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Abstract: A computational method is proposed for solving a structured quadratic optimal
control problem subject to linear discrete-time dynamics arising from a directed tree structured
interconnection of heterogeneous sub-systems. The problem is first formulated as a quadratic
program with structure along three dimensions of the decision space. A nested algorithm based
on block Jacobi iterations is proposed for the linear system of equations obtained from the
corresponding first-order optimality conditions. It is shown that the per iteration computational
burden scales favorably with increasing problem size in each dimension. The computations at
each iteration are amenable to distributed implementation on a network of parallel processors
mirroring the tree graph structure of the problem. Numerical experiments, based on a model data
for an automated irrigation network, are used to demonstrate aspects of the approach, including
the impact of early termination of the inner iterations in agreement with corresponding analysis.
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NOTATIONS

Throughout this document, R := (—o00,+00) is used to
denote the set of real numbers and N := {1,2,...} is
the set of natural numbers. R™ denotes an n-dimensional
real vector and RP*? denotes a real matrix with p rows
and ¢ columns. A\{b} denotes all elements of the set A
except element b. I, is the identity matrix of size ¢ X ¢ and
Opxq denotes a matrix of zeros of size p x g. A’ denotes
the transpose of a matrix. A > 0 means the symmetric
matrix A = A’ € R™ "™ is positive definite (i.e., there
exists ¢ > 0 such that 2’ Ax > ca’z for all x € R™) and
A > 0 means A is a positive semi-definite (i.e., '’ Az > 0
for all x € R"). “diag(.)”” represents construction of
block diagonal matrix from input arguments and “col(.)”
represents concatenation of input arguments as column
vector. ® represents the Kronecker product.

1. INTRODUCTION

In this paper, computational aspects of solving structured
large-scale finite-horizon linear-quadratic (LQ) optimal
control problems are investigated. Specifically problems
subject to linear discrete-time dynamics arising from the
interconnection of heterogeneous sub-systems in the form
of a directed tree graph. The key features are that (i)
each node has in degree no greater than 2, (ii) the out
degree is 1 for all nodes, except one node with no children,
and (iii) the sub-graph comprised of the branch nodes is
a directed path, where a branch node means a node of
in degree 2 or more. This kind of structure is relevant in
various domains, including water irrigation networks (Li
et al., 2005), supply chains (Perea-Ldpez et al., 2003), and
radial power distribution networks (Peng and Low, 2018).

Primary Channel

Fig. 1. Directed information flow in a tree graph network

To help clarify, consider a resource distribution network
consisting of a primary channel and secondary distribu-
tion channels. Suppose that resource flow regulators are
located at the source of and along channels immediately
downstream of every supply point to a secondary channel
or end-user as the case may be. Each of these regulators
is controlled to achieve a specified level of the resource in
the buffer at the supply points immediately downstream,
based on observations of this level and the downstream
flow load. Such a feedback control architecture results in
automatic demand driven release of the resource from the
source; e.g., see (Cantoni et al., 2007) for related work
on irrigation networks. Indeed, the information flow corre-
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sponds to the interaction of sub-systems on a directed tree
graph with the features described previously; see Fig. 1.
The type of LQ optimal control problem considered in this
paper arises, for example, in determining suitable reference
storage levels throughout the controlled network on the
basis of a demand forecast, accounting for the underlying
dynamics of the low-level feedback control system. The di-
rected tree graph structured interconnection of dynamical
sub-systems considered is shown in Fig. 1. Each node is
a sub-system and is labeled with subscript (7, j) with ¢ €
K:={1,2,..., K} cNandj € N;:={1,2,...,N;} CN,
where K is the total number of sub-systems in the primary
channel and N; is the total number of sub-systems in the
secondary channel originating from node i of the primary
channel. It can be seen from Fig. 1 that each sub-system
(i,1) in the primary channel is only directly dependent on
the sub-systems (i41,1) and (¢, 2), while each sub-system
(7,7) in the secondary channels only depends directly on
the sub-system (4, j+1). The state space dynamics of each
sub-system are

zij(t+1) = Aijwi;(t) + Bijui;(t) 1)

+ Eijrij+1(t) + Fijzip1,5(t),

where z; ;(t) € R™ and u; ;(t) € R™# are the state and
input of sub-system (4,j) € K x N; at time ¢t € T :=
{0,1,...,T} ¢ NU{0}, respectively. Initial conditions are
given by z; ;(0) = & ; € R™. The model parameters are
Az] c anjxnlj Bij c Rnl]xm,j Ez_] € RM™iiXMij+1
and F; ; € R™ xnii, . Matrices Fj ; and E; ; account for
the coupling between the states of adjacent sub-systems
in the primary and secondary channels respectively. Fj ;
are non zero for all + € \{K}, j =1 and zero elsewhere
while matrices F; ; are only zero for j = IV; so that the

boundary value of sub system x; n,,, (t) is effectively zero
forallt € T.

