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The first adolescent to use the 22-electrode cochlear prosthesis was Implanted In Melbourne in 
1985 and the first child (less than 10 years), the following year. Since then, over 100 children have 
received the cochlear prosthesis in Australia and over 1200 worldwide. Detailed assessment of 200 
children in the U.S.A., Australia and Germany lead to the market approval of the prosthesis by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration in July 1990. The analysis of results for these children has proven 
to be difficult due to the use of different tests in different places, the lack of appropriate assessment 
tools for young children, the wide range of performance, and the problems of cooperation for young 
children. Despite these problems, some trends are beginning to emerge in the speech perception 
results for implanted children. Children with a greater amount of auditory experience before becoming 
profoundly deaf tend to perform better, as do children with more experience with the cochlear prosthesis. 
Those with a greater number of electrodes in use also perform better, a result supported by adult 
studies. Although older prelinguistically deafened children do not perform as well as postlinguistically 
deafened adults, there appears to be little difference between results for pre- and post-linguistically 
deafened young children. These trends In speech perception results will be discussed in more detail. 

Audiologists' decisions about hearing aid candidacy. 

Janet Doyle 

Department of Communication Disorders 


Lincoln School of Health Sciences 

La Trobe University, Victoria. 


This paper reports a study of the decisions of 16 Australian audiologists asked to judge hearing 
aid candidacy in 80 cases. The cases varied with regard to hearing loss characteristics, reported listening 
difficulties and client attitude to aiding. The influence of particular cues on each indivfdual audiologist's 
judgments was determined by discriminant function analysis. The reliability and predicitability of 
audiologist judgment was determined, as was the rate of agreement among audiologists. Audiologist 
insight into their own judgment policies was also examined. The study is part of an ongoing investigation 
,based in observations of real clinical practice and focussed on decision-making around hearing aid 
amplification. 

Hyperacusis - can we help? 
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Many patients who present for audiological assessment also complain of Hyperacusls to some 
degree. The percentage of patients affected by Hyperacusls seems to be more prevalent in the 
population of patients with Tinnitus. Severe Hyperacusis seems to be extremely rare. A case study 
of a severe Hyperacusis patient is presented and the treatment discussed. 
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