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moral economy from the ground up.
Not all local farmers cooperatives are fully 

independent, however. The Indonesian government also 
estab lishes or recognises, supports and liaises with farmer 
organisations that meet the expectations and conform to 
the new rules spelled out by the Ministry of Agriculture in 
the Reformasi period (Rule No. 2 7 3 /Kpts/ot.1 6 0 /4 /2 0 0 7 ). 
These are known as ‘Association of Farmers 
Groups’ (Gabungan Kelompok Tani, or Gapoktan). Unlike 
the completely state-dominated farmers’ cooperatives of the 
New Order period, these cooperatives enjoy a degree of 
independence, but primarily serve as local partners and 
recipients of government training, subsidies, funding or 
material support. This system is of some value but also 
riddled with mismanagement issues. Government aid is 
often not aligned with the needs of Gapoktan. Rather than 
sustainable, programs tend to subsidise chemical inputs 
and hybrid seed, which is lucrative for input manufacturers 
but keeps farmers industry-dependent and ignorant of 

Figure 1 : Liquid 
and Solid Fertiliser 

Production at 
Rukun Makaryo.
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supportive to their socio-ecological agenda. But also, and 
primarily, they are enacting their own initiatives despite or 
beyond the state. While in many countries today public 
responses to state failures and absences are characterised by 
calls for a ‘stronger’, illiberal state, Indonesians, 
contemplating the prospect of an emerging post-state crisis 
condition, are rebuilding moral economies from the 
ground up. “Fair Food” is becoming a key trope for 
survival through solidarity.

Our observations suggest that sustainable 
agricultural methods and moral economy principles (Scott 
1 9 7 6 , 1 9 8 5 ) are inseparable parts of a whole and both vital 
for local food systems to deliver food security to consumers 
and livelihood security to farmers. To focus solely on the 
value of healthy ecologies and elite organic diets is not 
enough. A socially focused approach provides greater 
benefits to farmers and communities.

Ecologically and socially responsib le food systems 
help address the emerging global food supply gap by 
strengthening small farmers. Traditional, local-knowledge-
based and tech-savvy, modern variants of organic farming 

Figure 5 : 
Bulldozing Rice 

Fields for Amanah 
Agro-Tourism 

Resort.
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