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Introduction

The music contained within this folio was composed between February 2018 and December
2019. The initial creative concept behind the folio was to investigate how my background
as a songwriter with a contemporary pop influence could be explored within the expanded
palette of instrumental music and orchestration, and contemporary classical composition
techniques. This was essentially a continuation of the work | produced during a Graduate
Diploma in Composition | undertook through Melbourne Conservatorium of Music in the
year before commencing the Masters.

As a songwriter, | was and remain very interested in form and melodic development and
interplay as key aspects of my songwriting, as well as the pairing of that with lyrics and
effective prosody. One of the key differentiations with this Masters folio would be that there
are no lyrics contained within. At one stage | had planned on writing a choral work with
lyrics, but this never eventuated as my other pieces took up a considerable share of the
submittable space permitted within the folio. My intention was to explore how my sense of
form and structure through pop songwriting - and the prominence of melody - could be
applied within the extended durations and timbral textures of writing for larger groups, and
the challenges this posed as | attempted to effectively master scoring and orchestration
techniques.

Tempo

Before entering a brief discussion about the background and primary characteristics of each
piece, let me first acknowledge the idiosyncrasy of the tempo markings within each piece in
the folio: in that they are all odd numbers. This is for two reasons:

A) | prefer odd numbers. An even number is always divisible, so therefore can be
interpreted and diluted several different ways. In contrast, while some odd numbers may
be divisible by odd fractions, they are more unique, and more fixed in their position - and
by philosophical extension, perhaps more attuned to natural, chaotic occurrence.

B) Having an odd number tempo marking, rather than stressing the fixed-ness of the tempo
- and that ‘it must be so’ - for me contrastingly suggests the futility of trying to play at a mark
difficult to precisely achieve, and so therefore may in fact be conversely a more effective
suggestion of approximation. This is my intention: the tempo numbers should not be taken
precisely, but more of a hint at the vague ‘tempo area’ that a theme or musical atmosphere
should sit within.

The Straightened Arrow

This was the first piece | undertook as part of the Master’s Folio, and it was a commission
from Zelman Symphony Orchestra, as part of their Emerging Composers program. | was
advised before commencing work on this piece to keep to the limitations or the playability
of the orchestra, and so | attempted to make elements of rhythm, and especially a continuous
pulse at the heart of the piece, as the primary focus of the interplay between instruments



and forces at work in the orchestra. An example of this is the rhythmical (and melodic)
interplay between the Flute and solo Trumpet at bar 61, and the solo Oboe and solo
Clarinet at Rehearsal mark G - bar 90 (see Fig.1).
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Figure 1: Chris Pickering (2018), The Straightened Arrow, bars 90-98 (N.B. both parts are

in concert).

Here | designed the two parts to be interacting in a rhythmically dynamic way - a kind of
‘rhythmic counterpoint’ - and to maintain strong connection to the pulse, irrespective of the
notes they were playing. As | placed so much emphasis on the pulse, | also tried to offset
this on occasion by altering the rhythmic entry of many of the melodic parts, by having the
tune enter early or late - and not at the start or middle of a bar - so that it didn’t seem
rhythmically rigid. | also employed grace notes a lot in the wind phrasing, because | very
much like the effect this makes, and the sound of the sudden movement between the two
notes - both with a short and a wider interval. Most of the main themes and harmonic
structure in the piece are also based on a Mixolydian bé scale from E - employing the
notes E, F#, G#, A, B, C, D (See Fig.2 and Fig.1 for example of use).
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Figure 2: Mixolydian b6 Scale starting from E natural.
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Ceiling of Clouds

This piece was a joint commission from the Percy Grainger Museum and the
Stillness | Perfection Exhibition held at the Science Gallery by the University of Melbourne in
June 2018. The brief was to compose for the courtyard space at the Percy Grainger museum
in Parkville, and to consider the courtyard environment in doing so. | wanted to compose
something simple and elegant to reflect the ambience of the courtyard, and selected the
instrumentation based on Grainger’s favourite instruments (and instruments he was known
to himself perform on): Alto Saxophone, Acoustic Guitar, and Harmonium.' Whilst sketching
out initial ideas for this piece, | was fortunate enough to be able to schedule a lesson with
visiting lecturer Professor Martin Bresnick of Yale University, and he provided some

