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INTRODUCTION
 

The International Cochlear Implant Speech and Hearing 
Symposium - Melbourne 1994 covered a wide range of 
presentations in a number of disciplines. The scientific pro
gram included 287 oral presentations and 40 posters, pre
sented to a total of 456 delegates from 38 countries. This was 
a considerable expansion in the number and range ofpresenta
tions from the first international conference held in Melbourne 
in 1985 (Ann Otol Rhinal Laryngal 1987;96[suppl 128]). 
This growth highlights the importance of the discipline and 
the advances being made in this area. 

In 1985 an important highlight of the conference was the 
first announcement of a formal comparative study showing 
the benefits of multichannel versus single-channel stimula
tion, a challenging issue at the time. Two important highlights 
of the conference in 1994 were the announcement of the 
National Institutes of Health-funded study at the Central 
Institute for the Deaf in St Louis, Missouri, which compared 
the results for speech perception, speech production, and 
language for the multichannel cochlear implant, hearing aid, 
and tactile aid in matched groups of profoundly hearing
impaired children. The papers were presented by Ann Geers 
and Emily Tobey, and showed that the children using the 
cochlear implant had significantly better performance in 
perception, production, and language development. The sec
ond highlight was a panel discussion on ethical issues in the 
management of severe and profound hearing impairment 
using cochlear implants and other prostheses. In addition, 
free papers on ethics were included in a symposium session. 
These covered a wide range of issues and it was the first time 
this subject had been comprehensively presented at an inter
national meeting. The majority of the presentations on this 
subject are included in this supplement. 

It was appropriate that the opening address should be given 
by Josef Zwislocki on physiological aspects of electrical 
stimulation and coding. The multichannel cochlear implant 
had its origins in auditory neurophysiology nearly three 
decades ago, and has played an important role in making 
contributions to our understanding of coding as well. 

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, we would like to 
thank The Bionic Ear Institute, Australian Hearing Services, 
and the University of Melbourne for jointly sponsoring this 
meeting. We feel fortunate to have had David Penington, 
Vice-Chancellor, and Graeme Ryan, Dean of the Faculty of 
Medicine, the University ofMelbourne, to open and close the 
meeting. We would also thank the many corporate sponsors 
who participated in the Melbourne Symposium. Logistic 
support for the meeting was provided by Convention Net
work, and we wish to thank Marg Scarlett and her staff for 
their hard work, patience, and dedication. 

We would also like to acknowledge the assistance and 
support provided by the Cooperative Research Centre for 
Cochlear Implant, Speech and Hearing Research and the 
Human Communication Research Centre throughout the Sym
posium, and particularly in the processing of manuscripts for 
this publication. All of the papers included have been ac
cepted on the basis of peer review. It is hoped that this 
publication will make a significant contribution to progress in 
the discipline by its representation of up-to-date work in a 
variety ofareas. We would like to note our appreciation to Sue 
Davine, Karyn Galvin, Julia Sarant, Jacky Gray, Trevor 
Carter, Sue Walmsley, Jay Umapalan, and Lisa Fry for 
assistance with organization, word processing, and proof
reading. We would like to thank the Annals Editor, Dr Brian 
McCabe, and his Staff for their help in the preparation ofthis 
publication. 

We are grateful for the generous support of Cochlear Pty 
Limited and the Cooperative Research Centre for CocWear 
Implant, Speech and Hearing Research in ensuring the publi
cation of this work. 

Finally, we would like to express our profound gratitude to 
the participants and authors for their hard work, which is 
reflected in the scientific presentations included in this pub
lication. 

GRAEME M. CLARK, PHD, FRACS 
ROBERT S. C. COWAN, PHD, DAUD 
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