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Japanese Diaspora and the Narratives of Migrants
1 The Case of Australia and Diasporic Literature

The overseas emigration of Japanese citizens has been on the rise in the
last three decades, reaching at the level of 134 million in 2021 (MOFA
2022). While the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in its downturn, the
number of Japanese citizens who obtained permanent residence overseas
continued to increase, hitting a record high of 537,662 in 2021 (MOFA 2022).
This article examines the factors behind this growing overseas emigration
of Japanese citizens, particularly looking at its flows to Australia, which is
now the second most popular destination for Japanese permanent residents.
Based on the narratives of 62 research participants, this article will present
the basic ideal types of Japanese emigrants and examine the themes that
appeared prominently in their emigration decision-making, including the
acquisition of global experience, work-life balance, gender inequality,
aversion of disaster/environmental and long-term economic risks, and political
concerns. It will also discuss the ways in which Japanese emigration and
the diversifying experiences of Japanese citizens have impacted Japanese
literature so far and how the growing presence of ‘global nomads’ moving
across multiple borders is likely to enrich the Japanese literature in the
future by challenging the existing understanding of “Japaneseness” and the
meaning of migration.
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1 Oishi, Nana, “Skilled or unskilled? : The reconfiguration of migration policies in Japan" (Journal of Ethnic
and Migration Studies Vol.47(10), 2021), pp.2252-2253.

2 M T AMERRFS ARG T3 (2021).
3 Ray, Julie, “Japan May Want Migrants More Than They Want Japan (Gallup 2018).
4 Gallup Worldwide Poll 2022. “Intention to Move." (#'— b~ ZKEHRP BIFEIR L V) $245).

5 Horiuchi, Yusaku and Nana Oishi, “Country Risks and Brain Drain : The Emigration Potential of Japanese
Skilled Workers.” (Social Science Japan Journal 25(1), 2021), p.11.
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6 i T ARRR A &R A DAl (TR | TR A G S SRR 2, Vol.29, 2019), p.134.

7 KHEME RO B AN CFJLA#TE, 2022), pp.109-112.
8 B AL E L T/ o— N -y 3 v —HADOHEH, ("ARBFHIE 1. 2000), p.l.
9 K H i TR D H A MYy CFJL:#rE, 2022), p.112.

10 Oishi, Nana, “Pacific : Japan, Australia, New Zealand” (Mary C. Waters and Reed Ueda (eds) The New
Americans © A Guide to Immigration since 1965, Harvard University Press, 2007), p.543.

1 RALANT AZBT 2 HAABROAEIZBE ST 2—-5% 1 1868 25 1946 FE TOHRE JEE )
kg~ (AR A3, 2019), p.22.

12 Oishi, Nana, “Pacific : Japan, Australia, New Zealand” (Mary C. Waters and Reed Ueda (eds) The New
Americans | A Guide to Immigration since 1965, Harvard University Press, 2007), p.544.

13 Hifs =R HAWEZ ® <2 ADBEOEE &, R THIRK, 2014).
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16 Kato, EBtsuko, ‘Self-searching Migrants : Youth and Adulthood, Work and Holiday in the Lives of
Japanese Temporary Residents in Canada and Australia” (Asian Anthropology 12(1), 2013), pp.24-25.

17 KEEL - EHEO 22 50 0 A2 N 311 1281 5 HARASEAMOSEMANOBA (TR
e372(2), 2021), p.111.

18 Richards, Greg and Julie Wilson (eds.), The Global Nomad . Backpacker Travel in Theory and Practice.
(Channel View Publications, 2004).
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19 Remitly “Where the World Wants to Work : the most popular countries for moving abroad” (Remitly,
2020).

20 Weber, Max, The Methodology of Social Sciences. (Free Press, 1949), p.xv.
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21 OWReilly, Karen and Michaela Benson, Lifestyle Migration : Escaping to the Good Life? (Ashgate, 2009).

22 Khoo, Siew-Ean, Peter McDonald, Carmen Voigt-Graf, and Graeme Hugo, “A Global Labor Market : Factors
Motivating the Sponsorship and Temporary Migration of Skilled Workers to Australia.” (International
Migration Review 41(2), 2007), p.506.

23 {18, p.500.

24 Mizukami, Tetsuo, The Sojourner Community . Japanese Migration and Residency in Australia. (Koninklijke

Brill, 2007), Nagatomo, Jun, Migration as transnational leisure . The Japanese lifestyle migrants in Australia
(Brill, 2014).
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