888
1888 GUOOF 1532 Frankston Lodge No 2262 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Frankston 4/7/1888
1888 HFSU 1533 Hamilton Friendly Societies Union Hamilton 17/7/1888
1888 ANA 1534 Daylesford Branch No 83 Australian Natives Association ANA Daylesford 17/7/1888
1888 OSA 1535 Moreland Lodge No 44 Order of St Andrew Coburg 26/7/1888
1888 ANA 1536 Essendon Branch No 84 Australian Natives Association ANA Moonee Ponds 15/8/1888
1888 IOR 1537 Burnley TentNo 300 Independent Order of Rechabites Burnley 15/8/1888 Temperance
1888 IOR 1538 Star of Avon Tent No 302 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Donald 15/8/1888 Temperance
1888 IOR 1539 Hope of Warragul Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Warragul 15/8/1888 Temperance
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1888 IOOF 1540 Loyal Wright Lodge No 123 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Toorak 21/8/1888
1888 UAOD 1541 Echuca Lodge No 234 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Echuca 31/8/1888
1888 UAOD 1542 Star of Tatura Lodge No 235 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Tatura 31/8/1888
1888 IOOF 1543 Loyal Gordon Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Newport 5/9/1888
1888 IOR 1544 Safeguard Tent No 293 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Balaclava 21/9/1888 Temperance
1888 UAOD 1545 Bacchus Marsh LodgeNo 238 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Bacchus Marsh 8/10/1888
1888 UAOD 1546 General Gordon Lodge No 236 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Seymour 8/10/1888
1888 ANA 1547 Talbot Branch No 87 Australian Natives Association ANA Talbot 10/10/1888
1888 ANA 1548 Terang Branch No 85 Australian Natives Association ANA Terang 11/10/1888
1888 AOF 1549 Court Essendon Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Essendon 17/10/1888
1888 IOR 1550 Star of Chilterns Tent No 301 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Chiltern 3/11/1888 Temperance
1888 IOR 1551 Pride of Myrtleford Tent No 304 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Myrtleford 3/11/1888 Temperance
1888 MUIOOF 1552 Loyal Elsternwick Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Elsternwick 24/11/1888
1888 OST 1553 Kowree Division No 93 Sons of Temperance Harrow 10/12/1888 Temperance
1889 ANA 1554 Hawthorn Branch No 88 Australian Natives Association ANA Hawthorn 3/1/1889
1889 OST 1555 Centennial Division No 93 Ballarat and Sandhurst Grand Division Sons of Temperance Bowenvale 9/1/1889 Temperance
1889 ANA 1556 Nar Nar Goon Branch No 86 Australian Natives Association ANA Nar Nar Goon 12/1/1889
1889 GUOFG 1557 Union Lodge No 26 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Ascot Vale 8/2/1889
1889 IOOF 1558 Loyal Cobram Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Cobram 23/3/1889
1889 ANA 1559 Numurkah Branch No 89 Australian Natives Association Numurkah 15/4/1889
1889 UAOD 1560 Alpine Lodge No 241 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Elsternwick 11/5/1889
1889 UAOD 1561 Kerang Lodge No 242 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Kerang 11/5/1889
1889 UAOD 1562 Sandhurst Lodge No 247 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Sandhurst 11/5/1889
1889 IOOF 1563 Loyal Essendon Lodge No 127 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Essendon 14/5/1889
1889 UAOD 1564 Hope of the Hill Lodge No 240 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Carlton North 15/5/1889
1889 IOR 1565 Prince Leopold Tent No 285 Independent Order of Rechabites Casterton 16/5/1889 Temperance
1889 ANA 1566 Collingwood Branch No 94 Australian Natives Association ANA Collingwood 17/6/1889
1889 IOR 1567 Arapiles Tent No 308 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR not reported 18/6/1889 Temperance
1889 GUOFG 1568 Northcote Lodge No 27 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Northcote 19/6/1889
1889 GUOFG 1569 Caledonia Lodge No 28 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Brunswick 19/6/1889
1889 ANA 1570 Malvern Branch No 90 Australian Natives Association ANA Malvern 20/6/1889
1889 ANA 1571 Rushworth Branch No 93 Australian Natives Association ANA Rushworth 24/6/1889
1889 HACBS 1572 Saint James Branch No 180 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Gardenvale 26/6/1889 Catholic
1889 HACBS 1573 Footscray Branch No 171 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Footscray 26/6/1889 Catholic
1889 HACBS 1574 Barmah Branch No 205 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Barmah 26/6/1889 Catholic
1889 MUIOOF 1575 Loyal Orford Farmers Rest Lodge No 6725 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Broadwater 16/7/1889
1889 MUIOOF 1576 Loyal Border Lodge No 6728 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Apsley 16/7/1889
1889 MUIOOF 1577 Loyal Loyal Rupanyup Lodge No 6729 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Rupanyup 16/7/1889
1889 MUIOOF 1578 Loyal Doncaster Lodge No 6730 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Doncaster 16/7/1889
1889 HACBS 1579 Saint Brendans Branch No 216 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Flemington 17/7/1889 Catholic
1889 ANA 1580 Lexton Branch No 91 Australian Natives Association ANA Lexton 22/7/1889
1889 ANA 1581 Wedderburn Branch No 95 Australian Natives Association ANA Wedderburn 25/7/1889
1889 IOR 1582 Rose of Kyabram Branch No 257 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Kyabram 1/8/1889 Temperance
1889 IOR 1583 Advance Tent No 294 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Nurraliel ? 1/8/1889 Temperance
1889 IOR 1584 Hope of Yarraville Tent No 307 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Yarraville 1/8/1889 Temperance
1889 ANA 1585 Poowong No 96 Australian Natives Association ANA Poowong 7/8/1889
1889 IOOF 1586 Loyal Tallygaroopna Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Tallygaroopna 15/8/1889
1889 IOOF 1587 Loyal Mentone Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Mentone 16/8/1889
1889 OST 1588 Pride of Bowenvale Division No 95 Sons of Temperance OST Bowenvale 29/8/1889 Temperance
1889 UAOD 1589 Violet Lodge No 249 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Port Melbourne 29/8/1889
1889 IOOF 1590 Loyal Maribyrnong Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Ascot Vale 3/9/1889
1889 IOOF 1591 Loyal Warrnambool Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Warrnambool 3/9/1889
1889 ANA 1592 Traralgon Branch No 97 Australian Natives Association ANA Traralgon 26/9/1889
1889 GUOFG 1593 Fern Lodge No 29 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners Brighton 27/9/1889
1889 HACBS 1594 Saint John Baptist Branch No 224 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Clifton Hill 7/10/1889 Catholic
1889 GUOOF 1595 Cuttriss Lodge No 2263 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Coburg 11/10/1889
1889 GUOFG 1596 Waratah Lodge No 30 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Abbotsford 19/10/1889
1889 ANA 1597 Brighton Branch No 98 Australian Natives Association ANA Brighton 19/10/1889
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1889 IOR 1598 Surrey Hills Tent No 309 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Surrey Hills 1/11/1889 Temperance
1889 AOF 1599 Court Nagambie No 7662 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Nagambie 7/11/1889
1889 ANA 1600 Bacchus Marsh Branch No 99 Australian Natives Association ANA Bacchus Marsh 29/11/1889
1889 IOOF 1601 Loyal Berwick Lodge No 126 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Berwick 29/11/1889
1889 GUOOF 1602 Hebditch Lodge No 2264 Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Camberwell 3/12/1889
1889 ANA 1603 Mirboo North Branch No 101 Australian Natives Association Mirboo North 11/12/1889
1889 ANA 1604 Cobram Branch No 102 Australian Natives Association ANA Cobram 11/12/1889
1889 IOOF 1605 Loyal Horsham Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Horsham 18/12/1889
1890 ANA 1606 Warrnambool Branch No 100 Australian Natives Association ANA Warrnambool 6/1/1890
1890 SPS 1607 Fitzroy and Clifton Hill Branch No 11 St Patricks Society SPS Fitzroy 20/1/1890
1890 SPS 1608 Preston Branch No 12 St Patricks Society SPS Preston 20/1/1890
1890 MUIOOF 1609 Loyal Mortlock Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Mortlake 21/1/1890
1890 MUIOOF 1610 Loyal Goroke Lodge No 6732 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Goroke 21/1/1890
1890 IOOF 1611 Loyal Oakleigh Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Oakleigh 23/1/1890
1890 IOOF 1612 Loyal Riversdale Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Camberwell 23/1/1890
1890 IOOF 1613 Loyal Prospect Hill Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Kew 14/2/1890
1890 AOF 1614 Court Star of the East No 7406 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Mulgrave 15/2/1890
1890 MUIOOF 1615 Loyal Surrey Hills Lodge No 6731 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Surrey Hills 15/2/1890
1890 INF 1616 Robert Emmet Branch No 1 Irish National Foresters Friendly Society of Australasia INF Melbourne 21/2/1890 Catholic
1890 INF 1617 Daniel O'Connell Branch No 2  Irish National Foresters Friendly Society of Australasia INF South Melbourne 21/2/1890 Catholic
1890 INF 1618 Charles Stewart Parnell Branch No 3 Irish National Foresters Friendly Society of Australasia  North Melbourne 21/2/1890 Catholic
1890 INF 1619 John Mitchell Branch No 4 Irish National Foresters Friendly Society of Australasia  Richmond 21/2/1890 Catholic
1890 INF 1620 Michael Davitt Branch No 5 Irish National Foresters Friendly Society of Australasia  Clifton Hill 21/2/1890 Catholic
1890 INF 1621 John Dillon Branch No 6  Irish National Foresters Friendly Society of Australasia  Brunswick 21/2/1890 Catholic
1890 INF 1622 Henry Grattan Branch No 7 Irish National Foresters Friendly Society of Australasia  Carlton North 21/2/1890 Catholic
1890 AVTAS 1623 Ascot Vale Total Abstinence Society Ascot Vale 15/3/1890
1890 ANA 1624 Witchipool East Branch 103 Australian Natives Association ANA Witchipool East 25/3/1890
1890 MUIOOF 1625 Loyal Mildura Lodge No 6734 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Mildura 19/4/1890
1890 UAOD 1626 Ormond Lodge No 253 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Malvern 13/5/1890
1890 UAOD 1627 Numurkah Lodge No 256 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Numurkah 13/5/1890
1890 UAOD 1628 Nelson Lodge No 257 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Newport 13/5/1890
1890 UAOD 1629 Stanley Lodge No 258 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Maryborough 13/5/1890
1890 GUOFG 1630 Brunswick Lodge No 31 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners of Australia GUOFG Brunswick 30/5/1890
1890 IOR 1631 Hope of Newport Tent No 313 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Newport 2/6/1890 Temperance
1890 ANA 1632 Dean Branch 104 Australian Natives Association ANA Dean 3/6/1890
1890 ANA 1633 Port Fairy Branch No 105 Australian Natives Association ANA Port Fairy 3/6/1890
1890 IOOF 1634 Loyal Havillah Lodge No 138 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Maryborough 1/7/1890
1890 GUOOF 1635 North Carlton Lodge No 2265 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Carlton North 16/7/1890
1890 IOR 1636 Hope of Nathalia Tent 305 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Nathalia 21/7/1890 Temperance
1890 IOR 1637 Star of Lowan Tent No 315 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Nhill 4/8/1890 Temperance
1890 ANA 1638 Swan Hill Branch No 106  Australian Natives Association ANA Swan Hill 21/8/1890
1890 MUIOOF 1639 Loyal Dunstan Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Oakleigh 27/8/1890
1890 MUIOOF 1640 Loyal Bealiba Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Bealiba 28/8/1890
1890 MUIOOF 1641 Loyal Earl of Hopetoun Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Sandhurst 8/9/1890
1890 ANA 1642 Pyramid Hill Branch No 107 Australian Natives Association ANA Pyramid Hill 13/9/1890
1890 ANA 1643 Traralgon Tent No 235 Australian Natives Association ANA Traralgon 16/9/1890
1890 MUIOOF 1644 Loyal Stratford Lodge No 6738 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Stratford 16/9/1890
1890 MUIOOF 1645 Loyal Gorong Lodge No 6739 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Ballan 16/9/1890
1890 MUIOOF 1646 Loyal Yea Lodge No 6740 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Yea 23/9/1890
1890 UAOD 1647 Perserverance Lodge No 260 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD South Melbourne 1/10/1890
1890 UAOD 1648 Constance Lodge No 261 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Port Melbourne 1/10/1890
1890 UAOD 1649 Aberdeen Lodge No 262 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Fitzroy North 1/10/1890
1890 UAOD 1650 Hertha Lodge No 263 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Preston South 1/10/1890
1890 UAOD 1651 Gwalia Lodge No 264 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Northcote 1/10/1890
1890 ANA 1652 Alexandra Branch No 108 Australian Natives Association ANA Alexandra 1/10/1890
1890 ANA 1653 Surrey Hills Branch No 109 Australian Natives Association ANA Surrey Hills 24/10/1890
1890 MUIOOF 1654 Loyal Broadford Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Broadford 24/10/1890
1890 MUIOOF 1655 Loyal Jubilee Lodge No 6735 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Yarraville 28/10/1890
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1890 MUIOOF 1656 Loyal Moorabbin Lodge No 6969 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Brighton South 18/11/1890
1890 MUIOOF 1657 Loyal Maryvale Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Morwell 26/11/1890
1890 MUIOOF 1658 Loyal Macedon Lodge No 6970 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Macedon Upper 16/12/1890
1890 HACBS 1659 Port Melbourne Branch No 234 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Port Melbourne 19/12/1890 Catholic
1890 HACBS 1660 Saint Mary's Branch No 235 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Colac, Corooke 24/12/1890 Catholic
1890 HACBS 1661 Ararat Branch No 329 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Ararat 24/12/1890 Catholic
1891 MUIOOF 1662 Loyal Donald Lodge No 6742 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Donald 19/1/1891
1891 MUIOOF 1663 Loyal Mirboo Lodge No 6941 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Mirboo North 19/1/1891
1891 IOOF 1664 Loyal Sale Lodge No 135 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Sale 22/1/1891
1891 IOOF 1665 Loyal Stanhope Lodge No 136 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Malvern 22/1/1891
1891 IOR 1666 Strike for the Right Tent No 318 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Diapur ? 27/1/1891 Temperance
1891 IOOF 1667 Loyal Auburn Lodge No 134 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Hawthorn 1/2/1891
1891 IOR 1668 Pride of East Brunswick Tent No 311 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Brunswick East 5/2/1891 Temperance
1891 IOR 1669 Ascot Vale Tent No 312 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Ascot Vale 5/2/1891 Temperance
1891 ANA 1670 Nathalia Branch No 110 Australian Natives Association ANA Nathalia 6/2/1891
1891 ANA 1671 Benalla Branch 112 Australian Natives Association ANA Benalla 27/2/1891
1891 ANA 1672 Lancefield Branch 113 Australian Natives Association ANA Lancefield 27/2/1891
1891 GUOOF 1673 Pride of Gippsland Branch No 2266 Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Maffra 28/2/1891
1891 OST 1674 Mansfield Division No 96 Sons of Temperance OST Mansfield 25/3/1891 Temperance
1891 ANA 1675 Warragul Branch No 115 Australian Natives Association ANA Warragul 1/4/1891
1891 GUOOF 1676 South Yarra Lodge No 2267 Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF South Yarra 7/4/1891
1891 OST 1677 Laurel Division No 97 Sons of Temperance OST Kangaroo Flat 11/4/1891 Temperance
1891 OST 1678 Star of Rushworth Division No 98 Sons of Temperance OST Rushworth 11/4/1891 Temperance
1891 HACBS 1679 Saint Patricks Branch No 343 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Lilydale 13/4/1891 Catholic
1891 AOF 1680 Court Croajingolong No 7664 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Orbost 4/5/1891
1891 FOSE 1681 Lodge of Friendship Order of St Eva Melbourne 6/5/1891
1891 MUIOOF 1682 Loyal Winslow Lodge No 6972 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Winslow 8/5/1891
1891 ANA 1683 Trentham Branch No 116 Australian Natives Association ANA Trentham 9/5/1891
1891 ANA 1685 Omeo District Branch No 114 Australian Natives Association ANA Omeo 28/5/1891
1891 IOR 1686 Corris Tent No 280 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Kensington 28/5/1891 Temperance
1891 HACBS 1687 St Joseph's No 215 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS South Yarra 2/6/1891 Catholic
1891 IOR 1688 Caulfield Tent No 320 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Caulfield 3/6/1891 Temperance