The finite-horizon optimal control problem of interest is
the following'

(3 (3 ] [ ) ot

mln

T, u 2 —
T4y (T)Py i, (T)))
(2a)
subject to
mi,j(()) = f@j fOI‘ 7 S IC, ] S M, (2b)

Qf,’7j(t + 1) = Ai7j$i7j(t) + Bi,jui,j (t)

+ Eijzija(t) + Fijmig (1)

forie K, jeN;, teT\{T},
where RiJ € RMigxXmij Qi,j € R™i*x™ii and ij €
R™.i%*™i.i are symmetric positive definite matrices. The
decision variables u and x consist of components w; ;(¢)
for i € K, j € N, t € T\{T} and z;,(t) for 1 €
K, j € N;, t € T, respectively. It can be seen that the
cost function (2a) is separable across the time horizon
and along the two spatial dimensions indexed by 7 and j,,
respectively. However, there is coupling between states of
adjacent sub-systems in the constraint (2¢), which encodes
the temporal and spatial dynamics of the directed tree
structured interconnection of sub-systems..

(2¢)

The finite horizon LQ optimal control just described is a
structured quadratic program (QP). The solution of this
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QP can be computed by solving the linear system of equa-
tions arising from the first-order optimality conditions also
known as Karush-Kuhn-Tucker (KKT) conditions (No-
cedal and Wright, 2000). Due to the special structure of
equality constraint which encodes the dynamics, this linear
system of equations is also structured.

The main contribution of this paper relates to exploiting
structure in the aforementioned KKT conditions, extend-
ing prior work of the authors pertaining to the special
case of a path graph network (i.e., no secondary chan-
nels (Cantoni et al., 2017; Zafar et al., 2019)). Specifically,
an algorithm based on nested block Jacobi iterations is
devised for solving the corresponding linear system of
equations, and thus, the optimal control problem. These
iterations retain structure in all three dimensions of the
problem and yield a favorable scaling of the computational
burden with the number of sub-systems along the primary
channel and secondary channels, and the length of the
time horizon. In particular, for a fixed number of inner
iterations, the per out-iteration computational cost scales
linearly in all three dimensions. The computations of all
iterations are amenable to distributed implementation on
a network of parallel processors mirroring the tree graph
structure of the problem.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. In Section 2,
the aforementioned structured QP is formulated and the
corresponding KKT conditions are identified. In Section 3,
the nested algorithm based on block Jacobi iteration is
presented. The convergence of these nested Jacobi itera-
tions including error analysis when the inner iterations are
terminated early is considered in Section 4. The proposed
method is applied to determine the set-point references
for an automated irrigation network model. Computation
time results for a single processor implementation are
presented in Section 5. Finally, some concluding remarks
are given in Section 6.

2. PROBLEM FORMULATION

For the sake of simplifying the arguments and notation,
the following assumptions are made:

Assumption 1. The number of pools in each secondary
channel is equal to Ny = Ny = ... = Ng = N and N/
represents the common set of secondary channel indexes.

Remark 2. Assumption 1 only aids in the simplification
of notations and clarity of presentation. All subsequent
developments remain valid if Assumption 1 does not hold.
In such case, the size of the block matrices presented in
equation (4) will be different for each index j and the limit
of summation goes to N = max;(N;).

Following (Cantoni et al., 2017) and (Zafar et al., 2019),
where cascade (i.e., directed path) interconnections are
studied within an LQ optimal control context, by defining,
'ELi’j = COl(ui’j(O),. . .,ui,j(T — ].)) € R™T and ji,j =
col(z; ;(0),...,z;;(T)) € R*:(T+ the problem (2) can
be reformulated as the following temporally stacked QP:

1 K N _ / Q 0 _
- Li,j 0,J Li,j
xmgle/v2;(;<{ﬂj [ 0 Rm‘] [%D) (32)

subject to
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= AijZij + Bijtij + B jTi 11 (3b)
+ Fy T, + Hi &g, 1€K, jEN,
where
A Ir® Qij On,; ;Txn; n; i (T+1)xn; ;(T+1)
ii= P i, i,J R i, i, ,
Q J |:O’ni,]‘ Xni,jT PZ,] e

