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A Road, a Border, and Development in
New Guinea

Peter D. Dwyer ® and Monica Minnegal

A road being built in north-western Western Province, Papua New Guinea (PNG),
addresses local desires for mobility, for development, and for establishing materially
beneficial relationships with people living west of the border in the Indonesian
province of South Papua. This road is explicitly intended to reach beyond the nation
and, like all routes to border-crossings, exposes differences even as it connects. On
the Indonesian side a new sealed road reaches the border at Yetetkun, which is being
established as a third official Indonesia-PNG cross-border post. More resources are
committed to the Indonesian project than to the PNG project, a difference that is
materially apparent at the border. The potential exists that the construction of roads
and cross-border posts of these kinds, in combination with triggers arising elsewhere
in PNG, may fuel persistent dissatisfactions within Western Province and tempt
realignment to the west.
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Introduction

In October 2018, the Hon. James Donald, Member of Parliament (MP) for the Papua
New Guinea (PNG) electorate of North Fly announced that the Alicepit to Indonesia
road had been launched. This road, he said, would make possible his ‘dream to build
a city in the jungle’ (Donald and Hon 2018a). It is one of several long-term road pro-
jects that are overseen by Donald and supported by District Services Improvement
Program (DSIP) funds allocated to him. In a later report, he noted that with
2.6 km of the Alicepit to Indonesia road remaining to be cleared, his team’s efforts
were ‘receiving attention from PNG National Government and Indonesian Govern-
ment towards this road project and more border infrastructures’ (Donald and Hon
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2018b). Donald has recently won his second term as an MP and been appointed as
Vice Minister for Mining and Border Development (Rava 2022).

The roads Donald is developing include several that will improve access to markets
at the towns of Kiunga and Ningerum for people at outlying communities, a road
from the Kiunga area through the refugee base at Iowarra to reach the remote
Nomad district east of the Strickland River, and the Alicepit-Indonesia road that
links two nations and will make it possible for Western Province people ‘to access
basic goods and services, business and travel to the more advanced border towns
and cities in Indonesia’ (Anon 2018; Mathias 2018). Though these will improve
movement in the north of Western Province, they will leave the middle and southern
reaches still isolated by road from each other and from the north.

In this paper, we seek an understanding of Donald’s Alicepit-Indonesia road project
within the frame of several concerns that are widespread in Papua New Guinea. These
are the right to travel, the desirability of development and, with particular reference to
western provinces, relations with people across the border in Indonesia. All three foci
concern mobility, but the latter two introduce themes of directionality and reflexivity
into movement. In PNG, as elsewhere, roads are seen as a vital component of strategies
to integrate the nation, as epitomised in the ‘PNG Connect’ programme of road con-
struction. The road we are concerned with here is explicitly intended to reach beyond
the nation. This draws attention to the relationship between roads as facilitating move-
ment and borders as constraining or directing movement. And, like all routes to
border-crossings, the road exposes differences even as it connects (Dalakoglou
2017). We thus examine differences in the way the border-crossing that the road
was designed to facilitate was perceived on the two sides of the border. Like the
roads discussed by Matthdus Rest and Alessandro Rippa (2019), Donald’s road ‘actively
participates in shaping the ways in which people ... conceptualize their position ...
understand their past, and imagine their future’ (Rest and Rippa 2019, 374).

Crucially, however, roads may exist in the imaginations of people far beyond their
actual reach. In this paper we draw on imaginings presented, interrogated, and con-
tested in the spaces of media—mass, social and virtual. There is no recent ethno-
graphic research among those living along the new road, or along the border that
it seeks to access. While we do touch on ethnographic work conducted some distance
in space and time from the crossings that concern us here, we cannot speak of the
ways that Donald’s road has affected the daily lives of those whose land it traverses.
Rather, it is the ways those concerned with the road express their aspirations and
fears to a wider audience that we address. While we begin with a review of widespread
concerns expressed in media across PNG, we turn to a consideration of methodologi-
cal issues before focusing in on Donald’s road.

Freedom of Movement, Development and Cross-Border Relationships

The freedom to move within and between provinces and, to a lesser extent, between
countries, is ranked highly as a constitutionally enshrined right by contemporary
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Papua New Guineans—at least when the ability to move is threatened. In many
places, and through various media, people ask often for access to roadways or
airways that will facilitate mobility. They have done so for decades (Hayano 1990,
2; Beer and Church 2019). People in PNG have always travelled—adventuring,
trading, and raiding—beyond the spaces of everyday subsistence. But the distances
to be traversed in search of a good life now are far greater. New mechanisms, as
well as modes, of mobility must be sought—mechanisms that compress space—if
people are to participate fully in the life of the nation rather than merely in their
local social worlds (Maclean 1994, 2013).

Crucially, these networks of movement are not seen merely as paths out into a
wider world. Indeed, as Neil Maclean (1994) argued decades ago, they provide
means along which to draw the resources and knowledge of wider society into
home communities (see also Minnegal and Dwyer 1999, 77). It is incorporation
into the network of movement enabled by roads and airways that renders one a
citizen of the new world order.

Often there is an expectation, by local people, that though they may have to pay for
the privilege of using these facilities it will be government that pays for building and
maintaining them. Access to ‘roads’ is a right of citizens, their provision a responsi-
bility of government. In Western Province, with its vast distances and minimal roads,
this expectation was pervasive in campaigning for the 2022 election and in critiques
on social media of performance by past and present politicians.

But provision does not confer control. At the height of the COVID-19 pandemic
an ambiguously worded announcement from the government-appointed controller
was read as implying that people would not be able to access commercial flights
within PNG unless they held proof that they had been vaccinated (RNZ 2021). An
outcry was immediate and passionate. Given government statements that vaccination
was voluntary the new edict seemed to curtail people’s constitutional right to the
freedom to travel (Greenfield Pacific 2021). The leader of the Opposition in parlia-
ment, Belden Namah, declared the move to be in ‘direct breach of Section 52 of
the Constitution’, to which Prime Minister James Marape responded confirming
that ‘freedom of movement is a fundamental right, which is protected under the
national constitution’. The issue attracted intense concern through early July
among Western Province participants on Fly River Forum, where these statements
from both leaders were reposted.2 The controller revised his earlier announcement,
now stating that ‘it was not our intention to marginalize those who have not been
vaccinated, nor force them to be vaccinated but to ensure that those who have
been vaccinated are free to travel when and where-ever they wish to domestically’
(National Control Centre for Covid-19 2021). This reinforced awareness of a consti-
tutionally enshrined freedom of movement within PNG and beyond its borders.

A second widespread discourse, common in Western Province and the highlands,
concerns an expectation that a city will emerge in an area that is generally considered
to be remote or underdeveloped. This concern is of long standing. Among Kubo
people of the north-eastern corner of Western Province it is expressed in
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understandings that failures dating to the late 1940s by an earlier generation of local
men caused ‘white people’ to abandon established camp sites and build ‘Mosebi’—
Port Moresby, the capital of Papua New Guinea—at Nomad rather than at the
place where they had camped (Minnegal and Dwyer 2017, 67-68). In the same dis-
trict, work has been recently underway clearing a site as the foundation of an
intended, though romantically idealised, future city (Malingi 2021). The thought is
explicitly expressed in Donald’s suggestion that a road from Alicepit to Indonesia
might fulfil the dream of a ‘city in the jungle’ (Donald and Hon 2018a), in the asser-
tion of Larry Andagali—a prominent Huli business man and advocate—that ‘we will
not stop until Hela becomes a city’ (Main 2020, 16), and local enthusiasm for the pro-
spect that the Chinese might build a city and fishing port at Daru (Whiting 2021).

Expectations underlying this trope concern centralisation, growth, and develop-
ment. But they reflect, too, resistance to being absorbed into the undifferentiated
transactional field that democracy and capitalism appear to establish. These ‘cities’
are imagined as embodiments of new collective identities—ethnic, provincial,
national—that, in structuring relations to the state, have emerged as new loci for
differentiation. In effect, the call to establish a city of one’s own is an appeal for
what Maclean (1994) termed ‘autonomy’, in contrast to the freedom offered individ-
uals by an unbounded network centred somewhere beyond the horizon.

That resistance may be reinforced, especially in Western Province, by drawing
upon recent life-ways as dispersed ‘gatherers and hunters’ to assert inherent disad-
vantage or by charging the incumbent national government with accepting huge
financial benefits from, for example, the Ok Tedi mine to support development in
Port Moresby while ignoring the citizenry of the largest province with the lowest
population density in PNG. In both cases, the call is for an inversion of status,
with centres of wealth and power to be established in what have until now been per-
ipheries too often parasitised by past development agendas. In both cases too,
however, perceptions of peripheral status are linked to the challenge of accessing,
much less constructing, a ‘growth centre’ in the absence of roads.

These two tropes converge in the interest people show with regard to plans, or
desired plans, to upgrade existing airports to an international standard (Anon
2021a, 2022a; Auro 2021; Greenfield Pacific 2022; Marape-Rosso Government
2022; Maso 2020); to develop new airstrips; and to work completed, underway, or
intended by the Rural Airstrip Agency (RAA), PNG.? In much of Western Province,
air provides the only means of relatively rapid access to manufactured goods—salt
and soap are priorities—or of emergency medical evacuation. Given these and
other motivations, it is not surprising that, through the years since 1963, 11 airstrips
serving six language groups have been opened in the northeast corner of Western
Province.? None, however, has attracted outside interest in scheduled flights, and
all remain at risk of imminent closure by the RAA due to inadequate maintenance.
In PNG, as elsewhere, both roads and airstrips are valorised not only for their com-
pression of time and space but also as pathways to a desired future (Harvey 2012).
Roads and airstrips differ, however, in the autonomy of movement that they facilitate.
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While the former may seem more difficult to construct, in terms of length and the
diverse territories to be traversed, once carved out of the forest there is no need
for external certification of a road or negotiation with external service providers
for access to scarce and costly seats on a flight. The dreams of physical and social
mobility for people in remote regions of Western Province are thus increasingly
framed in terms of roads. Images of roads—despairing of current quality, extolling
roads seen elsewhere, or celebrating progress in the construction of new roads—
are daily fare on social media sites.