1891 OST 1689 Rose of Preston Order of Sons of Temperance OST Preston 4/6/1891 Temperance
1891 AOF 1690 Court Humility No 5228 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Heywood 11/6/1891
1891 ANA 1691 Heidelberg Branch 117 Australian Natives Association ANA Heidelberg 17/6/1891
1891 IOR 1692 Strathmerton Tent No 321 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Strathmerton 23/6/1891 Temperance
1891 IOR 1693 Alpine Tent No 322 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Bright 23/6/1891 Temperance
1891 OST 1694 Newmarket Division No 100 Sons of temperence OST Newmarket 28/7/1891 Temperance
1891 UAOD 1695 Conqueror Lodge No 265 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD St Kilda 21/7/1891
1891 UAOD 1696 Surrey Lodge No 266 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Surrey Hills 31/7/1891
1891 UAOD 1697 Bairnsdale Lodge No 268 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Bairnsdale 31/7/1891
1891 UAOD 1698 Neptune Lodge No 270 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Mordialloc 31/7/1891
1891 PAFS 1699 Loyal Brighton Lodge No 55 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Brighton 31/7/1891 Protestant
1891 GUOFG 1700 Eden Lodge No 32 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG South Melbourne 10/8/1891
1891 ANA 1701 Cheltenham Branch No 118 Australian Natives Association ANA Cheltenham 13/8/1891
1891 INF 1702 Joseph Biggan Branch No 8 Irish National Foresters Friendly Society of Australasia INF Footscray 20/8/1891 Catholic
1891 INF 1703 Patrick Sarsfield Branch 9 Irish National Foresters Friendly Society of Australasia INF Port Melbourne  20/8/1891 Catholic
1891 MUIOOF 1704 Loyal Langridge Lodge No 6973 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Northcote 1/9/1891
1891 ANA 1705 Elmore Branch No 119 Australian Natives Association ANA Elmore 15/9/1891
1891 ANA 1706 Yarraville Branch No 121 Australian Natives Association ANA Yarraville 24/9/1891
1891 MUIOOF 1707 Loyal Constant Lodge No 6974 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Dandenong 24/9/1891
1891 OST 1708 Star of Birregurra Sons of Temperance OST Birregurra 10/10/1891 Temperance
1891 OST 1709 Federal Division No 103 Sons of Temperance OST Colac 10/10/1891 Temperance
1891 OST 1710 Hygeia Division No 107 Sons of Temperance OST Queenscliff 10/10/1891 Temperance
1891 ANA 1711 Mornington Branch No 120 Australian Natives Association ANA Mornington 26/10/1891
1891 MUIOOF 1712 Loyal Coalville Lodge No 6976 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Coalville, Gippsland 2/11/1891
1891 OST 1713 Northcote Division Sons of Temperance OST Northcote 13/11/1891 Temperance
1891 IOR 1714 Sunbeam Tent No 317 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Wangaratta 28/11/1891 Temperance
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1891 PAFS 1715 Loyal Northcote Lodge No 52 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Northcote 7/12/1891 Protestant
1891 IOR 1716 Rose of Livingstone Tent No 314 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Omeo 18/12/1891 Temperance
1891 IOR 1717 Fairfield Tent No 325 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Fairfield 23/12/1891 Temperance
1892 ANA 1718 Koroit Branch No 122 Australian Natives Association ANA Koroit 20/1/1892
1892 IOR 1719 Star of Broughton Tent No 327 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Broughton, Koroit 27/1/1892 Temperance
1892 AOF 1720 Court Hopetoun No 7663 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Malvern 29/1/1892
1892 ANA 1721 Casterton Branch No 111 Australian Natives Association ANA Casterton 5/2/1892
1892 ANA 1722 Korumburra Branch No 123 Australian Natives Association ANA Korumburra 5/2/1892
1892 PAFS 1723 Loyal Malvern Lodge No 54 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Malvern 4/3/1892 Protestant
1892 PAFS 1724 Loyal Ramsay Lodge No 56 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Williamstown 11/3/1892 Protestant
1892 MUIOOF 1725 Loyal Terang Lodge No 6977 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Terang 28/3/1892
1892 MUIOOF 1726 Loyal Drouin Lodge No 6979 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Drouin 31/3/1892
1892 HACBS 1727 Saint Francis Xavier Branch No 253 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Mansfield 13/4/1892 Catholic
1892 MUIOOF 1728 Loyal Lake Wallace Lodge No 6975 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Edenhope 20/4/1892
1892 MUIOOF 1729 Loyal Glen Wills Lodge No 6978 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Glen Wills 20/4/1892
1892 IOR 1730 Phoenix Tent No 319 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Pyramid Hill 10/5/1892 Temperance
1892 IOR 1731 Mildura Tent No 323 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Mildura 10/5/1892 Temperance
1892 ANA 1732 Kilmore Branch No 127 Australian Natives Association ANA Kilmore 17/5/1892
1892 ANA 1733 Penshurst District Branch No 124 Australian Natives Association ANA Penshurst 9/6/1892
1892 MUIOOF 1734 Loyal Tatonga Lodge No 6980 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Tatonga, Tallangatta 28/6/1892
1892 UAOD 1735 Mildura Lodge No 273 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Mildura 4/8/1892
1892 UAOD 1736 Middle Park Lodge No 274 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Middle Park 4/8/1892
1892 UAOD 1737 Katamatite Lodge No 278 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Katamatite 4/8/1892
1892 UAOD 1738 Warragul Lodge No 284 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Warragul 4/8/1892
1892 UAOD 1739 Conquest Lodge No 286 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Brunswick 4/8/1892
1892 UAOD 1740 Honeysuckle Branch No 272 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Violet Town 8/8/1892
1892 IOR 1741 Canterbury Chimes Tent No 330 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Balwyn 11/8/1892 Temperance
1892 IOOF 1742 Loyal Mooroopna Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Mooroopna 18/8/1892
1892 IOOF 1743 Loyal Burnley Lodge No 1743 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Richmond 18/8/1892
1892 MUIOOF 1744 Loyal Cassilis Lodge No 6981 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Cassilis, near Omeo 29/8/1892
1892 ANA 1745 Wangaratta Branch No 126 Australian Natives Association ANA Wangaratta 3/9/1892
1892 ANA 1746 Rutherglen Branch No 128 Australian Natives Association ANA Rutherglen 3/9/1892
1892 ANA 1747 Morwell Branch No 130 Australian Natives Association ANA Morwell 3/9/1892
1892 ANA 1748 Wamba ? Branch No 129 Australian Natives Association ANA Wanamba ?  8/9/1892
1892 ANA 1749 Branxholme Branch No 131 Australian Natives Association ANA Branxholme 13/9/1892
1892 ANA 1750 Elsternwick Branch No 125 Australian Natives Association ANA Elsternwick 15/9/1892
1892 GUOOF 1751 East Bourke Branch No 2269 Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Brunswick 11/10/1892
1892 GUOOF 1752 The Fortuna Lodge No 2268 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Briagolong 27/10/1892
1892 IOR 1753 Federal Tent No 326 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Macorna 7/11/1892 Temperance
1892 IOR 1754 Mountain of Hope Tent No 331 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Strathbogie 7/11/1892 Temperance
1892 IOR 1755 Mirboo North Tent No 332 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Mirboo North 17/11/1892 Temperance
1892 IOOF 1756 Loyal Tatura Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Tatura 25/11/1892
1892 MUIOOF 1757 Loyal colliery Lodge No 6982 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Korumburra 2/12/1892
1892 IOR 1758 Star of the West Tent No 324 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Melbourne West 6/12/1892 Temperance
1893 MUIOOF 1684 Bairnsdale District Branch Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Bairnsdale 11/7/1893
1893 ANA 1759 Baringhup Branch No 132 Australian Natives Association ANA Baringhup 17/1/1893
1893 HACBS 1760 Mildura Branch No 257 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Mildura 6/2/1893 Catholic
1893 MUIOOF 1761 Loyal Hopetoun Lodge No 6983 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Hopetoun 10/3/1893
1893 IOR 1762 Hope of Netherley Tent No 328 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Netherly 6/5/1893 Temperance
1893 UAOD 1763 Granite Lodge No 302 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Beechworth 8/5/1893
1893 MUIOOF 1764 Loyal Sale District Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Sale 18/5/1893
1893 MUIOOF 1765 Loyal Buchan Lodge No 6984 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Buchan 1/6/1893
1893 AOF 1766 Court Fern Tree Gully No 7239 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Fern Tree Gully 13/7/1893
1893 ANA 1767 Seymour Branch No 136 Australian Natives Association ANA Seymour 17/7/1893
1893 ANA 1768 Leongatha Branch No 135 Australian Natives Association ANA Leongatha 17/7/1893
1893 IOR 1769 Castle Donnington Tent No 333 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Swan Hill 31/7/1893 Temperance
1893 IOR 1770 Garden of the East Tent No 334 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Brighton East 18/8/1893 Temperance
1893 MUIOOF 1771 Loyal Loloma Lodge No 6985 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Tatura 6/9/1893
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1893 IOR 1772 Korumburra Tent No 335 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Korumburra 14/11/1893 Temperance
1893 ANA 1773 Sebastapol Branch No 133 Australian Natives Association ANA Sebastopol 28/11/1893
1893 ANA 1774 South Yarra Branch No 134 Australian Natives Association ANA South Yarra 28/11/1893
1893 ANA 1775 Albert Park Branch No 137 Australian Natives Association ANA Albert Park 28/11/1893
1893 ANA 1776 Shepparton District Branch No 139 Australian Natives Association ANA Shepparton 28/11/1893
1894 MUIOOF 1777 Loyal Trentham Lodge No 6986 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Trentham 16/1/1894
1894 EUFSMI 1778 Echuca United Friendly Societies Association and Medical Institute Echuca 18/1/1894
1894 MBSA 1779 Mutual Benefit Society of Australasia Melbourne 23/2/1894
1894 ANA 1781 Koondrook Branch No 141 Australian Natives Association ANA Koondrook 21/3/1894
1894 ANA 1782 Chiltern Branch No 142 Australian Natives Association ANA Chiltern 11/4/1894
1894 HACBS 1783 Yea Branch No 262 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Yea 8/5/1894 Catholic
1894 ANA 1784 Gisborne Branch No 144 Australian Natives Association ANA Gisborne 12/6/1894
1894 GUOFG 1785 Excelsior Lodge No 32 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Korumburra 14/6/1894
1894 OST 1786 Pride of Maryborough Division No 105 Sons of Temperance OST Maryborough 21/6/1894 Temperance
1894 MUIOOF 1787 Loyal Beulah Lodge No 6987 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Beulah 2/7/1894
1894 ANA 1788 Jeparit branch No 146 Australian Natives Association ANA Jeparit 7/7/1894
1894 ANA 1789 North Melbourne Branch No 68 Australian Natives Association ANA North Melbourne 16/7/1894
1894 MUIOOF 1790 Loyal Jeparit Lodge No 6988 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Jeparit 20/7/1894
1894 MUIOOF 1791 Loyal Neerim Lodge No 6989 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Neerim South 20/7/1894
1894 GUOOF 1792 Pride of Prahran Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Prahran 1/8/1894
1894 ANA 1793 Napoleons branch No 147  Australian Natives Association ANA Napoleons 28/8/1894
1894 MUIOOF 1794 Loyal Kerang Lodge No 6990 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Kerang 29/8/1894
1894 ANA 1795 Beulah Branch 148 Australian Natives Association ANA Beulah 5/9/1894
1894 ANA 1796 Hopetoun Branch No 143 Australian Natives Association ANA Hopetoun 24/9/1894
1894 AOF 1797 Court St Arnaud No 7668 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF St Arnaud 1/10/1894
1894 HACBS 1798 Heathcote Branch No 265 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Heathcote 11/10/1894 Catholic
1894 SPS 1799 Werribee Branch No 15 St Patricks Society SPS Werribee 1/11/1894 Catholic
1894 ANA 1800 Maldon Branch No 20 Australian Natives Association ANA Maldon 7/11/1894
1894 IOR 1801 Border United Tent No 347 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Wahgunyah 8/11/1894 Temperance
1894 MUIOOF 1802 Loyal Steiglitz Lodge No 6991 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Steiglitz 12/11/1894
1894 OST 1803 Kew Division No 107 Order of Sons of Temperance OST Kew 17/11/1894 Temperance
1894 AOF 1804 Court Donald No 7669 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Donald 20/11/1894
1894 MUIOOF 1805 North Yarra District Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Newport 26/11/1894
1894 ANA 1806 Broadford Branch No 149 Australian Natives Association ANA Broadford 31/12/1894
1895 OST 1807 Enterprise Division No 106 Sons of Temperance OST South Yarra 6/2/1895 Temperance
1895 IOR 1808 Hope of Brim Tent No 336 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Brim 15/2/1895 Temperance
1895 CCPCAFS 1809 Coal Creek Proprietary Colliery Accident Fund Society Korumburra 22/3/1895
1895 AOF 1810 Court Jumbunna No 8281 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Jumbunna 30/3/1895
1895 MUIOOF 1811 Loyal Boort Lodge No 6992 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Boort 29/3/1895
1895 ANA 1812 Heathcote Branch No 150 Australian Natives Association ANA Heathcote 2/4/1895
1895 ANA 1813 Walhalla Branch No 157 Australian Natives Association ANA Walhalla 2/4/1895
1895 HACBS 1814 Lancefield Branch No 270 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Lancefield 24/4/1895 Catholic
1895 IOOF 1815 Loyal Braybrook Lodge No 144 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Braybrook Junction 30/4/1895
1895 ANA 1816 Winchelsea No 145 Australian Natives Association ANA Winchelsea 20/5/1895
1895 MUIOOF 1817 Loyal Wilawa Lodge No 6993 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Milawa 5/6/1895
1895 MUIOOF 1818 St Arnaud District Branch Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF St Arnaud 11/6/1895
1895 ANA 1819 Carisbrook Branch No 72 Australian Natives Association ANA Carisbrook 12/7/1895
1895 UAOD 1820 Golden Gate Lodge No 307 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Steiglitz 18/7/1895
1895 UAOD 1821 Nil Desperadum Lodge No 309 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Rutherglen 18/7/1895
1895 UAOD 1822 Korrumburra BranchNo 312 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Korumburra 18/7/1895
1895 MUIOOF 1823 Loyal Katamatite Lodge No 7270 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Katamatite 9/9/1895
1895 MUIOOF 1824 Loyal Lord Brassey Lodge No 7271 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Outtrim 9/9/1895
1895 HACBS 1825 St Laborius Branch No 269 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Eaglehawk 25/9/1895 Catholic
1895 HACBS 1826 Bacchus Marsh Branch No 273 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Bacchus Marsh 25/9/1895 Catholic
1895 ANA 1827 Queenscliffe Branch No 155 Australian Natives Association ANA Queenscliffe 26/9/1895
1895 GUOFG 1828 Garnet Lodge No 33 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners of Australia GUOFG Hawthorn 30/9/1895
1895 HACBS 1829 St Ita's Branch No 1 Ladies Catholic Benefit Society, Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Richmond 22/10/1895 Catholic Female
1895 ANA 1830 Coburg Branch No 152 Australian Natives Association ANA Coburg 24/10/1895
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1895 ANA 1831 Kew Branch No 153 Australian Natives Association ANA Kew 24/10/1895
1895 JCAS 1832 Jumbanna Colliery Accident Society Jumbunna 4/11/1895
1895 IOR 1833 Romsey Tent No 349 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Romsey 14/11/1895 Temperance
1895 IOR 1834 Hope of Yarram Tent No 350 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Yarram 14/11/1895 Temperance
1895 MUIOOF 1835 Loyal William Young Juvenile Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Williamstown 19/12/1895 Juvenile
1895 ANA 1836 Steiglitz Branch No 138 Australian Natives Association ANA Steiglitz 24/12/1895
1896 ANA 1837 Dimboola Branch No 154 Australian Natives Association ANA Dimboola 10/1/1896
1896 AOF 1838 Court Star of Bendigo Female Foresters AOF Bendigo 30/1/1896 Female
1896 IOOF 1839 Loyal Ngarveno Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Moonee Ponds 18/2/1896
1896 ANA 1840 Glen Thompson Branch No 156 Australian Natives Association ANA Glen Thompson 18/2/1896
1896 AOF 1841 Court Learmouth No 8282 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Learmonth 25/2/1896
1896 INF 1842 A M Sullivan Branch No 12 Irish National Foresters Friendly Society of Australasia INF Maryborough 17/3/1896 Catholic
1896 HACBS 1843 North Fitzroy Ladies Branch No 2 Ladies Catholic Benefit Society, Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Fitzroy North 17/3/1896 Catholic Female
1896 GUOFG 1844 Stanley Lodge No 34 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Windsor 24/3/1896