Rivj =Ir® Ri,j € Rmi’j(T)Xmi’j(T),

7. . — i,5 (T+1)Xn; ;
HiJ‘ —COl(InM Onm'xm PEER cR™ 3 ( )Xn =5

OTL»; G XM, j)

N

nLJXnLJT OnIJXnLJ :|

i = ~In, j(r41) + |:IT ® A;

. . Oni,j xm; (T 5 OnlJXnLJT OnlJXnIJ
Bij= [ Ir ® B; 4 B j It ® Eij Ony Txniy |

I~ On”xn”T On”xn”
IT®Fz] 07L7]T><n17

for i € K, j € N. A;; € Rrus(T+Hxna;(T+l) and
B,j c R”LJ(T+1)XW1 J(T) Fi,j c R"tJ(T+1)><nL+1 i (T+1)
and F;; = 0 for all {(i,j)] i = Korj # 1}. E;; €
R (T >0 (TH) and By, = 0 (so that effectively
ZiN,,, = 0). Notice that all matrices in the temporally
stacked QP (3) are block diagonal except matrices A;
which are block bi-diagonal.

Onl ST xXng ;

Now defining n; := Zfil n;; (T + 1), m; = Zfil m; T,
l)j = Zszl N5, fl,j = COI(’LfLLj, .. .,’HKJ‘) € R™ and
&; = col(Z14,...,Zk;) € R™, problem (3) can be
reformulated by stacking across the dimension of the
primary channel which results in the following sparse and
structured quadratic program (QP).

LN ([#;]'[0; 07 [4;
w SEE D) o
subject to
0= Aj-'i'j + Bjﬁj + Eji‘jJrl + f{jéj, jeN, (4b)
where
A; = diag(A, j, .., Ak ;), j € N\{1},
Ay Fia
Ay = Agq - € R s,
E‘K—l,l
Ax 1
Q; d1ag(Q17J,. Qk;) € R%*%  R;=diag(R, j, .., I?K,j)
€ R™iXm Bj dag(Blj7. BK]) € R™xm; E; =
dlag(Elj,.. Erj) € R%*% and H; = dlag(Hlj,.. Hg ;)

€ R™*7 are all block diagonal matrices with En =0.

2.1 First Order Optimality Conditions

The KKT conditions for problem (4) are given by
Qjtj+ Alp; + E}_1pi—1 =0,
Ry + Bjp; =0,
Ajzj + Bjuj + EjTj + Hj& =0,
for j € N. The variables p; = col(p1 j,...,Pr,;) € R are

Lagrange multipliers. Since @ and R are positive definite,
the problem is strictly convex and the KKT conditions
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are necessary and sufficient for optimality (Nocedal and
Wright, 2000).

. N . ~ N . ~ N .
Defining n = Z] 1 (), M= Zj:l(mj)7 v= j:1(Vj>7
Z=col(&1,...,&N), tu=col(ty,...,dn), p=col(P1,...,DN),
the KKT condltlons can be written as

G0 AT [ 0
0RB 4_ 0], (5)
AB o] Lp =75
where
A, B, ]
A= Az € R,
- Eny
An ]
and matrices Q = diag(Q1,...,Qn) € R R =

diag(Ry,...,Ry) € R™™ B = diag(By,...,By) €
R™>™m H = diag(Hl,...,HN) € RV 5 = —H¢ e R”
and £ = col(él, e ,éN) € R”. It is apparent that the linear
system of equations (5) is very sparse and structured. In
the next section, this structure is exploited to devise an
iterative algorithm based on block Jacobi iterations to
solve the system of equations (5).

3. BLOCK JACOBI ITERATIONS

Defining o := col(Z, 1), (5) can be written as

)
POl =L 0
where Z = [%9 1?3] and Y = [4 B].

Note that matrix Z is positive definite and hence, that the
inverse is positive definite. Equation (6) can be solved as

YZ7YWp =rp, (7)
v = Z_l’l“f,,
where 75 = —Y'p. Since Z = 0 and Y is full row rank,

Y Z71Y" is positive definite. The matrix Z is block diago-
nal with block size independent of N, K and T. Therefore
computation of Z~! can be carried out efficiently. How-
ever, Y Z~1Y" is a block tri-diagonal matrix and solving
(7) is computationally more expensive.