1 Percy Grainger Museum, Notes and Articles from Permanent Exhibition, (Parkville, Melbourne: Melbourne University).
Visited on 30 April, 2018.
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substantial advice to the direction of the piece. His advice centred around the swapping of
melodic material - and the development of melodic material more between the instruments,
to create more unification, and less like the piece had a ‘solo instrument’. Pulse also plays
an important part in the piece, but often the pulse is only suggested by one instrument at a
time, whilst the others sound more rubato.

Sous Le Tourbillon (Beneath The Whirlpool)
Given that | had not ever undertaken writing a piece for solo piano before, it was suggested

by my supervisor Professor Greenbaum that | attempt a substantial work for a solo
instrument as the centrepiece of the folio. It was also partly inspired by my friendship with
pianist Gemma Turvey, who would go on to premiere the piece on 11 September 2019.
Whilst | play some piano in a pop style, | would not consider myself a pianist at all, so |
was approaching this composition with a steep learning curve in how to write a
contemporary piano piece. Structurally, the main inspiration came from Debussy’s Suite
Bergamasque®, a collection of four piano pieces with separate moods and rhythmic
structures. The expression and technique directions are in French, and movement titles are
also directly inspired by this - although Debussy’s sequence of styles was not repeated: the
fast-medium-fast-slow sequence of Sous Le Tourbillon contrasts with Debussy’s medium-fast-
slow-fast sequence of movements.

However, | would not say that the mood and repertoire of the piece is distinctly ‘French’ (as
attributed to the broad general style of Debussy, Ravel, Poulenc, Les Six and others);
instead, the first movement (Prelude) has a distinct jazz and multi-cultural flavour; the second
(At the Water’s Edge) a slow, almost gospel-ike sombreness. The last two movements are
closer in style, however: the third (Passepied) is possibly the most referential to a neo-
classical style (and a direct reference in the title and feel to Debussy’s Passepied movement
from Suite Bergamasque). The fourth (Reflection) contains the same floating rhythmic style
as, say Claire De Lune (Movement Three of Debussy’s Suite Bergamasque), and a similar
harmonic language too - albeit with more modulation away from the home key of Db than
Claire De Lune features.

Splinters of Diamond Light

This piece was written to be a part of the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music’s Masters-
level workshop with Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. This would be the second orchestral
work | would be writing to contribute to the folio, and as such, | wanted it to be different
than the first - The Straightened Arrow. My first sketches showed focus towards a
heightened emphasis on texture - and how timbres around certain chords or tone clusters
could be altered by employing different forces in the orchestra (See Fig. 3).

2 Claude Debussy, Suite Bergamasque pour Piano (Regina Back, ed.), (Germany: Barenreiter, 2018 [originally composed and
published 1905]).
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Figure 3: Example of Tone clusters within Splinters of Diamond Light, Chris Pickering (2019 - bars 1-8).

As the piece developed, this would continue into exploring how not only textures, but
harmony and harmonic content can be transferred between different groups of instruments,
seamlessly and gently, by maintaining a chord in one group of instruments, then fading that
out as another chord enters played by another group. A primary piece of melodic (and
subsequently harmonic) material also emerged: a four-note phrase that first appears in the
Harp at bar 3, which from my structural perspective was a phrase (or pitch cell) built on the
tonic, major second, major third, and flat 7" of a scale (see Fig. 4).
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Figure 4: Four-note melodic phrase (in D mixolydian), from Splinters of Diamond Light (Pickering, 2019,
bars 3-5).