1896 UAOD 1845 Stamp Lodge No 326 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Outtrim 27/3/1896
1896 HACBS 1846 Rutherglen Branch No 275 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Rutherglen 11/4/1896 Catholic
1896 HACBS 1847 Collingwood Ladies Branch No 3 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Collingwood 11/4/1896 Catholic Female
1896 ANA 1848 Camperdown Branch No 157 Australian Natives Association ANA Camperdown 27/4/1896
1896 HACBS 1849 Bendigo Ladies Branch No 4 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Bendigo 11/5/1896 Catholic Female
1896 GUOFG 1850 Rose Lodge No 35 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Geelong West 16/6/1896
1896 IOR 1851 Hope of Normanby Tent No 353 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Jung Jung 17/6/1896 Temperance
1896 MUIOOF 1852 Loyal Nepean Lodge No 7272 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Frankston 17/6/1896
1896 HACBS 1853 Guardian Angel Branch No 278 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Yackandandah 18/6/1896 Catholic
1896 HACBS 1854 Casterton Branch No 280 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Casterton 18/6/1896 Catholic
1896 PAFS 1855 Loyal Star of Flemington Lodge Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Newmarket 2/7/1896 Protestant
1896 OST 1856 Geelong Section No 1 Junior Branch Order of Sons of Temperance OST Geelong 6/7/1896 Temperance Juvenile
1896 OST 1857 Red, White & Blue Section No 9  Junior Branch Sons of Temperance OST Warrnambool 6/7/1896 Temperance Juvenile
1896 OST 1858 Star of St Albans Junior Branch No 14 Sons of Temperance OST St Albans 6/7/1896 Temperance Juvenile
1896 OST 1859 Onward Section No 18 of the Junior Branch Sons of Temperance OST Portarlington 6/7/1896 Temperance Juvenile
1896 OST 1860 Progressive Section No 20 of the Junior Branch Sons of Temperance OST Colac 6/7/1896 Temperance Juvenile
1896 OST 1861 Sunbeam Section No 22 of the Junior Branch Sons of Temperance OST Drysdale 6/7/1896 Temperance Juvenile
1896 HACBS 1862 Chillern Branch No 277 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Chiltern 7/7/1896 Catholic
1896 AOF 1863 Court Pride of Children Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Chiltern 4/8/1896
1896 IOR 1864 Star of Lawloit Tent No 352 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Kaniva 17/9/1896 Temperance
1896 AOF 1865 Court Woods Point No 8283 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Woods Point 18/9/1896
1896 GUOFG 1866 Eden Lodge No 36 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Outtrim 25/9/1896
1896 MUIOOF 1867 Loyal Woods Point Lodge No 7273 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Woods Point 25/9/1896
1896 HACBS 1868 Beeac Branch No 258 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Beeac 5/10/1896 Catholic
1896 ANA 1869 Murchison Branch No 158 Australian Natives Association ANA Murchison 21/10/1896
1896 ANA 1870 Outtrim Branch 162 Australian Natives Association ANA Outtrim 21/10/1896
1896 ANA 1871 Yarrawonga District Branch No 159 Australian Natives Association ANA Yarrawonga 21/10/1896
1896 ANA 1872 Donald District Branch No 161 Australian Natives Association ANA Donald 21/10/1896
1896 ANA 1873 Ballan Branch No 160 Australian Natives Association ANA Ballan 21/10/1896
1896 ANA 1874 Linton Branch No 163 Australian Natives Association ANA Linton 29/10/1896
1896 MUIOOF 1875 Loyal Walwa Lodge No 7275 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Walwa 6/11/1896
1896 MUIOOF 1876 Loyal Walhalla Lodge No 7274 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Walhalla 18/11/1896
1896 IOR 1877 Eureka Tent No 355 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Beeac 19/11/1896 Temperance
1896 IOR 1878 Centennial Tent No 303 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Rochester 2/12/1896 Temperance
1897 FMAS 1879 Footscray Medical Aid Society Footscray 7/1/1897
1897 IOR 1880 Orbost Tent No 329 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Orbost 9/1/1897 Temperance
1897 MUIOOF 1881 Loyal Leongatha Lodge No 7276 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Leongatha 16/1/1897
1897 IOR 1882 Golden Hope Tent No 348 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Poowong North 26/2/1897 Temperance
1897 AOF 1883Court Maldon No 8284 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Maldon 8/5/1897
1897 BTAS 1884 Ballarat Total Abstinence Society Ballarat 15/6/1897 Temperance
1897 ANA 1885 Oakliegh District Branch No 165 Australian Natives Association ANA Oakleigh 24/6/1897
1897 ANA 1886 Nagambie Branch No 164 Australian Natives Association ANA Nagambie 27/7/1897
1897 HACBS 1887 Woods Point Branch No 289 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Woods Point 31/7/1897 Catholic
1897 MUIOOF 1888 Loyal Diamond Jubilee Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Rosedale 31/7/1897
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1897 IOOF 1889 Loyal Teutonia Lodge No 143 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF  Melbourne 31/7/1897
1897 IOOF 1890 Loyal Undera Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Undera 31/7/1897
1897 HACBS 1891 Saint Marys Ladies Branch No 5 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Melbourne West 7/8/1897 Catholic Female
1897 HACBS 1892 South Melbourne Ladies Branch No 6 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS South Melbourne 14/8/1897 Catholic Female
1897 IOR 1893 Flower of Woodstock Tent No 356 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Woodstock 14/8/1897 Temperance
1897 ANA 1894 Bright District Branch No 166 Australian Natives Association ANA Bright 28/8/1897
1897 ANA 1895 Newstead Branch No 167 Australian Natives Association ANA Newstead 7/9/1897
1897 AOF 1896 Court Bulumwaal No 7950 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Bulumwaal 24/9/1897
1897 UAOD 1897 Dundas Lodge United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Hamilton 9/10/1897
1897 OST 1898 Camberwell Division No 108 Sons of Temperance OST Camberwell 23/10/1897 Temperance
1897 HACBS 1899 Carlton Ladies Branch No 8 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Carlton 12/11/1897 Catholic Female
1897 HACBS 1900 Williamstown Ladies Branch No 7 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Williamstown 12/11/1897 Catholic Female
1897 IOR 1901 Star of Moorabbin Tent No 357 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Brighton South 13/11/1897 Temperance
1897 IOR 1902 Gladstone Tent No 346 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Cullen 22/11/1897 Temperance
1897 MUIOOF 1903 Loyal Jindivick Lodge No 7278 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Jindivik 9/12/1897
1897 GUOFG 1904 Vine Lodge No 38 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners of Australia GUOFG Spottswoode 14/12/1897
1897 HACBS 1905 Penshurst Branch No 293 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Penshurst 24/12/1897 Catholic
1897 ANA 1906 Romsey Branch No 169 Australian Natives Association ANA Romsey 30/12/1897
1898 ANA 1907 Woodend Branch No 168 Australian Natives Association ANA Woodend 5/1/1898
1898 UAOD 1908 Benalla Lodge No 344 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Benalla 7/1/1898
1898 MUIOOF 1909 Loyal Wyndham Lodge No 7279 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Werribee 12/1/1898
1898 HACBS 1910 St Joseph Branch No 259 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Coleraine 16/2/1898 Catholic
1898 HACBS 1911 Koroit Branch No 298 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Koroit 16/2/1898 Catholic
1898 MUIOOF 1912 Loyal Foster Lodge No 7281 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Foster 21/5/1898
1898 MUIOOF 1913 Loyal Corinella Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Grantville 31/5/1898
1898 IOOF 1914 Guiding Star of Freedom Rebekah Lodge No 1 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Melbourne 15/6/1898 Female
1898 IOR 1915 Star of Hope Tent No 362 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Tatura 18/6/1898 Temperance
1898 HACBS 1916 Sacred Heart Branch No 204 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Yarrawonga 13/7/1898 Catholic
1898 ANA 1917 Colac Branch No 170 Australian Natives Association ANA Colac 18/7/1898
1898 IOR 1918 Diamond Jubilee Tent No 361 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Beulah 22/8/1898 Temperance
1898 IOR 1919 Leigh Jubilee Tent No 358 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Rokewood 23/8/1898 Temperance
1898 AOF 1920 Court Maids of Abbotsford No 8739 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Warrnambool 10/9/1898 Female 
1898 MUIOOF 1921 Loyal Maffra Lodge No 7282 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Maffra 23/9/1898
1898 AOF 1922 Court Sherwood Female Independent Foresters, later No 8816 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Warrnambool 26/9/1898 Female
1898 MUIOOF 1923 Loyal Quambatook Lodge No 7283 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Quambatook 30/9/1898
1898 ANA 1924 Birchip Branch No 173 Australian Natives Association ANA Birchip 5/11/1898
1898 ANA 1925 Middle Creek Branch No 174 Australian Natives Association ANA Middle Creek 5/11/1898
1898 ANA 1926 Moyston Branch No 175 Australian Natives Association ANA Moyston 5/11/1898
1898 ANA 1927 Garfield Branch No 176 Australian Natives Association ANA Garfield 5/11/1898
1898 ANA 1928 Longwood Branch No 177 Australian Natives Association ANA Longwood 7/11/1898
1898 ANA 1929 Strathbogie Branch No 179 Australian Natives Association ANA Strathbogie 7/11/1898
1898 ANA 1930 Cape Clear branch No 180 Australian Natives Association ANA Cape Clear 7/11/1898
1898 ANA 1931 Merino Branch No 181 Australian Natives Association ANA Merino 7/11/1898
1898 ANA 1932 Beechworth Branch No 183 Australian Natives Association ANA Beechworth 19/11/1898
1898 ANA 1933 Rokewood Branch No 172 Australian Natives Association ANA Rokewood 19/11/1898
1898 ANA 1934 Mildura Branch No 171 Australian Natives Association ANA Mildura 29/11/1898
1898 INF 1935 Michael Dwyer Branch No 13 Brunswick Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Brunswick 30/11/1898 Catholic
1898 INF 1936 Wolfe Tone Branch No 14 Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Collingwood 30/11/1898 Catholic
1898 IOOF 1937 Star of the West Rebekah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Camperdown 3/12/1898 Female
1898 HACBS 1938 Swan Hill Branch No 305 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Swan Hill 17/12/1898 Catholic
1898 GUFSD 1939 Geelong United Friendly Societies Dispensary Geelong 20/12/1898
1898 ANA 1940 Benalla Branch No 182 Australian Natives Association ANA Benalla 22/12/1898
1898 ANA 1941 Wodonga Branch No 178 Australian Natives Association ANA Wodonga 22/12/1898
1899 PAFS 1942 Loyal Ferguson Lodge No 59 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society Clifton Hill 28/1/1899 Protestant
1899 PAFS 1943 Loyal Ranfurly Lodge No 60 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Outtrim 28/1/1899 Protestant
1899 ANA 1944 Dandenong Branch No 184 Australian Natives Association ANA Dandenong 9/2/1899
1899 GUOFG 1945 White Rose Lodge No 39 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Malvern 8/3/1899
1899 IOR 1946 United Austral Tent No 363 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Carlton 9/3/1899 Temperance
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1899 GUOFG 1947 Elsternwick Lodge No 40 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Elsternwick 10/3/1899
1899 SPS 1948 Coburg Branch No 13 St Patrick's Society SPS Coburg 27/3/1899 Catholic
1899 ANA 1949 Minyip Branch No 185 Australian Natives Association ANA Minyip 30/3/1899
1899 MUIOOF 1950 Loyal Pomona Lodge No 7284 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Rutherglen 27/4/1899
1899 ANA 1951 Raywood Branch No 186 Australian Natives Association ANA Raywood 10/6/1899
1899 ANA 1952 Tatura Branch No 189 Australian Natives Association ANA Tatura 17/6/1899
1899 ANA 1953 Newport Branch No 190 Australian Natives Association ANA Newport 17/6/1899
1899 HACBS 1954 Sacred Heart Branch No 309 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Kew 17/7/1899 Catholic
1899 HACBS 1955 Quambatook Branch No 310 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Quambatook 18/7/1899 Catholic
1899 MUIOOF 1956 Loyal Cohuna Lodge No 7285 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Cohuna 18/8/1899
1899 HACBS 1957 St Arnaud Branch No 312 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS St Arnaud 11/9/1899 Catholic
1899 ANA 1958 Heidelberg Branch No 192 Australian Natives Association ANA Heidelberg 2/10/1899
1899 ANA 1959 Elmhurst Branch No 193 Australian Natives Association ANA Elmhurst 5/10/1899
1899 MUIOOF 1960 Loyal St James Lodge No 7286 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF St James 6/10/1899
1899 ANA 1961 Boort Branch No 187 Australian Natives Association ANA Boort 12/10/1899
1899 ANA 1962 Rochester Branch No 194 Australian Natives Association ANA Rochester 12/10/1899
1899 ANA 1963 Scarsdale Branch No 191 Australian Natives Association ANA Scarsdale 21/10/1899
1899 IOR 1964 Christmas Lily Tent No 365 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Staghorn Flat 6/11/1899 Temperance
1899 HACBS 1965 Brunswick Ladies Branch No 9 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Brunswick 16/11/1899 Catholic Female
1899 ANA 1966 Inglewood Branch No 188 Australian Natives Association ANA Inglewood 30/11/1899
1899 INF 1967 Tom Moore Branch No 16 Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Windsor 1/12/1899 Catholic
1900 ANA 1968 Lang Lang Branch No 195 Australian Natives Association ANA Lang Lang 20/1/1900
1900 HACBS 1969 St Patricks Branch Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Geelong 27/2/1900 Catholic
1900 IOR 1970 Commonwealth Tent No 369 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Crowlands 12/3/1900 Temperance
1900 HACBS 1971 Cobden Branch No 315 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Cobden 15/3/1900 Catholic
1900 ANA 1972 Kaleno Branch No 197 Australian Natives Association ANA Kaleno 23/3/1900
1900 ANA 1973 Loch Branch 196 Australian Natives Association ANA Loch 3/4/1900
1900 CMBS 1974 Central Medical Benefit Society Ballarat 2/7/1900
1900 ANA 1975 Carngham Branch No 198 Australian Natives Association ANA Snake Valley, Carngham 7/8/1900
1900 AWA 1976 Australian Women's Association AWA Melbourne 30/8/1900 Female
1900 OSA 1977 Federal Lodge No 42 Order of St Andrew OSA Melbourne  3/9/1900
1900 ANA 1978 Northcote Branch No 200 Australian Natives Association ANA Northcote 12/9/1900
1900 MUIOOF 1979 Loyal Kiewa Valley Lodge No 7287 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Kiewa 18/9/1900
1900 AWA 1980 Clifton Hill Branch No 1 Australian Women's Association AWA Clifton Hill 30/10/1900 Female
1900 AWA 1981 Collingwood Branch No 2 Australian Women's Association AWA Collingwood 30/10/1900 Female
1900 AWA 1982 Fitzroy Branch No 4 Australian Women's Association AWA Fitzroy 30/10/1900 Female
1900 ANA 1983 Ryanston Branch No 199 Australian Natives Association ANA Ryanston 31/10/1900
1900 AWA 1984 Carlton Branch No 3 Australian Women's Association AWA Carlton 20/11/1900 Female
1900 AWA 1985 North Melbourne Branch No 5 Australian Women's Association AWA North Melbourne 20/11/1900 Female
1900 UAOD 1986 Norma Lodge No 2 Female Branch United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Collingwood 23/11/1900 Female
1900 UAOD 1987 Lady McEacharn Lodge No 3 Female Branch United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne 23/11/1900 Female
1900 UAOD 1988 Wattle Lodge No 4 Female Branch United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Prahran 23/11/1900 Female
1900 UAOD 1989 Queen Boadicea Lodge No 5 Female Branch United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Maryborough 23/11/1900 Female
1900 AWA 1990 Footscray Branch No 7 Australian Women's Association AWA Footscray 26/11/1900 Female
1900 UAOD 1991 Eaglehawk Lodge No 362 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Eaglehawk 26/11/1900
1900 AWA 1992 Albert Park Branch No 8 Australian Women's Association AWA Albert Park 5/12/1900 Female
1900 ANA 1993 Newington Branch No 201 Australian Natives Association ANA Newington 13/12/1900
1900 MUIOOF 1994 Loyal Alpine Lodge No 7288 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Harrietville 13/12/1900
1901 HACBS 1995 St Augustines Branch No 317 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Wodonga 15/1/1901 Catholic
1901 HACBS 1996 Gunbower Branch No 318 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Gunbower 15/1/1901 Catholic
1901 HACBS 1997 Wangaratta BranchNo 319 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Wangaratta 15/1/1901 Catholic
1901 GUOOF 1998 Duke of Albany Lodge No 3764 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Abbotsford 16/1/1901
1901 PAFS 1999 Loyal Victoria Lodge No 61 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Bendigo 5/2/1901 Protestant
