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lishment of joint reference between child and adult, that is, by achieving a ClOse 
match between the focus of a young child's attention and an adult's speech. FM 
Systems have the potential to assist in that process, but to do so the speech transmit
ted to the child must be intended for the child, not some chance, irrelevant transmis
sion. Data will be presented from a study which investigated the proportion of time 
during a preschool session in which a child wearing a FM receiver would be receiv
ing an irrelevant speech signal if the teacher's transmitter were left on at all times 
during the session, a not uncommon practice, particularly in the mainstream. This 
was found to be very high but to vary significantly between teacher-focussed and 
individual/small group activity sessions. This pattern was consistent for the four chil
dren and three preschool classes studied. Implications for FM use in preschools and 
elsewhere are discussed. 
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For many children with severe and profound hearing losses, conventional hearing 
aids are unable to provide sufficient amplification to ensure good oral communi

cation and/or in the case of very young children, development of speech and lan
guage. Traditionally a number of these children have opted for the use of sign lan
guage alone or in Total Communication approaches as a primary means of commu
nication. The advent of multiple channel cochlear implants for children and the con
tinuing development of multiple channel speech processing tactile devices provide 
auditory approaches to resolving communication difficulties for these children. The 
successful use of such devices depends on a number of factors including the infor
mation provided through the aid; the ease of use, convenience and reliability of the 
aid; the individual communication needs of the child; and the habilitation and man
agement program used with the device. Long-term data has shown that children con
tinue to show increased speech perception benefits from improvements in speech 
processing and from further experience with these devices. Habilitation and manage
ment programs must therefore be geared to meet the changing needs of children as 
they progress and of families as children mature and face new challenges. 
Habilitation must address specific individual needs in speech perception and in 
speech production. For very young children, benefits of improved speech perception 
should have an impact on the development of speech and language, and habilitation 
and management must emphasise the need for language growth. 
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