Professor Greenbaum suggested | refer to Steve Reich’s Music for a Large Ensemble® to get
ideas for the use of upper brass dynamics across held chords - which was a big influence
on the organisation of the brass dynamics in the piece (See Fig.5) - and Reich’s
orchestration also was inspiration for how to deal with the limitations of the brass forces
available and absence of low brass within the set orchestra.
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Figure 5: Brass dynamics in Splinters of Diamond Light (Pickering, 2019, bars 63-64)(N.B. both parts
appear in concert).

The drumset part is also a big highlight of the piece - drumset being something | was
interested to write for in an orchestral context, particularly having majored in Jazz drums

3 Steve Reich, Music for a Large Ensemble, (New York: Boosey and Hawkes, 1978).
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for my undergraduate degree. The drumset (and all percussion) actually plays both a
timekeeping and syncopated role in the piece - keeping a pulse and driving the rhythm,
but also playing around with the subdivisions available within the structure of the 6/4 time
signature.

Lesser Heroes

This piece was composed especially for Melbourne-based contemporary classical group
Ensemble Three, featuring Ken Murray (electric guitar), Don Immel (trombone), and Joel
Brennan (trumpet). This piece brought with it the challenge of writing for such a unique
ensemble with unique timbral combinations and overlapping ranges. The first movement
featured in this folio is very textural, with long held floating tones and more of the
overlapping chords and melodic phrasing that | had attempted with textures in Splinters of
Diamond Light, but now in a much-reduced format. The second movement was to be based
around an African Pentatonic scale (the notes C, D, F, G, Bb), and a faster 6/8 time
signature repetitive pattern in the guitar with the pull of a strong harmonic central drone. |
was very interested in the different harmonic possibilities that using the pentatonic scale
creates - fourths, fifths and seconds (or 11ths, 12ths, and 9ths) rather than predominantly
thirds or sixths - which can be observed in the intersecting trumpet and trombone lines (See
Fig.6 and Fig.7).
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Figure 6: Harmony based on Pentatonic scale, from Lesser Heroes, Movement Il (Pickering, 2019, bars
17-20).
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Figure 7: Harmony based on Pentatonic scale, from Lesser Heroes, Movement Il (Pickering, 2019, bars
29-35).
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There was originally a third movement to this piece that precluded the two movements
featured here, but whilst | am happy with the material, | feel it needs more technical work
before a subsequent performance and recording can be made.

Beyond
| plan to continue working perhaps more extensively in a small group or chamber music

medium, and am interested in writing perhaps ‘unconventional’ music for ‘conventional’
ensembles, such as string quartet, wind quintet, SATB choir, and so on. | am also interested
in combining some of these conventional groups together to create interesting textures and
timbral combinations, such as a string quartet with a brass trio. | have enjoyed writing for
large groups and orchestras, but | very much enjoy the precision and clarity of writing for
small combinations of instruments. | am also interested in exploring how these small groups
could possibly sound bigger — through amplification, effects, or sonic manipulation. This
could also include the addition of modern instruments from the pop and jazz world
alongside traditional chamber music instruments. In the long-term, it is my intention to also
attempt a substantial folio of work as part of a PHD study in composition, with a potential
focus on the merger of popular songwriting style and chamber music - and how that
influence can be found in contemporary classical works.



Chris Pickering

The Straightened Arrow

For Orchestra

Full Score

2018

“‘*':W‘;‘ ""“:%’*n N‘% . g%m ey,
Va4 ‘ ) e



Commissioned by Zelman Symphony as part of the Emerging Composer Program 2018.

Premiered by Zelman Symphony and conducted by Rick Prakhoff on September 1st, 2018 at
Xavier College Eldon Hogan Performing Arts Centre.

Special thanks to Stuart Greenbaum and Rick Prakhoff.

The Straightened Arrow is a piece for orchestra in one movement, with a duration of
approximately 11 minutes.



Instrumentation:

Fl. (2)

Ob. (2)

Cl. in Bb (2)

Bsn. (2)

Hn.in F (4)

Tpt. in Bb (2)

Tbn. (3)

Tba. (1)

Timpani

Snare Drum

Bass Drum, Triangle, and Suspended Cymbal
Piano and Celesta (one player)
Strings

The Score is transposed.