1901 OST 2000 Duke of York Division Order of Sons of Temperance OST Northcote 15/3/1901 Temperance
1901 ANA 2001 Heyfield Branch No 203 Australian Natives Association ANA Heyfield 27/5/1901
1901 AWA 2002 Richmond Branch No 8 Australian Women's Association AWA Richmond 31/5/1901 Female
1901 UAOD 2003 Commonwealth Lodge United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Kyabram 31/5/1901
1901 UAOD 2004 Holly Bush Lodge No 372 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Holly Bush 4/6/1901
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1901 UAOD 2005 Sale Lodge No 373 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Sale 4/6/1901
1901 ANA 2006 Violet Town Branch No 204 Australian Natives Association ANA Violet Town 7/6/1901
1901 UAOD 2007 Lady Hopetoun Lodge No 6 Female Branch United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Burnley 27/6/1901 Female
1901 ANA 2008 Holly Bush Branch No 202 Australian Natives Association ANA Holly Bush 5/7/1901
1901 AOF 2009 Court Melbourne No 8653 Female Branch Ancient Order of Foresters AOF South Yarra 15/7/1901 Female
1901 UAOD 2010 Federal Lodge No 7 Female Branch United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD South Melbourne 9/8/1901 Female
1901 UAOD 2011 Duchess of York Lodge No 8 Female Branch United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Port Melbourne 9/8/1901 Female
1901 HACBS 2012 St Kyrau's Branch No 320 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Rokewood 21/8/1901 Catholic
1901 HACBS 2013 Terang Branch No 321 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Terang 21/8/1901 Catholic
1901 HACBS 2014 Warrnambool Ladies Branch No 10 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Warrnambool 21/8/1901 Catholic Female
1901 UAOD 2015 Lady Anglesea Lodge No 9 Female Branch United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Brunswick 22/8/1901 Female
1901 IOR 2016 Star of Cohuna Tent No 368 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Cohuna 28/8/1901 Temperance
1901 HACBS 2017 Carlton Branch No 169 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Carlton 3/9/1901 Catholic
1901 MUIOOF 2018 Loyal Macorna Lodge No 7289 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Macorna 13/9/1901
1901 GUOFG 2019 Forget Me Not Lodge No 41 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Jumbunna 14/9/1901
1901 SPS 2020 Fitzroy Branch No 16 Saint Patrick's Society SPS Fitzroy 21/9/1901 Catholic
1901 HACBS 2021 St Agnes Ladies Branch No 11 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS St Kilda 27/9/1901 Catholic Female
1901 AOF 2022 Court Duchess of York Female Branch No 8654 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Collingwood 15/10/1901 Female
1901 AOF 2023 Court Alexandra Female Branch No 8655 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Richmond 15/10/1901 Female
1901 AWA 2024 Nathalia Branch No 9 Australian Women's Association AWA Nathalia 26/10/1901 Female
1901 AWA 2025 Mildura Branch No 10 Australian Women's Association AWA Mildura 19/11/1901 Female
1901 AWA 2026 Echuca Branch No 11 Australian Women's Association AWA Echuca 19/11/1901 Female
1901 IOOF 2027 Star of the West Rebekah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Camperdown 23/11/1901 Female
1901 IOOF 2028 Star of Hope Rebekah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Colac 23/11/1901 Female
1901 IOOF 2029 Star of Friendship Rebekah LodgeIndependent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Williamstown 23/11/1901 Female
1901 IOOF 2030 Morning Star Rebekah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Creswick 23/11/1901 Female
1901 IOOF 2031 Star of the East Rebekah Lodge No 2031 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Hawthorn 23/11/1901 Female
1901 IOOF 2032 Mountain Star Rebekah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Walhalla 23/11/1901 Female
1901 INF 2033 T B McManus Branch No 10 Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Richmond 5/12/1901 Catholic
1901 INF 2034 Lord Edward Fitzgerald Branch No 15 Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Werribee 5/12/1901 Catholic
1901 INF 2035 John Mitchell Branch No 17 Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Korumburra 7/12/1901 Catholic
1901 IOOF 2036 Loyal Heytesbury Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Cobden 13/12/1901
1901 IOOF 2037 Star of the South Rebakah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Prahran 20/12/1901 Female
1902 UAOD 2038 Universal Lodge Female Branch No 11 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Mildura 20/1/1902 Female
1902 UAOD 2039 Glenfine Lodge No 381 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Pitfield 20/1/1902
1902 AWA 2040 South Melbourne Branch No 12 Australian Women's Association AWA South Melbourne 20/1/1902 Female
1902 UAOD 2041 Maldon Lodge No 383 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Maldon 27/1/1902
1902 UAOD 2042 Lord Nelson Lodge No 382 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD St Arnaud 27/1/1902
1902 UAOD 2043 Castlmaine Lodge No 384 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Castlmaine 30/1/1902
1902 AOF 2044 Court Princess of Wales Female Branch No 8656 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF South Melbourne 11/2/1902 Female
1902 AOF 2045 Court Lady Hopetoun Female Branch No 8659 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF  Maldon 11/2/1902 Female
1902 AOF 2046 Court Carlton Female Branch No 8658 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Carlton 11/2/1902 Female
1902 UAOD 2047 Lady Gillott Lodge Female Branch No 12 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Footscray 17/2/1902 Female
1902 UAOD 2048 Pride of the Murray Lodge No 388 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Koondrook 8/3/1902
1902 AWA 2049 Ballarat Branch No 13 Australian Women's Association AWA Ballarat 8/4/1902 Female
1902 AWA 2050 Prahran Branch No 14 Australian Women's Association AWA Prahran 8/4/1902 Female
1902 IOR 2051 Hope of Ringwood Tent No 372 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Ringwood 14/4/1902 Temperance
1902 IOR 2052 Pride of Glenfine Tent No 380 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Holly Bush 14/4/1902 Temperance
1902 HACBS 2053 Saint Brighid's Ladies Branch No 12 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Geelong 15/2/1902 Catholic Female
1902 ANA 2054 Melton Branch No 206 Australian Natives Association ANA Melton 6/5/1902
1902 ANA 2055 Mepunga East Branch No 207 Australian Natives Association ANA Mepunga East 6/5/1902
1902 ANA 2056 Camberwell Branch No 208 Australian Natives Association ANA Camberwell 6/5/1902
1902 IOR 2057 Leongatha Tent No 375 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Leongatha 14/5/1902 Temperance
1902 IOR 2058 Hope of Koondrook Tent No 378 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Koondrook 14/5/1902 Temperance
1902 IOR 2059 Mountaineers Tent No 381 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Tallangatta 14/5/1902 Temperance
1902 IOR 2060 Mallee Star Tent No 382 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Barrapoort 14/5/1902 Temperance
1902 UAOD 2061 Ararat Lodge No 390 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Ararat 15/5/1902
1902 UAOD 2062 Stawell Lodge No 391 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Stawell 15/5/1902
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1902 UAOD 2063 Horsham Lodge No 392 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Horsham 15/5/1902
1902 HACBS 2064 Queen of Angels Ladies Branch No 13 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Footscray 24/5/1902 Catholic Female
1902 IOR 2065 Terang Tent No 376 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Terang 31/5/1902 Temperance
1902 AWA 2066 Carisbrook Branch No 16 Australian Women's Association AWA Carisbrook 6/6/1902 Female
1902 AWA 2067 Flemington Branch No 17 Australian Women's Association AWA Flemington 6/6/1902 Female
1902 HACBS 2068 St John the Evangalist Branch No 360 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Sunbury 14/6/1902 Catholic
1902 AWA 2069 Cheltenham Branch No 18 Australian Women's Association AWA Cheltenham 3/7/1902 Female
1902 ANA 2070 Korong Vale Branch No 209 Australian Natives Association ANA Korong Vale 12/7/1902
1902 INF 2071 Thomas Davis Branch No 18 Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Malvern 12/7/1902 Catholic
1902 HACBS 2072 St Columba Branch No 361 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Queenscliff 19/7/1902 Catholic
1902 HACBS 2073 St Anthony's Ladies Branch No 14 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Elsternwick 25/7/1902 Catholic Female
1902 UAOD 2074 Beaufort Lodge No 393 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Beaufort 6/8/1902
1902 UAOD 2075 Colac Branch No 395 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Colac 6/8/1902
1902 AWA 2076 Brunswick Branch No 15 Australian Women's Association AWA Brunswick 7/8/1902 Female
1902 IOOF 2077 Golden Star Rebekah Lodge No 2077 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Bendigo 9/8/1902 Female
1902 IOOF 2078 Star of Industry Rebekah Lodge  Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Collingwood 9/8/1902 Female
1902 IOR 2079 Comrades Tent No 388 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Wedderburn 11/8/1902 Temperance
1902 AOF 2080 Court Auburn No 8711 Ancient Order Foresters AOF Auburn 12/8/1902
1902 UAOD 2081 Terang Lodge No 396 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Terang 12/8/1902
1902 UAOD 2082 Camperdown Lodge No 397 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Camperdown 12/8/1902
1902 UAOD 2083 Casterton Lodge No 398 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Casterton 15/8/1902
1902 UAOD 2084 Portland Lodge No 399 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Portland 15/8/1902
1902 UAOD 2085 Coronation Lodge No 400 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Ballarat North 15/8/1902
1902 MUIOOF 2086 Loyal Narracan Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Moe 26/8/1902
1902 MUIOOF 2087 Loyal O T Orr Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Malvern 28/8/1902
1902 PAFS 2088 Loyal Warragul Lodge No 62 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Warragul 29/8/1902 Protestant
1902 PAFS 2089 Loyal Glenferrie Lodge No 63 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Hawthorn 29/8/1902 Protestant
1902 PAFS 2090 Loyal Coronation Lodge No 64 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Moonee Ponds 29/8/1902 Protestant
1902 PAFS 2091 Loyal Chamberlain Lodge No 65 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Castlemaine 29/8/1902 Protestant
1902 UAOD 2092 Shepparton United Lodge No 402 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Shepparton 25/9/1902
1902 UAOD 2093 Tatura United Lodge No 403 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Tatura 25/9/1902
1902 AWA 2094 Hawthorn Branch No 19 Australian Women's Association AWA Hawthorn 8/10/1902 Female
1902 AWA 2095 Stawell Branch No 20 Australian Women's Association AWA Stawell 8/10/1902 Female
1902 MUIOOF 2096 Loyal Upper Yarra Lodge No 7292 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Yarra Junction 9/10/1902
1902 IOOF 2097 Tungamah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Tungamah 9/10/1902
1902 IOR 2098 Royal Wecome Tent No 379 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Werribee 15/10/1902 Temperance
1902 IOOF 2099 Star of Peace Rebekah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Flemington 28/10/1902 Female
1902 AWA 2100 Ararat Branch No 21 Australian Women's Association AWA Ararat 31/10/1902 Female
1902 ANA 2101 Berringa & Staffordshire Branch No 205 Australian Natives Association ANA Berringa 14/11/1902
1902 AWA 2102 Brighton Branch No 22 Australian Women's Association AWA Brighton 31/10/1902 Female
1902 UAOD 2103 Wangaratta Lodge No 405 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Wangaratta 14/11/1902
1902 UAOD 2104 Yarrawonga Lodge No 406 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Yarrawonga 17/11/1902
1902 ANA 2105 Trafalgar Branch No 210 Australian Natives Association ANA Trafalgar 24/11/1902
1902 MUIOOF 2106 Loyal Jumbunna Lodge No 7293 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Jumbunna 25/11/1902
1902 IOOF 2107 Star of Fidelity Rebakah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Footscray 2/12/1902
1902 HACBS 2108 St Veronica's Ladies Branch No 15 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Hawthorn 2/12/1902 Catholic Female
1903 MUIOOF 2109 Loyal South Gippsland District Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Leongatha 3/2/1903
1903 HACBS 2110 Warragul Branch No 375 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Warragul 5/2/1903 Catholic
1903 IOR 2111 Star of Rosstown Tent No 377 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Rosstown, Carnegie 25/2/1903 Temperance
1903 IOR 2112 Sir George White Tent No 373 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Creswick 25/2/1903 Temperance
1903 IOR 2113 Wycheproof Tent No 384 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Wycheproof 6/3/1903 Temperance
1903 ANA 2114 Beech Forest Branch No 211 Australian Natives Association ANA Beech Forest 7/3/1903
1903 AWA 2115 Preston Branch No 23 Australian Women's Association AWA Preston 23/3/1903 Female
1903 IOR 2116 Star of Hopetoun Tent No 337 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Hopetoun 6/5/1903 Temperance
1903 IOR 2117 Lindenow Tent No 383 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Lindenow 6/5/1903 Temperance
1903 IOR 2118 Hope of Colac Tent No 388 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Colac 6/5/1903 Temperance
1903 HACBS 2119 Bairnsdale Branch No 374 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Bairnsdale 15/5/1903 Catholic
1903 HACBS 2120 Morwell Branch No 376 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Morwell 15/5/1903 Catholic
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1903 HACBS 2121 Camperdown Branch No 382 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Camperdown 15/5/1903 Catholic
1903 HACBS 2122 Rushworth Branch No 381 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Rushworth 15/5/1903 Catholic
1903 UAOD 2123 Royal Lodge No 411 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Clifton Hill 22/5/1903
1903 AOF 2124 Court Princess May Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Port Melbourne 22/5/1903 Female 
1903 HACBS 2125 Traralgon Branch No 380 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Traralgon 22/5/1903 Catholic
1903 CFSMU 2126 Casterton Friendly Societies Medical Union Casterton 9/6/1903
1903 MUIOOF 2127 Loyal King Valley Lodge No 7294 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Whitfield 18/6/1903
1903 IOOF 2128 Crystal Star Rebekah Lodge  Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Brunswick East 14/7/1903 Female
1903 OST 2129 Canterbury Division No 110 Sons of Temperance OST Canterbury 14/7/1903 Temperance
1903 AOF 2130 Court Parkville female Branch No 8713 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Brunswick 24/7/1903 Female
1903 INF 2131 Peter Lalor Branch No 20 Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Ballarat 14/8/1903 Catholic
1903 INF 2132 John Martin Branch Irish National Foresters Catholic Benefit Society INF Leongatha 14/8/1903 Catholic
1903 MUIOOF 2133 Loyal Moyhu Lodge No 7295 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Moyhu 8/9/1903
1903 IOOF 2134 Star of Promise Rebekah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Geelong 21/10/1903 Female
1903 UAOD 2135 Queen of the Sea Lodge Female Branch No 14 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Warrnambool 17/11/1903 Female
1903 UAOD 2136 Queen of the Grampians Lodge female Branch No 15 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Stawell 17/11/1903 Female
1903 UAOD 2137 Lady Gwalia Lodge Female Branch No 13 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Northcote 28/11/1903 Female
1903 OST 2138 Sheutou Division Sons of Temperance OST Geelong 31/12/1903 Temperance
1904 IOR 2139 Golden Rule Tent No 366  Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Heyfield 7/3/1904 Temperance
1904 UAOD 2140 Lady Elliott Lodge Female Branch No 16 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Moonee Ponds 22/3/1904 Female
1904 MUIOOF 2141 Loyal Glenrowan No 7296 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Glenrowan 9/4/1904
1904 HACBS 2142 St Mark's Branch No 385 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Devenish 14/4/1904 Catholic
1904 HACBS 2143 St Ursula's Ladies Branch No 16 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Essendon 2/5/1904 Catholic Female
1904 HACBS 2144 St Joseph's Ladies Branch No 17 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Port Melbourne 2/5/1904 Catholic Female
1904 HACBS 2145 St Elizabeth's Ladies Branch No 18 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Clifton Hill 2/5/1904 Catholic Female