Thirdly, grassroots opinions expressed by people of Western Province about those
from the neighbouring Indonesian provinces’ are contextual and ambiguous, varying
from ‘they are our brothers’, through ‘they cross the border to plunder our resources’
(eaglewood, vanilla, sea foods, the swim bladders of fish, game animals), to ‘they are
potential trading partners and could be the source of a new future’ (Datmans 2022;
Dumo 2021; Marubu 2022; Sarufa 2022). People from several PNG mountain com-
munities complain that they have been ignored by their own government though the
nearby border markers (Meridian Monument [MM] 7, 7.1 and 7.2) have been visited
by representatives of the Indonesian government (Alokim 2021; Kayonem 2021).
Similarly, stark contrasts are depicted between services available east and west of
the border at Sota, about 85 km east of Merauke, in Indonesian New Guinea, and
well to the south in Western Province, PNG (Faiparik 2019; see also Anon 2022b).°

Announcements from the PNG government have little to say about the rights of
people or the kinship that binds Melanesians across the border but, rather, treat
the border as a security issue that is properly handled by defence forces, police,
and international cooperation (Faiparik 2020; Firth 2014; Lepani 2022; Zarriga
2017). By contrast, Donald’s public messages feature the possibilities of trade and
development but do not touch directly upon either ethnic or security concerns.

These three themes are strongly represented in social media from the Western Pro-
vince, PNG (Dwyer and Minnegal 2020). All are implicated in Donald’s project to
connect northern Western Province by road with Indonesia.

Methods and Sources

The interpretations presented in this paper are based on analysis of primary sources
including media releases posted on Facebook sites of Western Province politicians,
comments posted to the Facebook group Fly River Forum (FRF) or reposted to
that site, and articles published in online editions of PNG newspapers The National
and Post Courier. Some of the FRF posts were traced back to original sites, including
those from government and other sources in Indonesia. An initial review of FRF
posts in 2020 for a different project (Dwyer and Minnegal 2020) drew our attention
to the deep concerns of people in Western Province with mobility, roads, and
borders; with the exception of concerns about corruption, these issues garnered
more posts and higher engagement than other topics. Since that time, posts to FRF
have been checked daily and a record kept of those concerned with these themes;
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a search of its archives using ‘road’, ‘border’, ‘Indonesia’ demonstrated that we had
not missed any relevant posts or comments. Similarly, online editions of the two
newspapers were reviewed daily and records kept of relevant articles.

Social media platforms have become a regular source of data for ethnographic
analysis in recent years, a transition accelerated by constraints on in-person fieldwork
associated with COVID-19. The implications of relying on data from these platforms
to inform interpretations, however, must be recognised. By 2018, around a million
people in PNG had access to the Internet, and nearly 750,000 of these were listed
as users of Facebook (Highet et al. 2019); those numbers will have increased substan-
tially in the four years since then. Many politicians, government agencies, and media
outlets use Facebook as a primary communication tool. And forums set up around
geographic or thematic foci have become a major locus for expression and discussion
of community concerns.” Access to these forums, however, is far from equal; though
Digicel does provide free access to Facebook for its PNG subscribers, using that plat-
form requires both literacy and access to a smart phone. It also requires availability of
a 3G mobile network. The views of people in rural areas, of women, and of those—
predominantly, but not exclusively, older—who have not had formal schooling, are
thus underrepresented in the posts we analysed.

The brevity of most online posts also contrasts with the nuanced conversations
possible during long-term ethnographic fieldwork, but the views expressed online
about roads, the border, and Indonesia resonate strongly with those recorded
during our in-person visits to Western Province through the past decade. Since
2011, we have spent a total of some seven months with people at the village of
Suabi, five days’ walk east of the North Fly District capital Kiunga and even
further from the border with Indonesia (Minnegal and Dwyer 2017). Access to
mobile phone connection here is intermittent at best, and Internet access is non-
existent. Few residents have completed more than primary schooling. While many
residents have travelled to Kiunga, and others to the Highlands or Moresby, life in
such towns for most remains precarious; they find casual work in Chinese-run super-
markets, or grow crops for sale in the market. A few, who identify with that pervasive
PNG phrase ‘the elite’, work intermittently as brokers for government offices or poli-
ticians, or have established landowner companies that, with limited success, tender
for grants to build infrastructure in their home community. Most of those who
venture to Kiunga and beyond, irrespective of education or gender, now have Face-
book accounts and monitor Fly River Forum when in town. Though few have directly
posted to the forum, others regularly engage with, share, or comment on posts.

The views we report from FRF, therefore, cannot be dismissed as representative
only of a privileged elite; the ‘grassroots’—villagers and the insecure lower-income
earners in town (Cox 2014)—comprise much of this forum’s membership. Perhaps
more importantly, the concern with and desire for roads revealed on FRF also per-
vaded discussions with people in the village. By 2020, some people from Suabi had
travelled to Merauke in Indonesia in pursuit of markets for their forest products
(especially eaglewood) and resources (such as air rifles) that they had not been



The Asia Pacific Journal of Anthropology 7

able to access on their own side of the border. They told us of the five-day walk to
Kiunga, the canoe ride down to where the border followed the river, and the ease
of taking a car or bus the rest of the way to the capital of what is now South
Papua Province in Indonesia. And they talked with astonishment of their experiences
in a city of 102,000 people. These were people who had never imagined they might
travel to Port Moresby. And the stories they told resonated with those found in
the public forums that we draw on in this paper.®

One issue that necessarily arises when drawing on social media platforms for data
concerns anonymity of sources. We have decided to identify quoted posts by user-
name, because FRF is set up as an open forum for sharing information and debating
issues, and because politicians and media outlets use their sites for public engage-
ment. Out of the same respect for authors, we have chosen not to correct spelling
and grammar in quotes from these sites.

Details of progress on the road were tracked using satellite imagery from Planet
Explorer (https://www.planet.com/explorer/), which provides monthly basemaps;
and images from Global Forest Watch (https://www.globalforestwatch.org/), an
online platform that provides data and tools documenting forest clearance each
year (Figure 1). On the Global Forest Watch site, we tracked loss of trees (>30 per
cent loss of canopy density) in the four years before and four years after Donald
initiated the Alicepit to Indonesia road. The position of the border between Indonesia
and PNG is incorrectly represented on satellite images from Planet Explorer; it has
been corrected in Figure 1(b), and added to Figure 1(c and d).

Context: Border Posts and Roads

The road west from Alicepit, on the Ok Tedi (Alice River) south of Ningerum,
reaches the border with South Papua, Indonesia, at meridian monument [MM]
8.2. MMs were established as border markers from 1966 onward by cooperative
arrangements between Indonesian and, at different times, Australian and PNG gov-
ernments (Figure 1; Doran 2006; Jacob 2012; May 1987; Murphy 2017; Sai, Abidin,
and Sutisna 2005). The initial project in the late 1960s saw installation of 14 MMs.
Later work altered the positions of several of these, installed as many as 38 interme-
diaries, and suggested that some had been incorrectly positioned (Purwanto and
Mangku 2017).

Places of crossover that have current official recognition are Skouw, Waris, and
Sota on the Indonesian side of the border, and Wutung and the mouth of Torassi
River on the PNG side. Skouw, Waris, and Wutung are to the north with Skouw
near the coast and 5km west of the border, Waris about 60 km inland and
Wutung at the border itself (Figure 1(a)). Sota and the mouth of Torassi River are
at the border in the south. There are other places where, both north and south in
lower altitude country (<200 m ASL [above sea level]), access is facilitated by
nearby roadways and the PNG government has plans to build ten border posts
that will service needs for defense, quarantine, and immigration (Sodu 2020). With
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Figure 1. (a) Map showing the PNG-Indonesia border; major waterways as solid line,
province borders as dash-dot-dot, roads as dotted black lines. The inset map at
bottom-left provides detail to the east of MM 8.2. Source: Authors. (b) Satellite image
of road construction in progress at May 2022 from Ambaga in PNG to Yetetkun in Indo-
nesian New Guinea. Source: Planet Explorer. (¢ and d) Loss of forest cover between
Ambaga in PNG and Nienatie in Indonesia in the years 2018-21, as road is constructed
in this area, and in 2014-17 before the road was initiated. Source: Global Forest Watch.

the exception of a future defense outpost at Ambaga, none of the five places named in
Sodu’s report, all in Western Province, is within 10 km of the border and the closest is
inconveniently placed in being east of the Fly River. Everywhere, however, the
820 km border is porous (Kenneth 2020; Kora 2021; Robinson-Drawbridge 2020)
and both legal and illegal cross-overs to trade, visit kin or relocate are common
(Annisa 2020; Conroy 2020; Ivarature 2020; NBC News PNG 2020).

On the Indonesian side, there are well developed roads within 25 km of the border
reaching north from Sota to the Boven Digoel foothill community of Worokpo (5°
25’ S, about 300 m ASL and 420 km north from the Torassi River boundary mark)
and south to beyond the Keroom community of Senggi (3° 40" S, about 350 m
ASL and 130 km south of Skouw). Thus, as much as 75 percent of the border is
readily accessible from the Indonesian side. These roads provide access to timber
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resources and to places where plantations of oil palm could be established, facilitating
the entry of more people to these areas. Proximity to the border, however, also seems
to be a motivating factor. Throughout Indonesia, some border places are given offi-
cial status as cross-border posts (pos lintas batas negrata, PLBN) that, by presidential
edict, are to have new postal buildings of better quality than those of the neighbour-
ing countries (Alfurkon 2015). Despite their potential economic and diplomatic sig-
nificance, however, we have no evidence that either west-side border roads or cross-
border posts are supported with funds from the Chinese ‘belt and road’ initiative
(Pramona et al. 2022).

