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Pedagogies of dofference: Meta cognition and distributed creativities in improvised music making.



Recent conceptualisations consider creativity distributed within individual, collective and social natures of learning and argue the role of social relations and the enculturation and development of learning and creativity within this experiential continuum. This paper disseminates research investigating the cognitive processes that develop creativities in musical improvisers. Reporting on a phenomenological collective case study, the study revealed engagement and development of creative thinking and shaping of improvisatory processes and expression across independent, co-operative and collaborative processes. The study reveals multiple creativities improvisers develop and hone in mastering skills, strategies and creative concepts. Exploring the lived-world experiences of five Australian improvisers, the paper asserts learning and creativity emergent from individual and shared experiences of planning and processing of creativities. The study provides implications for general education and improvisation education in particular, concerning effective metacognitive strategies and their impact on improvised musical cognition, the refinement of creative processes and the way collaborative activity shapes learning and creativity. The paper posits the importance of collaborative music making that develops creativities, as well as arguing for improvisation studies central and core to all music study before developing specialisms in performance in secondary and higher education.
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