1904 HACBS 2146 Mount Prospect Branch No 384 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Mount Prospect 14/5/1904 Catholic
1904 ANA 2147 Doomburrin Branch No 213 Australian Natives Association ANA Fish Creek 20/5/1904
1904 ANA 2148 Drysdale Branch No 214 Australian Natives Association ANA Drysdale 30/5/1904
1904 HACBS 2149 St Michael's Ladies Branch No 19 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS North Melbourne 31/5/1904 Catholic Female
1904 GUOOF 2150 Yarram Yarram Lodge No 5177 Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Yarram Yarram 14/6/1904
1904 HACBS 2151 Cathedral Ladies Branch No 20 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Fitzroy 21/7/1904 Catholic Female
1904 HACBS 2152 Ballarat Ladies Branch  No 21 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Ballarat 21/7/1904 Catholic Female
1904 IOOF 2153 Loyal Forrest Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Forrest 26/7/1904
1904 IOOF 2154 Berringa Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Berringa 21/7/1904
1904 MUIOOF 2155 Loyal Moriac Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Mount Moriac 2/8/1904
1904 HACBS 2156 Mentone Branch No 408 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Mentone 8/8/1904 Catholic
1904 UAOD 2157 Italians Lodge No 414 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Italians 8/8/1904
1904 HACBS 2158 Saint Michaels No 386 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS North Melbourne 13/8/1904 Catholic
1904 IOR 2159 Metcalfe Tent No 391 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Metcalfe 23/8/1904 Temperance
1904 UAOD 2160 Lady Mona Lodge Female Branch No 19 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne West 24/8/1904 Female
1904 ANA 2161 Cranbourne Branch No 215 Australian Natives Association ANA Cranbourne 27/8/1904
1904 CHNUFSD 2162 Clifton Hill and Northcote United Friendly Societies Dispensary Fitzroy North 30/8/1904
1904 KJCAFS 2163 Korumburra and Jeetho Colliery Accident Fund Society Korumburra 31/8/1904
1904 IOR 2164 Hope of Yackandandah Tent No 354 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Yackandandah 6/9/1904 Temperance
1904 INF 2165 John Dillon Branch Irish National Foresters Catholic Friendly Society INF Berringa 19/9/1904 Catholic
1904 UAOD 2166 Rose of Carlton Lodge Female Branch No 19 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Carlton North 1/10/1904 Female
1904 AOF 2167 Court Warrnambool No 4126 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Warrnambool 5/10/1904
1904 AWA 2168 Northcote Branch No 24 Australian Women's Association AWA Northcote 20/10/1904 Female
1904 AWA 2169 Maryborough Branch No 25 Australian Women's Association AWA Maryborough 20/10/1904 Female
1904 AWA 2170 Geelong Branch No 26 Australian Women's Association AWA Geelong 20/10/1904 Female
1904 AWA 2171 Daylesford Branch No 27 Australian Women's Association AWA Daylesford 5/11/1904 Female
1904 ANA 2172 Sandringham Branch No 316 Australian Natives Association ANA Sandringham 11/11/1904
1904 IOOF 2173 King Edward Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Pitfield 24/11/1904
1904 IOOF 2174 Loyal Pomborneit Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Pomborneit 24/11/1904
1904 IOOF 2175 Star of Freedom Rebekah Lodge No 20 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Carlton North 24/11/1904 Female
1904 IOOF 2176 Star of Constancy Rebekah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Richmond 24/11/1904 Female
1904 IOOF 2177 Loyal Coburg Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Coburg 24/11/1904
1904 IOOF 2178 Loyal Fairfield Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Fairfield 24/11/1904
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1904 IOOF 2179 Star of Fellowship Rebekah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Stawell 24/11/1904 Female
1904 IOR 2180 Hope of Framlingham Tent No 398 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Framlingham 30/11/1904 Temperance
1904 UAOD 2181 Princess Lodge Female Branch No 20 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Melbourne  30/11/1904 Female
1904 MUIOOF 2182 Loyal Euroa Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Euroa 7/12/1904
1905 MUIOOF 2183 Loyal Standard Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Granya 10/1/1905
1905 MUIOOF 2184 Loyal Birthday Lodge No 7804 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Berringa 10/1/1905
1905 ANA 2185 Yarragon Branch No 217 Australian Natives Association ANA Yarragon 21/2/1905
1905 IOOF 2186 Loyal Park Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Albert Park 21/2/1905
1905 MUIOOF 2187 Loyal Sandringham Lodge No 7806 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Sandringham 15/3/1905
1905 HACBS 2188 Our Lady of Mount Carmel Branch No 437 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Middle Park 15/3/1905 Catholic
1905 HACBS 2189 St Mary's Juvenile Branch No 1 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Williamstown 15/3/1905 Catholic Juvenile
1905 HACBS 2190 Star of the Sea Juvenile Branch No 2 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Melbourne West 15/3/1905 Catholic Juvenile
1905 HACBS 2191 St Stanislaus Juvenile Branch No 3 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Richmond 15/3/1905 Catholic Juvenile
1905 UAOD 2192 Bena Lodge No 420 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Bena, Gippsland 13/5/1905
1905 UAOD 2193 Traralgon Lodge No 426 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Traralgon 13/5/1905
1905 AWA 2194 Port Melbourne Branch No 29 Australian Women's Association AWA Port Melbourne 28/6/1905 Female
1905 AOF 2195 Court Wangaratta No 8714 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Wangaratta 10/7/1905
1905 MUIOOF 2196 Loyal Thorpdale Lodge No 7807 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Thorpdale 22/7/1905
1905 UAOD 2197 Tallangatta Lodge No 427 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Tallangatta 14/8/1905
1905 AOF 2198 Court Shepparton No 8715 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Shepparton 14/9/1905
1905 HDUFSD 2199 Hawthorn and District United Friendly Societies Dispensary Hawthorn 18/8/1905
1905 UAOD 2200 Delatite Lodge No 428 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Mansfield 1/9/1905
1905 HACBS 2201 Our Lady of Mount Carmel Ladies Branch No 22 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Middle Park 6/9/1905 Catholic Female
1905 UAOD 2202 Jamieson Lodge No 430 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Jamieson 8/9/1905
1905 UAOD 2203 Warracknabeal Lodge No 431 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Warracknabeal 26/9/1905
1905 UAOD 2204 Stonehenge Star Lodge Female Branch No 21 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Fitzroy 6/10/1905 Female
1905 IOOF 2205 Loyal Movia Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Benalla 16/10/1905
1905 IOOF 2206 Marengo Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Marengo 16/10/1905
1905 IOOF 2207 Star of Purity Rebekah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Hawthorn 16/10/1905 Female
1905 IOOF 2208 Loyal Ripon Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Ararat 20/10/1905
1905 IOR 2209 Light of Kiata Tent No 392 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Kiata 28/10/1905 Temperance
1905 IOOF 2210 Loyal Vincent Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Daylesford 31/10/1905
1905 AOF 2211 Court Yarram No 8716Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Yarram 9/11/1905
1905 UAOD 2212 Creswick Lodge No 432 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Creswick 6/12/1905
1905 UAOD 2213 Inglewood Lodge No 433 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Inglewood 6/12/1905
1905 UAOD 2214 Swan Hill Lodge No 435 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Swan Hill 7/12/1905
1905 ANA 2215 Briagolong Branch No 220 Australian Natives Association ANA Briagolong 11/12/1905
1905 UAOD 2216 Victory Lodge No 436 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Castlemaine 16/12/1905
1905 UAOD 2217 Plenty Lodge No 418 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Yan Yean South 30/12/1905
1906 ANA 2218 Pimpinio Branch No 221 Australian Natives Association ANA Pimpinio 16/1/1906
1906 IOR 2219 Prosperity Tent No 340 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Merrigum 15/2/1906 Temperance
1906 IOR 2220 The Supplejack Tent No 401 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Dumbalk 15/2/1906 Temperance
1906 IOR 2221 Hope of Port Fairy tent No 395 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Port Fairy 17/2/1906 Temperance
1906 IOR 2222 Apollo Bay Excelsior Tent No 402 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Apollo Bay 17/2/1906 Temperance
1906 ANA 2223 Mortlake Branch No 222 Australian Natives Association ANA Mortlake 16/3/1906
1906 AOF 2224 Court Queen of the South Female Branch No 9117 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF South Melbourne 2/6/1906 Female
1906 AOF 2225 Court Sea Spray No 9118 female Branch Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Brighton 23/6/1906 Female
1906 ANA 2226 Traralgon Branch No 223 Australian Natives Association ANA Traralgon 4/7/1906
1906 MUIOOF 2227 Loyal Watchem Lodge No 7808 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Watchem 25/7/1906
1906 MUIOOF 2228 Loyal Somerville Lodge No 7809 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Somerville 25/7/1906
1906 IOOF 2229 Indi Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Beechworth 26/7/1906
1906 IOOF 2230 Star of Progress Rebekah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Ballarat 26/7/1906 Female
1906 IOOF 2231 Loyal Warrack Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Warracknabeal 26/7/1906
1906 IOOF 2232 Loyal Brighton Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Brighton 26/7/1906
1906 IOR 2233 Narracan Tent No 405 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Narracan 30/8/1906 Temperance
1906 IOR 2234 Hope of Allendale Tent No 408 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Allendale 30/8/1906 Temperance
1906 IOR 2235 The Baulkamaugh Tent No 415 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Baulkamaugh 30/8/1906 Temperance
1906 IOR 2236 The Darnum Tent No 418 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Darnum 30/8/1906 Temperance
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1906 UAOD 2237 Daylesford Lodge No 437 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Daylesford 8/9/1906
1906 UAOD 2238 Lady Felix Lodge No 22 Female Branch United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Newmarket 8/9/1906 Female
1906 IOR 2239 Dimboola Tent No 404 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Dimboola 29/9/1906 Temperance
1906 IOR 2240 Toora Tent No 410 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Toora 29/9/1906 Temperance
1906 ANA 2241 Middle Park Branch No 224 Australian Natives Association ANA Middle Park 9/10/1906
1906 MUIOOF 2242 Loyal Rainbow Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Rainbow 10/10/1906
1906 AOF 2243 Court Clifton No 9119 Female Branch Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Clifton Hill 19/10/1906 Female
1906 IOR 2244 Hope of Glengarry Tent No 416 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Glengarry 20/10/1906 Temperance
1906 MCUFSD 2245 Malvern & District United Friendly Societies Dispensary Malvern 15/12/1906
1907 GUOOF 2246 Loyal Melton Lodge No 5178 Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Melton 8/1/1907
1907 ANA 2247 Toora Branch No 225 Australian Natives Association ANA Toora 15/2/1907
1907 AOF 2248 Court Oakleigh 9120 Female Branch Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Oakleigh 25/2/1907 Female
1907 HACBS 2249 St Ann's Ladies Branch No 23 St Ann's Ladies Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Northcote 16/4/1907 Catholic Female
1907 AWA 2250 Coburg Branch No 30 Australian Women's Association AWA Coburg 20/4/1907 Female
1907 IOR 2251 Hope of Willaura Tent 438 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Willaura 11/5/1907 Temperance
1907 IOR 2252 Hope of Sea Lake Tent No 426 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Sea Lake 11/5/1907 Temperance
1907 PAFS 2253 Loyal White Rose Lodge No 1 Protestant Alliance Friendly Society PAFS Port Melbourne 15/5/1907 Protestant
1907 IOR 2254 Fortuna Tent No 429 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Caulfield 29/5/1907 Temperance
1907 OST 2255 Alpha Division Alphington Order of Sons of Temperance OST Alphington 10/6/1907 Temperance
1907 UAOD 2256 Mordialloc Lodge No 450 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Mordialloc 10/6/1907
1907 ANA 2257 Ampitheatre Branch No 227 Australian Natives Association ANA Amphitheatre 25/6/1907
1907 MUIOOF 2258 Loyal Mirboo North No 7812 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Mirboo North 6/7/1907
1907 GUOFG 2259 Daphne Lodge No 4 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Fitzroy North 16/7/1907
1907 ANA 2260 Balnarring Branch No 228 Australian Natives Association ANA Balnarring 17/7/1907
1907 AWA 2261 Bendigo Branch No 31 Australian Women's Association AWA Bendigo 17/7/1907 Female
1907 UAOD 2262 Queen of Bendigo Lodge Female Branch No 23 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Bendigo 30/7/1907 Female
1907 HACBS 2263 Sacred Heart  Branch No 439 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Preston 2/8/1907 Catholic
1907 HACBS 2264 St Theresa Ladies Branch No 24  Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Kew 7/8/1907 Catholic Female
1907 HACBS 2265 St Monica Juvenile Branch No 5 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Footscray 7/8/1907 Catholic Juvenile
1907 ANA 2266 Neerim Branch No 226 Australian Natives Association ANA Neerim 19/8/1907
1907 ANA 2267 Berriwillock Branch No 229 Australian Natives Association ANA Berriwillock 26/8/1907
1907 IOR 2268 Loyal Taradale Tent No 417 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Taradale 31/8/1907 Temperance
1907 IOR 2269 Star of Donald Tent No 431 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Donald 31/8/1907 Temperance
1907 IOR 2270 Aspiration Tent No 437 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Tarnagulla 31/8/1907 Temperance
1907 IOR 2271 Hope of Windsor Tent 441 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Windsor 31/8/1907 Temperance
1907 IOR 2272 Princess May Women's Tent No 19 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR South Yarra  21/8/1907 Temperance Female
1907 INF 2273 Joseph Devlin Branch Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Bendigo 2/9/1907 Catholic
1907 ANA 2274 Dookie Branch No 230 Australian Natives Association ANA Dookie 6/9/1907
1907 HACBS 2275 St Peter's Branch No 459 St Peters Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Birregurra 17/10/1907 Catholic
1907 HACBS 2276 St Joseph Branch Juvenile No 4 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Port Melbourne 24/10/1907 Catholic Juvenile
1907 HACBS 2277  St Ambrose Branch  Juvenile No 6 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Brunswick 24/10/1907 Catholic Juvenile
1907 IOOF 2278 Loyal Anglesey Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Yea 26/10/1907
1907 IOOF 2279 Star of Harmony Rebekah Lodge Female Branch Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF  Ararat 26/10/1907 Female
1907 AWA 2280 St Kilda Branch No 33 Australian Women's Association AWA St Kilda 9/11/1907 Female
1907 AWA 2281 Castlemaine Branch No 35 Australian Women's Association AWA Castlemaine 25/11/1907 Female
1907 AWA 2282 Sale Branch No 34 Australian Women's Association AWA Sale 2/12/1907 Female
1908 HACBS 2283 Shepparton Branch No 460 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Shepparton 13/1/1908 Catholic
1908 IOR 2284 Bruthen Tent No 406 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Bruthen 4/2/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2285 Mountain Wave Tent No 425 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Welshpool 4/2/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2286 Star of Sandringham Tent No 430 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Sandringham 4/2/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2287 Hope of Cooma Tent No 433 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Cooma, NSW? 4/2/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2288 The Dunkeld Tent No 436 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Dunkeld 4/2/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2289 Hope of Inglewood Tent No 440 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Inglewood 4/2/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2290 Hope of Italians Tent No 390 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Italians 7/2/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2291 Bolinda Tent No 413 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Lindenow 7/2/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2292 Star of Meeniyan Tent No 422 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Meeniyan 7/2/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2293 Monaro Tent No 443 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Wy Yung 7/2/1908 Temperance