On the PNG side there is a good road north from Kiunga to the Ok Tedi mine-site
at Tabubil but otherwise only a logging road, east of the Fly River, running north
from Aiambiak to a loading ramp on the Fly River near Kiunga; and dirt roads in
poor condition, with unusable bridges, in the southern Moorhead region. The first
of these, with potential for having side branches west to Indonesia, spans only a
tenth of the length of the border. Access to the border is not a priority with any of
these roads.

From Alicepit to Indonesia

The road west from Alicepit to the border with Indonesia was initiated in 2018 and
passes to the south of Ambaga, which is one of several communities in the foothills
west of the Ok Tedi (Alice River). Donald provided initial funds from the PNG Dis-
trict Services Improvement Program (DSIP), which allocates money to each member
of parliament to use at their discretion for constituency development (Fraenkel 2011;
Laveil and Wood 2022). Several constraints limited the available funds and contrib-
uted to delays in the road project. Funding arrangements meant that short-term top-
ups or emergencies could not be handled immediately but necessitated a wait for the
next year’s allocation of DSIP money. Pressure to fund other projects, concerns about
COVID-19, reorganisation of Western Province electorates, the 2022 national elec-
tion, and a charge of criminal defamation all consumed Donald’s available time
and financial resources (Kabuni 2022; Wahun 2020).

Satellite images, and images uploaded to social media, reveal that most forest clear-
ance for initial road work from Ambaga to the border was achieved in 2020. Through
the years to 2021, there was neither time nor money to contribute to related devel-
opment projects in this area (Figure 1(c and d)). Additional financial input is essen-
tial if the road is to be maintained, and population growth is needed to enhance the
likelihood that it facilitates trade to the west. Without these inputs, and Donald’s con-
tinued election to parliament, his dream of ‘a city in the jungle’ (Donald and Hon
2018a) will be reimagined from ‘rhetorical’ to ‘hollow’.

Donald’s project undoubtedly seeks to address the PNG-wide concerns of a freedom
to travel, the need for accessible means to provide this freedom, and development. He
is, however, more circumspect regarding relations with people who live west of the
border. The indigenous people of the area around the new border-crossing, referred
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to as Muyu to the west of the border and Yonggom to the east, speak the same language;
the latter are thought to have moved east from the vicinity of Nientatie, beyond Yetet-
kun, many decades ago and several thousand Muyu also moved to PNG in the 1980s
(Schoorl 1993 [1957]; Kirsch 1993). But Donald’s posts to social media or reports
through newspapers and television do not mention ethnic disputes in the western
half of New Guinea (Elmslie, Webb-Gannon, and Kareni 2021; Jorari 2021; Martinkus
2020), the intake of refugees across the border to PNG (Chandler 2019), or security
concerns (Purwanto and Mangku 2017). Rather, they feature the material wherewithal
of places west of the border though close to PNG, imply a difference in this respect with
PNG, and touch upon the possibilities of Western Province producers accessing Indo-
nesian markets. People featured in uploaded images tend to be Indonesians with stand-
ing as administrators or professionals. The implied message—aimed as much at his
Indonesian interlocutors as at those in his electorate—is, perhaps, to the effect that
‘we are not an encumbrance, we can work with you'.

The Indonesia to PNG Cross-Border Posts

On the Indonesian side of the border there was substantial work between Nientatie
and Yetetkun in 2019 as a well-developed access road was built eastwards toward the
future border post. In 2020, a road and official cross-border post were established at
Yetetkun and in the same year there was considerable development of Yetetkun itself
(Figure 1(b-d)). As in PNG, there was little additional loss of forest cover in 2021.

During this time, the Indonesian government released promotional videos, uploaded
to YouTube, that presented Yetetkun as a PLBN under construction with an initial
expectation of completion in 2020.” The videos feature a large statue of Sukarno—the
founder of the republic and first Indonesian president—in military uniform, a welcom-
ing immigration desk, a nearby Muslim prayer room, new buildings for both residents
and officers, and road work in progress at the emerging town. There is no mention of
security concerns and neither Papua New Guineans nor indigenous people from west of
the border are depicted. The accompanying text reports that ‘YETETKUN PLBN is an
Indonesian and PNG Cross-border Post located in Boven Digoel Regency, Ninati Dis-
trict, Yetetkun Village” and that ‘the border area is the front porch of Indonesia which
represents the face of the nation’ (translated from Indonesian).

There is similar promotional material for the cross-border post at Sota, now a
settlement of about 1300 people, that was inaugurated by President Joko Widodo
(commonly known as Jokowi’) in October 2020 as the second PLBN for Indonesian
New Guinea and the eighth for the country as a whole (Anon 2022¢, 2022d). A video
promoting the new PLBN features a welcoming immigration desk, customs facilities,
Muslim and Christian places for prayer and quiet retreat, a Melanesian man acting as
immigration official, a monument of Garuda Pancasila—a mythical eagle—that is the
national emblem of Indonesia and, as at Yetetkun, a statue of Sukarno.'°

In his inaugurating address, Jokowi spoke of cross-border posts as ‘front verandas’
that represented Indonesia’s progress in the world. Overall, Sota is presented as a
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tourist town that is an hour’s drive on a ‘comfortable’—that is, sealed—road from
Merauke, as ‘Point Zero’ in the east of Indonesia, as encouraging a parallel visit to
Sabang City, Aceh, where a grand monument marks ‘Point Zero’ in the west, and
thus, as Jokowi said, making people proud to be citizens of such a large country.
As one visitor commented, at the monuments a person can feel the spirit of nation-
alism. In contrast to the Yetetkun videos, there is mention of security concerns, par-
ticularly with reference to COVID-19, and the need to be checked by defence
personnel before entry to the border park, where towering termite mounds are an
attraction and a few PNG people may be encountered.

The symbolism was important in both the presence of, and words said by, senior
political figures. Jokowi commented that ‘with a new face, with a new look, and also,
no less important, with better service methods’, the Sota PLBN would reflect ‘our
commitment to developing border areas’. Public Works and Public Housing Minister
Basuki Hadimuljono added that ‘the development of the PLBN is not only an entry
gate, but also the embryo of a regional economic growth centre that can improve the
welfare of border communities’. ‘Porches’, ‘verandas’, and ‘vestibules’ feature in
videos that explore liminal spaces in Indonesia.'" It is this sense of being transitional,
and of protecting the door through which desired change will flow, that may best fit
these presentations of PBLNs. But implicit in these videos, too, is a sense of superior-
ity, that Indonesia holds the key to change, and that association with Indonesia is
itself desirable as a way of opening development for those on the other side of the
border. It is a judgement that seems shared by many of those posting on FRF.

Cross-Border Aspirations

Donald’s road to Indonesia is the second to be built from within PNG that has the
specific aim of providing an entry point to Indonesia. The first was the road to
Wutung at the north coast of the two countries that then continues to Skouw in Indo-
nesian New Guinea. Skouw was classed as one of the first seven Indonesian PLBN in
2015. Donald’s road also is unusual in being funded through his DSIP grant. It is not
funded by the National programme PNG Connect that builds and upgrades major
roads within the country, often between provinces (Anon 2021b; Elapa 2022; Leng
2022). For example, PNG Connect underwrites a major effort that is currently build-
ing a road from Tabubil in Western Province, via Olsobip and the Hindenburg Wall,
to Telefomin in West Sepik (Koke 2022). A longer-term ambition is that this nation-
ally funded road will continue to Kopiago in Hela Province before turning north and
crossing the mountains to reach the coastal town of Vanimo that, like Telefomin, is in
West Sepik.

The stimulus for the road to Indonesia arose from frustration with the perceived
development failures of the PNG national government and the related perception
that Western Province was particularly disadvantaged compared to other provinces.
The possibility of the road was grounded in frequent negotiation and an imagined
congruence of hopes, plans, and intentions with those of people living on the
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western side of the border. That supposed congruence, however, disguised a signifi-
cant difference in how the project was perceived on the two sides of the border. From
a PNG perspective the project was local and pragmatic, with the possibility that it
would enhance opportunities for travel and trade, whereas from an Indonesian per-
spective it is better understood as symbolic in demonstrating both the financial power
and the capability of a large, unified Indonesian nation.

In a comment to the Facebook group Fly River Forum, Kwangtem Kabin wrote of
‘the poor state of Papua New Guinea villages versus those to the west in Indonesia’
(Imbum 2021). He continued by saying that:

customary land of PNGeans extends to Indonesia while the wrongly placed imagin-
ary border line drawn from birdview does not mean anything to customary land
limits. As such the border villagers have the right to invite Indonesians to open
road services for access of goods and services. The border villagers see light
coming from Indonesia while PNG government has failed them miserability
over the last 4 decades. Hope PNG has eyes to see now before it is too late.

With these few words Kabin captured an essence of Nurit Bird-David’s (2019, 43)
complaint that locational maps informed by cartographical assumptions may
obscure the lived worlds of local people ‘when they are used cross-culturally and
cross-scalarly in studies of minuscule indigenous societies’. He conveys, too, the
sense of uneven development that, in drawing attention to ‘the light’ offered on
the other side of the border, inspired Donald’s road.

Donald himself has noted that the North Fly region—his electorate—was entirely
dependent on support from Ok Tedi Mining Ltd and asked rhetorically how this
region would survive when the mine was abandoned in, perhaps, just one more
decade (Bekiman 2022; Kamus 2022; Mauludu 2022; Ok Tedi Mining 2022).