The linear system (7) can be solved by block Jacobi
iterations. First, note that YZ~'Y’ has the block tri-
diagonal structure

;O
Q) &y O
A=YZ Y = PV ;o (8)
o dxo1 Ons
Oy, by
where
Q:AQ”A+Bﬂfﬁ+@QHEGMWW
Q= E;Q; ALy, e RWXM
for j € N and QN+1 =0. Let
U = diag(®y,...,dy) € R > (9)
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and = := ¥ — A. The Jacobi iterations for solving (7) are
given by the following:

Ut = 15 + S5, (10)
where k is the iteration index (Hackbusch, 2016). Since
A > 0, the block diagonal matrix ¥ > 0 (Golub and Van
Loan, 2013, Cor 4.2.2). The convergence of these iterations
to the solution of (7) is considered in Section 4.

3.1 Structure of Matrices

At each Jacobi iteration, the linear system of equations
in (10) needs to be solved. The computational complexity
of each Jacobi iteration depends on the structure of the
matrix U. It can be seen from (9) that ¥ > 0 is block
diagonal. Each diagonal block Ci)j is also very sparse and
structured. For j € N\{1}, each A; is block diagonal,
whereby both <i>j and Qj are block diagonal. However, o,
is block tri-diagonal because Ay is block bi-diagonal. In
summary,

_(i)ld

2= € R for j e N1}, (11a)
L (i)KJ
(@11 ¢11
P11 P21 P21

(i)l = . . ) ) c Rﬁjxﬁj, (11b)

P 01 Pr 119K 1.1
L (?5/1(—1,1 Pr1
where

Pij = AWQ;;AQJ + Bi»jR;le;,j + E_’ixj@;le E
e R (T+xnas(THD) e |, j e N\{1},
;1 = Ai,l@f,llfili,l + Bi,leﬂlB;,l + EleleE;1
+Fi71Q;+11’1F§,1 € R (TH)xnia(T+1) v 4 ¢ o
Gig = Fi1Qrl 1Al € R T G e o\ (K},

and Qi N+1 = Qr+1,1 = 0.

Remark 3. If the variable stacking were done across the
dimension of the secondary channels first, instead of the
primary channel as in (4), then the structure of every &)j

would be the same as ®;.

The size of each sub-block of <i>j scales linearly with 7.
Moreover, ®; ; is block tri-diagonal with block-size that
is independent of K, N and T. As such, in solving (10),
for i € K, j € M\{1}, the computation of each block

component ﬁfjl of 1 decomposes into a small block

tri-diagonal equation @i’j]ﬁﬁj = Fﬁ ; to solve. This can be
achieved by backward and forward recursions (Meurant,
1992), with aggregate complexity that scales linearly in
T, the number of blocks, and cubically with respect to
n; j, the size of each block. On the other hand, for j =1,
a block tri-diagonal system of equations with block-size
that depends linearly on T needs to be solved. With a
view to retaining linear in T' complexity, it is proposed to
(approximately) solve this system of equations by inner
Jacobi iterations.

Dropping the explicit dependence on the outer iteration
index k, the first block equation of (10) is given by
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Algorithm 1 Outer Block Jacobi Iterations

1: Compute Qj_l, Rj_l, d;, Qj forjeN
2: Initialize pJ = 0 for j € N/

3 k+0;(<+e+1

4: while ( > e do

5: ’F,f(— — glgl_ﬂlﬁg

6: forj=2,...,.N—1do

7: PR — H&—ypk = ph )
8: end for A

9: PR — HnEn—Uy_19% 4

10: Using Algorithm 2 solve
(i)l “k+l _ Ak

P =n
11: forj=2,...,N do
12: fori=1,2,..., K do
13: Noting that f;.“ = col(F’fyj, A F’;Q].)

use Backward-Forward recursions to solve

k1 _ ok
Pi Py = Tiy
14: end for

15:  end for
16 k< k+1; ¢« max; ||pF —pj "
17: end while

Algorithm 2 Inner Block Jacobi Iterations
1: Initialize p) |, = 0 for i € K
2 54 0;Cé41
3: while ( > € and s < Sy, do
4 T ’Flf,l — $11D5 1
fori=2,..., K —1do
5 ke _g / _g
Tiq 4 T — ®iibii1 — Pic1,1Pi-1
end for
—k / _
Ti1 ¢ T — Px_11Pk—11
fori=1,2,..., K do
10: Use Backward-Forward recursions to solve
= se bac
PPt =1,
11: end for
2 _ _s—1
122 s+ s+ 1; C<—max7;’|pf’1—pi71 Hoo
13: end while

(12)

i)1]31 = 7217
where @, is the block tri-diagonal matrix (11b). Let
T1 = diag(®11,..., k1) € R M (13)

and Al = Tl — <f>1. Then, at each iteration k of outer
block Jacobi iterations, the inner block Jacobi iterations
for solving (12) are given by the following:

Tiptt =i+ Arp. (14)
This results in a nested algorithm. All steps of the outer

and inner Jacobi iterations are summarized in Algorithm 1
and Algorithm 2, respectively.