1908 AWA 2294 Clunes Branch No 36 Australian Women's Association AWA Clunes 10/2/1908 Female
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1908 UAOD 2295 Princess Alice Lodge Female Branch No 24 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Geelong 10/2/1908 Female
1908 IOR 2296 Neerim Excellsior Tent No 387 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Neerim South 13/2/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2297 Outtrim Crusaders Tent No 364 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Outtrim 18/2/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2298 Morwell Tent No 434 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Morwell 18/2/1908 Temperance
1908 FDUFSD 2299 Flemington & District United Friendly Societies Dispensary Flemington 28/2/1908
1908 IOR 2300 Star of Nagambie Tent No 385 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Nagambie 3/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2301 Hope of Paynesville Tent No 396 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Paynesville 3/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2302 Mizpah Tent No 407 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Murtoa 3/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2303 Rainbow Promise Tent No 414 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Rainbow 3/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2304 Jumbunna Endeavour Tent No 419 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Jumbunna 3/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2305 Magnet Tent No 423 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Yarragon 3/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2306 Tyers Tent No 435 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Tyers 3/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2307 Victory Tent No 442 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Thorpdale South 3/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2308 Lilac Tent No 360 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Appin 7/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2309 Duke of York Tent No 374 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Seymour 7/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2310 Hope of Berringa Tent No 379 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Berringa 7/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2311 Trafalgar Tent No 394 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Trafalgar 7/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2312 Hope of Chiltern Tent No 399 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Chiltern 9/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2313 Hope of Longwood Tent No 411 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Longwood 9/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2314 Pride of White Hills Tent No 427 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR White Hills 9/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2315 Hope of Newham Tent No 432 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Newham 9/3/1908 Temperance
1908 INF 2316 Daughters of Erin Female Branch Irish National Foresters Catholic Friendly Society INF Melbourne 10/3/1908 Catholic Female
1908 INF 2317 Erin's Hope Branch Irish National Foresters Catholic Friendly Society INF Malvern 10/3/1908 Catholic
1908 GAGYPS 2318 Ashby & Geelong Yearly Provident Society (Dividing) Geelong 20/3/1908 Dividing
1908 PMVYBS 2319 Victoria Yearly Benefit Society (Dividing) Port Melbourne 20/3/1908 Dividing
1908 GUOOF 2320 Melbourne Council Masters Chapter Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Melbourne 21/3/1908
1908 MGCMISBA 2321 Metropolitan Gas Company's Meter Inspectors Sick and Benefit Association (Dividing) Melbourne 31/3/1908 Dividing
1908 IOR 2322 Christmas Lily Tent No 365 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Staghorn 25/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2323 Shakespeare Tent No 370 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Stratford 25/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2324 Star of Templestowe Tent No 421 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Templestowe 25/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2325 Rudduck Vale Tent No 428 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Mount Eccles 25/3/1908 Temperance
1908 IOOF 2326 Star of Enterprise Rebekah Lodge No 27 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Northcote 26/3/1908 Female
1908 DHMSAS 2327 Denton Hat Mills Sick & Accident Society (Dividing) Abbotsford 28/3/1908 Dividing
1908 BBMBS 2328 Broadbent Bros & Cos Mutual Benefit Society Ballarat 6/4/1908
1908 IOR 2329 Star of Hopetoun Tent No 337 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Hopetoun 15/4/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2330 Melton Pride Tent No 367 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Baudalapuah ? 15/4/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2331 Coronation Tent No 386 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Strathbogie North 15/4/1908 Temperance
1908 JDSESAS 2332 John Danks & Son Pty Ltd Employees Sick & Accident Society (Dividing) South Melbourne 6/4/1908 Dividing
1908 ANA 2333 Newry Branch No 233 Australian Natives Association ANA Newry 14/5/1908
1908 HACBS 2334 The Sacred Heart Ladies Branch No 25 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Preston 14/5/1908 Catholic Female
1908 CHBRABS 2335 W J Brewers' Employees Accident Benefit Society (Dividing) Clifton Hill 15/5/1908 Dividing
1908 BGS 2336 Bendigo German Society Bendigo 16/5/1908
1908 GMSBA 2337 Geelong Mutual Sick Benefit Association (Dividing) Geelong 25/5/1908 Dividing
1908 IOR 2338 Sons of Freedom Tent No 351 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Leopold 26/5/1908 Temperance
1908 HACBS 2339St Michael's Juvenile Branch No 7 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS North Melbourne 26/5/1908 Catholic Juvenile
1908 JSESAS 2340 John Stones Employees Sick & Accident Society (Dividing) Fitzroy 27/5/1908 Dividing
1908 IOR 2341 Queen Alexandra Tent No 393 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Bunyip 1/6/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2342 Star of Foster Tent No 400 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Foster 1/6/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2343 Central Star Tent No 420 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Hastings 1/6/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2344 Hope of Smythesdale Tent No 439 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Smythesdale 1/6/1908 Temperance
1908 HACBS 2345 Our Lady of the Rosary Ladies Branch No 26 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Flemington 1/6/1908 Catholic Female
1908 IOR 2346 Lily of the Glen Tent No 359 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Rutherglen 2/6/1908 Temperance
1908 ANA 2347 Werribee Branch No 234 Australian Natives Association ANA Werribee 9/6/1908
1908 CMBS 2348 Cosmopolitan Mutual Benefit Society  Melbourne  16/6/1908
1908 TCWEMAS 2349 Tram Car Workshops Employees Mutual Benefit Society (Dividing) Fitzroy North 18/6/1908 Dividing
1908 SMAOECEAC 2350 Austral Otis Engineering Company Employees Accident Society (Dividing) South Melbourne 1/7/1908 Dividing
1908 IOR 2351 Austral Tent No 444 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Swan Pool 1/7/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2352 Hope of Inverleigh Tent No 447 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Inverleigh 1/7/1908 Temperance
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1908 IOR 2353 Hope of Bannockburn Tent No 448 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Bannockburn 1/7/1908 Temperance
1908 HACBS 2354 St Bartholomew Branch No 461 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Epping 10/7/1908 Catholic
1908 VRMBS 2354 St Bartholomew Branch No 461 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Melbourne 15/7/1908
1908 DSBS 2356 Dunlop Sick Benefit & Dividend Fund (Dividing) Montague, Sth Melb 17/7/1908 Dividing
1908 HACBS 2357 St Carthage Branch No 468 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Allansford 23/7/1908 Catholic
1908 IOR 2358 Star of the Lodden Tent No 445 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Beujeroop ? 23/7/1908 Temperance
1908 IOOF 2359 Loyal Warranadyte Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Warrandyte 23/7/1908
1908 MJMBS 2360 Melbourne Jewish Mutual Benefit Society Melbourne 28/7/1908
1908 ANA 2361 Maffra Branch No 236 Australian Natives Association ANA Maffra 7/8/1908
1908 ANA 2362 Warrnambool Australian Women's Association AWA Warrnambool 11/8/1908 Female
1908 ANA 2363 Pakenham Branch No 235 Australian Natives Association ANA Pakenham 26/8/1908
1908 ANA 2364 Gelliondale branch 237 Australian Natives Association ANA Gelliondale 4/9/1908
1908 ANA 2365 Yarram Branch No 238 Australian Natives Association ANA Yarram 4/9/1908
1908 ANA 2366 Sorrento Branch No 239 Australian Natives Association ANA Sorrento 4/9/1908
1908 ANA 2367 Harcourt Branch No 240 Australian Natives Association ANA Harcourt 4/9/1908
1908 AOF 2368 Court St Kilda Female Branch No 9121 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF St Kilda 5/9/1908 Female
1908 IOR 2369 Star of Yallock Tent No 446 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Yallock 22/9/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2370 Mutual Help Tent No 450 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Lalbert ? 22/9/1908 Temperance
1908 IOOF 2371 Loyal Grampians Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Horsham 3/10/1908
1908 HACBS 2372 Ana Maria Branch No 470 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Colac 20/10/1908 Catholic
1908 AWA 2373 Surrey Hills branch No 38 Australian Women's Association AWA Surrey Hills 4/11/1908 Female
1908 ANA 2374 Warbuton Branch No 218 Australian Natives Association ANA Warbuton 5/11/1908
1908 ANA 2375 Yea Branch No 219 Australian Natives Association ANA Yea 5/11/1908
1908 IOR 2376 Pride of Carisbrook Tent No 449 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Carisbrook 7/11/1908 Temperance
1908 IOR 2377 Reliance Tent No 451 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Pranjip ? 7/11/1908 Temperance
1908 HACBS 2378 Saint Michael and John's Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Horsham 28/11/1908 Catholic
1908 IOR 2379 Gormondale Tent No 409 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Gormondale 1/12/1908 Temperance
1908 INF 2380 Lily of Killarney Female Branch Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF North Melbourne 8/12/1908 Catholic Female
1908 INF 2381 Lily of Innisfail Female Branch Irish National Foresters Catholic Benefit Society INF Brunswick 8/12/1908 Catholic Female
1908 IOR 2382 Good Hope Tent No 453 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Croydon 6/2/1909 Temperance
1909 INF  2383 St Agnes Branch Irish National Foresters Catholic Friendly Society INF Fitzroy North 9/2/1909
1909 IOOF 2384 Loyal Kooyong Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Box Hill 11/2/1909
1909 EFYPS 2385 Essendon and Flemington Yearly Provident Society Moonee Ponds 13/2/1909
1909 CUBBS 2386 Carlton & United Breweries Benefit Society (Dividing) Carlton 9/3/1909 Dividing
1909 JWEAF 2387 Johns & Waygood Ltd Employees Accident Fund (Dividing) South Melbourne 13/3/1909
1909 IOR 2388 Mont View Tent No 457 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Freeburgh 13/3/1909 Temperance
1909 IOR 2389 Hope of Kalino Tent No 371 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Kalino 20/3/1909 Temperance
1909 UFJBS 2390 United Friends Jewish Benefit Society UFJBS Melbourne 15/4/1909
1909 ANA 2391 Cunningham Branch No 243 Australian Natives Association ANA Cunningham 20/4/1909
1909 ANA 2392 Meredith Branch No 244 Australian Natives Association ANA Meredith 20/4/1909
1909 ANA 2393 Glenhuntly Branch No 245 Australian Natives Association ANA Glenhuntly 19/5/1909
1909 AWA 2394 Maldon branch No 39 Australian Women's Association AWA Maldon 15/6/1909 Female
1909 MPCEABS 2395 Mulready Proven & Clark's Employees Accident and Benefit Society (Dividing) Fitzroy 17/6/1909 Dividing
1909 IOR 2396 Crusader Tent No 456 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Bridge Creek, San Remo 3/7/1909 Temperance
1909 AWA 2397 Newport Branch No 40 Australian Women's Association AWA Newport 6/7/1909 Female
1909 ANA 2398 Rainbow Branch No 246 Australian Natives Association ANA Rainbow 13/7/1909
1909 CBESAF 2399 Cliff & Buntings Employees Sick & Accident Fund (Dividing) North Melbourne 14/7/1909 Dividing
1909 AWA 2400 Traralgon Branch No 41 Australian Women's Association AWA Traralgon 16/7/1909 Female
1909 HACBS 2401 Hamilton Ladies Branch No 27 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Hamilton 17/7/1909 Catholic Female
1909 AOF 2402 Court Flemington No 9122 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Kensington 26/7/1909
1909 UAOD 2403 Bannockburn Lodge No 458 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Bannockburn 28/7/1909
1909 OSA 2404 Ladies Pioneer Lodge No 45 Order of St Andrew OSA Elsternwick 7/8/1909 Female
1909 HACBS 2405 Mary Magdalin Ladies Branch No 28 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS South yarra  20/8/1909 Catholic Female
1909 ANA 2406 Macarthur Branch No 247 Australian Natives Association ANA Macarthur 24/8/1909
1909 UAOD 2407 Bay View Branch No 459 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Kensington 24/8/1909
1909 ANA 2408 Yinnar branch No 241 Australian Natives Association ANA Yinnar 26/8/1909
1909 ANA 2409 Woodside Branch No 242 Australian Natives Association ANA Woodside 26/8/1909
1909 ANA 2410 Jung Branch No 248 Australian Natives Association ANA Jung 26/8/1909
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1909 UAOD 2411 Heathcote Lodge No 460 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Heathcote 16/9/1909
1909 INF 2412 Peter O'Neill Crowley Branch Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Essendon 21/9/1909 Catholic
1909 ANA 2413 Bunyip Branch No 249 Australian Natives Association ANA Bunyip 22/9/1909
1909 IOOF 2414 Loyal Trafalgar Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Trafalgar 23/9/1909
1909 MUIOOF 2415 Loyal Lara Lodge No 7813 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Lara 6/10/1909
1909 UAOD 2416 Bonnie Doon Lodge No 463 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Bonnie Doon 6/10/1909
1909 IOOF 2417 Loyal Northcote Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Northcote 6/10/1909
1909 ANA 2418 Boolarra No 231 Australian Natives Association ANA Boolarra 20/10/1909
1909 ANA 2419 Burwood Branch No 232 Australian Natives Association ANA Burwood 20/10/1909
1909 AWA 2420 Essendon Branch No 43 Australian Women's Association AWA Essendon 28/10/1909 Female
1909 AWA 2421 Bairnsdale branch No 44 Australian Women's Association AWA Bairnsdale 6/11/1909 Female
1909 UAOD 2422 Bright Lodge No 472 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Bright 11/11/1909
1909 UAOD 2423 Freeburgh Lodge No 473 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Freeburgh 11/11/1909
1909 AOF 2424 Court Coburg No 9123 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Coburg 23/11/1909
1909 UAOD 2425 Sunshine Lodge No 474 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Sunshine 4/12/1909
1909 UAOD 2426 Oakleigh Lodge No 477 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Oakleigh 28/12/1909
1910 IOR 2427 Emulation Tent N0 461 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Lethbridge 1/3/1910 Temperance
1910 IOR 2428 Star of Essendon Womens Tent No 21 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Essendon 1/3/1910 Temperance Female
1910 IOR 2429 Glenorchy Tent No 463 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Glenorchy 16/3/1910 Temperance
1910 UAOD 2430 Preston LodgeNo 478  United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Preston 21/3/1910
1910 UAOD 2431 Essendon Lodge No 479 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Essendon 21/3/1910
1910 MUIOOF 2432 Loyal Violet Lodge No 7814 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Violet Town 29/3/1910
1910 MUIOOF 2433 Loyal Lord Kitchener Lodge No 7815 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Powlett River, Gippsland 29/3/1910
1910 AWA 2434 Yarraville Branch No 45 Australian Women's Association AWA Yarraville 9/4/1910 Female
1910 INF 2435 St Brigids Branch Irish National Foresters Catholic Friendly Society INF Essendon 3/5/1910 Catholic
1910 INF 2436 John Redmond Branch No 30 Irish National Foresters Catholic Friendly Society INF Dalyston 3/5/1910 Catholic