Imagine if there is no Ok Tedi Mine tomorrow. How do we stand on our own two
feet. How we got to the top of the house roof, we don’t know. When one day they
remove the ladder, we will fall really badly and either we survive or we completely
be killed. (Donald and Hon 2021)

In a later post he indicated where the means of that survival might be sought:

When you are placed in an awkward location and asked to survive what do you do?
You either sit and complain doing nothing [and] eventually die or you find your way
out to survive. North Fly sees it’s exit door the nearest Indonesia as the only means of
survival and for the benefit of bigger development plans. (Donald and Hon 2022)

This mood continues to grow. In November 2022, after the latest election, a post to
Fly River Forum bluntly stated: ‘Say No to Road connecting Western to Gulf and
Southern Highlands ... Let’s focus on connecting own districts and open two Indo-
nesian borders (Kiunga & Daru) with proper road access’ (Nedu 2022). Another
FRF poster, in mid-December 2022, reflects the asymmetry implicit in Indonesian
border rhetoric, identifying his land near Alicepit as the ‘door step’ of the Alice-
pit-Indonesia road and offering to make that land available for ‘development pur-
poses’, such as construction of a school, hospital, or agriculture (Bex 2022).
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The significance of the border in local imaginings, and the role that roads play in
shaping and realising these imaginaries, have begun to be acknowledged in national
government rhetoric. During a visit to Western Province on 27-28 December 2022,
Prime Minister James Marape announced ‘a contract for a road to Weam with plans
to develop the area into a small township’, with agricultural development to take
advantage of ‘a readily-available market across the border in Indonesia’ (PNG Sun
2022), and plans to construct a new road from Simpal/Lake Murray to Indonesia
(Neiman 2022). Crucially, these and other recent announcements by the government
seem to be explicitly addressing the asymmetry that has characterised cross-border
relations to date. Thus, for example, the announcement in November 2022, by the
PNG Minister for International Trade and Investment, of plans to repair and
upgrade both the road to and the border post at Wutung was linked to recognition
that ‘[w]e cannot continue the one-way trade of our people going to Batas in Indo-
nesia to buy Indonesian goods’, that ‘[w]e cannot have a situation where only Indo-
nesia will have goods to sell to us, we must also produce and sell to them’ (Maru
2022a, 2022b). But scepticism about the likely effectiveness of plans by the PNG gov-
ernment to develop border areas remains strong, as comments on these posts
evidence.

Conclusion

The Alicepit-Indonesia road is enmeshed in the social lives, frustrations, and aspira-
tions of the people of North Fly. There may as yet be few, if any, vehicles using that
road but it serves as a potent expression of the ways that people of Western Province
are conceptualising their position in the nation and the region. In promising access to
the ‘light’ that Indonesia actively designs its border posts to project, the road draws
attention to the uneven development that to date has characterised the experiences of
local people.

In various ways, then, this road speaks to the themes with which we opened the
paper, while adding a local inflection to those PNG-wide concerns. It holds the
promise not only of freedom to move but also the means to do so in new ways, tra-
velling through the lands of others both rapidly and without need to stop and engage
with those others. Crossing the border entails negotiating as an individual with repre-
sentatives of the state, not with local landowners; it is citizenship that matters. But
roads do more than connect. The dream of roads as the route to development is
grounded in recognition that the flows they facilitate are asymmetrical, linking pre-
viously isolated and ‘deprived’ areas to those where services and commodities are
concentrated (Gibson and Rozelle 2003; Wiegand et al. 2017). Increasingly,
however, there is acknowledgement that the asymmetries may be intensified by con-
nection, not eased (Hobbis 2019; Sari and Rahman 2021). People may use roads to
access centralised services, but this may result in reduced provision of education
and health services in the periphery. And while roads may increase access to com-
modities in peripheral areas, this often is in exchange not for goods that local
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people have produced but, rather, for extraction of raw materials from those periph-
eries, extraction that tends to be controlled and often driven by outsiders who have
followed the roads out from larger centres. As Sari and Rahman (2021) have observed
in Indonesian Papua, development programmes that focus on the construction of
roads may be more concerned with the flow of commodities than with servicing com-
munities. In effect, by enhancing individual freedom to travel and consume, roads
may actually weaken the autonomy of communities of which Maclean (1994)
wrote, an autonomy that grounds development in ples.

Interestingly, in Indonesian Papua indigenous men reportedly see road develop-
ment as a gift from the central government, showing that the government cares
for the lives of Papuans (Sari and Rahman 2021, 151). In contrast, we have argued
that people in PNG—where there is no migrant population against which to
measure ‘care’—see access to roads as a right, with the state having a duty to
provide them. In both cases, however, roads indicate the presence of the state. The
potential for roads both to threaten local autonomy and, at the same time, to symbo-
lise state care and responsibility means that roads themselves may become a focus of
negotiation with the state. Roads may be desired, but they may also be cut, or their
construction rejected. The call by Biskar Nedu (2022) to not connect Western Pro-
vince to its neighbouring provinces concerned a fear of the violence, crime, and
exploitation that would flow along those roads, if built.'> Elsewhere in PNG, a
road perceived to have failed to deliver development to local communities, instead
serving to drain services and wealth, may be blocked and tolls charged as a means
to deflect at least some of the flow along that road to benefit locals.

As Sep (2021) had remarked, by 2018 people at some Western Province border vil-
lages felt that the PNG government had no plans for their lives as citizens of that
country and that after the forthcoming election they would ‘open the door for Indone-
sians to come in’. It is frustrations of these sorts that fuel the mood of the people of
Western Province. It might take little to nudge them (Moseley 2020) into acting on
that mood. A final outcome of independence for the Autonomous Region of Bougain-
ville, which is currently both a likelihood and a serious concern for PNG, may well see
other provinces either seeking comparable status or contemplating allegiance else-
where (Harding and Pohle-Anderson 2022; Lyons 2022). For many Western Province
people, and in these sorts of circumstances, the seemingly tangible, readily accessible
temptations across the border to their immediate west may be hard to resist.

Notes

[1] We focus here on roads and airways, since these are primary concerns in North Fly district,
the focus of our attention. Waterways are crucial means of transport elsewhere in PNG and,
indeed, Kiunga was initially developed as a port for import of supplies and export of
extracted resources. Calls for better shipping services are also frequent on Fly River
Forum. But the river is unpredictable, and the difficulties and uncertainties of river transport
feed into the call for other means of transport.
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[2] See for example, Bex (2022), Greenfield Pacific (2021), and Londakai (2021).

[3] Information about the Rural Airstrip Agency, PNG, is available at https://www.facebook.
com/RAAPNG.

[4] Another eight strips have been partially built by local people in that area—one of these being
provided with government funds and cleared of trees three times.

[5] 1In 2022, what had been a single bordering province of Papua was divided into four: South
Papua, Highlands Papua, and Papua along the border with PNG, and Central Papua encom-
passing the Freeport mine (Harson 2022; McBeth 2022).

[6] For images of roads both sides of the border crossing at Sota, see consecutive posts by Dumo
(2022a, 2022b).

[7] Fly River Forum, for example, set up explicitly to ‘draw together the various citizens, friends
and stake holders of Western Province’, has a membership of 32,882 in April 2023, an
impressive number given that the province itself has a population of less than 250,000; see
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum.

[8] The research at Suabi, and among residents of Suabi living for a time in Kiunga, was
approved by the Human Research Ethics Committee of the University of Melbourne, as
Ethics ID 1237732.1 and Project ID 24867. Social Media research was conducted, in part,
under Project ID 23729.

[9] See, for example, the video produced by Kabar Digoel Chanel/ Media Online Boven Digoel
(n.d.).

[10] See video produced by Ditjen Cipta Karya (n.d.).

[11] See videos by Alyx De La Cruz (n.d.) and ‘Plumber 1981’ (n.d.). See also Davies (2006) and
Birchok (2013, 73-77).

[12] See Hobbis (2019) for similar concerns regarding a road in Solomon Islands.

Acknowledgments

Peter Dwyer was an honorary Senior Research Fellow at the School of Geography, Earth and
Atmospheric Sciences, University of Melbourne, until his death in April 2023. Thanks to the
many people at the Kubo community of Suabi, and others elsewhere in Western Province, who,
in person and, increasingly through these COVID years, by mobile telephone, Facebook, Facebook
Messenger and WhatsApp, have been generous teachers. Thanks also to Rachael Diprose and
Douglas Lewis for comments and the University of Melbourne for support.

Disclosure Statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author(s).

Funding

Recent research by Minnegal and Dwyer in PNG has been supported by grants from the Australian
Research Council (DP120102162, DP220101633).

ORCID

Peter D. Dwyer © http://orcid.org/0000-0003-1799-5318
Monica Minnegal ©© http://orcid.org/0000-0001-5008-3770


https://www.facebook.com/RAAPNG
https://www.facebook.com/RAAPNG
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-1799-5318
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-5008-3770

16 P.D. Dwyer and M. Minnegal
References

Alfurkon, S. 2015. “Presiden Perintahkan Bangun Pos Lintas Batas Yang Lebih Baik Dari Negara
Tetangga. Sekretariat Kabinet Republik Indonesia.” Accessed October 11, 2022. https://
setkab.go.id/presiden-perintahkan-bangun-pos-lintas-batas-negara-yang-lebih-baik-dari-
negara-tetangga.

Alokim, D. 2021. “MM 7.1 No visitation from the border Patrol Security team ... ” Facebook [Fly
River Forum], April 13. https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/permalink/
3439364946165035.

Annisa, M. 2020. “Hopes Beyond Borders: A Closer Look to Indonesia-PNG’s Potentials in the
Borderland.” The Wawawa Journal, March 29. Accessed November 9, 2022. https://
wawawajournal.medium.com/hopes-beyond-borders-a-closer-look-to-indonesia-pngs-pote
ntials-in-the-borderland-84078be67bf1.