Score is also written with each wind and brass instrument section on one stave for ease of reference.
When two notes are written, firsts should take the higher note, and the seconds the lower note.

In some instruments, different rhythmic parts may split into two voicings. The numbers above and below
the notes indicate which instrument group - for example, Cl.1 (firsts) or Cl.2 (seconds) - should take
which note, like so:

ML —
B

T8>

The firsts will be written with stems going up, and seconds with stems going down.

For French Horn in F (scored for four players), where two notes are indicated, the usual split consists of
doubling with: 1. and 3. on higher note, 2. and 4. on lower note.

For Trombone (scored for three players), this split is usually 1. on the higher note, and 2. and 3. on the
lower, but may be indicated otherwise.






THE STRAIGHTENED ARROW

Chris Pickering
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Chris Pickering

Ceiling of Clouds

Alto Saxophone
Acoustic Guitar
Harmonium

2018
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Commissioned for performance at Science Gallery Melbourne,
and in The Percy Grainger Museum courtyard, as part of the

Grainger Museum/MSD/Science Gallery
Composer Commissions 2018: Stillness | Perfection project.

The Score is presented transposed (for Alto Saxophone part).



Performance notes:

Alto Saxophone:

The idea is that the tone should be breathy, to be reminiscent of a breeze, but not too much.

There are indications regarding vibrato, but feel free to adjust to suit the
performance environment.

Guitar:

This is scored for nylon-string classical guitar, but could work just as well

with a steel-string model. Some light acoustic amplification may be required too,

to give more presence to the instrument against the harmonium and alto saxophone.

Harmonium:

This has been scored on grand stave for ease of performance, but also assumes that the
performer may only be able to use one hand as the other needs to operate the bellows
of the instrument. If this is the case, feel free to adjust the wider-voiced chord

parts where necessary. However, if the instrument does not require manual air flow,
then please play as written.
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CEILING OF CLOUDS

Chris Pickering

[TRANSPOSED SCORE|
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Chris Pickering

Sous Le Tourbillon
(Beneath The Whirlpool)

Suite For Piano

2019
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For Erin.
Special Thanks to Stuart Greenbaum and Gemma Turvey.
Premiered by Gemma Turvey at Hanson Dyer Hall, lan Potter Southbank Centre,

University of Melbourne, Australia, on September 11th, 2019.

Pedalling is at the performer's discretion except where indicated.



. Prélude
[l. At The Water's Edge

[Il. Passepied (Danse Tourbillon)
IV. Reflection

81



82



SOUS LE TOURBILLON

(Beneath the Whirlpool)
Chris Pickering

l. Prélude
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For Emitt and Beatrice

Sincere thanks to Stuart Greenbaum, Mathilde Serraille and Luke Speedy-Hutton
at the MSO Library, and the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra.

Written for MSO Workshop program in conjuction with

Melbourne Conservatorium of Music, Faculty of Fine Arts and Music,
Melbourne University.

Workshopped on October 2, 2019.

This full score is presented transposed. There is no specific key so all instruments
will show no key signature.
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Instrumentation:

Fl.

Fl./Picc.

Ob.

C.A.

Cl.1

Cl. 2/B.Cl.
Bsn.

C.B.

Hn.in F 1&2
Tpt. in C 1&2
Timpani
Percussion: Triangle, Drum Set, Vibraphone, Bass Drum
Harp

Strings
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Performance Notes

Tempo markings are all in odd numbers, not necessarily to be difficult, but to potentially ensure
that an 'exact' tempo is not entirely achievable. Ideally, these should be played as close as
possible to how they are marked, but can be approximate depending on interpretation. The
change to allegretto at Bar 55 is intended to be approximately double-time to the original tempo.
Similarly, the change to Adagio at bar 116 should be considered approximately slightly

quicker than 'halftempo’.