Remark 4. The nested block Jacobi iterations can be par-
allelized on a network of N x K processing agents mirroring
the structure of the given tree graph, but with undirected
information flow as ¥ in (10) is block tri-diagonal. For ex-
ample, the computations in Algorithm 1 can be distributed
on a linear network of N parallel processing agents with
each agent having K parallel computing threads. The
information exchange required between outer iterations of
the while-loop 4-17 is very localized. In lines 5 through 9,
communication between adjacent processors is required.
This amounts to 2(N — 1) exchanges of information per
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iteration. The update in line 16 can be determined via a
forward-backward pass along the cascade to update the
max of Hﬁf —ﬁflem, which incurs a further 2(N — 1)
exchanges. Therefore, the overall per-iteration communi-
cation overhead scales linearly with N for a distributed

implementation of outer iterations.

Remark 5. For j € N\{1}, K block tri-diagonal systems
of equations are each solved only once per outer iteration
k. However, for 7 = 1 these K block tri-diagonal systems of
equations are solved up to Spax times. Therefore, the total
computational time required per outer iteration is upper
bounded by that of agent 1. With a fixed bound on the
number of inner iterations, the per iteration computational
complexity of every outer block Jacobi iteration scales
linearly with N, K and T.

4. NESTED JACOBI ITERATIONS

Let I' := U~!Z denote the 1terat10n matrix of the outer
Jacobi 1terat10ns (10). Let p* denote the exact solution
of (7). This is a ﬁxed-pomt of the iterations, for which
p* — p* as k — oo from any initial value if and only if
rad(T") < 1, (15)
where rad(-) denotes spectral radius. See (Hackbusch,
2016, Thm 2.16), for example. Since the positive definite
matrix A = YZ7'Y’ = ¥ — Z is block tri-diagonal, it
follows that (15) holds, as noted in (Zafar et al., 2019,
Theorem 6). Similarly, the inner iterates p; converge,
as s — 00, to the solution pj of (12) if and only if

rad(Tl_lf\l) < 1. Again, this holds because P, =T, —
Ay = 0 is also block tri-diagonal.

When the number of inner Jacobi iterations is limited to
Smax > 0, the update at outer iteration k£ corresponds to

PP =0 (rp + Z7) + w0t (16)
where

= diag(©1,0
and ©; = ( fmgx( AT — o

P = (U 4 diag(01,0,....,0))(r5 + E5°).

This converges to a fixed point if and only if rad(T" +
diag(©1,0,...,0)Z) < 1, which holds provided ©; is suffi-
ciently small because eigenvalues vary continuously (Horn
and Johnson, 2013, Thm D1) and rad(T") < 1. It is pos-

sible to make Oy arbitrarily small since rad(Y71A;) < 1,
whereby Zl (T 1_1]&1)1'%1_1 — ‘31_1 as Smax — 00. The
proximity of the perturbed fixed-point to the solution p*
of (10) can also be made arbitrarily close by increasing

-,0)(rs + Ep")

In particular,

Smax-

In (16), if ||w"||s < €, for all outer iterations k, then the
so-t0-l s gain from the disturbance w to the error defined
relative to the unperturbed trajectory of the iterates p*
is relevant to nested algorithm performance. This gain is
finite since the corresponding dynamics is bounded-input
bounded-output (BIBO) stable because rad(V—1Z) <
1 (Bacciotti, 2019). As such, smaller ¢, implies a smaller

perturbation from the exact solution.

In the next section, numerical experiments are performed
to illustrate the effect of early termination of inner iter-
ations on the convergence of outer iterations to a preset
tolerance.
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5. NUMERICAL RESULTS

In this section, numerical experiments are performed by
applying the Algorithm 1 to solve an optimal control
problem involving model data for an automated irriga-
tion network under so-called distant-downstream control
(Cantoni et al., 2007). The irrigation network consists of
K number of controlled pools in the primary channel and
N number of controller pools in each secondary channel
originating from the pools of primary channel. After tem-
poral discretization, the dynamics of each controlled pool
can be described by a sub-system in the form of (1). For
each sub-system, the control input u; ;(t) is the adjustment
of the water-level reference, while the state variable x; ;(t)
is the deviation of state trajectory from equilibrium. For
each sub-system i € K, j € N, which takes the form (1)
with n; ; =4, m; ; = 1, the corresponding cost is set such
that QiJ =1 and Ri,j =1.