Anon. 2018. “Fly MP Sees Road as a Boost to Border Trade.” The National, October 19. Accessed October
7, 2022. https://www.thenational.com.pg/fly-mp-sees-road-as-a-boost-to-border-trade.

Anon. 2021a. “Tari Airport Construction Beginning this Week.” The National, 19 July. Accessed
October 10, 2022. https://www.thenational.com.pg/tari-airport-construction-beginning-
this-week.

Anon. 2021b. “Connect PNG Bill Passed.” The National, November 26. Accessed October 12, 2022.
https://www.thenational.com.pg/connect-png-bill-passed.

Anon. 2022a. “Airport Cities can Bring Economic Growth, says Maru.” The National, October 19.
Accessed October 20, 2022. https://www.thenational.com.pg/airport-cities-can-bring-
economic-growth-says-maru.

Anon. 2022b. “Comparing the Border Posts of West Papua and Papua New Guinea.” Diary of West
Papua. Accessed October 22, 2022. https://westpapuadiary.com/comparison-between-
border-posts-in-west-papua-and-papua-new-guinea.

Anon. 2022c. “The Sota PLBN: Indonesia’s New Face at the Border towards Papua New Guinea.”
West Papua Tabloid, January 9. Accessed October 12, 2020. https://westpapuatabloid.org/
the-sota-plbn-indonesias-new-face-at-the-border-towards-papua-new-guinea.html.

Anon. 2022d. “Sota, Zero-Kilometre Point of the East.” West Papua Now, September 9. Accessed October
15, 2022. https://westpapuanow.com/2022/09/27/sota-zero-kilometre-point-of-the-east.

Auro, S. 2021. “FRPG and NAC Sign MOU for Upgrading and Developing our 3 District Airports
...” Facebook [Western Provincial Administration Information Services], June 11, 2021.
https://www.facebook.com/wpainformationservices/posts/pfbid035vPn35CGDwkAVkdD]5
WrdmhoPBtTHD8JQcf2LC4FghLeF4Yn8RnNDRAQb1bCAP3tL

Beer, B., and W. Church. 2019. “Roads to Inequality: Infrastructure and Historically Grown
Regional Differences in the Markham Valley, Papua New Guinea.” Oceania 89 (1): 2-9.
https://doi.org/10.1002/0cea.5210.

Bekiman, T. L. 2022. “Ok Tedi Mining Ltd Prepared to Close after 10 years? ... ” Facebook [Fly River
Forum], October 18, 2022. https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/
5036701519764695.

Bex, S. 2022. “Hi everyone and leaders of Western Province North Fly District ... ” Facebook [Fly
River Forum], December 14, 2022. https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/
5200804363354409/.

Birchok, D. A. 2013. “Sojourning on Mecca’s Verandah: Place, Temporality, and Islam in an
Indonesian Province.” PhD diss., University of Michigan. https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/
handle/2027.42/99998.

Bird-David, N. 2019. “Dis/Working with Diagrams: How Genealogies and Maps Obscure
Nanoscale Worlds (a Hunter-Gatherer Case).” Social Analysis 63 (4): 43-62. https://doi.
org/10.3167/sa.2019.630403.


https://setkab.go.id/presiden-perintahkan-bangun-pos-lintas-batas-negara-yang-lebih-baik-dari-negara-tetangga
https://setkab.go.id/presiden-perintahkan-bangun-pos-lintas-batas-negara-yang-lebih-baik-dari-negara-tetangga
https://setkab.go.id/presiden-perintahkan-bangun-pos-lintas-batas-negara-yang-lebih-baik-dari-negara-tetangga
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/permalink/3439364946165035
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/permalink/3439364946165035
https://wawawajournal.medium.com/hopes-beyond-borders-a-closer-look-to-indonesia-pngs-potentials-in-the-borderland-84078be67bf1
https://wawawajournal.medium.com/hopes-beyond-borders-a-closer-look-to-indonesia-pngs-potentials-in-the-borderland-84078be67bf1
https://wawawajournal.medium.com/hopes-beyond-borders-a-closer-look-to-indonesia-pngs-potentials-in-the-borderland-84078be67bf1
https://www.thenational.com.pg/fly-mp-sees-road-as-a-boost-to-border-trade
https://www.thenational.com.pg/tari-airport-construction-beginning-this-week
https://www.thenational.com.pg/tari-airport-construction-beginning-this-week
https://www.thenational.com.pg/connect-png-bill-passed
https://www.thenational.com.pg/airport-cities-can-bring-economic-growth-says-maru
https://www.thenational.com.pg/airport-cities-can-bring-economic-growth-says-maru
https://westpapuadiary.com/comparison-between-border-posts-in-west-papua-and-papua-new-guinea
https://westpapuadiary.com/comparison-between-border-posts-in-west-papua-and-papua-new-guinea
https://westpapuatabloid.org/the-sota-plbn-indonesias-new-face-at-the-border-towards-papua-new-guinea.html
https://westpapuatabloid.org/the-sota-plbn-indonesias-new-face-at-the-border-towards-papua-new-guinea.html
https://westpapuanow.com/2022/09/27/sota-zero-kilometre-point-of-the-east
https://www.facebook.com/wpainformationservices/posts/pfbid035vPn35CGDwkAVkdDJ5WrdmhoPBtTHD8JQcf2LC4FghLeF4Yn8RnNDRAQb1bCAP3tl
https://www.facebook.com/wpainformationservices/posts/pfbid035vPn35CGDwkAVkdDJ5WrdmhoPBtTHD8JQcf2LC4FghLeF4Yn8RnNDRAQb1bCAP3tl
https://doi.org/10.1002/ocea.5210
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/5036701519764695
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/5036701519764695
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/5200804363354409/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/5200804363354409/
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/handle/2027.42/99998
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/handle/2027.42/99998
https://doi.org/10.3167/sa.2019.630403
https://doi.org/10.3167/sa.2019.630403

The Asia Pacific Journal of Anthropology 17

Chandler, J. 2019. “Refugees on their Own Land: The West Papuans in Limbo in Papua New
Guinea.” The Guardian, December 1. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/01/
refugees-on-their-own-land-the-west-papuans-in-limbo-in-papua-new-guinea.

Conroy, J. 2020. “Cross-border Trade: Indonesia and PNG.” Devpolicy Blog, Australian National
University, October 8. Accessed October 1, 2022. http://www.devpolicy.org/landowners-
png-lng-project-20180704.

Cox, J. 2014. “Grassroots’, ‘Elites’ and the New ‘Working Class’ of Papua New Guinea.” State, Society
and Government in Melanesia In Brief 2014 (6). SSGM_IB_2014_6_0.pdf (anu.edu.au).
Dalakoglou, Dimitris. 2017. The Road: An Ethnography of (im)Mobility, Space, and Cross-Border

Infrastructures in the Balkans. Manchester: Manchester University Press.

Datmans, T. K. 2022. “This people from boarder villages can’t still understand the meaning of lock-
down ... ” Facebook [Fly River Forum], 18 May 2020. Accessed October 17, 2022. https://
www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/2548344841933721.

Davies, M. 2006. Indonesia’s War Over Aceh: Last Stand on Mecca’s Porch. London: Routledge.

De La Cruz, Alyx. n.d. “Liminal Spaces Indonesian’s Version // Ruang Liminal Versi Indonesia.”
Youtube video, 1:57 min. Accessed June 9, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
JEXZ8FvcLyc.

Ditjen Cipta Karya. n.d. “Pos Lintas Batas Negara (PLBN) SOTA, Merauke, Irian Jaya.” Youtube
video, 5:21 min. Accessed June 9, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7A-O0Qr_Ttc.

Donald, J., and M. P. Hon. 2018a. “Alicepit Indonesia Road ... ” Facebook. Accessed October 11,
2022.  https://www.facebook.com/james.donald.528316/posts/ptbid09gGd75L52N]tZoHe2
VVkDwxn4yubtbEHRRNpGrmcMBRYJ9cMRDL6WiByiZPttQw4 1.

Donald, J., and M. P. Hon. 2018b. “Remaining 2.6 km: Alicepit Indonesia Road Update ...”
Facebook. Accessed October 7, 2022. https://www.facebook.com/james.donald.528316/
posts/pfbid02DsNK9add7CF4VBmsj7upl QEMyGQ3B4iY 98iXyUrSs1DZxfarr9tnmGEdezY
S4T55 1.

Donald, J., and M. P. Hon. 2021. “Road Corridor Economy Activity — North Fly District...”
Facebook. Accessed 23 October. https://www.facebook.com/james.donald.528316/posts/
pfbid0330RsxdbeKF6UBIESqu8wtqkXbojrq5VtibrCVih]q2fDmbutbpdvatDSUHKWoL48 1.

Donald, J., and M. P. Hon. 2022. “The Vision of Accessing Asian Economy and Promoting Trading
and Business through Indonesia, the Work is still in Progress...” Facebook. Accessed
October 7, 2022. https://www.facebook.com/james.donald.528316/posts/736166920682775.

Doran, S. 2006. “Editorial Note: Survey of the Border Between West Irian and PNG.” In Documents
on Australian Foreign Policy. Australia and Papua New Guinea 1966-1969, edited by S.
Doran, 171. Canberra: Australian Foreign Affairs and Trade, Commonwealth of Australia.

Dumo, S. S. 2021. “Tonda Wildlife Management Area...” Facebook [The Voice of Western
Province], October 31. https://www.facebook.com/groups/2172152973011375/posts/
3417016778524982.

Dumo, S. S. 2022a. “Roads on the otherside of South Fly District that is Indonesia ... ” Facebook
[The Voice of Western Province], December 30. https://www.facebook.com/groups/
2172152973011375/permalink/3780098288883494/.

Dumo, S. S. 2022b. “Condition of the road from Oriomo to Wipim ... ” Facebook [The Voice of
Western Province], December 31. https://www.facebook.com/groups/2172152973011375/
permalink/3780456122181044/.