Winds
There is some doubling taking place, with Flute doubling on Piccolo and the Second Clarinet
doubling on Bass Clarinet.

Brass
Mutes are used in this piece. For Horns, use a standard mute. Trumpets use standard with a
harmon mute with no stem as well.

Percussion

The score is written for one percussionist and one tympanist. The percussionist will switch
between Triangle, Drum Set, Vibraphone, and Orchestral Bass Drum. Note that the drum

set should also contain a bass drum, played with a foot pedal - this is different to the
Orchestral Bass Drum. The drum set can be arranged conventionally, but only needs to contain:

One Bass drum with pedal
Snare Drum on stand
Hi-Hats

Ride Cymbal on stand
Crash Cymbal on stand

Sticks are also used for the drum set sections, however, for balance, it may be necessary

to use 'rods'. Without intentionally getting into brand endorsement, Pro Mark 'Lightning Rods'
are possibly the best balance for volume and articulation, without overpowering the orchestra.
It may be simpler to have the triangle close to hand near the drum set for some changes;

such as at one bar before E (bar 42).

Drum Key:
[e]
Kick Snare J ,J Hi-Hat Pedal o éi
1
[ 1
r |
! Hi-Hat Hi-Hat Open r( Ride Cymbal  Crash Cymbal

The Timpani should also have on hand soft mallets and hard mallets for effect.

Harp
The piece is not in any particular key, so pedal markings have not been added, and
are at the discretion of the performer.

Strings
Some bars contain tone clusters, and the intention is that these should be played
divisi as indicated.

19
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SPLINTERS OF DIAMOND LIGHT

[ TRANSPOSED SCORE|

Flute 1

Flute 2/Piccolo

Oboe

Cor Anglais

Clarinet in Bb 1

Clarinet in By 2/
Bass Clarinet in Bb

Bassoon

Contrabassoon

Horn in F 1&2

Trumpet in C 182

Timpani

Triangle,
Drum Set,
Vibraphone,
Bass Drum

Harp

Violin |

Violin Il

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass

Adagio,J =71
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Chris Pickering

Lesser Heroes

Flugelhorn/Trumpet in C
Trombone
Electric Guitar

2019
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Duration: 8 minutes.

First performed by Ensemble Three at Melbourne Recital Centre, Melbourne,
on December 10th 2019.

Ensemble Three are Ken Murray (guitar), Joel Brennan (Trumpet), and Don Immel (Trombone).
The Score is presented transposed, which, considering the instrumentation, only really

applies to the Flugelhorn in Bb. The Trombone, Guitar, and Trumpet in C are all
nondransposing instruments, so they are presented as per conventional notation requirements.
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Notes:

The Guitar part requires an E-Bow, a tremolo pedal and a distortion or overdrive pedal. Where
"trem." is noted on the guitar part, this means activation of the tremolo pedal - the speed should be set
to around 80-90bpm (but not where it feels like a tempo). Similarly, where 'dist." is noted as a
direction, this means to activate the distortion or overdrive pedal. The volume of the overdrive setting
should only be slightly louder than a normal clean tone - and not too 'metal' either: just with a bit
more grunt.

The trumpet part in the first movement is scored for Flugelhorn, and the second movement is scored for
Trumpet in C. The second could also be played on a Trumpet in Bb if this was the only instrument
available - but the score and parts would need to be transposed.

The second movement also asks for some tapping on the trombone and trumpet bells - the score
indicates with fingers, but ideally this should be some kind of metallic sound (i.e. like a cowbell or hoe)
so - if the players don't mind - tapping with fingernails or even the edge of the mute may be

more effective.

Special thanks to Ensemble Three: Ken Murray, Joel Brennan, and Don Immel; and Stuart Greenbaum.

For those who strive as the least one can do
For another supposes heroic and true
- Anon.
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Full Score

LESSER HEROES

Chris Pickering

I. "A Social Conscience"

| TRANSPOSED SCORE|
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