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Direct comparison of "Tickle Talker" and Cochlear Implant users is prob
lematic, due to difficulties in matching groups of children for hearing loss, age, 
duration of deafness, speech perception and language skills, and educational 
placement. However, two studies were undertaken to compare and contrast po
tential benefits available from these two devices. In the first study, a number of 
children from one educational setting were evaluated over a six month period. 
Half of the children used the multiple channel cochlear implant, while the other 
half used the multip]echannel "Tickle Talker". The number of training sessions, 
clinicians involved, type of training provided, and overall management philo
sophy were identical for both devices. Comparison of progress of these two 
groups of children demonstrates that both devices are effective in improving' 
communication. However, differences were found with the tactile device being . 
more limited in information provided and speech perception benefits. In the sec
ond study, two children who have used both devices were evaluated. These two 
children initially used the ''Tickle Talker" for periods up to two years, and sub
sequently had a multiple-channel cochlear implant. Similar habilitation was 
provided to these children with both devices, and measures of speech perception 
were taken at similar time periods. Results for one of the children, a prelinguisti
cally deafened adolescent, already show similar benefits in terms of supplemen
tation of lipreading for both devices. However, this patient has also shown some 
open-set word and sentence perception using the implant-alone. To date, this 
level of performance has not been achieved with the ''Tickle Talker". 

The results of these studies suggest a role for a multiple channel tactile device 
in a cochlear implant clinic as a tr~ining device for evaluating the ability of 
adults or children to integrate speech information presented through different 
sensory modalities. This could facilitate pre-implant evaluation of the potential 
for children to benefit from added speech information, which is often difficult to 
evaluate in congenitally deaf children. 
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