Dwyer, P. D., and M. Minnegal. 2020. “COVID-19 and Facebook in Papua New Guinea: Fly River
Forum.” Asia and the Pacific Policy Studies 7 (3): 233-246. https://doi.org/10.1002/app5.312.

Elapa, J. 2022. “Govt Delivers on Road Commitments.” Post Courier, November 21. https://
postcourier.com.pg/govt-delivers-on-road-commitments.


https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/01/refugees-on-their-own-land-the-west-papuans-in-limbo-in-papua-new-guinea
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/01/refugees-on-their-own-land-the-west-papuans-in-limbo-in-papua-new-guinea
http://www.devpolicy.org/landowners-png-lng-project-20180704
http://www.devpolicy.org/landowners-png-lng-project-20180704
SSGM_IB_2014_6_0.pdf (anu.edu.au)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/2548344841933721
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/2548344841933721
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfXZ8FvcLyc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfXZ8FvcLyc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7A-O0Qr_Ttc
https://www.facebook.com/james.donald.528316/posts/pfbid09gGd75L52NJtZoHe2VVkDwxn4yubtbEHRRNpGrmcMBRYJ9cMRDL6WiByiZPttQw4
https://www.facebook.com/james.donald.528316/posts/pfbid09gGd75L52NJtZoHe2VVkDwxn4yubtbEHRRNpGrmcMBRYJ9cMRDL6WiByiZPttQw4
https://www.facebook.com/james.donald.528316/posts/pfbid02DsNK9add7CF4VBmsj7up1QEMyGQ3B4iY98iXyUrSs1DZxfarr9tnmGEdezYS4T55
https://www.facebook.com/james.donald.528316/posts/pfbid02DsNK9add7CF4VBmsj7up1QEMyGQ3B4iY98iXyUrSs1DZxfarr9tnmGEdezYS4T55
https://www.facebook.com/james.donald.528316/posts/pfbid02DsNK9add7CF4VBmsj7up1QEMyGQ3B4iY98iXyUrSs1DZxfarr9tnmGEdezYS4T55
https://www.facebook.com/james.donald.528316/posts/pfbid033oRsxdbeKF6U8iESqu8wtqkXbojrq5VtibrCVjhJq2fDmbutbpdvatD8UHKWoL48
https://www.facebook.com/james.donald.528316/posts/pfbid033oRsxdbeKF6U8iESqu8wtqkXbojrq5VtibrCVjhJq2fDmbutbpdvatD8UHKWoL48
https://www.facebook.com/james.donald.528316/posts/736166920682775
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2172152973011375/posts/3417016778524982
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2172152973011375/posts/3417016778524982
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2172152973011375/permalink/3780098288883494/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2172152973011375/permalink/3780098288883494/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2172152973011375/permalink/3780456122181044/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2172152973011375/permalink/3780456122181044/
https://doi.org/10.1002/app5.312
https://postcourier.com.pg/govt-delivers-on-road-commitments
https://postcourier.com.pg/govt-delivers-on-road-commitments

18 P.D. Dwyer and M. Minnegal

Elmslie, J., C. Webb-Gannon, and R. Kareni. 2021. “West Papua is on the Verge of Another Bloody
Crackdown.” The Conversation, May 27. https://theconversation.com/west-papua-is-on-the-
verge-of-another-bloody-crackdown-161272.

Faiparik, C. 2019. “People Crying Out for Help, Development at the Border.” The National,
October 30. https://www.thenational.com.pg/people-crying-out-for-help-development-at-
the-border.

Faiparik, C. 2020. “Sea Patrol Set for Border.” The National, April 1. https://www.thenational.com.
pg/sea-patrol-set-for-border.

Firth, S. 2014. “Security in Papua New Guinea: The Military and Diplomatic Dimensions.” Security
Challenges 10 (2): 97-114. http://www.jstor.org/stable/26467883.

Fraenkel, J. 2011. “The Atrophied State: A Supply-Side Perspective on Politician ‘Slush Funds’ in
Western Melanesia.” In The Political Economy of Economic Reform in the Pacific, edited
by R. Duncan, 303-326. Manila: Asian Development Bank.

Gibson, J., and S. Rozelle. 2003. “Poverty and Access to Roads in Papua New Guinea.” Economic
Development and Cultural Change 52 (1): 159-185. https://doi.org/10.1086/380424.

Greenfield Pacific. 2021. “The National Constitution Sec.52 explains the citizens right to ...
Freedom of Movement...” Facebook [Fly River Forum], July 2. https://www.facebook.
com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/3659863410781853.

Greenfield Pacific. 2022. “Kiunga Airport soon to have a Sizeable State of the Art Airport Terminal
... Facebook [Fly River Forum], May 13. https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/
Pposts/4606086239492894.

Harding, B., and C. Pohle-Anderson. 2022. “The Next Five Years are Crucial for Bougainville’s
Independence bid.” United States Institute of Peace, August 12. https://www.usip.org/
publications/2022/08/next-five-years-are-crucial-bougainvilles-independen-bid.

Harson, S. 2022. “A Lot is at Stake with Indonesia’s New Papua Provinces.” Union of Catholic Asian
News, August 19. https://www.ucanews.com/news/a-lot-is-at-stake-with-indonesias-new-
papua-provinces/97954.

Harvey, P. 2012. “The Topological Quality of Infrastructural Relation: An Ethnographic
Approach.” Theory, Culture ¢ Society 29 (4-5): 76-92. https://doi.org/10.1177/
0263276412448827.

Hayano, D. M. 1990. Road Through the Rain Forest: Living Anthropology in Highland Papua New
Guinea. Long Grove, IL: Waveland Press.

Highet, C., M. Nique, A. H. A. Watson, and A. Wilson. 2019. Digital Transformation: The Role of
Mobile Technology in Papua New Guinea. London: GSMA. https://www.gsma.com/
mobilefordevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Digital-Transformation-The-Role-of-
Mobile-Technology-in-Papua-New-Guinea.pdf

Hobbis, S. K. 2019. “A Road to Development? Rural Perspectives on Infrastructure Maintenance in
Solomon Islands.” Development in Practice 29 (6): 748-759. https://doi.org/10.1080/
09614524.2019.1586832.

Imbum, J. 2021. “While I was visiting some of the border villages back in 2018 ... ” Facebook [Fly
River Forum], February 14. https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/
3276128262488705.

Ivarature, H. 2020. “Papua New Guinea must Control its Borders.” Australia Pacific Security
College, Blog. Accessed October 12, 2022. https://pacificsecurity.net/papua-new-guinea-
must-control-its-borders.

Jacob, F. 2012. “Who Bit my Border?” Opinionator, The New York Times, March 13. http://
opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/13/who-bit-my-border.

Jorari, L. 2021. “PNG Can’t Turn a Blind Eye to the Conflict Next Door.” The Interpreter, The Lowy
Institute, May 25. https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/png-can-t-turn-blind-eye-
conflict-next-door.


https://theconversation.com/west-papua-is-on-the-verge-of-another-bloody-crackdown-161272
https://theconversation.com/west-papua-is-on-the-verge-of-another-bloody-crackdown-161272
https://www.thenational.com.pg/people-crying-out-for-help-development-at-the-border
https://www.thenational.com.pg/people-crying-out-for-help-development-at-the-border
https://www.thenational.com.pg/sea-patrol-set-for-border
https://www.thenational.com.pg/sea-patrol-set-for-border
http://www.jstor.org/stable/26467883
https://doi.org/10.1086/380424
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/3659863410781853
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/3659863410781853
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/4606086239492894
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/4606086239492894
https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/08/next-five-years-are-crucial-bougainvilles-independen-bid
https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/08/next-five-years-are-crucial-bougainvilles-independen-bid
https://www.ucanews.com/news/a-lot-is-at-stake-with-indonesias-new-papua-provinces/97954
https://www.ucanews.com/news/a-lot-is-at-stake-with-indonesias-new-papua-provinces/97954
https://doi.org/10.1177/0263276412448827
https://doi.org/10.1177/0263276412448827
https://www.gsma.com/mobilefordevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Digital-Transformation-The-Role-of-Mobile-Technology-in-Papua-New-Guinea.pdf
https://www.gsma.com/mobilefordevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Digital-Transformation-The-Role-of-Mobile-Technology-in-Papua-New-Guinea.pdf
https://www.gsma.com/mobilefordevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Digital-Transformation-The-Role-of-Mobile-Technology-in-Papua-New-Guinea.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/09614524.2019.1586832
https://doi.org/10.1080/09614524.2019.1586832
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/3276128262488705
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/3276128262488705
https://pacificsecurity.net/papua-new-guinea-must-control-its-borders
https://pacificsecurity.net/papua-new-guinea-must-control-its-borders
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/13/who-bit-my-border
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/13/who-bit-my-border
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/png-can-t-turn-blind-eye-conflict-next-door
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/png-can-t-turn-blind-eye-conflict-next-door

The Asia Pacific Journal of Anthropology 19

Kabar Digoel Chanel [Media Online Boven Digoel]. n.d. “PLBN YETETKUN. Membangun Papua-
Indonesia dari Kawasan Perbatasan.” Youtube video, 2:49 min. Accessed June 9, 2023.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYNt4wqNxTk.

Kabuni, M. 2022. “With Elections Looming, PNG Rushed to Create Seven New Districts.” The
Interpreter, The Lowy Institute, April 19. https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/
elections-looming-png-rushed-create-seven-new-districts.

Kamus, M. 2022. “Ok Tedi to Extend Operations Beyond 2032.” Post Courier, November 8. https://
postcourier.com.pg/ok-tedi-to-extend-operations-beyond-2032.

Kayonem, B. S. 2021. “What are our government of the day doing allong the border area especially
western provincial government?...” Facebook [Fly River Forum], June 21. https://www.
facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/3630757563692438.