The implementation involves a single thread on one pro-
cessor. That is, the possibility of exploiting parallelism in
Algorithm 1 and 2 is not considered. The experiments
are performed by setting K = N and T = K + N and
varying the value of N from 10 to 100, whereby the largest
problem considered has 10.04 million primal variables and
8.04 million dual variables.

Fig. 2 shows the processor time for single thread imple-
mentations of Algorithm 1 with stopping condition set to
e =107 and Algorithm 2 with stopping condition set to
€in = 107 and varying Sy,qz. It shows that the increase in
computational time has a quartic slope. Due to different
number of inner iterations, the total computational time is
different with S,,4, = 1 being fastest for each of the above
implementations.

m ‘ L -

o 3,3" "'Smax B

2100} A 1 los =

© = 3 max

E 10 Smax =

S A'Smax =

b 1t S 9

9 PO max

CI% 0.1$‘. | ! | | 08max =100
10 20 40 60 80 100

Fig. 2. Comparison of processor time for solving KKT
Equations

Fig. 3 shows the total number of iterations performed
by Algorithm 1 until convergence. The total number of
iterations grow modestly with system size due to increase
in rad(T"). Also, the total number of outer iterations are
same for different S,,4,. This is by virtue of the stopping

R+l AkH <€, V j € N. It shows that each

criteria ||p —D;
component p] of p converges to a stationary point ﬁj.
Accuracy of the solution is shown in Fig. 4.

Fig. 4 shows the error ||AZ+ Bu+ HE||» for the outcome &
and 4 of nested Jacobi iterations. For S, = 1, 3, this er-
ror is large but its modest for S, = 5, 7. For Spaz = 9,
the error is of order 10~°. However, for fixed number of
inner iterations, the error increases with increase in system
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50 =
a0t ¥ e, =1
@ 30¢ "*“" b 'o'smax =3
-'0% AmP’ ’:’;‘ Smax h 5
g 201 o A'S‘max =
- e >Smax =
o | | | | ¢S e =100
10 20 40 60 80 100
N=K
Fig. 3. Total number of iterations of Algorithm 1 for

different inner iterations

size. This is due to the modest increase in the spectral

radius of (Yflfh). For S = 100, Jacobi iterations
converge to set tolerance €;,, and the error is of order 10712,

eereennnene e e pp—— ‘;;;;52; ‘.Smax =1
102 bt ot o .&'A _
4(;. ..................... (cy tA " ﬁ ﬁ" 2 o Smax -3
?10 E v A e S 5
Sl 4 max
=10°+¢ A B
G10°) oo
L p s
10_10|?..-- ] max
S =100
10_12  uET T TP [ ST o 1-\'""'0'"'9‘"9"’?"9'1‘ 0 max
10 20\ _, 40 60 80100

Fig. 4. Infinity norm of the error at solution

Fig. 5 shows the maximum of the total number of inner
iterations performed by Algorithm 2 for each iteration of
Algorithm 1. For S,,4, = 100, it can be seen that the
Algorithm 2 converges to specified tolerance with in few
tens of iterations. However, there is a modest increase in
the total number of iterations performed as the system size
increases.

Inner lter

=100

Fig. 5. Total number of iterations of Algorithm 2

6. CONCLUSIONS

A nested algorithm based on block Jacobi iterations is de-
vised for solving a class of tree-structured finite horizon op-
timal control problems subject to the linear discrete-time
dynamics. The proposed algorithm exhibits per-iteration
computational cost which scales linearly with the number
of sub-systems N, K and the length of time horizon 7T". The
computations at each iteration can be distributed across
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N x K parallel processing agents in a network mirroring
the tree structure of the graph. A preliminary conver-
gence analysis of the proposed algorithm is provided. It
is observed numerically that there is a modest growth in
spectral radius of the iteration matrix I' which results in
increase of the number of iterations required to converge
in the size N = K, T = N + K of problems. Future work
includes a detailed theoretical analysis for convergence
of nested Jacobi iterations subject to early termination
of inner iterations. It also includes the consideration of
inequality constraints on the state and control input vari-
ables and extending the results for a more general class of
tree graphs.
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