1910 ANA 2437 Nar Nar Goon Branch No 251 Australian Natives Association ANA Nar Nar Goon 5/5/1910
1910 MUIOOF 2438 Loyal Birchip Lodge No 7816 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Birchip 30/5/1910
1910 ANA 2439 Powlett River Branch No 252 Australian Natives Association ANA Powlett River, Gippsland 8/6/1910
1910 AOF 2440 Court Princes Hill No 9124 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Carlton North 14/6/1910
1910 GUOOF 2441 Northcote Lodge No 5197 Grand United Order of Oddfellows GUOOF Northcote 14/7/1910
1910 MUIOOF 2442 Loyal Quarry Lodge No 7817 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Baddaginnie 26/7/1910
1910 AWA 2443 Elsternwick Branch No 46 Australian Women's Association AWA Elsternwick 23/8/1910 Female
1910 MUIOOF 2444 Loyal Charles Dalley Lodge No 7878 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Croydon 26/8/1910
1910 IOR 2445 South Wandin Defenders Tent No 467 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Wandin South 29/9/1910 Temperance
1910 IOR 2446 Royal George Tent No 471 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Somerville 29/9/1910 Temperance
1910 IOR 2447 Irymple Tent No 477 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Irymple 29/9/1910 Temperance
1910 MUIOOF 2448 Loyal King George Lodge No 7819 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Fairfield 13/10/1910
1910 ANA 2449 Box Hill Branch Branch No 254 Australian Natives Association ANA Box Hill 26/10/1910
1910 ANA 2450 Little River Branch No 255 Australian Natives Association ANA Little River 26/10/1910
1910 MUIOOF 2451 Loyal Camperdown Lodge No 7981 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Camperdown 5/11/1910
1910 UAOD 2452 Wonthaggi Lodge No 494 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Wonthaggi 15/11/1910
1910 UAOD 2453 Essendon Lodge No 479 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Essendon 15/11/1910
1910 UAOD 2454 Fairfield Lodge No 484 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Fairfield 15/11/1910
1910 MUIOOF 2455 Loyal Woomelang Lodge No 7820 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Woomelang 19/11/1910
1910 IOR 2456 Sunshine Tent No 458 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Sunshine 30/11/1910 Temperance
1910 IOR 2457 Coalville Tent No 468 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Coalville 30/11/1910 Temperance
1910 IOR 2458 Princess May Women's Tent No 19 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR South Yarra  30/11/1910 Temperance Female
1910 IOR 2459 Olive Leaf Womens Tent No 14 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Prahran 5/12/1910 Temperance Female
1910 IOR 2460 Ivanhoe Tent No 454 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Ivanhoe 5/12/1910 Temperance
1910 MUIOOF 2461 Loyal Framlingham Lodge No 7982 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Framlingham 13/12/1910
1910 INF 2462 Hugh ONeil Branch Irish National Foresters Catholic Friendly Society INF Swan Hill 14/12/1910 Catholic
1910 IOR 2463 Alexandra Junior Tent Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Abbotsford 29/12/1910 Temperance Juvenile
1910 IOR 2464 Wyuna Tent No 464 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Wyuna 29/12/1910 Temperance
1910 IOR 2465 Briagalong Tent No 466 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Briagalong 29/12/1910 Temperance
1910 IOR 2466 Birchip Tent No 475 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Birchip 29/12/1910 Temperance
1911 UAOD 2467 St James Lodge No 496 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD St James 13/1/1911
1911 IOR 2468 Pride of Merbein Tent No 476 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Merbein 1/2/1911 Temperance
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1911 IOR 2469 Nullawil Tent No 478 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Nullawil 1/2/1911 Temperance
1911 IOR 2470 Dawn of Freedom Womens Tent No 16 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Brighton 1/2/1911 Temperance Female
1911 IOR 2471 Hope of Northcote Junior Tent No 134 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Northcote 1/2/1911 Temperance Juvenile
1911 MUIOOF 2472 Loyal Kyabram Lodge No 7983 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Kyabram 1/2/1911
1911 IOR 2473 Try Again Tent No 459 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Rupunyup 2/2/1911 Temperance
1911 AWA 2474 Bacchus Marsh Branch No 47 Australian Women's Association AWA Bacchus Marsh 8/2/1911 Female
1911 HACBS 2475 Saint Matthews Branch No 471 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Glenhuntly 8/2/1911 Catholic
1911 HACBS 2476 Stawell Ladies Branch No 29 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Stawell 8/2/1911 Catholic Female
1911 IOOF 2477 Loyal Wonthaggi Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Wonthaggi 9/2/1911
1911 IOR 2478 Buffalo Tent No 460 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Porepunkah 15/2/1911 Temperance
1911 IOR 2479 Life Boat Tent No 462 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Quambatook 15/2/1911 Temperance
1911 IOR 2480 Hope of Boisdale Tent No 465 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Boisdale 15/2/1911 Temperance
1911 IOR 2481 Wonthaggi Tent No 469 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Wonthaggi 18/2/1911 Temperance
1911 IOR 2482 Woady Yallock Tent No 470 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Woady Yallock 18/2/1911 Temperance
1911 IOR 2483 Comet Tent No 472 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Yarra Junction 18/2/1911 Temperance
1911 IOOF 2484 Loyal Woady Yalloak Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Cressy 24/2/1911
1911 IOOF 2485 Loyal Wyuna Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Wyuna 24/2/1911
1911 IOR 2486 Hope of Woomelang Tent No 473 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Woomelang 28/2/1911 Temperance
1911 IOR 2487 Loch tent No 474 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Loch 28/2/1911
1911 IOR 2488 Beech Forest Tent No 480 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Beech Forest 28/2/1911 Temperance
1911 IOOF 2489 Star of the Valley Rebekah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Shepparton 11/3/1911 Female
1911 IOOF 2490 Star of Capella Rebekah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Dimboola 3/4/1911 Female
1911 IOR 2491 Pride of Northcote Womens Tent No 17 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Northcote 21/4/1911 Temperance Female
1911 IOR 2492 Lily of Kew Womens Tent No 20 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR kew 21/4/1911 Temperance Female
1911 AOF 2493 Court Sunshine No 9125 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Sunshine 29/5/1911
1911 ANA 2494 Woomelang branch 256 Australian Natives Association ANA Woomelang 1/6/1911
1911 IOR 2495 Croxton Junior Tent  No 378 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Croxton 1/6/1911 Temperance Juvenile
1911 IOR 2496 Royal Albert Tent No 455 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Warrion 1/6/1911 Temperance
1911 IOR 2497 Never Fail Junior Tent No 95 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR South Melbourne 1/6/1911 Temperance Juvenile
1911 IOOF 2498 Star of the Border Rebekah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Echuca 1/6/1911 Female
1911 IOOF 2499 Star of Reliance Rebekah Lodge Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Hamilton 1/6/1911 Female
1911 HACBS 2500 Stella Maris Ladies Branch No 30 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Colac 4/7/1911 Catholic Female
1911 ANA 2501 Portland Branch No 257 Australian Natives Association ANA Portland 13/7/1911
1911 ANA 2502 Beeac Branch No 258 Australian Natives Association ANA Beeac 13/7/1911
1911 SCEAS 2503 Shiner & Coy Employees Accident Society (Dividing) North Melbourne 13/7/1911 Dividing
1911 AOF 2504 Court Canterbury No 9126  Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Canterbury 31/7/1911
1911 HACBS 2505 Pirron Yallock Branch No 529 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Pirron Yallock 8/8/1911 Catholic
1911 HACBS 2506 Oakleigh Ladies Branch No 31 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Oakleigh 8/8/1911 Catholic Female
1911 INF 2507 Sarah Curran Branch Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Richmond 29/8/1911 Catholic
1911 INF 2508 Sons of Ireland Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Hawthorn 29/8/1911 Catholic
1911 IOR 2509 Phillipson Tent No 483 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR West Brunswick 31/8/1911 Temperance
1911 ABSAC 2510 Abbotsford Brewery Sick and Accident Society (Dividing) Abbotsford 26/9/1911 Dividing
1911 ANA 2511 Bruthen Branch No 259 Australian Natives Association ANA Bruthen 30/9/1911
1911 ANA 2512 Sunshine Branch No 260 Australian Natives Association ANA Sunshine 30/9/1911
1911 IOOF 2513 Loyal Lochiel Lodge No 169 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Dimboola 30/9/1911
1911 IOOF 2514 Loyal Hindmarsh Lodge No 172 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Jeparit 30/9/1911
1911 IOOF 2515 Federal Lodge No 173 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Rainbow 30/9/1911
1911 IOOF 2516 Loyal Koyuga Lodge No 174 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Koyuga ? 30/9/1911
1911 IOOF 2517 Star of Energy Rebekah Lodge No 31 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Sunshine 30/9/1911 Female
1911 AWA 2518 Hamilton Branch No 48 Australian Women's Association AWA Hamilton 11/10/1911 Female
1911 HACBS 2519 Donald Branch No 530 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Donald 31/10/1911 Catholic
1911 MUIOOF 2520 Loyal Coronatioon Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Narracan East 3/11/1911
1911 MUIOOF 2521 Loyal Powlett Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Hicksborough 3/11/1911
1911 MUIOOF 2522 Loyal Sunshine Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Sunshine 23/11/1911
1911 UAOD 2523 St James Lodge No 496 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD St James 25/11/1911
1911 HACBS 2524 Northcote Branch No 528 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Northcote 7/12/1911 Catholic
1911 IOR 2525 Star of the Vale Junior Tent No 385 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Brunswick West 19/12/1911 Temperance Juvenile
1912 IOOF 2526 Star of Unity Rebekah Lodge No 32 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Cobden 1/2/1912 Female
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1912 IOR 2527 Hope of Northcote South Junior Tent No 377 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Northcote South 12/2/1912 Temperance Juvenile
1912 MUIOOF 2528 Loyal Bulban Lodge No 7988 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Bulban 20/2/1912
1912 MCCESESAS 2529  Melbourne City Council Electric Supply Employees Sick and Accident Society (Dividing) Melbourne 20/2/1912 Dividing
1912 ANA 2530 Swan Reach Branch No 250 Australian Natives Association ANA Swan Reach 24/2/1912
1912 INF 2531 Lady O'Donnell Branch (South Melbourne) Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF South Melbourne 6/3/1912 Catholic
1912 EDUFSD 2532 Essendon District United Friendly Societies Dispensary Moonee Ponds 12/3/1912
1912 UAOD 2533 Barmah Lodge No 509 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Barmah 22/3/1912
1912 UAOD 2534 Sea Lake Lodge No 510 United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Sea Lake 22/3/1912
1912 ANA 2535 Stratford Branch No 261 Australian Natives Association ANA Stratford 1/5/1912
1912 SAUFSD 2536 St Arnaud UFS Dispensary United Friendly Societies Dispensary St Arnaud 8/5/1912
1912 IOOF 2537 Loyal Alvie Lodge No 175 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Alvie 30/5/1912
1912 IOR 2538 Hope of Moe Tent No 488  Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Moe 15/6/1912 Temperance
1912 GUOFG 2539 Canterbury Lodge No 42 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Canterbury 24/6/1912
1912 HACBS 2540 Mildura Branch No 531 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Mildura 15/7/1912 Catholic
1912 IOR 2541 Grampians Tent No 487 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Brimpaen 25/7/1912 Temperance
1912 IOR 2542 Willow Vale Tent No 490 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Byaduck 25/7/1912 Temperance
1912 ANA 2543 Heywood Branch No 262 Australian Natives Association ANA Heywood 5/8/1912
1912 GUOFG 2544 Fairfield Tent No 43 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Fairfield 28/8/1912
1912 IOR 2545 King George Tent No 491 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Geelong North 14/11/1912 Temperance
1912 IOR 2546 Lighthouse Tent No 492 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Queenscliffe 14/11/1912 Temperance
1912 OST 2547 Jubilee Division No 116 Sons of Temperance OST Port Melbourne 26/11/1912 Temperance
1912 IOR 2548 Pride of Mardan Tent No 481 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Mardan South 18/12/1912 Temperance
1912 IOR 2549 Marnoo Tent No 486 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Marnoo 18/12/1912 Temperance
1912 IOR 2550 Katamatite Tent No 494 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Katamatite 18/12/1912 Temperance
1912 IOOF 2551 Loyal Timboon Lodge No 176 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Timboon 21/12/1912
1913 BGSMB 2552 Bendigo German Society Medical Branch Bendigo 6/1/1913
1913 IOR 2553 Pride of Kaneira Tent No 489 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Kaneira 21/1/1913 Temperance
1913 ANA 2554 Willaura Branch No 263 Australian Natives Association ANA Willaura 3/2/1913
1913 OST 2555 Brighton Division Sons of Temperance OST Brighton 19/2/1913 Temperance
1913 UAOD 2556 Acacia Lodge No 25 Female branch United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD  St Kilda 5/3/1913 Female
1913 OSA 2557 Bendigo Lodge Medical Branch Order of St Andrew OSA Bendigo 1/4/1913
1913 IOR 2558 Churchill Tent No 482 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Buln Buln 27/5/1913 Temperance
1913 IOOF 2559 Loyal Gardiner Lodge No 177 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Malvern East 16/6/1913
1913 ANA 2560 Glenorchy Branch No 264 Australian Natives Association ANA Glenorchy 19/6/1913
1913 INF 2561 Shamrock Branch Irish National Foresters Catholic Friendly Society INF Maryborough 24/6/1913 Catholic
1913 GUOFG 2562 Essendon Lodge No 44 Grand United Order of Free Gardeners GUOFG Essendon 10/6/1913
1913 AOF 2563 Court Lady Denman No 9127 Female Branch Ancient Order of Foresters AOF North Melbourne 13/8/1913 Female
1913 MUIOOF 2564 Loyal Deans Marsh Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Dean's Marsh 3/9/1913
1913 INF 2565 Dawn of Erin Irish National Foresters Catholic Friendly Society INF  Ballarat 9/10/1913 Catholic
1913 MUIOOF 2566 Loyal Patterson Lodge Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Carnegie 14/10/1913
1913 IOR 2567 Alvie Tent No 493 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Alvie 15/10/1913 Temperance
1913 IOR 2568 Hope of Banyena Tent No 498 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Banyena 15/10/1913 Temperance
1913 AWA 2569 Portland Branch No 49 Australian Women's Association AWA Portland 8/11/1913 Female
1913 AWA 2570 Horsham Branch No 50 Australian Women's Association AWA  Horsham 8/11/1913 Female
1913 IOR 2571 Prince Edward Tent No 499 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Buangor 25/11/1913 Temperance
1913 IOR 2572 Hope of the Hills Tent No 500 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Ruffy 25/11/1913 Temperance
1913 IOOF 2573 Loyal Prahran Juvenile Lodge No 18 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Prahran 2/12/1913 Juvenile
1913 MUIOOF 2574 Loyal Preston Lodge No 7980 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Preston 3/12/1913
1914 AOF 2575 Court Elsternwick No 9128 Ancient Order of Foresters AOF Elsternwick 21/1/1914
1914 HACBS 2576 Mentone Ladies Branch No 33 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Mentone  22/1/1914 Catholic Female
1914 HACBS 2577 Ascot Vale Branch No 577 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Ascot Vale 22/1/1914 Catholic
1914 HACBS 2578 Watchem Branch No 578 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Watchem 22/1/1914 Catholic
1914 HACBS 2579 Ashby Branch No 580 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Ashby 22/1/1914 Catholic
1914 OST 2580 Coburg Division Order of Sons of Temperance OST Coburg 27/1/1914 Temperance
1914 ANA 2581 Meeniyan District Branch No 266 Australian Natives Association ANA Meeniyan 3/2/1914
1914 HACBS 2582 Meredith Branch No 532 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Meredith 3/2/1914 Catholic
1914 HACBS 2583 Bairnsdale Ladies Branch No 32 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Bairnsdale 9/2/1914 Catholic Female
1914 OST 2584 Thornbury Division No 117 Sons of Temperance OST Thornbury 26/2/1914 Temperance