Kenneth, G. 2020. “Border Incursion.” Post Courier, October 7. https://postcourier.com.pg/border-
incursion.

Kirsch, S. 1993. Social Impact of the Ok Tedi Mine on the Yonggom Villages of the North Fly, 1992.
Ok-Fly Social Monitoring Project Report No. 5 for Ok Tedi Mining Limited. Accessed
October 12,  2022. https://cnnd.crawford.anu.edu.au/rmap/archive/Ok-Fly_social_
monitoring/Ofsmp05-Kirsch1993-the-Yonggom-people.pdf.

Koke, N. 2022. “Dream Road is a Reality.” The National, September 23. https://www.thenational.
com.pg/dream-road-is-a-reality.

Kora, B. 2021. “Police Commander Warns PNG-Indonesia Border Poses Delta Risk.” Australian
Broadcasting Corporation, Radio National, Pacific Beat. Accessed October 8, 2022. https://
www.abc.net.au/pacific/programs/pacificbeat/png-police-fear-delta-will-spread-from-
illegal-border-crossings/13461548.

Laveil, M., and T. Wood. 2022. “Do DSIP Funds Help PNG MPs Win?” Development Policy Centre
Discussion Paper No. 99, Australian National University. Accessed October 12, 2022. https://
papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4059724.

Leng, A. 2022. “Connect PNG: The Road to Development?” Devpolicy Blog, Australian National
University. August 11. https://devpolicy.org/connect-png-the-road-to-development-20220811.

Lepani, T. 2022. “PNG Enters ‘Ships Riders’ Agreement.” The National, October 11. https://
postcourier.com.pg/png-enters-ship-riders-agreement.

Londakai, S. P. 2021. “Prime Minister, James Marape has assured the country that the freedom of
movement is a fundamental right...” Facebook [Fly River Forum], July 5. https://www.
facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/permalink/3668114919956702/.

Lyons, K. 2022. “Bougainville Referendum: Region Votes Overwhelmingly for Independence from
Papua New Guinea.” The Guardian, October 16. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/
dec/11/bougainville-referendum-region-votes-overwhelmingly-for-independence-from-
papua-new-guinea.

Maclean, N. 1994. “Freedom or Autonomy: A Modern Melanesian Dilemma.” Man (N.S.) 29 (3):
667-688. https://doi.org/10.2307/2804348.

Maclean, N. 2013. “Fenced In: Intimacy and Mobility in Highlands Papua New Guinea.” Oceania 83
(1): 31-48. https://doi.org/10.1002/0cea.5006.

Main, M. A. 2020. “Until Hela Becomes a City’. The Western Encounter with Huli Modernity.”
PhD diss., Australian National University.

Malingi, S. 2021. “These are my poor people but reach in Resources back in the village trying to
establish their own mini-town ...” Facebook [Fly River Forum], August 25. https://www.
facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/3810429212391938.

Marape-Rosso Government. 2022. “New Look Kavieng Airport Taking Shape...” Facebook,
October 3.  https://www.facebook.com/maraperossogovernment2022/posts/ptbid02kG
TYKdGhuTmU2z1L{kahEG6fMBCqs26y9kVMVXroyUnoK7w6vd559NDdvd{JQY4]J1.

Martinkus, J. 2020. The Road: Uprising in West Papua. Collingwood, Australia: Black Inc.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYNt4wqNxTk
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/elections-looming-png-rushed-create-seven-new-districts
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/elections-looming-png-rushed-create-seven-new-districts
https://postcourier.com.pg/ok-tedi-to-extend-operations-beyond-2032
https://postcourier.com.pg/ok-tedi-to-extend-operations-beyond-2032
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/3630757563692438
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/3630757563692438
https://postcourier.com.pg/border-incursion
https://postcourier.com.pg/border-incursion
https://cnnd.crawford.anu.edu.au/rmap/archive/Ok-Fly_social_monitoring/Ofsmp05-Kirsch1993-the-Yonggom-people.pdf
https://cnnd.crawford.anu.edu.au/rmap/archive/Ok-Fly_social_monitoring/Ofsmp05-Kirsch1993-the-Yonggom-people.pdf
https://www.thenational.com.pg/dream-road-is-a-reality
https://www.thenational.com.pg/dream-road-is-a-reality
https://www.abc.net.au/pacific/programs/pacificbeat/png-police-fear-delta-will-spread-from-illegal-border-crossings/13461548
https://www.abc.net.au/pacific/programs/pacificbeat/png-police-fear-delta-will-spread-from-illegal-border-crossings/13461548
https://www.abc.net.au/pacific/programs/pacificbeat/png-police-fear-delta-will-spread-from-illegal-border-crossings/13461548
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4059724
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4059724
https://devpolicy.org/connect-png-the-road-to-development-20220811
https://postcourier.com.pg/png-enters-ship-riders-agreement
https://postcourier.com.pg/png-enters-ship-riders-agreement
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/permalink/3668114919956702/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/permalink/3668114919956702/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/11/bougainville-referendum-region-votes-overwhelmingly-for-independence-from-papua-new-guinea
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/11/bougainville-referendum-region-votes-overwhelmingly-for-independence-from-papua-new-guinea
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/11/bougainville-referendum-region-votes-overwhelmingly-for-independence-from-papua-new-guinea
https://doi.org/10.2307/2804348
https://doi.org/10.1002/ocea.5006
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/3810429212391938
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/3810429212391938
https://www.facebook.com/maraperossogovernment2022/posts/pfbid02kGTYKdGhuTmU2z1LfkahEG6fMBCqs26y9kVMVXroyUnoK7w6vd559NDdvdfJQY4Jl
https://www.facebook.com/maraperossogovernment2022/posts/pfbid02kGTYKdGhuTmU2z1LfkahEG6fMBCqs26y9kVMVXroyUnoK7w6vd559NDdvdfJQY4Jl

20 P.D. Dwyer and M. Minnegal

Maru, R. 2022a. “Wutung Agreement Reached ... ” Facebook [Hon. Richard Maru, MP], December
17. https://www.facebook.com/rnmaru37/posts/ptbid02GBdgApeQuW6vZboFjo5a8Y3Fs5
RMNGSM82QPr7Z5XGkH7Gi]7CR7tAzdFhLrZrrxl.

Maru, R. 2022b. “JDI Expert Team and Local Consultants Arrive in Vanimo ... ” Facebook [Hon.
Richard Maru, MP], December 11. https://www.facebook.com/rnmaru37/posts/pfbid02
ESWLsKxcS9Gn36ykbHiSoFwwsKEJXWbc2HVh5iAJgk3EwUBwgdvjLEix]JdaK1G3zL.

Marubu, A. M. 2022. “Are we Going to Vote for Money and Materials or Visionary Leadership? ...
Facebook [Fly River Forum], May 25. https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/
Pposts/4639971819437669.

Maso, K. 2020. “Hela will Never be the Same! ... ” Facebook, July 30. https://www.facebook.com/
koren.maso.5/posts/ptbid0GY83EABwEeiqdz2Y3XMdC5jsjvRrUX9wvKWCQFRgTYmZd
WpYJY3kN71QEjTCCX3yl.

Mathias, A. 2018. “Trans-border Link will Unlock North Fly...” The National, November 15.
https://www.thenational.com.pg/trans-border-link-will-unlock-north-fly.

Mauludu, S. 2022. “Mine Looks Beyond 2032.” The National, November 7. https://www.
thenational.com.pg/mine-looks-beyond-2032.

May, R. 1987. “Mutual Respect, Friendship and Cooperation’? The Papua New Guinea-Indonesia
Border and its Effect on Relations Between Papua New Guinea and Indonesia.” Bulletin of
Concerned Asian Scholars 19 (4). Accessed October 7, 2022. http://press-files.anu.edu.au/
downloads/press/p66801/mobile/ch14.html.

McBeth, J. 2022. “Carving up Indonesia’s Papua Province.” Asia Times, August 19. https://
asiatimes.com/2022/08/carving-up-indonesias-papua-province.

Minnegal, M., and P. D. Dwyer. 1999. “Re-reading Relationships: Changing Constructions of
Identity among Kubo of Papua New Guinea.” Ethnology 38 (1): 59-80. https://doi.org/10.
2307/3774087.

Minnegal, M., and P. D. Dwyer. 2017. Navigating the Future: An Ethnography of Change in Papua
New Guinea. Canberra: ANU Press.

Moseley, A. 2020. “Nudging in Public Policy.” In Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Politics. Oxford:
Oxford University Press. https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.013.949.

Murphy, K. 2017. “The Sociohistorical Context of the Borderlands.” In Too Close to Ignore:
Australia’s Borderland with Papua New Guinea and Indonesia, edited by M. Moran, and J.
Curth-Bibb, 38-71. Melbourne: Melbourne University Press.

National Control Centre for Covid-19. 2021. “People’s Rights will always be Respected and Protected
says Manning ...” Facebook [National Control Centre for Covid-19], July 1. https://www.
facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=347475303562162&id=106570254319336.

NBC News PNG. 2020. “8 Indonesians Caught in Western Province.” Facebook, May 14. https://
www.facebook.com/NBCNewsPNG/posts/pfbid0rFkEod]t2vfhAePcWWVg8eG14xYotD5
ndrzA28z9xsK54i8GmHggG58rQB3duMDAL.

Nedu, B. 2022. “Read this piece of news//That’s Why we have to Say No to Road connecting
Western to Gulf and Southern Highlands...” Facebook [Fly River Forum], November
4. https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/5083077728460407/.

Neiman, G. 2022. [Response to a post by Owen Zumoi.] Facebook [Fly River Forum], December 26.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/5235697769865068.

Ok Tedi Mining. 2022. “Ok Tedi Focuses on Sustainability.” https://oktedi.com/media-centre/
latest-news.

