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Main text: 

To the Editor, 

We wish to highlight the increasing number of cases of allergic contact dermatitis (ACD) to 

Dermabond® Prineo® (Ethicon, US LLC), an adhesive containing 2-octyl cyanoacrylate used for 

superficial skin closure after orthopaedic surgery. The first case of ACD to Dermabond® was reported 

in 2008,1 and 28 of 57 subsequent cases have occurred following orthopaedic surgery.  

Dermabond® Prineo® contains the same glue, with a self-adhesive polyester mesh containing 

benzalkonium chloride, a known allergen.2 Since introduction five years ago, there have been 42  

cases of ACD, 33 in orthopaedic patients.  

We recently reported a case series of ACD to Dermabond® Prineo® from Perth, where all six cases 

were patch tested, confirming the diagnosis of ACD to Dermabond Prineo®.3 Four had prior exposure 

to Dermabond® Prineo®, one to Dermabond® liquid adhesive and one had no known exposure to 

Dermabond® products. In our series, ACD sometimes caused prolonged hospitalization 

It is imperative to convey to all healthcare professionals using Dermabond® Prineo® that 

development of ACD may occur following its use, particularly in patients who have been exposed to 

it before. ACD usually presents within 2 weeks of application with a pruritic, eczematous (red, scaly), 

peri-incisional rash, sometimes with blistering. It can be mistaken for infection and should be 

suspected in any systemically well patient with a localised pruritic eruption. 

We suggest that all patients, in whom it is proposed to use Dermabond® Prineo®, are asked whether 

they have developed a skin reaction to it previously. If there has been a skin reaction, it should not 

be used again. Patients without a history of skin reaction should be patch tested to a small amount 
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of the glue under occlusion, left in place for 48 hours and evaluated then and after 48 hours, prior to 

further use, to there is no delayed allergic reaction on re-exposure. 
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