45 of 48



APPENDIX  A

YEAR ACRONYM REGISTRAR'S REFERENCE NUMBER PLACE REGISTER TEMPERANCE FAITH SEX DIVIDING JUVENILE
& NAME DATE SOCIETY

1914 OST 2585 Chelsea Division Sons of Temperance OST Chelsea 26/2/1914 Temperance
1914 INF 2586 Lady Emmett Irish National Foresters Catholic Friendly Society INF Wonthaggi 6/3/1914 Catholic
1914 SPS 2587 Coburg Ladies Branch No 4 St Patricks Society SPS Coburg 19/3/1914 Catholic Female
1914 HACBS 2588 Ave Maria Ladies Branch No 34 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Dandenong 30/3/1914 Catholic Female
1914 IOOF 2589 Star of Loyalty Rebekah Lodge No 29 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF North Melbourne 7/4/1914 Female
1914 IOOF 2590 Loyal Premier Juvenile Lodge No 1 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Newport 7/4/1914 Juvenile
1914 IOOF 2591 Eclipse Juvenile Lodge No 2 Independent Order of Oddfellows IOOF Williamstown 7/4/1914 Juvenile
1914 IOOF 2592 Loyal Golden Rule Juvenile Lodge No 4 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Port Melbourne 7/4/1914 Juvenile
1914 IOOF 2593 Loyal Coronation Juvenile Lodge No 7 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Yarraville 7/4/1914 Juvenile
1914 IOOF 2594 Loyal Victory Juvenile Lodge No 12 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Brunswick 7/4/1914 Juvenile
1914 IOOF 2595 Loyal Excelsior Juvenile Lodge No 16 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Castlemaine 7/4/1914 Juvenile
1914 CDBS 2596 Chelsea District Benefit Society Chelsea 20/4/1914
1914 HACBS 2597 St Colemans Branch No 581 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Balaclava 24/4/1914 Catholic
1914 ANA 2598 Orbost Branch No 267 Australian Natives Association ANA Orbost 1/5/1914
1914 HACBS 2599 Portland Branch No 579 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Portland 8/5/1914 Catholic
1914 IOOF 2600 Loyal Advance Juvenile Lodge No 10 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Footscray 21/5/1914 Juvenile
1914 IOR 2601 Hope of Lismore Tent No 485 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Lismore 20/6/1914 Temperance
1914 IOR 2602 Central Mallee Tent No 495 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Woomelang 20/6/1914 Temperance
1914 IOR 2603 Hope of Mordialloc Tent No 501 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Mordialloc 20/6/1914 Temperance
1914 VREMF 2602 Victorian Railways Employees Mutual Fund Melbourne 30/6/1914
1914 INF 2605 Lady Redmond Branch Irish National Foresters Catholic Friendly Society INF Bendigo 14/7/1914 Catholic
1914 BUFSD 2606 Brighton United Friendly Societies Dispensary and Medical Institute Brighton 17/7/1914
1914 HACBS 2607 Ascot Vale Ladies Branch No 35 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Ascot Vale 17/7/1914 Catholic Female
1914 IOR 2608 Blackburn Tent No 496 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Blackburn 18/8/1914 Temperance
1914 IOR 2609 Fentons Creek Progress Tent No 497 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Fenton's Creek 18/8/1914 Temperance
1914 MUIOOF 2610 Loyal Hastings Lodge No 7991 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Hastings 9/10/1914
1914 MUIOOF 2611 Loyal Elsternwick Lodge No 7992 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Elsternwick 9/10/1914
1914 IOOF 2612 Loyal Commonwealth Juvenile Lodge No 6 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Cobden 14/11/1914 Juvenile
1914 OST 2613 Garden Vale Division No 121 Sons of Temperance OST Gardenvale 1/12/1914 Temperance
1914 OST 2614 Glenhuntly Division No 122 Sons of Temperance OST Glenhunlty 1/12/1914 Temperance
1914 OST 2615 Bentleigh Division No 123 Sons of Temperance OST Bentleigh 1/12/1914 Temperance
1914 HACBS 2616 West Warburton Branch No 582 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Warburton West 18/12/1914 Catholic
1914 VRASDESS 2617 Victorian Railways Arden Street Depot Employees Sick Society  Arden Street Depot 24/12/1914
1914 HACBS 2618 Auxilium Christianorum Branch No 637 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Healesville  8/2/1915 Catholic
1914 IOR 2619 West Hawthorn Tent No 507 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Hawthorn West 20/3/1915 Temperance
1914 IOR 2620 Glenhuntly Tent No 509 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Glenhuntly 20/3/1915 Temperance
1914 IOR 2621 Hope of Waubra Tent No 510 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Waubra 20/3/1914 Temperance
1915 IOR 2622 Hope of Yarrawalla Tent No 513 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Yarrawalla 20/3/1915 Temperance
1915 IOR 2623 Hope of Yarra Glen Tent No 514 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Yarra Glen 20/3/1915 Temperance
1915 IOR 2624 Arawata Tent No 511 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Arawata 1/4/1915 Temperance
1915 IOR 2625 Pride of Wallace Tent No 515 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Wallace 1/4/1915 Temperance
1915 IOR 2626 Berriwillock Tent No 504 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Berriwillock 29/4/1915 Temperance
1915 IOR 2627 Star of Corack Tent No 512 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Corack 29/4/1915 Temperance
1915 IOR 2628 Baddaginnie Tent No 516 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Baddaginnie 29/4/1915 Temperance
1915 IOR 2629 Advance Kaniva Tent No 503 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Kaniva 21/6/1915 Temperance
1915 IOR 2630 Hope of Gunbower No 505 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Gunbower 21/6/1915 Temperance
1915 IOR 2631 Ouyen Tent No 479 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Ouyen 26/7/1915 Temperance
1915 IOR 2632 William Bell Tent No 484 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Karramomus 26/7/1915 Temperance
1915 IOR 2633 Welcome Stranger Tent No 502 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Bealiba 26/7/1915 Temperance
1915 IOR 2634 Wattle Blossom Tent No 506 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Boho South 26/7/1915 Temperance
1915 IOR 2635 Kelvin View Tent No 508 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Kelvin View 26/7/1915 Temperance
1915 HACBS 2636 St Vincent De Paul's Tent No 639 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Malvern 10/9/1915 Catholic
1915 MUIOOF 2637 Loyal Mordialloc Lodge No 7993 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Mordialloc 6/10/1915
1915 IOR 2638 Elmore Allies Tent No 521 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Elmore 8/10/1915 Temperance
1915 AWA 2639 Oakleigh Branch No 51 Australian Women's Association AWA Oakleigh 12/10/1915 Female
1915 EDUFSDMI 2640 Elsternwick District United Friendly Societies Dispensary and Medical Institute Elsternwick 15/11/1915
1915 IOR 2641 South Dudley Tent No 518 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Dudley South 20/11/1915 Temperance
1915 IOR 2642 Kitcheners Hope Tent No 519 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Glen Waverley 20/11/1915 Temperance
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1915 IOR 2643 Lord Roberts Tent No 523 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Nyah 24/11/1915 Temperance
1915 INF 2644 Dr N M O'Donnell Branch Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Heidelberg 3/12/1915 Catholic
1915 INF 2645 Eva of the Nation Branch Irish National Foresters Catholic Benefit Society INF Moreland 3/12/1915 Catholic
1915 MUIOOF 2646 Loyal Spring Vale Lodge No 7994 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Springvale 7/12/1915
1915 IOR 2647 Kitchener Tent No 522 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Buckrabanyule 20/12/1915 Temperance
1915 IOR 2648 Gallipoli Tent No 526 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Longwarry 20/12/1915 Temperance
1916 HACBS 2649 St Monica Ladies Branch No 36 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Ashby 13/1/1916 Catholic Female
1916 MUIOOF 2650 Loyal Dromana Lodge No 7995 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Dromana 31/1/1916
1916 HACBS 2651 Immaculate Conception Branch No 641 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Fish Creek, Gippsland 31/1/1916 Catholic
1916 INF 2652 Star of the Sea Branch Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Northcote 4/2/1916 Catholic
1916 HACBS 2653 Beech Forest Branch No 638 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Beech Forest 11/2/1916 Catholic
1916 HACBS 2654 Yarraville St Augustine's Branch No 640 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Yarraville 11/2/1916 Catholic
1916 EUFSD 2655 Eaglehawk United Friendly Societies Dispensary Eaglehawk 14/2/1916
1916 HACBS 2656 Balaclava Ladies Branch No 37 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Balaclava 15/2/1916 Catholic Female
1916 IOR 2657 Hopeful Tent No 517 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Blackwood Forest 1/3/1916 Temperance
1916 IOR 2658 Hope of Costerfield Tent No 520 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Costerfield 1/3/1916 Temperance
1916 UAOD 2660 Dandenong Lodge United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Dandenong 27/3/1916
1916 IOR 2661 Anzac Tent No 527 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR  Yea 30/3/1916 Temperance
1916 HACBS 2662 North Brunswick Branch No 642 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Brunswick North  12/4/1916 Catholic
1916 HACBS 2663 North Brunswick Ladies Branch No 38 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Brunswick North  14/4/1916 Catholic Female
1916 HACBS 2664 St Liborius Ladies Branch No 39 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Eaglehawk 19/6/1916 Catholic Female
1916 UAOD 2665 Lord Kitchener Lodge United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Chelsea 4/9/1916
1917 IOR 2666 Star of Moorabbin Tent No 530 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Moorabbin 7/2/1917 Temperance
1917 IOR 2667 Star of the Hills Tent No 531 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Krowera 7/2/1917 Temperance
1917 CDUFSD 2668 Canterbury and District United Friendly Societies Dispensary Canterbury 28/2/1917
1917 HACBS 2669 Kensington Branch No 662 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS  Kensington 8/3/1917 Catholic
1917 HACBS 2670 St. Cicilia Ladies Branch No 40 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Yarraville 8/3/1917 Catholic Female
1917 HACBS 2671 St. Catherine Ladies Branch No 41 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Sale 8/3/1917 Catholic Female
1917 HACBS 2672 Holy Rosary Ladies Branch No 42 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Kensington 8/3/1917 Catholic Female
1917 ANA 2673 Moreland Branch No 268 Australian Natives Association ANA Moreland 3/4/1917
1917 HACBS 2674 Pyramid Branch No 664 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Pyramid 14/4/1917 Catholic
1917 HACBS 2675 St. Peters Ladies Branch No 43 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Ararat 3/7/1917 Catholic Female
1917 HACBS 2676 Alphington Branch No 665 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Alphington 6/7/1917 Catholic
1917 HACBS 2677 Newport Branch No 663 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Newport 11/7/1917 Catholic
1917 MUIOOF 2678 Loyal Chelsea Lodge No 8186 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Chelsea 9/8/1917
1917 ODUFSD 2679 Oakleigh and District United Friendly Societies Dispensary Oakleigh 28/8/1917
1917 MUIOOF 2680 Loyal Merbein Lodge No 8187 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF  Merbein 9/10/1917
1917 MUIOOF 2681 Loyal Powelltown Lodge No 8188 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria MUIOOF Powelltown 24/10/1917
1917 IOR 2682 Hope of Beulah Tent No 535 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Beulah 27/12/1917 Temperance
1917 IOR 2683 Lloyd George Tent No 525 Independent Order of Rechabites IOR Belmont 28/12/1917 Temperance
1918 IOOF 2684 Loyal Willow Grove Lodge No 178 Independent Order of Oddfellows of Victoria IOOF Willow Grove, Hill End 23/3/1918
1918 PMUFSMA 2685 Port Melbourne United Friendly Societies Medical Association Port Melbourne 29/4/1918
1918 CCMESAF 2686 Caulfield City Municipal Employees Sick and Accident Fund (Dividing) Caulfield 30/4/1918 Dividing
1918 MDUFSD 2687 Moorabbin District United Friendly Societies Dispensary Cheltenham 11/6/1918
1918 INF 2688 Our Lady of Loretto Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Fairfield 12/7/1918 Catholic
1918 ADUFSMI 2689 Ararat and District United Friendly Societies Medical Institute Ararat 24/7/1918
1918 MUIOOF 2690 Loyal Mentone LodgeNo 8204 Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows MUIOOF Mentone 31/7/1918
1918 MESCESF 2691 Melbourne Electric Supply Company Ltd Employees Sick Fund (Dividing) Richmond 19/11/1918 Dividing
1918 CBS 2692 Cosmopolitan Benefit Society  (Dividing) South Melbourne 21/12/1918 Dividing
1918 DMBS 2693 Democratic Mutual Benefit Society (Dividing) Port Melbourne 21/12/1918 Dividing
1918 PFSMU 2694 Portland Friendly Societies Medical Union Portland 24/12/1918
1919 INF 2695 Patrick Pearse Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Brunswick 10/2/1919 Catholic
1919 GSBDF 2696 Goldings Sick Benefit & Dividend Fund (Dividing) Canterbury 23/4/1919 Dividing 
1919 HACBS 2697 West Brunswick Branch No 667 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Brunswick West 4/6/1919 Catholic
1919 HACBS 2698 Our Lady Help of Christians Branch No 668 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Brunswick East 4/6/1919 Catholic
1919 HACBS 2699 St Peter's Celestine Ladies Branch No 45 Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society HACBS Brunswick West 4/6/1919 Catholic Female
1919 INF 2700 Father Therry Branch No 45 Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Fitzroy North 25/8/1919 Catholic
1919 PBEMBS 2701 Parsons Bros & Co Pty Ltd Employees Mutual Benefit Society Melbourne 10/10/1919

47 of 48



APPENDIX  A

YEAR ACRONYM REGISTRAR'S REFERENCE NUMBER PLACE REGISTER TEMPERANCE FAITH SEX DIVIDING JUVENILE
& NAME DATE SOCIETY

1919 HUFSD 2702 Hamilton United Friendly Societies Dispensary Hamilton 13/11/1919
1919 CCESAS 2703 Commonwealth Cordite Employees Sick & Accident Society  (Dividing) Moonee Ponds 28/11/1919 Dividing
1920 ANA 2704 Fairfield and Alphington Branch Australian Natives Association ANA Fairfield 27/1/1920
1920 BESMS  2705 Beecham Employees' Sick and Mortuary Society (Dividing) Melbourne 27/2/1920 Dividing
1920 GUOOF 2706 Beaconsfield Branch Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Middle Park 1/3/1920
1920 FHMESAS 2707 Fairfield Hat Mills Employees Sick and Accident Society (Dividing) Fairfield 10/5/1920 Dividing
1920 LBDEBS 2708 Langwill Bros and Davies Employees Benefit Society (Dividing) South Melbourne  13/5/1920 Dividing
1920 VRNPHSBS 2709 Victorian Railways Newport Power House Sick Benefit Society Newport 5/6/1920
1920 INF 2710 Dr Mannix Branch No 46 Irish National Foresters Catholic Friendly Society INF Wonthaggi 14/7/1920 Catholic
1920 INF 2711 De‐Valera No 47 Irish National Foresters Of Australasia Friendly Society INF Geelong 14/7/1920 Catholic
1920 GUOOF 2712 Briagalong Branch Grand United Order of Odd Fellows GUOOF Briagalong 20/10/1920
1920 UAOD 2713 Mallee Lodge United Ancient Order of Druids UAOD Ouyen 20/10/1920
1920 ANA 2714 Carrum Branch No 260 Australian Natives Association ANA Carrum 12/11/1920
1920 ANA 2715 Ouyen Branch No 271 Australian Natives Association ANA Ouyen 8/12/1920
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Registrations ‐ Victorian Friendly Societies 1847‐1920 ‐ Annual

YEAR check ANA  AOS AWA UAOD  AOF GUOFG GUOOF HACBS INF IOR IOOF MUIOOF PAFS OSA OST SPS OTHER
total VNA AIOD IACBS

1847 1 1 1
1848 0
1849 1 1 1
1850 0 0
1851 1 1 1
1852 0 0
1853 2 2 1 1
1854 0 0
1855 1 1 1
1856 0 0
1857 8 8 7 1
1858 26 26 2 23 1
1859 9 9 7 2
1860 23 23 5 2 15 1
1861 18 18 1 4 2 11
1862 56 56 1 22 2 12 1 12 1 4 1
1863 62 62 30 5 7 17 1 2
1864 54 55 2 13 3 13 6 15 3
1865 65 51 3 16 1 8 1 7 3 9 3
1866 75 75 4 24 16 16 5 8 1 1
1867 60 60 1 12 13 7 10 1 7 1 5 3
1868 64 64 1 8 14 9 1 8 2 8 1 6 1 5
1869 85 87 2 14 2 9 1 19 15 4 9 9 3
1870 89 89 3 7 2 11 18 2 13 3 23 1 6
1871 87 87 1 7 8 7 3 24 2 4 6 20 1 4
1872 122 122 1 3 5 32 21 1 6 20 15 10 8
1873 109 110 2 2 13 7 1 4 11 18 5 7 4 19 12 5
1874 69 69 2 2 5 1 10 12 14 3 9 6 3 2
1875 33 33 1 2 1 1 6 7 5 2 5 2 1
1876 35 41 1 2 6 4 9 3 2 3 4 3 4
1877 31 35 6 3 4 1 2 5 5 2 1 4 2
1878 15 15 5 1 5 3 1
1879 22 22 1 5 1 2 5 1 1 2 4
1880 32 32 2 4 2 4 4 11 3 2
1881 22 22 3 5 1 5 2 1 2 2 1
1882 38 38 5 10 1 1 2 3 3 8 3 2
1883 35 35 8 4 1 1 2 2 5 4 1 2 2 3
1884 28 28 1 2 2 1 1 2 3 6 2 4 4
1885 48 48 15 8 1 1 3 2 2 2 10 1 2 1
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YEAR check ANA  AOS AWA UAOD  AOF GUOFG GUOOF HACBS INF IOR IOOF MUIOOF PAFS OSA OST SPS OTHER
total VNA AIOD IACBS

1886 48 48 18 4 3 2 2 1 5 4 2 1 4 2
1887 56 56 10 6 4 7 15 1 7 5 1
1888 46 46 8 5 2 2 2 9 5 3 1 5 4
1889 52 52 14 5 1 5 2 5 6 8 4 2
1890 56 56 9 9 1 1 1 3 7 3 4 15 2 1
1891 55 55 11 4 2 1 2 2 2 10 3 6 2 9 1
1892 41 41 11 6 1 2 1 8 3 7 2
1893 19 19 7 1 1 1 4 5
1894 29 29 10 2 1 1 2 1 7 2 1 2
1895 30 30 8 3 1 1 4 3 1 6 1 2
1896 42 42 9 1 4 3 8 1 4 1 4 1 6
1897 28 28 5 1 2 1 6 5 2 3 1 2
1898 34 34 15 1 2 4 2 3 2 5
1899 26 26 11 2 4 1 2 3 2 1
1900 27 27 7 8 5 2 1 2 1 1
1901 43 43 3 4 7 3 1 1 8 3 1 8 1 1 1 1
1902 71 71 6 11 21 4 6 1 9 5 4 4
1903 30 30 1 1 4 2 6 2 6 2 3 2 1
1904 44 44 4 4 5 1 1 10 1 4 9 3 2
1905 35 35 2 1 12 3 5 1 6 4 1
1906 28 28 4 2 3 11 4 3 1
1907 37 37 6 5 2 1 1 1 7 1 8 2 1 1 1
1908 100 100 11 2 1 1 1 8 4 52 3 17
1909 44 44 11 5 8 2 2 2 3 3 1 1 6
1910 40 40 4 2 5 1 1 3 15 9
1911 59 59 4 2 2 2 7 2 22 12 4 2
1912 26 26 3 2 2 1 1 9 3 1 1 3
1913 23 23 2 2 1 1 1 2 6 2 3 1 1 1
1914 47 47 2 1 12 2 8 9 2 6 1 4
1915 27 27 1 1 2 20 2 1
1916 16 16 2 8 1 3 1 1
1917 18 18 1 8 4 3 2
1918 11 11 1 1 1 8
1919 9 9 3 2 4
1920 12 12 3 1 2 2 4

2735 2735 261 14 48 231 240 42 131 233 46 474 200 351 54 65 161 33 151

ANA/VNA Australian/Victorian Natives Association INF Irish National Foresters
AOS Ancient order of Shepherds IOR Independent Order of Rechabites
AWA Australian Womens Association IOOF Independent Order of Oddfellows
UAOD/AIOD United Ancient order of Druids/ Ancient Independent Order of Druids MUIOOF Manchester Independent Order of Oddfellows
AOF Ancient Order of Foresters PAFS Protestant Alliance Friendly Society
GUOFG Grand United Order of Free Gardeners OSA Order of St Andrew
GUOOF Grand United Order of Oddfellows OST Order of the Sons of Temperence
HACBS/IACBS Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Society/ Irish Australia CBS SPS St Patricks Society
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Registrations ‐ Victorian Friendly Societies 1847‐1920 ‐ By Decade

1840s 1850s 1860s 1870s 1880s 1890s 1900s 1910s 1920 TOTAL

AUSTRALIAN NATIVES ASSOCIATION ANA/VNA 7 84 96 55 16 3 261

ANCIENT ORDER OF SHEPHERDS AOS 11 3 14

AUSTRALIAN WOMENS ASSOCIATION AWA 41 7 48

UNITED ANCIENT ORDER OF DRUIDS UAOD/AIOD 1 24 47 53 26 67 12 1 231

ANCIENT ORDER OF FORESTERS AOF 2 155 34 8 16 20 5 240

GRAND UNITED ORDER OF FREE GARDENERS GUOFG 3 13 11 10 2 3 42

GRAND UNITED ORDER OF ODDFELLOWS GUOOF 1 63 30 24 6 4 1 2 131

IRISH AUSTRALIAN/HIBERNIANS C B S  IACBS/HACBS 3 80 21 35 54 40 233

IRISH NATIONAL FORESTERS INF 1 13 14 16 2 46

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF RECHABITES IOR 85 113 50 43 96 87 474

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODDFELLOWS IOOF 40 43 32 16 42 27 200

MANCHESTER UNITY I O O F  MUIOOF 37 106 40 59 61 22 26 351

PROTESTANT ALLIANCE FRIENDLY  SOCIETY  PAFS 1 31 9 7 6 54

ORDER ST ANDREWS OSA 1 55 6 2 1 65

SONS OF TEMPERANCE OST 22 83 25 19 4 8 161

ST PATRICK'S SOCIETY SPS 18 7 2 4 1 1 33

OTHERS OTHERS 2 6 19 37 20 8 29 26 4 151

2 47 551 623 405 360 459 276 12 2735
CHECK 2735
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Registrations ‐ Victorian Friendly Societies 1847‐1920 ‐ By Decade
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