Plumber 1981. n.d. “Liminal Space in Indonesia.” Youtube video, 1:30 min. Accessed June 9, 2023.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VwCix57vybo.

PNG Sun. 2022. “PM Marape Continues to Work over the Festive Period.” Facebook [PNG Sun],
December 27. https://www.facebook.com/thesunofpapuanewguinea/posts/pfbid023YQ2
KpGsMSor1 PwWMVxBq2re5e4xCW9gPvaSkc32iGvrK63DEgwiqfFsYZPr7joUKIL

»


https://www.facebook.com/rnmaru37/posts/pfbid02GBdgApeQuW6vZboFjo5a8Y3Fs5RMNGSM82QPr7Z5XGkH7GiJ7CR7tAzdFhLrZrrxl
https://www.facebook.com/rnmaru37/posts/pfbid02GBdgApeQuW6vZboFjo5a8Y3Fs5RMNGSM82QPr7Z5XGkH7GiJ7CR7tAzdFhLrZrrxl
https://www.facebook.com/rnmaru37/posts/pfbid02ESWLsKxcS9Gn36ykbHiSoFwwsKEJXWbc2HVh5iAJqk3EwUBwgdvjLEixJdaK1G3zl
https://www.facebook.com/rnmaru37/posts/pfbid02ESWLsKxcS9Gn36ykbHiSoFwwsKEJXWbc2HVh5iAJqk3EwUBwgdvjLEixJdaK1G3zl
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/4639971819437669
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/4639971819437669
https://www.facebook.com/koren.maso.5/posts/pfbid0GY83EABwEeiqdz2Y3XMdC5jsjvRrUX9wvKWCQFRgTYmZdWpYJY3kN71QEjTCCX3yl
https://www.facebook.com/koren.maso.5/posts/pfbid0GY83EABwEeiqdz2Y3XMdC5jsjvRrUX9wvKWCQFRgTYmZdWpYJY3kN71QEjTCCX3yl
https://www.facebook.com/koren.maso.5/posts/pfbid0GY83EABwEeiqdz2Y3XMdC5jsjvRrUX9wvKWCQFRgTYmZdWpYJY3kN71QEjTCCX3yl
https://www.thenational.com.pg/trans-border-link-will-unlock-north-fly
https://www.thenational.com.pg/mine-looks-beyond-2032
https://www.thenational.com.pg/mine-looks-beyond-2032
http://press-files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/p66801/mobile/ch14.html
http://press-files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/p66801/mobile/ch14.html
https://asiatimes.com/2022/08/carving-up-indonesias-papua-province
https://asiatimes.com/2022/08/carving-up-indonesias-papua-province
https://doi.org/10.2307/3774087
https://doi.org/10.2307/3774087
https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.013.949
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=347475303562162%26id=106570254319336
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=347475303562162%26id=106570254319336
https://www.facebook.com/NBCNewsPNG/posts/pfbid0rFkEodJt2vfhAePcWWVg8eG14xYotD5ndrzA28z9xsK54i8GmHggG58rQB3duMDfl
https://www.facebook.com/NBCNewsPNG/posts/pfbid0rFkEodJt2vfhAePcWWVg8eG14xYotD5ndrzA28z9xsK54i8GmHggG58rQB3duMDfl
https://www.facebook.com/NBCNewsPNG/posts/pfbid0rFkEodJt2vfhAePcWWVg8eG14xYotD5ndrzA28z9xsK54i8GmHggG58rQB3duMDfl
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/5083077728460407/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/5235697769865068
https://oktedi.com/media-centre/latest-news
https://oktedi.com/media-centre/latest-news
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VwCix57vybo
https://www.facebook.com/thesunofpapuanewguinea/posts/pfbid023YQ2KpGsMSor1PwMVxBq2re5e4xCW9gPvaSkc32iGvrK63DEgwiqfFsYZPr7joUKl
https://www.facebook.com/thesunofpapuanewguinea/posts/pfbid023YQ2KpGsMSor1PwMVxBq2re5e4xCW9gPvaSkc32iGvrK63DEgwiqfFsYZPr7joUKl

The Asia Pacific Journal of Anthropology 21

Pramona, A. H,, M. D. M. Manessa, M. Indrawan, D. A. Sari, H. A. H. Fuad, N. Khasanah, K.
Pratiwi, et al. 2022. “China’s Belt and Road Initiative in Indonesia: Mapping and
Mitigating Environmental and Social risks.” GCI Working Paper 21, July 2021. Global
Development Policy Center, Boston University. Accessed November 23, 2022. https://
www.bu.edu/gdp/files/2022/07/GCI_WP_021_FIN.pdf.

Purwanto, H., and D. G. S. Mangku. 2017. “Border Security in Indonesia and Papua New Guinea.”
South East Asia Journal of Contemporary Business, Economics and Law 12 (4): 92-97. https://
seajbel.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/LAW-103.pdf.

Rava, I. K. 2022. “Second term North Fly MP and Vise Minister for mining and border develop-
ment-Hon James Donald said ...” Facebook [Fly River Forum], October 3. https://www.
facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/4994503457317835.

Rest, M., and A. Rippa. 2019. “Road Animism: Reflections on the Life of Infrastructures.” HAU:
Journal of Ethnographic Theory 9 (2): 373-389. https://doi.org/10.1086/706041.

RNZ [Radio New Zealand]. 2021. “PNG Moves to Curb Covid-19 by Limiting Air Travel.” Radio
NZ News, July 2. https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/446040/png-moves-to-
curb-covid-19-by-limiting-air-travel.

Robinson-Drawbridge, B. 2020. “Covid-19 would ‘Wipe Out’ PNG’s Daru.” Radio NZ News,
February 28. https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/410635/covid-19-would-
wipe-out-png-s-daru.

Sai, S. S., H. Z. Abidin, and S. Sutisna. 2005. “Aspek Geodetik Penegasan Batas Darat Indonesia dan
Papua New Guinea: Status dan Permasalahannnya.” Proc. ITB Sains & Tek [Proceedings of
the Bandung Institute of Science and Technology] 37 A (2): 131-154. https://doi.org/10.
5614/itbj.sci.2005.37.2.4.

Sari, Y. I, and E. Rahman. 2021. “Roads for Communities, not Commodities: A Qualitative Study of
the Consequences of Road Development in Papua, Indonesia.” Human Ecology Review 27
(1): 139-161. https://doi.org/10.22459/HER.27.01.2021.08.

Sarufa, H. 2022. “As a son of a public servant who grew-up in Western Province, Kiunga, North Fly
District...” Facebook [Fly River Forum], May 21. https://www.facebook.com/groups/
flyriverforum/posts/4629956010439250.

Schoorl, J. W. 1957. Kultuur and Kultuurveranderingen in het Moejoe-Gebied. Den Haag: J.H.
Voorhoeve.

Sodu, I. 2020. Defence Council of PNG Visits Western Province.” Facebook [Fly River Forum], July
9. https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/2675813935853477.

Wahun, T. 2020. “PNG Parliamentarian Faces Cyber Crime Charges over K250 m Ok Tedi
Claim.” Pacific Media Watch, August 21. https://asiapacificreport.nz/2020/08/21/png-
parliamentarian-faces-cyber-crime-charges-over-ok-tedi-mine.

Whiting, N. 2021. “Chinese Company’s Multi-billion-dollar Plan to Build a City on Papua New Guinean
Island Near Australian Border.” ABC News, February 5. https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-
05/chinese-company-plans-to-build-city-on-png-island-near-australia/13123698.

Wiegand, M., E. Koomen, M. Pradhan, and C. Edmonds. 2017. “The Impact of Road Development
on Household Welfare in Rural Papua New Guinea.” Tinbergen Institute Discussion Paper
17-076/V. July 18. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3021792.

Zarriga, M. 2017. “PNGDF to Assist Border Provinces During Polling Period.” Post Courier, June
1. https://postcourier.com.pg/pngdf-assist-border-provinces-polling-period.


https://www.bu.edu/gdp/files/2022/07/GCI_WP_021_FIN.pdf
https://www.bu.edu/gdp/files/2022/07/GCI_WP_021_FIN.pdf
https://seajbel.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/LAW-103.pdf
https://seajbel.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/LAW-103.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/4994503457317835
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/4994503457317835
https://doi.org/10.1086/706041
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/446040/png-moves-to-curb-covid-19-by-limiting-air-travel
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/446040/png-moves-to-curb-covid-19-by-limiting-air-travel
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/410635/covid-19-would-wipe-out-png-s-daru
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/410635/covid-19-would-wipe-out-png-s-daru
https://doi.org/10.5614/itbj.sci.2005.37.2.4
https://doi.org/10.5614/itbj.sci.2005.37.2.4
https://doi.org/10.22459/HER.27.01.2021.08
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/4629956010439250
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/4629956010439250
https://www.facebook.com/groups/flyriverforum/posts/2675813935853477
https://asiapacificreport.nz/2020/08/21/png-parliamentarian-faces-cyber-crime-charges-over-ok-tedi-mine
https://asiapacificreport.nz/2020/08/21/png-parliamentarian-faces-cyber-crime-charges-over-ok-tedi-mine
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-05/chinese-company-plans-to-build-city-on-png-island-near-australia/13123698
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-05/chinese-company-plans-to-build-city-on-png-island-near-australia/13123698
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3021792
https://postcourier.com.pg/pngdf-assist-border-provinces-polling-period

	Abstract
	Introduction
	Freedom of Movement, Development and Cross-Border Relationships
	Methods and Sources
	Context: Border Posts and Roads
	From Alicepit to Indonesia
	The Indonesia to PNG Cross-Border Posts
	Cross-Border Aspirations
	Conclusion
	Notes
	Acknowledgments
	Disclosure Statement
	ORCID
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings false
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.90
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.90
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU ()
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.245 841.846]
>> setpagedevice


