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Abstract

This paper examines grammatical variations over time by a female Kobe dialect
speaker, Kanako (pseudonym) through quantitative analyses of longitudinal ethnographic
interview data accumulated from 1989 to 2016. The data, involving the same participants who
met regularly over 27 years, reveals that Kanako uses different variants in relation to her
changing social situations. This paper demonstrates that a person’s social status prompts them
to use variations of grammar in relation to their life stage.

We focus on grammatical variants related to politeness and formality. Kobe dialect
has several markers for politeness, such as verbal suffix -(i)mas-, copular =des-, tag question
=desjoo, and response tokens Aai ‘yes.POL’ and iie/ ie ‘no.POL’. The explanation markers also
have a contrast between polite and non-polite. =~v=des- is polite and =nen/-(i)ten, =n(=ja) and
=no function non-polite. Three subordinating clitics =kara, =~de and =node are other
indicators to measure the formality in speech. Furthremore, =node and =n~de clauses are
relatively more formal than =kara since they require polite forms in the main clause.

As a result, we found that Kanako chose different variants according to her age.
While she used non-polite forms between 1989 (age 18) and 2000 (age 29), she drastically
changed to polite forms in 2006 (age 35). Then she mixed both polite and non-polite forms in
2010 (age 39) and 2016 (age 44) while shifting between Kobe dialect and standard Japanese.
Language use is related to transformations in social life, and we conclude that a person’s social

status strongly influences the choice of the grammatical variants.
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